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SPEECHES 

AND 

DEBATES 

IN THE 

Houfe of Commons^ 

DURING 

The Fifth Seffion of. the Eighth 
Parliament of Great Briiain, 

March 6, 1738-9. 

HE Day appointed for akiog the Convention Annoij Qpo. 
into Confirferation, the Members repaired fo early ^^ '7i8> 
to the Houie, that it was computed 400 h«a ^*-^'\~\^ 
taken ihcit- Scats by Eight o'Oock Jn the Morn- 
Clng. The Houfe at hfl being relolved into a Committee Merchants 
[of the whole Hoafe, to take into their Confideration the li«"jj»K"nft 
Convention between Great Britain arti Spain, i^e following J.JJ, ^'^^^^' 
Weft India Merchants and Planters were heard againft it. Committee, 
"Viz. Roger Drake.ERjj Rowland Fr>-, Efq; Tho;na. Bendifli, »•«- Mctt*.* 
Efq: James Knight, Efq; and Widiam Beckford, Kfq; ^^"t"^. 

'J'hcfe Gentlemen having communicated to the Houfe Bendilh 
what they had to offer againll the Convention, feveral Wit- Knighc' 
Defies were ordered to attend, ami Papers to be read, which B^ckJbjA 
took up all that and the following Day. 

Jhurf/ay, March 8. The Houfe having again reiblvcd TheComrrit- 
ftl^elf into the lame Committee, tcercmmciL 

Horace Walpole fpokc to the following Purpofo: 

Sir, 
* The great Pains that have been taken t3 infltttfnce all u<mnic« U'ah 
Ranks and Degrees of Men in this Nation, a^airft the loje j)ole. 
Vol. VI. B Meal'urea 
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MeaTures of Ms Majcfty*s AdminUlraiion, smd t>ie Pirja- 
dicci wliich foftic Gentlemen even in this Houlc may en- 
tertain again(\ thai Me.ifurc which is now under our Con- 
fjdcration, make it neceffary for me to endeavour to remove 
thefc Prejudices before 1 make thai Motion, with which I] 
failentl to conclude. 
. • 1 ftizll begin. Sir, vyitb this general Obfcrvation, thatj 
when Differences arifc between two Nations, an inimediattfj 
Declaration of Warfcldom ia, ind never ought to be, thef 
firtt i^c/olution of either. If thofe Differences proceed from! 
any Difpuie about a Matter of Kigfit. Jutlice and llu-i 
inanity require that Endcuvours Jihould be ufcd to have 
thofe DifputcB detcrmirred in a peaceable Way, each Party 
matting reafonable Conceflions to the other, before Recourfe 
be had to the deceitful and uncertain Fortune of War; and 
if Uicy relate to Injuries done, or Violences committed,* 
tne fame Juf^ice and Humanity require that Satisfa£lioa I 
fliould be aflccd in an amicable Manner by the Party of-j 
fended, and jieremptorily denied, or unrcalonably delayM,! 
by the Party offending, before Holtilitics ftre refolvcd oi|,| 
lArd this Method of Proceeding is founded not only upual 
the Dilates of Rcafon and Humanity, tut in the Cafel 
between us and Spaii^ upon the pofitive WoiJs of Trea-J 
ties. I 

* But the Expeiiehcy and Juflice of this. Sir. are ftilH 
greater when the Affronts or Injuries offered proceed only [ 
from private Subjeds; bccaufc the Honour of no Kation 
can be injured bucby another, by fome public or national A3i 
therefore, when any Injury is done, or Affront given by I 
the Subje61s ot one Staie to thofe of another, the State, 
whofc Subjcds have been injured, ought to apply to thi 
other for Satisfa^ion. and ought not to look upon its HoJ 
nour as any way af!e£ted, till the State, whole Subjc^ 
committed the Vio<Vi:cc, has made the A^ its own, bw 
refufing to punifh the Tranfgrcflbra, or to make RepoJ 
ration for the Damage fuftaincd. ] 

"Gentlemen I oblcivc, in talking of the Differences bo 
twecn Spain and us, afic^ to talk a great deal of the Hqi 
cour of this Nation. .] would be as jealous of the Honom 
oftliis Nation as any Gentlcmani but giveme leave to fay, 
that true tjonour ought to be founded upon JuJlice and Hu 
m.inity. Ambition ur Iritereli may prompt fome Nation 
to make ConqueUd, and fuch Nations may, aiid do oftei 
break through this elldhliflied Rule of JdlJice and tru 
Hotmur, by [aying hoU of the moft frirolous Pretence fo 
.•ngagiiigin W.ir, without any previous Application for v 
AfKOtataodiiioa, But as it is not the iu;ercA of ihi 
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Nation to make Conquefls, and as. 1 hope, eur Ambrtipt) Anno 
will never provoke us lo act contrary to our intereH, wc ^^■ 
can therefore have no Motive fur Uanfgreiling this Rule, 
with regard to the DiiFereQces chat may arife between us 
and any N&tioo in Europe. 

' Upon this Maxim, Sir, and in this Light, if tve confider 
tie 'iVcaiy now before us, I believe it will appear to be 
^ot only a ju;l and honojrable Mcafurc, but ilie only jijlt 
and honourable Mcafure wc could take, with regard to tho 
Differences now fubfiiiing between us aod Spain; Ibme of 
which are fuch as proceed from Dilputes that have lately 
ariten about Matters of Right; and the lell arefuchas pro- 
ceed from the Violences and Bepredacions thac have been 
committed by fome of the Subjeds of that Kingdom agalnll 
the Subjects of this. As the Matters of Right which are 
in Difpute are of great Confequence to us, as Spain had 
little or no Reafon to raife any Difpute about themi and a». 
their Depredations have been great and frequent, if it ha<^ 
been our Interefl to endeavour to conquer any Part of the, 
Spaniih Dominions, or if his Majefty had been influence^ 
hy Ambition, and a Furfuit after a glaring but falfe Re- 
DOwn, he might, aod probably would have laid hold o£ 
thefe Differences, as a juft Pretence for declaring \^aI; 
egainil Spain, without the leall Attempt to have them re4; 
conciled by amicable Means ; but as it is not the IntcrcS 
of this Nation to make Conquctlfl, his MsjcHy confidcredl. 
the Peace and Happincfi of his People a* the moll foU4 
Foondations of his Glory; therefore lie often appIieiC 
before laft Summer to the Court of Spain for having the 
DiSerences fubfiUing between the two Nations accom-^ 
modated in a Friendly Manner, which that Court always^ 
found fome ExcuCc or another for delaying ; but at laA his 
Majefty, upon the Application from both Houfcs of Parlia- 
ment lail Selijon, made a pcremp:ory Demand, and infified, 
upon a fpccdy and categorical Anfwer ; and till that Anfwcr 
jhould arrive, hit Majclly refcdved, according to the Maxim 
J have mentioned, and according to the j^dvice of his Par- 
liament, to I'ufpend all kind of HoUitities, When thtj 
Court of Spain faw that the Afikii could be no longer put 
off" with Safety, they appeared willing to enter immediately 
into a terious DiiquiAtion of the Rights that were in Dif- 
ptitc i aod to ihew tlicmlelvcs in camcU. they propoled to. 
have the Account bt-twccn the two Nations immediately 
fettled, and to pay, in a [hort time, whatever ihould appear 
to be due from ihcm on account of any Depredations upon 
the Balance. From hence his Majcfly juftly conceived, 
liiat Uere was a Prob^ibility of havmg all our DitTcrencei 
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fjInoAT^Geo: acpommoc'ated* and thertfore he couM not la Ji 

Honour commence Hoftilitics, or re lute to accept of a pre 
Ijminary Convention, by which we were to obtain Sacif* 
fiftion f^r all pail Injuries, and by which we were to " 
put inro the mort probable Metliod, nay, the only Metb 
that could be propofcd. for obtaining in a Jhorc time a 
fUIl Security agatail 2II future. 

* To this I muft add. Sir, that his Majcfty's agreeing to 
this Preliminary Convention, and relolving to furpend 
Hoftilitics, till he fhoald fee what Effed this Preh'minarjr 
might produce, was aot only the juHeA and the molt ho- 
nourable Meaiure he could purfue, but it was agreeable to, 
and in fomc Mcafure a nccrflary Confeqacncc of, the Ad- 
vice given him lad Scflion by both Houfes of Parliament. 
By the AddrrfiVs prefenied lallSeflion, upon OccaJion of our 
Didcrences with Spain, his Majelty was advifcd to ufe hit 
Koyal Bndeavours with his Catholic Majefly, to obtain 
efflAual Relief for hi& injured Subjeifts ; and aifured, that 
jn cafe his Royal and Friendly Inftaoces for procuring 
jullice, and for the future Security of chat Navigation and 
Commerce, which hit People had an undoubted Right to 
by Treaties and the Law of Nations, (hould not be able to 
procure from the Equity and Fricndffiiip of the King of 
Spain fuch Satisfaiflion, as his Majefty might re&fonably ex- 
pt^ from a good and faithful Ally, the Parliament would 
cfFeAually fupport his MajcHy in takirg fuch Meafurcc, as' 
Honour and JulUce Hiould make it necelTiry for him to pur- 
fue. Now, Sir, if by this Convention his Majelly has got 
fuch Repan^ion, and fuch Security, as he could reafonabty 
expefl, it muA be allowed, that his rcfufing to accept of it 
wou!d have been afling direflly againft the Advice given 
him by Parliament i and that we have got as much Re- 
putation, and as much Security, as any reafonable Man 
could expeft by a Prelimiaary Coarention, I fhiH now eii«< 
deavour to (hew. 

* With reg:ird to Reparation, Sir. for paft Injgricr, itf 
not only finally adjulte^, but a certain Sum promifed to 
paid within a veiy (hori time after the Exchange off 
Fatific3tions. As there were mutual Demands with rcfp 
ti> Damages ruA-iined, it became neccfTiry to feitie and 
lance the Account ; for I att) fure no reafonable Man co 
cxpefl, that we fhould receive full Reparation for all 
pamage done to us by Sp; in. and allow nothing for 
i>3mage that had been done by us 10 that Nation. Ui 
examining thercforei and ihting our mutual Demj 
h ippeared that our Demands upon Spain, according 
^IculxLon made b^ our own Coinmi£:ries, amouni 
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lOD.ooo /. and that the Demanda of Spain upon us Bmount- Anno. 1 1 Geo" 
cd to 60,000/. fo that there was a Balance due to us of U. ir^Sp., 
140,000/. which Sum his Cathotic Majelly propofed to 
pay to us, by giving Afiignmencs apon his Revenues in 
America, being the only Means he had for paying fo large 
a Sum J but as wc knew thcTedioufncfs and Precarioufnefa 
of tbat Fund, it was propofed to make an Allowance for 
prompt Payment, if his Catholic MajV-Oy would engage to 
pay the Money in a (hort time here at London, and tlic At- 
iowaoce agreed on W3& 45,000/. which reduced the Sum 
due to ui to 95,000/. and this Sum his Catholic Majeft/ 
has exprcfsly promifcd, by this Convention, topn/ here at 
London in four Moiuhs after the Exchange of the Ratifi- 
cations. From hence it appears, Sir, that we have not only 
got all the Reparation any reafonable Man could expeA. 
but all the Reparation we could with any Pretence of Juftice 
infill on. For tho' there were perhaps fomc other fmall 
Articles, which we might have added to the Sum of 
our Demands, yet it mail be allowed, they were fuch 
Trifles, as not to be worch minding in a Tranfaftion be- 
tween two powerful Nations ; and Tf we had infiiled on 
ihera, ic would have been eafy for Spain to have balanced 
them with Articles of the fame Kind, which were not at 
firii brought into her Account. 

* Now, Sir, as to our future Security, every Man that un- 
derflands what it means mud know, that it depends entire. 
ly upon thofe Matters of Right that are now in Dispute be- 
tween Spiin and us } and that thereF.>re it cannot be clearly 
a.nd etTcdjalty provided for, till thofe Rights are particularly 
examined into, and fully explained. But could any rea- 
fonablc Man expcft, that it was pollible to do this in a few 
Weeks, or by a Preliminary Convention ? It is a Difcullioti 
that depends not only upon {everal difpuuble Points in the 
X.aw of Nature and Nations, but likewife upon feveral 
FaAs and Circumllances that muft be enquired into, and 
this Enquiry can be made in the Wcf}-[ndies only. For this 
Reafon we could not fo much as dcfire Spain to do more 
than they h^vc done. They have agreed to refer this Dif- 
culfion to Plenipoientiaries, and that thofe PIcnipotenmries 
ihatl be obliged finally to decide the Affair witbin the 
ibort Term of eight Months ; which is all we could ex- 
pe£l, and alt we could with any Jullicc or Reafon defire. 
Therefore, if there had not been one Word in this Treaty, 
from whence it could be prefumed that Spain had paiTcd 
from, or given up any of thofe Rights (he h.is lately fet up, 
yet the Treaty might have been faid to be a good Prelimi- 
nary, and fitdta one aa ius Ma>fty ougbt lo havt accepted 
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Arno I I.Geo, l^o' I hive (o good an Opinion of my Cotintry, at to think 
II. 1 73X-P. we are more than a Match for the one, and at ieafl an equal 

^,yV\^ Match for the other, yet I cannot be fo vain as to think 
we are an equal Match for boih; and confequentJy, [ muft 
think, wc have Reafon to be afraid of finking tinder the 
Sundent unlcfs we can gee looie of the other great Powen 
of Europe to alTid u). 

* Let us now look roond Europe. Sir, and wc (hall find u-iii 
Regret there is not at prefentany one of the Powers thereof, 
on whom we could, in fuch a Cafe, depend for an cHcflu; 
Aflirtance. The Houfe of Auflria is now in fo weak a C 
dition, ard fo much reduced by the Misfortunes they ha 
met with in their War againft the Turks, that they couM noi 
if (hey would, afTord u:^ any AiHilUncc ; and if they couli 
'til a QueOion if they would ; for their Counfels feem al 
prefeni to be too much direfled by French Influence, Thi 
Diitcli arc at prcfent in a poor and help'cfs SttuaiJon ; foi 
tho' the Subjefts oi moftof the United Provinces are ricf 
and in a^uetit Circumllances, their Government is exiresml 
low, and almoll all their public Revenues mortgaged or) 
anticipated ; which makes them backward to engnge i 
War: That tho' they have met with as bad Treatment froni! 
Spain as we have done, tho' as many Dutch Ships, in pr 
portion, have been unjullly feized by the Spaniards, y\ 
have they never yet attempted, nor do they feem to hare 
the [eali: Inclination to refcnt thcfe Injuries in any hoftile 
Manner. The Princes of Germany are now contending 
amongft themfelvcs about the Succefiion to fome Parts of 
the PalatlnAtc ; and that Contention may perhaps break 
out into an open Rupture. Of iht Princes of It^ly. thi 
two tnoH potent may probably be engaged in the Alii* 
ance againft us; and the King oF Portugal dares not aflill 
us, X even doijbc if he would dare to admit our Men o| 
War into his Ports. Then, if we look Northward, of 
the two Northern Kingdoms, the moft powerful fcemi 
already to be united againLlus ; and the Mufcovites, if the/ 
were irclined, are at coo great a Dillancc to afford us an/l 
Relief. Thus, Sir, we are at prefent without any one Ally/ 
upon the Continent, that would give us Aflillance ; and in 
cafe of a War, the two moft potent Kingdoms in Europe 
would probably be united sgiintl us; nay, I do not know 
but that the greatell Part of Europe would unite againO us| 
and when the AfBiirs of Europeare in fuch Circumftnnces^ 
would it not be the Height of Madnefs in us to engage.' 
War, if we can by any Art, or by any Means, avoid or 
lay it ? 

' But this. Sir, is not our only Misfortune it prefent. 



^mtftic Clrcamftancf! arc far from being in fach a Con. Anno i2.Ceoi' 
dition as may encourage ui to engage in War. Otr Peopie *'■ »7j8-p. 
arc alrrady taxed aimoft as much as they can polTibly be^r i Vi-'^'V^^ 
and moll of ihofc Taxes mortgaged for paying the Debts 
we contracted in the hte War : I'he Ovsrplus of our pub- 
lic Rerenue is hardly fuflicicnt for Supporting our Civil 
Government in Time of Peace. Jf we go to War, wa 
muft lay on new or additional Taxes: This will increafe 
tbofe Animoficies and Divifions that now prevail too much 
amongftus; and will caufe that Party to raife its He;td, 
which h IS not dared to look up for near twenty Years paft. 
If we goto War, our Enemies will certainly endeavour to 
bring US into Confufion at Home, by embracing the Cauf* 
of the Pretender: The War itfclf will be made the Ciufe 
of the Pretender; nd when our People find every Year 
new Loads of faxes laid upon them, m-iny of them may 
begin to afcribe all the Mibfjrtunes they kbour uader, to 
the iUullrioas Family now upon our Throne, which will 
make them ready to join any Number of foreign Troops 
that (hall invade us, with the Pretender at ihcir Head, if 
France and Spain Ihould join ag;iinit us, it will be impoJTt- 
ble lor us to guard our Coads, by means of our Navy, fa 
clofely, as that it may not be in their Power to throw a 
few regular Troops into fome Pari of the Ifland; and this 
might give us fo much to do at Home, that we fhould nei- 
ther have Leifure nor Power to diftrefa our Enemies, or pro- 
tefl oar Plantations Abroad 

■ I have as jull a Senfe as any \fan can have of the Suffer- 
ings of our Merchants, and ot the Indignities that hav* 
been put upon the Nation by the Spanilh Guarda Coda's ; 
but naitorul Refulucions, Sir, ought not to be dire^ed by 
PalTian : We may, we ouglit to fbew a proper Releniment ; 
but our Rcfentmcnt ought to be governed by Prudence; 
end if it is, we mull fufpend fhewing it, till a Change in 
the Circtimtlances of Europe prefencs us with a favourable 
Opportunity, which, in all Probability, we fhall not be long 
obliged to wait for. Therefore, if this Conventioa had 
not been fo favourable as it appears to be, his Ma jcfty oughr. 
J think, in the prefent Conjun^ure, to have accepted of 
Se. This is the Opinion I muft form, from the View I 
have of the prefent Pofture of ASairs, and from Circum- 
fiances that are publicly known i but his Majelly may know 
nany Circumftances which we do not know, and which he 
cannot communicate to this Houfc; and therefore in fuch 
Cafes, we ought to he extremely cautious of refufing nur 
Approbation to a Meafure wtiicb his MajeAy has thougbc 
6[ to approve of. Such a Cau:ioa would have been ne- 
' Vol.. VI. C «il*ry. 
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4knnoi;.Cca coiTary, even eho* thre Convention had appeared to havC 
been sit gel her unfatibfaflory » but I have fliewn, I chink* 
iftat we have got by it all thnt could be renfonably expelled 
by a Preliminary Treaty ; Trom whence we have good Rea- 
lon to )wpe. that in eight Months Time we Ihall obtain by 
a dffiniiiue 'Ireaty all v/c cnn defirc, which is a Delay, 
jMn furc, not worth our while to go to War for. The 
fore, [ muft think, I am fully warraotcd in what I am 
propofe. which is, 
y.otion Jbran » That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty 
^"l'^ rnnil'n " return the Thanks of this Houfc for having the Conventii 

communicated to \ii i and to cxprefa our juil Senfe of^htt 
Royai Care for the true Intereft of his People, in bringing 
the Demands of his Subjefb to a £oal Dacrmination; 
nnd for procuring a fpeedy Payment for the LoHes the 
Merchants AiHainedby thcSpaniards, by a certain llipulated 
Sum. And to declare our Satisl^dion in the FoundatioB 
his Majelly has laid for preventing and removing the like 
Grievances and Caufes of Complaint fur the future, and for 
yrcrci*ving the Peace between the two Nations, and our R» 
Jiance on his M.ije[ly that effeflual Cire wilt be taken JM 
the foJemn Treaty to be made purluant to this Conventioa* 
|hat the Freedom of Navigation in the American Seas maf 
be futty fecurcd and cOublitlied for the future; and that hii 
hW}Cl\y''s Subjects may enjoy unmoleiled their undoubted 
Right of Navigating and Trading to and from any Part ctf 
his iVIjjefly's Dominions, without being liable to be ftop^ 
Ti6ted, or fsarched on the open Seas, or to any other Vi 
latioa of the Treaties fuUilling between Great Britain 
Spain, as the only Means to preferve upon a lolling Fi 
dation a good Correfpondence and Fricndfliip between ti 
two Crowns; and that in regulating and fettling the 
mils of hii MajeHy's Dominions in America, in the Tri 
to be made with Spain, the greater Regard will be had 
-the Rights and PofTeffions belonging to his Majefty's Cn 

and Subjeds. And lo affure his Majefly, that in 

his Majelly's jad Expeflations fhal! not be anfwered, t 
this Houfe will fupport his Majelly in takiog fuch Meafu 
as may be moH conducive to vindicate the Honour and JDij 
»ity of his Majelty's Crown, and the Rights of hisPcopli 
Mr. Campbvl of PembroUclliire. 
Si a, 

I fland up to fecond the Motion which the Hono' 
Gentleman near me has been pleaicd to make ; and I fccoa 
it, bccaufc, I ihink. the neceflaiy Confequencc of our nc 
agreeing to it, would be an immediate War. Now, as. 
laiuk we have got by this Convention as mtich as we coul 
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«xpeS by a Preliminary Article, for with re(p^ to onr (a- Anno 1 3 G«*, 
Cure Security it nn be called noching el&. nor was ic pclU- ''' ^'i^ 9- 
ble in (b iborta Time to make it any thing ellci and, u ^^y^^'\^. 
I think, that the Court of Spain'f agreeing to thi'^ Con- 
vention, pfpecially that Part of it wlrich llipuhtes an ini'. 
mediate ReparatioDt fumifhes us with a Ilrong Ptefumpdoa 
that they arc inclirxd to do as JuAice. and that wc (lull in 
a Diort time obtain fufficient Security for the Freedom of 
our Trade and Navigation in Time to come; cher«fure, I 
mufl think a War quite unnccelTaryt and no VV'ar can be 
jult that is not ncceflary, oor can zny Wtr be boiiourabtv 
lliat is not jull. 

* This Coniideration, Sir, cOBvioces mc, that we ovght 
to approve of this Convention ( and my Honourable t*riend 
lias ukcn Care to put fome Words or Expreifions into the 
Addrefs he has been pleafed to propofe, whicli, in my 
Opinion, will obviite the only material Objection I have 
besrd made to this Treaty. Our Merchants feem to thihk, 
chat our Rights and PoHefllons in Amcrici arc not fulH- 
ciently fccurcd to us by the Terms of this Preliminary ; 
and therefore they apprehend, that fome of tliem are to be 

fiven up by our Plenipotentiaries. Thefc Apprciitcfioni, 
chink, there can be no Ground for, from any Word or 
ExpreOion in this Preliminary; nor can any Man entertain 
fuch a Thought, if he confidcrs the inviolable Attachment 
iii» Majefty has always (hewn for the Rights and Privilc-gu 
of hts People, and that oar PJenipoientiaries can do nothing 
without his Order, nor fioally agree upon any thing with- 
ou: his Approbation; but il it were poffible to apprehend, 
that any of our Rights or PoHcOions are in Danger Qf being 
lolt. or given up by the defmitive Treaty that is to be con- 
cluded in purfuaocc of this Preliminary, even that PoUi- 
bilicy maft be taken away, by our declaring, in the Addrefs 
propofcd,our Ueliance on hu Majetly, that from hisconftant 
Actcntion to the Honour of hi^ Crown, and the undoubted 
Rights of his People. effeAual Care wttj be taken, that the 
Freedom of Navigation in the American Seas may be fully 
iccured and ellablillied for the future; and tliac in regu- 
lating and feiiliog the Limits of his Majelir'fi Dominions 
jn America, the greatcH Regard will be had to the Rights 
■nd PoiTclTions belonging to his Majeily 'a Crown and Subjeds. 

• By thefc Words, I (ay. Sir, the very Pofiibility of ap- 
tnehending any Danger to our Rights or PoUcfllons mud 
be effcfloalty removed i for after luchafull and cxpliac 
Declaration of E*arliament, what Miniflcr will dare to ad* 
vife his Majefty to give any Inftroftions, or to ratify any 
Treaty, for giving ap, or uicroaching in the Icail upon« any 
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AnnniiGcoof '^"^'g^*^®''^'-'^^'^'^"*'" America? Therefore, rthlsll 
li- X7iS-9' no ODe good Rcafun can be aligned for our refuiiiig to gr 

^Z"^^) fuch an Approbation to this Conveotion, a» the Honourabl 
Gentleman has been pleafed to propofe ; for really, in my 
Opinion, it looks more tike a Declaration of what we ex- 
peft by the folcmn Treaiy thai is to be concluded, than an 
Approbation of the freliinin&ry that hm been already con* 
eluded. 

' Sir Thomas Sanderfon. 
Sin, 
rafiir Thomas * The Great Dcfign, and the chief Ufe of PariiamCDts^j 

Ijjuidtifan. 15, to prefent to our Sovereign the Opinions as well m 

Grievances of the People; and this Houfe in particular if 

dcfigned a& a Check upon Minillcrs, and as a Sort of A 

ror, in which the Counfcls, the Anions, and the Meafi 

of Minivers are to be traly and faithfully reprefented 

their Muftcr. In abfolute Monarchies the King can nevei 

know, by any legal Means, whether the Meafurcs be isadt 

vited by his Miriilers to purfuc be agreeable to his Peo» 

pie: He can never be iiiformed of their being dilagrceable, 

but by the Infurrfflions or Rebellions of the People, which 

generally end in the Diftruftion of a great many Subje^s, 

ftnd often in the Ruin of the Sovereign. This is a M" 

forcunc that in thiit Kingdom we Jhall alwayf be free koi 

while we have Parjiamcncs, and fuch Parliaments as are io^ 

dependent of the Admimnration. But if ever our Parliap 

nienn ihoatJ come to be under the Dircdion of the MU 

niQer, for the Time being, they woukl be ulclcfs, they wo' 

be pernicious ; becaufe they would be made ufe of only 

jmpofing upon the King with the greater Afiurancc, and 

opprefTing the People with the gre^^ier Security, Therti 

fore, 1 hope, that in this Houfe we fliall upon all Occafion 

talk to our King, not in the Language of hiN Minillcrs, ba 

in the Language of Truth, in the Language of hisPeophi 

J^or this Kcafon, white I have the Honour to have a Sei 

here, 1 fhall sever join in any Addrel's to the Throne thi 

may in the icalt contribute towards inducing my Sovereig 

to form fuch an Opinion of any public Mealure, as may fa 

contrary to the Opinion I have, upon a thorough Enquir 

formed of it, and contrary to the Opinion which, 1 kn 

the People in general have formed of it. The Conventii 

row before us, in my Opinion, is the moll dtfhonourabli, 

the mofl deceitful, the irtoEt ruinous Treaty this Natiti 

ever made: I will be bold to fay, that 99 out of a lOo < 
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t>ie People 2re of. the fame Opinion; and iliall I agree to AnnotsCtb- 
sn Adilrcfs, which mult make the King believe, if he be- 11- t7i^-9- 
lieves what we fay, that it is a.Q honoara.bIe, fair, and ad- V./'V'^Nk^ 
vantagcoos Treaty ? 

• The Honourable Gentleman and his Friends may, if 
they plcafe. Sir, call the latter Part of the Addrefs he has 
propofed a Declaration of what we expeA by the folemn 
Treaty that is to be concluded ; but the firll Part is a down- 
right Approbation of the Convention ; and is therefore in- 
confillent with the latter; for it would* in my Opinion, be 
ridiculous in us to fay, we expefl or hope for any thing 
from a folemn Treaty that is to be concluded in purfuance 
of a Preliminary, by which every thing we h^ve to expert, 
or hope (or, is previoufly given up, and airaotf ejcprclsly 
furrender'd. Out of the Regard I have, and I hope, Ihull 
always have for his MajeHy, I mufl, in examining the 
jAddrefspropoled, leave his Name out. and fublUtute in its 
Koom, the Name or Term Miniftcr, or Negotiator, Shall 
J, Sir, upon Occaiion of this Convention, exprel's my moft 
gracefuj Acknowledgments f&r the MiniHer's, or Nego- 
tiator'* particular Care, and tender Regard (ot the Interclls 
of the People, when 1 think that in negotiating and agite- 
f ing to this Convention, he has fhewn no Ca.-e, no Regard 
[/or, but on the contrary has facrificed. I Ihall not fay be- 
uayM, the moft valuable, the moQ facred Rights of his 
Country? Shall 1 (ay, that a final Adjultmcnt of our long 
depending Oemaods has been obtained by this Convention, 
when I Ice, that inllcad of adjufUng, we have reieafed 
them? Shall I fay, that any Payment is to be made by 
I Spain upon that Account, when il appears that Spain is 
> nut to pay one fiogle Gruat. when it appears that no one 
Shilling is fo much as llipulated, but what is to be paid by 
j one Part ol our own Subjeds to another ? Or, fhail 1 lay, 
Ki 1 am fatislied with the f-'oundatit>n the Miniller or Nego- 
H. tiator has laid, for preventing the like Grievances and 
H, Caufes of Complaint for the future, when ] am convinced 
V^- that, by this Convention, a Foundation is laid Ibr incrraflog 
ihcm, and for rendering them perpetual f God forbid. Sir, 
that any Member of this Houie fhoald behave io luch a 
ilaviih Manner towards the Miniller, or in fuch a deceitful 
L^ Manner towards his Sovereign. 

B^, ' i fhall allow. Sir, that when Difierences arife between 
P two Nations, War ought not to be rcfolved on till Appli- 
cation be firfl made fur having them removed by a friendly 
Accommodation ; but that Application ought to be made in 
an honourable Manner, and fuitable to the Dignity of the 

t^iuoq that makes ii. If ^ Matters of Right that are 
beguq 
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Anno 1 2.6co. begun Co be difputed be fuch as are rczUy doabtfol, a Ke-' 
gotiation may be fet on l-'oot for having them explained t 
but to difpute the nion undoubted Rights, Rights that srtt 
cibbliOied by the Law of Nature as well ai by particular 
Treaties, is one of the greateA Infulcs that can be put by 
cnc Nation upon another; and therefore, the only Appli- 
cation tha: can be made is a peremptory Demand fur having 
them acknowledged in the molt explicit Terms : To ne- 
gotiate} or to treat about fuch Rights, is to betray them- 
iVgain, when Violences are committed by the 8ubje£ts «f 
cnc Nation upon thofc of another, Satisfadion may be dc- 
mandcd, nay, I fhall gr>-int that it ought to be demanded In 
e pe:iceal>!e Manner, before refolving to take Satisraftion 
by Force of Arms ; but this Satisfaction ought to be re- 
fjuireJ, not fucd for; and much lefa fued for agiiin, after, 
many afieded Delays or (ham Excufes : To require Satif-' 
(JL^ion in a peaceable but dignified Manner is prudent, iftj 
commendable ; but to fue and fotlicit for it is mean, abje^J 
and difhonouiable ; and when a Nation continues to fue fori 
it, under frequent Repetitions of the fame Sort of ViO-| 
lenccs, it is ridiculous, it ia mifchievous. 

' This, [ am afraid, is our Cafe with regard to Spam. , 
We have negotiated about our undoubted Rights, we havvj 
fued for SatisfaAion, and have fo long continued negotiatingy j 
that we have at lal^ rendered ourlelves ridiculous and con* ' 
temptible. In this Opinion I am confirmed by the Treaty ' 
now under our Confidcratron : A Treaty which they fcem 
to have iinpofed upon us as the Coup dc Grace to that Cha* 
jidieT wc formerly had among the Princes and Potentate 
of Europe. After difputtng with us fuch undoubted Right 
and committing lo many and fuch unheard-of Depredation 
upon our Mercfiancs, if they had not had the utmoft CoitJ 
tempt of our LInderilanding, as well a^ Power, it was 
poOible they could have thought of impofing fuch a Treat; 
upon us : A Treaty by which they have» under the Pr 
tencc of giving us a Foundation for obtaining fiiturc S, 
curity, obliged us to give up thofe Rights upon which il 
depends; and ioHead of giving us Reparation, they haW 
obliged us to give them a general Reteafej nay ^rther 
they have obliged us to give up to them, for much lef 
than the true Value, five Britifh Ships and their Cargoei 
which they had, before this Treaty was thought of, obuge 
thcmlclves to rcftorc. If they had given us a flat Denis 
if they had abfolurely refufed to give us any Security i 
Reparation, it would have been fhewing a Contempt of o 
Power only ; but to prefumc to palm upon us fuch a fha 
Security, and fuch a &llaciott» Son of Repaiatiofi, is fbe 

ii 
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; the tflmoft Contempt of our Judgment as well as our Anno 
Power. As yet the Contempt can fall upon our Negotia- ^^- * 
tors only J but if this Hoafe fiiou'd give any thing like a ^^"^ 
SandlioB to fuch a Treaty, the Contempt mull fiU upon the 
Nacion, or at leaA ujiun that which is called the Wildom 
cf the Nation. 

' In order. Sir. to make good what X have faid, I mad 
beg Leave to confider what we ought to have hnd.and whe- 
ther wc havegot. by this Treaty, fo much as the Hopes of 
obtaining any one Thing we ought to have had. I believe 
every Gentleman will allow, that we ought to have had 
Ibroe Satisfaillon for the many Infults the Spaniards have 
put upon the Crown and Flag of Great Britain. To fome 
this may appear to be merely a Point of Honour } but to 
me it appears fo material, that X thiaJc wc can have no fit- 
tore Security without it. No Treaty, no Regulations you 
can make, will, in my Opinion, figniiy any Thing, without 
fome exemplary Sati&fc^ion ; for the Spanifli Governors 
and Ciptiins of Guarda Coda's in America will fhcw no 
Regard cp any Treaty or Regulations you can make, if they 
find they may tranlgrcfj them with Impunity. Whereas* 
if fome of thole Governors and Captains thac have robbed 
our Merchants had been hanged, as they highly defervCp 
aad their Bodies hting up in Ch^iins, upon the moll con* 
fpicuous Capes of Cuba, HiCpaniolo, and Porto-Rico, Ic 
%vould have Ibewn all fuch for the future what they wen 
10 expc^, if they infult«d the Crown, or injured the Sub- 
jc£ls of Great Britain. But the Court of Spain, being re- 
folvcd to grant nothing that might any way contribute to 
our fucure Security, reAilvod not to allow the Word Satif- 
fifiion to be fo much as oaca mentioned in this Treaty z 
Even the Spanish Pirate who cut olF Captain Jtakin/i Ear, 
nuking ufc at the lame Time of the molt infulting Ex- 
prcfTion towards the Perfon of our K.ing, an Expreflion 
which no Britifh Subjed can decently repeat, anExprcilion 
which no Man that has a Regard for his Sovereign can ever 
forgive ; Kven this Fellow, I fay, h to live to enjoy the 
Fruits of his Rapine, and remain a living Tcltimony of the 
cowardly Tamcnefs. ind mean Submiflion of Great Britain^ 
»nd of the triumphant Pridet and Itubborn Haughtinefs oi 
Spain. 

* This alone, Sir, is fuScient to fhew, that we can hare 
no Hopes of any future Security ; and yet a future Security 
for the Freedom of our Trade and Navigation was whac 
we ought principally and peremptorily to have infilled on; 
but our negotiating Miotlteis have not fatisBcd ihcmfelvca 
with DTgltCling it, they have aJraoll exprefsly, by this Pre- 
liminary^ 
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Anno 12 Geo. liminary, giveh it upt They have alraoft exprefsly given 
II. 175s j>. ap the Rights upon which it depends, by referring thetiij 
10 be reg'ilateJ by Plenipotentiaries j for if we confidcr tha 
Nature of thofe Rights in (Iffpute between Spain and 
upon which our future Security depends^ we mult fee th 
if Uie Right we pretend to be regulated, it mufl be f 
rendered, and that if the Right Spain pretend-^ to be 
gulaied, it mult be ettablifhed. The Right we pretend 
the Right which, I hope, the Nation will never depar _ 
from, whatever our Ncgotbtors may do. is a Right ta a free" 
N.'ivigition in the open Seas of America; This RJghe 
the Spaniards, trufting to our Feeblenefs, or our Fondncfi 
for Negotiation, have taken upon them to deny : They tay^ 
we have no Right to any Navigation in the American Scat 
buc what they Jiave granted ns by Treaty, which is only 
whilil our Ship Hcer a dircft Courfc from one Part of chd 
Bfitilh Dominions to another. For God's Sake, Sir, whaT 
is it, in this Cafe, our Plenipotentiaries are to regulate 1 
Are they to rtfguhte what {hall or ftiall aot be called a • 
reft Courfe ? If we agree 10 any (uch Regulation, can 
afterwards (ny, wc h»vc a Right to a (rcc Navigation 1 
Does not every Gentleman fee, that if this Right be re>J 
guiated, it mu^ be given up? 

< On the other hand. Sir. Spain pretends to a Right tftj 
fearch our Ships in the open Seas of America, and to feiz 
and confillcare them, if they be found railing out of their du4 
Courfc, or if any Goods, which they arc pleafcd to < 
contraband, be found on board. Does not every Gentlema 
fee that this Right mull be granted, mufi be elhblirhed, be^ 
fore it can be regulated ? Therefore, it may be jullly faidJ 
ihat, by this Prtllininary, we have furrcndcr'd the Right 
we pretend to, and e^abjifhed the Right the Spaniards pre>] 
tend to i or at lealt, that wc have laid a Foundation for ex4 
prefsly (urrcndcring the one, and ellablifhing the otheri 
by the folemn Treaty that is to be concluded m purfuanol 
of this Preliminary. This is the leait we have done by thil 
Preliminary ; and that is the more diflionourable. the mart 
fcandalous, becaufe the Right we pretend to, is a Rigbl 
ettablifhed by the Law of Nature, enjoy'd by all Naiiott' 
and con/irmed to us by every I'reaty fubfiiling between tl 
two Crowns; Whereas, the Right the Spaniards pretef 
to, is a Servitude, which no Nation ever pretended to it 
pofe upon another, ror did ever the molt contemptib 
Nation under the Sun fubmit to it. To wliich I mult a 
another Misfortune, that all the Regulations that can, 
either of thefe Cafes, be eflablifhed, arc to be explained a 
•jodged cf by Spaniih Governors and Captains of Gug 
.\-' ^ Cofl 
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C6fU*s; and tlicrefore, we may from tljcir pall B^hAviocr Annoi: Geo. 
conclude^ that every Britllh Ship they meet within theSeas ^ »7jS-^. 
of America will be adjudged to be a Trefpaffer againlt V/V^^ 
iomc of ttit:rc Regulations, and confequcntly liable to Ccn- 
Bfcation. 

• Thus, Sir, it appears.we have negotlated.we h&ve treated 
away &)l Hopes of future Security i and now I ihall make 
it appear, we have tlone the fame wiih relpc£l to Repa- 
ration for paft Injuries. By a commifl"ori;iI Way of 
Keckoning our Negotiators reduced the Demands of cKcir 
Country to 20o,ooo /. and this Sum, allowing a Trifle, as 
they fay, for prompt Payment, they pretend to have ob- 
cainedforus: But how have they obtained u ? They allow 
Spain to dcdu^ 60,000 /. on account of a mod frivolous 
Demand they fee np againll us, and before Spain pays any 
thing to us they have allowed them to ex[ort in the moit 
unjullifiablc Manner from our South-Sea Company 68,000 /, 
Thcfe two Sums reduced what Spain was to pay to us, by 
Way of Repiiration, to 72,000/. and from this Sum they 
Jiave nlJowed ihcm to <?edu6i 45,000 /. a pretty modcll Al- 
lowance, for prompt Payment: Then there remains but 
27>ooo/. and for this they have allowed them to detain, 
and convert to their own L'ls, five Britiih Ships, which the 
JCing of Spain had before promised to rellore, and had 
•fluaJIy fcnt Ccdula's to the WcU- Indies for that Purpofe* 
v^htch five Ships, 1 mean thofe mentioned in the 4th Article 
»©f this Treiity, were worth jo or 40,000/. Docs oo[ every 
one fee. Sir, that inJlead of our getting any Reparation by 
•his Treaty for paft Injuries, we have really allowed the 
Spaniards to keep to the VaJueof at leall 3, if not i^.oooA 
bf what they had before obliged thcmielves to r,citordf 
Khd this, I (uppofe, our Negotmtioj s ai lowed them by Way 
^ a Reward for their allowing the (ham, Itipulatcd P^> 
VAcnt of 95,000/. to be mentioned in this Treaty.. Jn 
Donfideration of which Iham, llipulated Payment, wehavr 
tiven them a general Releafe for all Demands, and all pall 
rnjuries. Sir, if we had freely given them a general Re- 
^afe, we might have had Something to boail of: We mighc 
k^ve bragged of our generous and lorgiving Temper i but 
1^ be thus choutcd out of all our juft Demands, muft make 
■« the Ridicule of every Foreigner that hears of it. Can 

ch a fham Reparation, fuch a lumping Bargain as this, be 
to be an Acknowledgment in the Spaniards of their 

ving been in the wrong to ui? So' Jaroiherwire,;Ciat it 
, be fuppofcd, they inlillcd upon our lumping away our 

emands m this Manner, on.purpofe toavutd their being 

bl'gflJ to acknowledge themletves iu the wrong, or l^oac- 
^Voi.. Vi, D knowledge 
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2 Ceo. knolwJedge ihit »»y of our Ships had been unjuftly karched, 
\i-9- fcized. or conhfcucd, except the 6veShip) they had be{bit 
acknowledged to be (o i and provided we woald allow ihea 
to keep thefc live Ships, 1 fuppofe tbey were willing u 
agree, to allow us what they ralued them at by way d 
Iteparauon. 

• This, Sir, is in reality, whatever we may pretend, tin 
rnly KcpnratioTi we are to meet with from Spain i and ihii 
Reparation they had promifed us before thii Conventioi 
was thought of. The 6o,ooo/. which we have allov 
ihcm for their Ships^ which we took and dcftroy'd io i 
Year 1718, can be no Reparation to us, whatever it : 
be to them i becaufe they had no Pretence for any fuch ] 
mand. 1'l>e taking and dcftroying of thofe Sbipi was wli 
we had a j;ift Title to from their Infraflion of Tr 
It wns then reckoned fuch a Piece of public Service, 
Sir George Byng was made a Peer for it i and if we 
m fed to rcrtorc them by the Treaty in 1 721 , we perfor 
iJ»t Promife, as far as was incumbent upon us : We 
iptfed nn!y to rellorc them in the Condiiion they were'd 
We did not promife to repair them, or to make thenl 
^r Service I and if theSpaniards would not take them,! 
cat:fc they would not be at the Expence of repairing tli 
It wa; ihrir I-'ault. Therefore I muft fuppofe our N(i 
tia:0JS Allowed of this Demand for no other Reafon, but^ 
o.der to have a Pretence to fay, they had obtained (ome J 
of Reparntion ; sind the 68,000 /. to be paid by our I 
Sea Company, 1 mull look on ii a Condefcenfion o(i 
iame Nature. The King of Spain had juftly no fuch I 
mand upon the Company: If he had, they had nid 
grenter Demnndi upon him: The Court of Spain itfeUi 
lows they have a juft Demand for above four Times 
Sum; therefore the molt that Court could infill on, 
Compenfation; but the Truth is, I believe, tibey arcd 
folved never to pay the Company a Shilling; and ouir If 
gotiators allowed them to infill upon the immediate V( 
ment of this 68,000 /. upon a Promife to pay it back 
them by way of Reparation. Can this be called a Hq 
ration made by Spain } Can it be called a Reparation fg 
to this Nation? If the Compary would agree to pay 
which I believe they will nor, it might be fomc Rcpartf 
to our injured Merchants t but a Reparation made to d 
by our own South Sea Company can never be faid tof 
Reparation made by Spain ; nor can a Reparation mad 
cne Part of our tnvn People to another be faid to be a 
famtion made to the Nation. 

• i have now, I hope, clearly fhcwn, Sir, thtt by 
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Coflvention wc have obtained no Satisfnflion, no S«urity. AnnoriGeo. 
no Reparation ; but that on the contrary we iiave given up ' 
all future Pretences to every one of thtm, 'J'hcrciore I 
cannot think that any Gentleman who confideri hiinrelf 
only as a Member of this Houfe will agree to our approach- 
ing the Throne of our Sovereign with Cuch an Addrrfs as 
has been propofcd. Immediate W^ar may not be the Con- 
fequence of our refuling our Approbation ; but immedinie 
infamy to the Nation wiJt, in my Opinion, be the certain 
Confequence of our granting it. I Jhall allow that War 
^ught to be avoided. It ought to be avoided by all Mcnni, 
lit fcandalous, cowardly Means. A Nation that has once 
tthe Chftraflerof being cowardly, or too fearful of en- 
jiging in War, muft always he in a Sort ol War. They 
^ill always be fufiering War, but never making any. This, 
'. am afraid, has been too much our C^fe for 1 7 or 1 3 Years 
afl: We have had our Towns betieged. our Ships taken, 
ur Merchants plundered, and our Seamen bdrbarouHy 
ated, without our declaring War, or committing any 
loftilities on our Side, Long before the Treaty of Seville, 
tie Spaniards began their Depredations : We then bought 
Peace at a dear Kate; at the Price of facrificing theFriendi 
"dip and Confidence of one of our bcil Allies. While wc 
vere getting Provinces for Don Carlos, which has fincc 
procured him Kingdoms, the Spaniards fufpended a little 
heir Depredations i but they never granted us any Re- 
■rvtion for what was pail, nor Security HgiiinA future, tho* 
hey promifed both by that Treaty: On the contrary, at 
on ts their Turn vna ferved, they renewed their Dcpre- 
ations with more Vigour and Cruelty than ever. And 
all we approve of a Treaty, which, inllead of preventing 
bem, will give the Spaniards what they never had before, 
t Title to continue them ; for this mull be the Cafe, if in 
Lirfuance of this Preliminary we agree by a folemn Treaty 
any Regulations, cither with regard to our Right to a 
ee Navigation, or with regard to the Right tliey pretend 
of Searching ourShips upon the open Seas, and feixing 
hem, if found failing out of their due Courie, or with any 
xoodson board, which they are pleafcd to call contraband. 
Our agreeing. Sir, to foch a Treaty mull neccflatily in- 
Dlve us at lalt in a War, unlefs we have a Mind to give up 
pur Plantations and Weft-India Trade : Wherc.11 our refufing 
ur Approbation to thii Preliminary will prevent any fuch 
blemn Treaty's being negotiated, and may prevents War; 
if Spain has the leaft Dread of our Relcntment or 
Power: if this Nation is not already brought into the ut. 

ISioft Contempt, when Spain fees that they cannot amufc a 
I D i Briii* 
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Annoii-Rfo. Britifb Parliamert. as Woll as a Britifli Miniflry, they ' 
IL i?;S-!). agree to do us Julticc in 3 pciiccnblc ^f3nnc^. But _ 
L/\^^-^ .CJod's Sake, Sir, what are wc afraid of? If Spain 19 not'] 
filled by France, 'tis impoffibJc wc can have any Thing 1 
tear. 11 France Jhould join againlt us ; tho' I may 
perhaps tliink. we are an equal Match for tbcm bocfal 
Land, ytt, 1 ihink, we ary more than a Match for tho 
both at Sea ; aod there they muil gain a Superiority, 
they can diftrefs, or greatly hurt this Nation, But fupy 
we were not: The Honourable Gentleman who made tb 
A'iOiion, has himfclf given a good a Rcafor, why wc ihooj 
HOC fubunit to an infamous Peace. The Race is not to I 
Swill, nor the Uaitle to the Strong, 'tis God that gives 1 
Viilory i and when wc have fo juft a Caufc, we have ; 
Reafon to hope for the AillUancc ot' God Almighty ; wli 
will be iufficient (or us, even tho', by means of our 
Ncgoltations and Condufi, we may now literally fay, 
have none elfe to put our TruCl in, but him. 

The CircumCancci of Europe, Sii, are indeed at pre 
in a dangerous, b mon terrible Situation; and the pre£ 
Circumilanccs of this Nation cannot, *tis true, be faid I 
happy i but the Honour.ibte Gertieman who made 
MoHon 1:, I think, one of the laO that ought to have ma 
ufe of fuch an Argumfiit for our approving of a diO 
mourable or ocllruftivc Treaty. If we have negotiated 1 
y^fKitrs of Europe into an unlucky Situation, 'tis 
known who ought to be bUmed j andifthedomcfticAfl 
«f this Nation be now in gic.it Diforder, a certain Frie 
his cannot be entirely innocent. Jf our Affaira arc brouK 
to fuch a fatal Criiis, that wc muft either forfeit our '. 
nour, and leave our Plantations and Trade expofed to < 
tinual Infults and Depredations, or engage in an uneqi 
War, it may be an Argument for fufpeoding our 
ment, if poflibic, till a more favourable Opportunity ofl 
but it can be no Argument for our agreeing 10 a difl 
nourabte and pernicious Treaty j especially when by 
n Treaty we are lo get nothing, not fo much as a Sufpen 
of Hollilities. and are to give a general Releafe of all 
mcr Decn^nds, a general Oblivion of all paA Injuritl 
fur fmce we arc to get nothing, I think we owght noil 
have pailed from any thing by this Preliminary : Our D 
_ mande, as well as our Rights, might have been leferredi 
be regulated by our Picnipotcndaries ; and in that Cafe.l 
could have iofined or relajted with reg.ird to the form 
according to the Compliance wc had found Spain ready 
make with regard to the latscr. . 

• J thcrcfpfe hope. Sir, tliatoo Gentleman will befrie 
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ncd into an Approbation of this Treaty, by the Terrors Anmi. 1 2 Te^ 
that have been cbrown outj but that on the contrary every ^^ ' '^'^'9' 
Gentleman wilt upon this Occafion refume the Spirit of hit 
Anceftorj» and rejcfl a Treaty which (b evidently blafls the 
Honour of hia Coonlry. When this is done, wc may with 
Honour examine into the Terrors wc have been thrcatned 
withj and if there be the leall Ground for them, I hope it 
will be a prevailing Argument for oar entering upon n liritt 
Enquiry into the Conduft of thofe who have brought their 
Country into fuch fatal Circuinfianccs; for if we be in foch 
a woful ConditioTi,a$cobe unable to continue in Peace with 
any Degree of Honour, or engage \a War with any Prof- 
peft of Succcfj, [ am furc we can expefl no Redref? from 
the future Conduft of thofe, who by their pall Conduit have 
brought our Afftirs. both at Home and Abroad, into fuch 
Piflrefs and Confufion." 
Lord Gage, 

S 1 a, 

f As incapable sb I am of entering into a OehKe ofLorilGage. 
this Nature, I can't with that Duty I think I owe my 
Country, and thofe I have the Honour to reprefcn:. (it ftill 
and only give a Negative to the Quellion before us : For I 
loolcoa this Addrds that is propofcd to be made his jMa- 
jelly, to be no more than a Vote of Approbation of the 
MeaGircs taken by the Adminillratioo, and of Thanks for the 
Bleffing the Nation has obtained by this Convention with 
Spain, o( which I once faid before, had a Mefit-nger wi:h 
proper InflruitJons been fcnt over in a Fiflicr-Boat, he would 
iiarc brought us back a better than that we have got. 

' As to any Compliments that arc to be paid his Majcfty, 
no one is more ready to join in them than myfelf ; but as 
by the Laws of this Land the King can do no wrong ; fo 
1 Jook on this Convention as the Work of the Miiiiller, 
and as fuch I Diall fpeak of it ; and that it is fo is clear, for 
Everybody, Ice him be never Co dim fighted {that lias not 
bad Duft throH'n into his Hycs] muil (cc that this glorious 
Convention, that has coH the Nation not above Half a 
Million of Money, is more a miniitcrtal Expedient to get 
over this Scflton of Pariiimcnt, than a I'hing calculated 
either for the Dignity of the Crown, the Saiisfadion of the 
Merchant!, or Keparation fur the repeated lofults on the 
Honour of the Nation, 

* When I hrft read the Convention, I was furprlzed to 
find that our indiiputable Right to ttee Navig.^tion, and no 
Search at any Dillance from Land, was to be rcfcrr'd to Flc- 
cipotentiaries at a future Congrcfa. The referring an in- 
dilf acable Right, is in a Manner weakening the 1 itlc, lux 
,»! (hat 
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no I I.Geo, that I ipprehenJ, that any Mininerit Home or Abroad 
I7i8-p. ^yjii ever dare give ap this Right of ours. 

But why is this to be difcufioi in a future Treaty ? W^hy, 
after the Reiblutioas the Parliament UA Year came into, 
was not ihiA the firft Article in (he Convention. Sint faa 
Msn, a9 to any Treaty with Spain, can there be any one 
tveak enough to imagine, that Plenipotentiaries fitting at a 
jound Table with Pen, Ink, and Paper before them, cas 
procure tor this Nation what oar Fleet could not hare 
done laA Year with Cannon, Powder, and Ball ? 

• Eefiies, by having deferr'd doing ourfclves Juftice, 
England may havelofi a very lucky Junfture : France and 
Spain ^tere noL then on fo good Terms, aj lam afraid they 
arc at prtie:;:. Had the Spaniards been attacked laft Year 
in New Spiiiti, we fhould have found them unprovided, their 
Garrifons wicbout Men, and their Fortificationi out of Re- 
pair. But this they have taken Care to remedy for the 
^(ure, by the great Number of Troops they have finc« 
fent thither, and by working Day and Night at their Foe* 
(ifications. 

' But as on the one band they are grown Ilronger, fo 
we on the other are grown weaker and poorer : We* Sir. 
lail Year threw away a vaft Sum of Money to no Purpofe, i 
but to be laughed at by a\\ Nations, and they by our Leave 
are brirging home, in their Galleons* vaLl Sum* of Mo*j 
ney to be employ 'd againll us. 

< What have we been doing for thefe laft twenty Yean 
but negotiating to no Purpofe ? What is there in this Treaty 
more than in all former Ones ? Did sot Spain by the Treaty 
of Madrid, in the Year 1721, which Treaty was confirmed 
by another in the fame Year, called the Tripple Alliance, 
Ripolatethat all former Treaties fhould be confirmed, and ex- 
preAy promifed that all Goods, Merchandizes, Money, Ships, 
and other EffeAs, which have been feixed as well in Spain 
as the Indies, fhould be ipcedily reflored in the fame kind, 
cr according to the joftand true Value of them, at the Time 
ihey were feized P Has there been a Tittle of this performed t 
Has our Merchants ever had any Sati&fafUon made them 
for their Ships, their ESefls and Mpney they were plunder'd 
ef ? Why, no. 

• But yet every Man, who it that Time did not believe 
they fliould, was looked upon as a Jacobite, a Man difnfleA- 
cd CO his MajeAy, or at leall to his MiniAer, which was aa 
bad, if not worfe. So hr were the Spaniards from per. 
forming one Article of this Treaty, that they ufed us worfe 
than ever, and fo continued doing till the Merchants came 
with frelh Complaints^ which thcv laid again before the 
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Hoafe of Comm&rw, where I can't Tay, they were very ci- Anno ix OeC 
Tilly ufed by (ooiei however, they made out very dear the " ' Ti?*^.! 
Allegations of ihc FeutiOD, and pxoTcd their LoHca beyood ' '^ 
CoDtradidJon. 

■ Upon this, vigoroos Refolationi were again cnter'd into 
by the Hoale of Common* to obtaio TulUcc and SatisiaAion 
for Che MerchaatB t and in order to obtain it, oar then aad 
prcfent Minlllert finding chat they had not fuccecded in any 
one Treaty they had yet made, eoter'd into another called 
the Treaty of Seville, figned in the Year 1729. 

« By the firft Article of thij Treaty all former Treatiea 
of Peace, Friendfhip and Commerce, are again renewed and 
confirmed i and Spain expreisly promifed not to do any 
Thing, nor fuffer any Thing to be donej that might be coo- 
tiary thereto direftly or indireftly. 

• In the 4th Article of thi» Treaty it is particularly 
igrced, that the Commerce of the Englifti Nation in Ame> 
rica ihonld be exercifed as heretofore : And that Order* 
ihonld be diCpatchcd without any JDclay to the Indies for 
thai Purpolc. 

' By the 6th Article of it, Commiflarles were (0 be 
named who were to fettle the Limits and Preienfions of the 
Merchants : And Spain promifed to execute punctually and 
cxadly, within Qz Months, what fliould be decided by the 
Hud Commiliaries, who were to make their Report in three 
Yeart} but there being nothing done in the 6rA three Years, 
the Term was renewtti for three Years more, in order to 
do nothing-—, which fuccecded accordingly. 

• And Iremember very well, that an honournbtc Gentle. 
nun on the Floor * oppoJite to me did at the Time of the 
making this Treaty often fay, that he was fure if the Go- 
vernment would give the Merchants the Money that wat 
to be allowed the Commiflaries, they would get more by 
that, than from the Treaty, which I think has proved but 
too true : For thofe Gentlemen for themfeWes have noc 
received lefs than twenty thoofand Pounds 1 whereas the 
Merchants have not received twenty Pence. 

• But yet at that time this honourable Gentleman as well 
as myfetf, and all thofe who thought as wedid, were looked 
upon ai a Sett of difaffefled People, as they are now who 
don't like this Convention, and expe^ no more Good front 
it than from all the former Treaties. 

' And as for my Part, I own I cxpefl no Good from it* 
bat apprehend much Hurt : Our Right to ftn Navigatign, 
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Snhot^ Gro. and no Search not being infertcd in it, but left to Com-i 

U- *Ti^if miilarics. 
^yV^»^ * I lind alfo, by what I call the Preliminary Article, the 

King of Spain's Protell, thai the South-Sea Company's 
Alliento Contraft will be annulled by the Company's having 
rcfufcd (a Tew Days ago in a full Coun) to pay the &xty 
eight thuufand Pounds^ the King of Spain dcmauds of them 
by ihat Proteft delivered to Mr. Keene. What Authority 
Mr. Kccnecoald have to make this Bargain for the St>uch- 
Sea Compmy, and give up a Property they are entitled to, 
by VirlDC of Treaties and AtU of Parliament, I can't ap- 
prehend. And tho' their Lof^ may be no nations! Point, 
yet io gr«atfl Body of Englifhrncn, whofc Property it con- 
cerned, delerves at lealt the Prutc£iion of Parliament. 

' The next Thing that 1 hate good Reafon to beljera 
will be given up, or at Icail taken from us, is Georgia, tho* 
hitherto lupported by great Sums of Money given by Par- 
liament, and grantetl by a Royal-Charter to the prcfent 
Truilees : Kor you will find by the fccond Article of this 
Convention, that the poor People, who, under the Proteflion 
of this Governmeoti have jmnfported themfelves thither, 
are to be left naked and defencclc6, expofed to the Mercjr 
of the Spaniards, whenever they pleafe to attack, them, bjr 
being reilrained from the Means of Sclfprefcrvation. For 
by tti4t Article it is agreed, that ncicKcr the Spaniards nor 
thty fliould raife any Fortifications. 

• Now, Sir, I can fee but one Reafon, why this wasftj' 
pulatcd in the Manner I have mcnuoned, for it regards 
only us (we demanding no Pare of the King of Spain's 
TerritoricE) and that is this; our Mini/ten hndjug that 
Spain did not much like our Settlement at Georgia* and 
they not daring, by a folemn Treaty to yield it up, chey 
might whifper the Spanilh MiniHers, and tell them we ar« 
forry we don't dare give it you up, but we will agree ic Ihal] 
be left defyncclels, ami then you may eafily take it, and 
we not called to an Account for it : This ii not at all im* 
probable, when we confider how induflrious our Miiuflei^ 
have been to Hnd out Expedients to be well with Spain, for 
the Good of their Country. 

* Now I have been fhewing you what I apprehend we 
Jhall lofe» lec us (ee a little what it is we have a Profpeft 
of getting: That of no Search, free Navigation, and Satif- 
failioD to our Merchants, I am lure it won't be, forthe 
Rcalbns I have nieniioned before, as well as from what fell 
iiom the honourable Gentleman that fpokc lart i for it is 
not to be fuppolcd, but what as far as fair Means would go 
cvei7"Method has been already irj-'d : And he jult now as 
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good as told OS, we couIJ proceed 67 no other: For that AnnoTa<;eo: 
wc ha J neither Money to goto War with, nor Kriend, nor ^^- »73S-J>. 
Ally in ;he World to iupport us ; and he mull know, who ^-/'"V^^, 
has beeq lur grand Negotiator for thefe laJl twenty Years 1 
a pretty Account. I mult own, he hat given us of the Suc- 
cefs of hii Negotiations, as well as prudent Declaration 
from one in his Foil. 

• But by this Treaty he lelJs us, there is to be ample 
Satisfadlon given to our Merchant^; how fur they are fa- 
sJsfy'd with the Convention the Houfe may judge, ffom 
%vhai they have heard them declare at the Bar. 

• He fays, they arc to receive 155,000/. will be in full 
Saiisfaftion for rhcirLofies '.ho' by the Bye, their Demand* 
oft Spain were for 340,000/, but oar Commi/T^ry, by a 
Stroke of his Pen, reduced them to 200,000/. beingas he 
thought full enough for our Merchants, and then to induce 
Spain to Prompt-Payment 45000 /. more vni flruck ofT, 
which brings it to the Sum the honourable Gerult-man has 
mentioned Spain is certainly to pay uii : And upon thj» 
Point, 1 find, he chicBy Teems to extol the Goodncfs of tho 
Convention, and the Ability of the Minifters in bringing 
Spain to this Condefcenfiun : For that Spain paying the 
^or\cy was owning her Fault, and declaring the fllegslity 
of her Proceedings : It: anfwer to this, in the {irli place, I 
^on't believe Spain will ever pay us a Farthing of the 
Money; and in the next Place, fuppofe the Money mcQ. 
tioned fhould be paid the Merchants, ]cc as fee how much 
Spain is to pay us of it- 

• Why in the firll Place towards making up the 155,000/. 
for the Satisfa^ion of the Merchants, Sraln infills oii Eng- 
land allowing her 60000 /. as the remaining Part of a Debt 
due to her for having deltroy'd her Fleet in che Year 1718. 
Very gracious indeed, that they did not carry her Demands 
as far back as Queen Elizahab'i Reign, /or the Fleet then 
dcftroy'd ! 

' But as ftraoge as this Demand of Spain m:ty fcem froiri 
her, it is much more fa in thofc who have r.greed to it, for 
it has been already once fatiffy'd, as nppc-irsby tliolc Pa- 

(ers on ycor Table, which are Copies of the Inilruflions 
nt to our MiniHers in Spain aL the Treaty of Seville, 
herein Is mentioned as followf. * In cafe Spain fh:in make 
any further Demands of you for the Lofs of their Fleet, 
dctlroy'J by Sir George Byog, afterwards Lord Torrington, 
' you are to tell the Spanifh Miniflcrs, that Spain has been 
' already amply fati^fy'd, and you are not to enter into any 
* farther Dilcullion with them on that Head/ 

■ Another Time Spain paid thcufrives this Demand by 
\q\.. VX. a. feiiing 
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AnnouGco. ^«'*'^S the Souib-Sea Company's Effcfts, Spain at tlfll 
11. 1 7i8-p. Time declaring, that they were teized and kept on that Ac- 
• ^■vr-vj count : But what does It iignify, if" for the Sake of obtaio- 
jng this moil advantageous Convention wc ftiould pay it her 
at this Time. And then it reduces what Spain is to py 
us, 10 95000/. 

* In the next Place, towardspaying the 95000 /.the King 
of Spain infifU by his Procett as I mentioned before. That 
the South-Sea Company fliall immediately pay him 63ooo /. 
being a Debt due to him from the Company, on one Head 
of Accounts, tho* at the fame Time, on other Heads of 
Accounts, his Majefty is indebted 10 the Company a Millioa 
over and above, as appears on your Tabic, for which ihey 
arc to Aay his Time. 

• Now. (hcfe two Sums make iz8,coo/. that I think 
Engl-ind is to pay our Merchants inllead of Spain (if ever 
paid} fa there remains but 27000 A for Spain to pay ; o( 
which 27000 /. Ihe has taken Care to be cxcnfed from pay tug 
one Farthing, as appears by the Stipulations by way d 
JDraw back, inferted in the 4th Article of the ConventioHi 
and the zd feperaie Article. 

* For by thofe Articles Spain is to deduft oat of cbe 
Money jhe is to pay whatever fhe may have already gives 
in Satis&£lion for ary of our Ships that have been takes:, 
AikI England is alfo to allow Spain the Value of the S| 
I'herefa, a Ship of theirs that had been fei7.ed in the Pa 
of Dublin in the Year 1733. AU tliia is to be fettled 
our Plenipotentiaries, and I think wc (hall come off well, I 
on (he Balance of Accounts infiead of receiving the 27000J 
we Ihan't be obligrj to pay an Overplus to ^pain, Hci 
ends, Sir, a Ihort Narrative of the ample Satis^dion En 
land is to receive from Spain for the 340,000/. due] 
her Merchants. A mod glorious Convencion I mull 1 
and fuch a Mader-Picce in Politics, that I dare fay nonei 
the Machiavitjans of the Age, but our own at the Headi 
Affairs, could have thought off 

' But yet, after alt this, wc (hall bctoM I dare fay, 1 
this thorough Diflike to the Convention, and Flame „. 
Nation is in, is railed only by a Parcel of Merchants and dj^l 
contented People, whoonly want to turn out the Mininen.| 

• No, Sir, that is not the Cafe, for it is not the Minilte 
but their Mcafures that have kindled this Flame : Pa 
will always fpeak for themfelvcs, and Merchants will 1 
ways know their own Intereft. 

■ Out when the continued Depredations on our Ma 
chants, the repeated Infults on the Honour of the Natic 
the Cruelties and Birbarilies exercifcd on our Sailon, 
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Countrymen thrown into Dungeons, and chained like Annois.Ceo. 
Slaves. I fay when this is confiJcr'd, and no more Profpc^ 
of Redrefs from this Convention than a Piece of walle 
Paper, qo wonder ibac the Heart of every EngUHunan 
ihould be eoflamed. 

* I beg Pardon, Sir, for having taken upfo much of yoor 
Time, but fhall beagainll this Addrefs to his Majelly, beciiufe 
I look on this Convention as dtfadvanugious to the Mer- 
chanti, difhoDoarable to King, and ignominious to the Nation,' 

Mr. How, * Member for Wilts, fpoke as follows. 
Sir, 

* I imagine what Gentlemen propofed to themfelves by xtr. How. 
examining the Convention was to obfcrve, indeed, and 
point oat any Miilakes that might be in it ; bat with thJt 
IntcncioD only, that they might thereby aiHft and enable 
(as is our Duty) thofe who have the Condud of Al&irs, to 
bring them to the happy ifliieof eftabliihing, by peaceable 
Means, all our feveral Rights, and more particularly that 
of a free Navigation, fubjefl to no Search; determined at 
the fame Time, if amicable Means Mil, todcfend our Rights 
by the iUongell Methods. But it feems 1 am mi^aken, for 
the Intent of fome Gentlemen proves lo be, to lay afide all 
£adeavour5 for Peace, and to enter immediately upon 
Wari but 1 mull be excufed from joining with them in 
that, and (hall continue my View of preferving and fe- 
curing, by amicable Mca,ns,all our Rights, agreeable to the 
Advice we ourtelves gave his Majefty.— . I do not think, Sir, 
the Confideraiion of the Convention itfcif to be of fo cx- 
teofive a Nature as it may at firll appear; I will therefore 
confine myfelf very cloftiy to it, that I may not trefpafs 
too long upon the Indulgence of the Houfe : And as it is a 
Point entirely National, I will exclude all Confiderations 
but what are National: Neither Friendfliip, nor, what is 
yet more powerful, its Contrary, nor any of the narrow 
Views of Party (hall find the leaft Admittance. The Opi- 
nion I (hall deliver you will be that of a plain Counuy 
Gentleman, who lives upon his Rents, and being latisfied 
his Rents depend on the Trade of the Nation, will be care- 
ful no way to injure chat Trade upon which his own Re- 
venue depends : And as that is to be the Cafe of all landed 
Men, we ought to be very cautious in our Proceedings to 
mvoid every Thing that may any way obftruft tltat good 
Succefs in this Negotiation, which it isfo particularly our 
Djty to further and advance, and to which any niii or un- 
advifcd Step may prove very detrimental j for all foreign 

F. 1 Ciiurti 

* Since cmtcd « V«cr oJ Qkk Britain by the Title ui B*ton 
crChcdvorili, 
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Anno rrflea Courts give great AttcntioQ to our Parliamentary Proceed- 
n. i7i*{p- ing«, elpeciiliy tiiole who are at Variance with us, aii4'' 

.C/'VX-> pcrhiips much more to tlic Proceedings of the leflcr, than 
c( the greater Nunnber. But upon this Head, and chat oi 
Treaties in general, I {hall only repeat the Words of Sir 
William Temple, a Perfon well verfcd in Negotiations, whoj 
writing of a Lircumllancc of Time much lefembling ouri 
iays, » It will be always Labour in vain, to make Trcatiei" 
' and carry on Negotiations Abroad, unlcfs there is st 
' Home an Union to fupport them.' 

• I lall Ytar gave my Confcnl to this Meafurc for Peace, 
to which the Houfe advifed hh Majedy : But if I had not, 
yet as it is by the Advice of Parliament, and by the Crown^ 

rurfoing that Advice, become the Meafureof my CountrjrJ 
fliould now have thought it indifpcnfably iny Duty to coin 
tribute to my Country's Succcfs in it. Such was the Ma 
of that People, who fliew'd the moll public Spirit, and wh«^ 
kept their Liberty the longcU. They, after the warineS 
DiJpuies in the Senate, always concluded unarimouny witllj 
that candid and gcrerous Exprcflion, ^oJ bene vsrt> 
Jieif-u^UcfT : And aa all Nations agree in that Maxim, i 
tope we ihall now put it in Execution — .. 

• But, Sir, I proceed to the Convention itfelf, bat wll! 
Cake ic up no higher than the lail Scllion of Parltanie 
which gave Birth to it, and will avoid bewildering myfcl^ 
richer in the Labyrinth of Treaties, or Accounts. 

• In the lalt SciEon of Parliament, the moving Relatia 
which the Merchants gave you of their Loffes, the co 
psflionate Senfe ycu exprcHed of them, and the juA la 
dignaiioQ that arofc in every Man's Breaft induced thid 
Houfe to ai^drcfs his Majerty, That he wouid endeavonTd 
by amidble Means, to procjrc Reparations of their Loflb. 
and Security for th<rir future Trade ; and that, if thofl 
3Vleafurej fiiould fail, we would fupport him in fuch as 
Ihould then iind ncccJTary. Here, Sir, give me leave i 
pbfetvc, that we alTared him of our Support in the fonnti 
Meafure, as well as in che latter, and not only fo, but in tb 
former preferably to the latter j which Afliirance I hop 
we Ihal] make good. 

' In confequence of this cur Advice, Negotiations were 
entered into, and a Convention or Agreement figned, br 
which a certain Sum was fUpuIated for Reparation of qOfi 
LoiTes, and a certain Time limited (a Circumdance not lp| 
be over-Jooked) in which all other Matters in difputc aretpl 
bo difcufifed, and fctticd according to the Treaties now isj 
BciiiE, and all Power of Treating to determine at ti^tti 

*f^m ; T^^js I ^'^^ (0 b? iht ^Wt oi [hv Cgnvcntioi 
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and do think the Convention to be agreeable to our Ad- Anno 
vice : What is pofittvc in it, is unqucAionably right ; 
firhac is uodetermined, and left to be difcufTcd by the PIcni- 
^tenitaries, no one can fpeak of with certainty. All 
therefore that I Oiall fay on that Subjefl is, that I molt 
heartily wifh, the Event may be the procuring us Securic/ 
for all our Rights, and particularly for that of an nnintcr- 
ruptcd Navigation, free from all Search ; but as the Event 
it m the Breaft of Time, which no one can fathom, and as 
I ought to hope the bell, I can by no Means give myfelf 
Xjcave to think ofmuiking fo rafli. To dcfperatc a Step, as at 
once to break thro* all Meafures for Peace taken by our owa 
Advice: Nor can any Thing be more unwarranrable than 
to refufe to let thofe Meafurcs, fo advifed by ourfelves, be 
try'd to the End of the no long time, to which tfaey are 
confined, and infleadofthatto plunge immcdiady into aWar, 
which is the Tendency of all the Arguments on the other 
fide of the Qucflion. And now, Sir, that I have mentioned 
"War, I cannot but beg Gentlemen to reileft, that if oar 
Rights can be preferved without War (and no one can take 
on himfelf to fay that is impoGiblc) what a Load of Blood 
will he draw on his own Head, who Ihall engage his Country 
in an unneceffary War ! Now the Convention Handing thus, 
it agrees perfcflly with the Advice we gave the Crown, 
and does fully warrant the Addrefswe are moved to make; 
and in which I could not but imagine we Ihoold all have 
linited ; ftncc by it our Right of free Navigation, without 
Search, which fomc were Jealous was to be given up, ii fo 
iixUy ailerted and Secured. 

• The firft and grcateft Objeflion madeto theConvcnticm 
Is, That the Minillers have not begun with the proper 
Article, nor in a proper Manner. I think, Sir, thnt Me- 
thod mull be undoubtedly the bet>, which leads molt readi- 
ly and fafely to the deTired End j and to me it does plainly 
appear that the Method, which fomeGentlemen think ought 
to have been takeOf would have entirely difappointed and 
defeated it. They arc picafcd to fay, that the Negotia- 
tions ought to have begLin with the Point of Search, and 
with declaring to Spain, that if Ihe would not, at once, in- 
^ ilaatly give up that Point to us, tho' 'th the principal one 
, in difpute between us, we would not treat at all with them. 
, Sorely, Sir, fuch an abrupt and arbitrary Proceeding could 
have had no other Effeffc but that of putting an End at 
once to all Thoughts of peaceable Meafores ; fuch a Me- 

Ithod as that, no one, even in private Life, would have fub- 
mitted to ; nor could any Thing but ConfuHon have attend* 
p^ '}i. Bat now Wh^t DiCidvamage can come to ui by pcr- 
■^ piiltia^ 
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1 1 G<^fmrtiog our Right to be debated ? Which U the ObjaAio? 

1733-p. Why, it is faiJ. that by (ufftrring it to be debated, it u 
weakened, and brought in Doubt. Surely No. Sir ; bat 
on the contrary, it is thereby itrengthcned and freed from 
all Doubt: A good Title always receives Advantage frnm 
Examination; none but a bad one flieiithe Light; and had 
we refufcd to let ours be examined, would not that have 
Ihewn a Doubt of it, even in ourfclves i But further ; Do 
not the Spaniards, by fubje^ing UUcwife their Preienfions* 
equally weaken them F They ct-rtajnly do: What Advan- 
tage do they then get by it ? None at all. But we get a 
jnanifei^ Advantage by ic ; for whoever confiders the Ciaufe 
in the Addrefs propofcd relating to Freedom from Search 
jnuft agree, that our Plentpotentiariej cannot now give 
that up : We have then this Advantage by permitting our 
Title to be examined, that our Right cannot fuAerany Di- 
minution, but may receive a Conhrmatioa by it. Thus. 
Sir, it appears plainly, that the Method fome Gentlemen 
think ought to have been taken would have been fucce/i- 
lefb t and undeniably plain it is likewife, that the Method 
furfued ha^ been attended not only with the Succefs ofpro- 
curing Reftituiion for our Lofles, but at the fame time, and 
thro' that, with the further Advantage of drawing from the 
Spaniard at leaft an imply'd AdjniiHion of our Right ; and 
they who deny that, and treat it with the utmoil Slight, 
cannot however difpute but that it furnifhea us with a new 
Argument, and does open and make plain the Way to ft 
more formal Recognition : It therefore appears to me to 
liave been evidently the more preferable Method. 

• The next Objeftion, which has any Shew ofWcight in 
it is, that a great Sum of Money in fitting out a Fleet, and 
a grea[ deal of Time have been walled, and had no Efleft. 
As to the EfFed of the Fleet, I dcfire the Gentlemen to 
confider, how little Spain is (according to their own Ac> 
counts) difpofed to do us the leaft JuHigc, and then I leave 
it to them to determine, what Influence our Kleet muft have 
had. And as to the Time {uppofcd to have been wailed 
J mull obferve, that lef» Time will ferve indeed to do a 
wrong than to do a right T hing : The Minillers had Time 
enough to plunge us into an unncccflary VVar j but as to 
what Time is rccjuircd to adjuft and fcrtlc the numerous and 
jarring latereAs of two great Nations, who have PolTcflions 
in all Parts of the World, they who are Icaft Mailers of 
fuch Aftairs, will be moS apt to think it an eafy Talk that 
requires but little Time. But further, as to the Time I 
muft obferve, that bcfidca the Rcftitution of our Loilcs, 
and the at Icaft imply'd Admifiioa of our Right to b« free 
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Search, more lias been done in the Time, than Annoi 
^oC5 at firft appear ; for in conftdering (he fevcral Things, T »7i8-; 
in order to make this Convention, mod of the Points 
in difpate mull ncceflarily have received fuch a Degree 
of Difctiflion, as will prepare them for a more eafy 
Determination. I cannot therefore think, that either 
the Time or the Money has been fo mif*fpent. In the 
Light therefore that I fee \)ic Convention, and the Ob- 
jeaions made to it, 1 cannot but think the Addrefs propofed 
(which is the Poini in Debate) to be a very proper one. It 
gives me, Sir, infinite Pleafure, as I conceive it will the 
Kingdom great Satisfa^ion, by the Declaration in itagaioft 
all Search : The People h^ve been blown up into an Ima- 
gination that their Right of Navigation, free from all 
Search, «^-as to be given op and facrificed } and a very greaC 
Ferment has been raifed in the Nation by it, which I hope 
will fubfidc, when they fee, by our Addrefa, how little 
Foundation fuch a Report had > and that they will now rtll 
sflfiired, that if we cannot fucceed in our well-intentioned 
Endeavours of faving them from that Increafc of Taxes, 
which a War muft onavoidably lay upon them, and that a 
War {hall prove unavoidable, their Rights will iu cafe of a 
War be defended with that Rcfolution which always attends 
Sedatenefs of Counfel, and n never found to accompany 
rafti Mcafurci. Indeed, Sir, I think that in the prcfcnt 
Circnmllance of Thing* no other Rcfolution can reasonably 
be taken by the Hoafe but that contained in the Addrefs. 
I can have no IntcrcU to injure my Country ; and did I ncl 
think this Addrefa tended to advance the Good of it, my 
own as well as the public Interelt would di&ncline me to 
it : But as I do moft fmccrcly think, it for the Good of my 
Coyntry, it muft have my Approbaiiou.* 
A^r. Pitts, 

* I am by no means think, that the complicated Queftion -winigtm Pitts, 
now before us is the proper the dire£l Manner of taking V.i'ii ' 

the Senfe of this Commitiee. We have here the foit 
Name of an humble Addrcls to the Crown propofed, and 
for DO other End but to lead Cicntlcmcn into an A pprobntlon 
of the Convention. But is this that full deliberate Kxa- 
mination, wiiich we were with Defiances called upon to 
give f Is this curfory blended Difquifition of Alaciers of 
ftich Variety and Extent all we owe to ourfclves and our 
Coantry ? When Trade is at Stake it is your lall Retrrnch- 
ment ; you muft defend it, or perifli ; and whatever is to 
decide that deferves the moft diflindl Conftderation, and 
the moft direA undifguifcd Senfe of Parliament. Buz how 
are we now proceeding ? Upon iin artificial, mintfterJal 
Quellion ; Here is all the ConBdence, here is tbeconfcions 
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Amotipto. Scnfe of ibe greatcft Senrice that ever wiS iottt to lUf 
Country ; to be complicating QucfUons, to be lumping 
Sandton and Approbation, like a Commiflkry'i Accompc^ 
to be covering and taking Sanctuary in the Royal Name. , 
inflead of meecing openly, and flanding fdirty tlic dtre« J 
Judgment and Sentence of Parliament upon (be fevetall 
Arucles of this Coovcntion. 

< Sir, You have been moved to vote an homble Addrefi 
of Thanks to his Majefty for a Meafure, which (I will ap- ' 
peal to Gentlemen's Converfation in the World) is odious 
throughout the Kingdom: Such Thanks are only due to 
the fatal InHaence that framed it, as are due for that low« 
unallied Condition Abroad, which is now made a Pica for 
this Convention. To what arc Gentlemen reduced in fup- 
port ol it I Firfl try a little to defend it upon its own Me- 
rita ; if that is not tenable, throw out general Terrors, the 
Houfe oF Bourbon is united, who knows ihe Conrequcnce 
of a War ? Sir, Spain knows the Confeqiwnce of a War in 
America; whoever gains, it muft prove fatal to her: Sh« 
knows it, and muH therefore avoid it ; but jhc knows Eng* 
land does not dare to make it. And what is a Delay, 
which is all this magni^ed Convention is fomctimes called, 
to produce ? Can it produiie fuch Conjun£lures as thofo 
you loH, while you were giving Kingdoms to Spain, and. 
all to bring her back again to thac great Branch of th« 
Houfe of Bourbon, which is now thrown out to you with ft^ 
much Terror ? If this Union be formidabJe^ are we to dc 
by only till it becomes more formidable, by being carrie 
farther into Execution, and more llrongly cemented } fia 
be it what it will, is this any longer a Nation, or what : 
an EngliDi Parliament, if with more Ships inyourHuij 
hours (ban in all the Navies of Europe, wich above 
Millions of People in your American Colonies, yoia will 
bear to hear of the Expediency of receiving from Spain ad) 
infecure, unfjclsfaftory, dilbonourablc Convcijcion ? Sir, [ 
call it no more than it has been proved in this Debate ; 
carricE Fiillacy or downright Subje^ton in almoU eve 
Line : It has been hid open and cxpofed in fo m.iny Qraofl 
and glaring Lights, that I can pretend to add nothing (a| 
ihe CoDvidion and Indignation n has raifed. ]; 

« Sir, Ai to the great national Objeflion, the Scarchic 
yoLir Ships, that fivourite Word, as it was called, is hq 
omitted, indeed, in the Preamble to the Convention, but i^ 
flands there as the Reproach of tlic whole, as the ilrong 
Evidence of the fatal Scbmiflion that follows : On the Pa 
of Spain, an UTurpation, an inhuman Tyranny claimed an 
cxctcifed over the American Seas ; on the Part oJ EnglanifJ 



h (33) 

^h undoubted Right by Treatica antl from God and Na- 
ture, declared and aflcned in ihe Rerolutjons oF Parliamenr, 
arc refcrr'd to the Difcuflion of Plenipotentiaries, upon one 
and the fame equal Foot. Sir, I fay this undoubted Right 
is to be diftuffcd and to be regulatftl. And if to regulate 
be (0 prclcribc Ruirs, (as in all Conftruftion it is) chii 
Right IS, by the exprefa Words o( this Convention, to be 
given up and facrificcd f for it muft ccal'c to be any thing, 
Iroai the Moment it la fubmtited to Limits. 

' The Court of Spain haa plainly told you fas appeaw 
by Papers upon the Table) you ilull ilccr adueCourfc, you 
ihall navigate by a Line to and from your Plintntions in 
B^merica ; if you draw near to her Coafts, (tho' ftom the 
Kircumltances of (hac Navigation you are under an un> 
Avoidable Necc0ity of doing it) you fliall be feizcd and con- 
iifcaied t If then upon theie Terms only the has confcnted 
«o refer, what becomes at once of ,-tlI the Security we arc 
fiaccer'd with in confeqaence of this Reference ? Pleotpo- 
Ibeniiaries are to regulate hnally the refpedive Prctenfions of 
«he two Crowns, with regard to Trade and Navigation in 
America j but doe3 a Man in Spain reafon thac thcfc Prc« 
tenfions mull be regulated to the Sicisfa^ion and flonour 
vf England ? No, Sir; they conclude, and with Reafon^ 
tfrom the h:gh Spirit of their Adminillration, from th* 
ISapcn'ority with which they havefo long treated you, that 

Kis Reference mult end, at it has begun, to their Honour 
d Advanuge. 

• But Gentlemen fey, the Treaties fubfifting are to be 
the Meafure of this Regulation. Sir, as to Treaties, I will 
Cake Part ol the Words of Sir William Temple, quoted by 
the Honouiab c Gentleman near me, It iivaitt to negotiate 
^nJ mak$ Tieattet, if there is not Dignity and Vigour to 
enforce the Obfervance of them; for under the Mifcon- 
llrutlion and Milinterpretation of thefe very Treaties fub- 
illling, this intolerable Grievance has arifen ; it has been 
growing upon you Treaty after Treaty, thro' 20 Years of 
^cgoiutioo, and even under the Difcuflion of Commi^ariei 
I whom it was refer'd. You have heard from Capcain 
tughan at your Bar. at what Time thefe Injuries and In- 
gnitiea were continued j as a kind of explanatory Com- 
ae upon the Convention Spain has thought Bt to grant 
as another infolent Proteft, under the Validity and 
brce of which fhc has fuffer'd this Convention to be pro* 
ded on. We'll treat with you, but we'll fearch and 
'ttkeyourSliips ; we'll fign a Convention, but we'll keep your 
^bubjeits Priluners, Prilooers inOld ypain i the Weft-lndiea 
■k remote, Europe QuU be Witnefs how we ufc you. 
■ Vol. VL F '. SU 
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jtsGco. * -^lir, As W the Inference of an AJiniflion of our R=| 
i7\i-9- not to be fearchcd, drawn from a Reparation made for S fa 
anduly (civjed and confircated, { think that Argum 
very iuconclufive. The Right cUimed by Spain co i 
our Ships ii one Thing, and the Kxccefles admitted tol 
been committed, in conlequence of this pretended Righi 
another [ but I'urely, Sir, rcafoning from InTerences 
Implication only, i> below the Dignity of your Proceedii) 
upon a Right of this vail Importance. What this ~ 
laiion is, what Sort of Compofition for your LolFeg, 
upon you by Spain in an Inllance that has come to 
vhere your own Coromiflarles could not in Conkicoccl 
cidc againft your CLtim, has fully appeai'd upon ~ 
nation; and as for the Payment of the Sum Aipulatcd, ( 
but (even and twenty thoufand Pounds, and that too fut^l 
to a Drawback) it is evidently a fellacious, nominal . 
jncnt only. I will not attempt to enter into ihc Octailt 
a dark^ confufed, and Icarcely intelligible Accompt ; I ~ 
only beg Leave to conclude with one Word upon it, ill 
Light of a bubmilTton, as well as of an adequate ~ 
ration. Spain Aipulatcs lo pay to the Crown of E 
ninety five thoufand Pounds; by a preliminary Pre 
the King of Spain, the South Sea Company is at 
pay fixty eight thoufand of it : If they refuCe, Spain, 
mit, is Hill to pay the ninety five ihoulknd : But how i 
it Hand then } The AQicnto Contract is to be fufpec 
You arc to purchafc this Sum at the Price of an 
Trade, putltiant to a national Treaty, and of an ii 
Debt of God knows how many hundred thoufand 
due from Spain to the South Sea Company. Here* 
is the SubmifTion of Spain by the Payment of a fllpu 
Sum ; a 'lax laid upon Subjefls of England, under 
feverclt Penalties, with the reciprocal Accord of an 
Miniller, as a Preliminary that the Convention mt 
ilgncd ; a Condition impofcd by Spain in the mofl at, 
imperious Manner, and received by the Miniilers of ^ 
land in the moll tame and abjcil. Can any verba] [ 
linflions, any Evafions whatever, poflibly explain awayj 
public infiimy j To whom would we dilguile it P To 
ftlvei and to the Nation : I wilh we could hide it froa 
Eyes of every Court in Europe : They fee Spain has ( 
to you like your Mafler, they fee this arbitrary lundan 
Condition, and it mull ttand with Dittinilion, with 
enitncncc of Shame, as a Part even of this Convention. 
' This Conveniion, Sir, J think from my Soul is 
thing but a Stipulation for national Ignominy ; an illu 
Expedient to bafHc the Refentment of the Nation ; a *" 
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'widiouc a Surpenlian of Honilities on the Part of Spain t Anno i? Tea' 
on the Part of Engfand. a Sufpenfion ; as to Georgia, of the ^^ ':**>»■ 
firll Law of Nature, Stlt-prcrcrvatioti and Self-defence j a *-^V ^*-' 
Surrender of the Righu and Trade of England to the ~ 

.Mercy of Plenipotentiaries, and iti this infioitely higlitrft 
Afid facrcd Point, future Security, not only inadeqaatc, but 
dirciftly repugnant to ilie Refoluiions ol Parliament, ar^ 
(he gracious Promifc from the Throne. The Complatnn 
of jour defpairiog Merchants, the Voice of England has 
condemned ic; be the Guilt of it upon the Hod of the 
Advifer ; God forbid that this Cotnmiuee Hiould fhare the 
G uilt, by approving it P 
Mr. Lytclton, 
Si R, 

From fomc Words that fell from an Honourable Member Gforge Lytel. 
I fpokc in this Debate, [ ihall begin by wifhingin the moll ' t'"! *-''li._ 
emu Manner, by malting it tny moEl ardent Prayer, that 
! mercantile fntereft may be the only Biafs of our Deli- 
ations To-day ; and that neither the Inicrell of a Party, 
|>r much lefs that of any llngle Man, may prevail over 
pii, which is the national Concern. For tt)en we (h^W 
I our Duty in this great Affair, and our Decifion of it 
111 do Honour to Parliament. But before I cuter further 
fto this Debaie, I beg Le;ive to take Notice of fomc 
jTords that dropt from an Honourable Geniletiinn. who 
□kethe firft upon thia Qoeflion, and which I heard with 
_e dccpcil Concern. 

• After be had ufed many Arguments to perfoadc as to 
ace, to any Peace good or bad. by painting out the Dan- 
brs of a War, (Dangers i by no Means aflow to be what 
: reprefentj them) he crowned all thofc Terrors with the 
iatne of the Pretender. It would be the Cauft- of the Pre* 
er: Ihe Pretender would come ! h the Honuurable 
kentteman fenfible what this Language impons ? The Peo- 
ie of England complain of the greateft Wrongs and In- 
lignitieii they complain of the Interraption, the De- 
' udUoD of their Trade s they think this Peace has left 
em in a worfe Condition than before; and in Anfwer to 
il thcfe Compiainu, what are they told? Why, that their 
oatinuiog to fufier all this, is the Price they mull pay to 
keep the King and his Family on the Throne of ihefc 
kcalms, U this were true, it ought not to be owned, 
/ill it (Ircngthen the Family to have it believed i But it 
, far from true; the very Reverie of it is true: Nothing 
l^an wvaken the Family, nothing can Hultc the Kilnblilh- 
mcnt, but fuch Meafurcs as thele, and fuch language an 
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• Sir, 



^[5JJJJ^^JS^"^^^r^f1c^r who hears mc, and for that Rcafon 
n. ti;!': c. fpeak.— The HonouniMt Gentleman who fird moved yod 
^^^^^^^ ihts QueiUon, and fomc Gentlemen liiicc, bave Ittongr 
infiiicd. snd it was ihe Sum of nil their Arguments, tlu 
our Right not to be fearched is rot rcfcrr'd to the Difi 
cuflion cf P!cniFotcntiaries, they arc only, it fecmj, 
conCder how to remedy GrievancCE. What Grievances, Sii 
do the Gentlemen incari F The Grievances of Engli 
They admit but of one Remedy, a very fliort and fin 
one, and which wants no Confideration : That our Ship 
fhall not be (carclied upon any Pretence. This alone cad 
go to the Root of our Grievances ; all lefs than tbn i 
trifling, hurful, faul to Commerce. Do they mean lie 
Grievances of Spain i The illicit Trade? TheRemedyf 
that too 15 already provided; it is already lettlcd by i 
Treaties with Spain» that wc are not to trade in their P< 
snd Havens in America ; but if our Ships are foutuii the 
they muft be confiscated. Is not this fufficicnt ? I defy i 
Plonounible Gen[lcnian who has fo much Skill in Ne£ 
liiwon, to difcovcr another Expedient to fccure the Sf 
from illicit Trade, which will not be dellrudivc to 1 
lawful Trade of Great Britain; and, J hope, wc 
more foiicitous for our own than for theirs. The '. 
nouiable Gentleman faid, the fettling this would takei 
fomc Time: li will indeed. Sir. for it will never be fcttledl^ 
i; is morally impofijlalc it can ever be fettled j and there- 
fore, I think it ought not to have been brought into Dif- 
pute. Had we proceeded conformably to the Intentions o( 
Parliatnent, we (hould cither have adtcd with Vigour, or 
have obt.uned a real Security, in an exprcfs Acknowledg- 
ment of our Right not to be fearched, as a Preliminary Jite 
^:ta /ten CO our treating at all. Thi» we ought to have in* 
filled on in the Words of l,a ^atirai Protell (which is the 
Preliminary ^Jif ^ua mn of that CrowD] we ought to havs 
inftited on it in thofe very Worda, as • the prccifc, an " ' 
■ cfTential Means to overcome the fo much debated Difputi 

* and thac on the Validity and Force of this exprefs Ac 

* krowJcdgmcnt, the figning the Convention may be pn 

* ceedcd en, and in no other Manner.* Joftead of th 
what have we done? We have referr*d it to Plenipote 
(iarics. Is not this weakening our Right? Would yod 
Sir, fubmit to a Reference, whether you may travel ud' 
moleftcd from your Houfe in Town to your Houfc in th 
Country ? Your Right is clear and undeniable, why wool! 

ya 

_ • His Royai H^hnclj the Prinze of Wales was at that Tin 
^tiic Cillciy. 
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ou hiTc U dircoScd ? Bat much Icfs would you refer it, if Anna i 
o of your judges belonged to a Gang, which lias often ** ' ' 

.oped and robbtd you in youf Way thither betort 

< Things that are of a Nature to admit of Temperaments 
in each Party may recede from their rcfpeaivc Pretenfions^ 
utd come to a Medium to conclude the Difpute; fuch 
Thingi allow of a DilculBon, and may be refcrt'd ; but 
nhen no Medium can be found, when the Clfe admits of 
lid Temperaments, where to recede one Tittle, is to give up 
jthe QuelUon, there to agree to a DifcuQion, is to endanger 
the whole : At bcH, it can end in nothing but in both Sides 
adhering to their Claim, and leaving ktl in Uncertainty, to 
go on as before. And can any thing worfc bcfal us? Is 
not this Detlruflioo itfelf ? 

• Oh bur, faid the Honourable Gentleman, we have 
gained a great Point, in bringing Spain to acknowledge, by 
the prefeut Convention, that Grievances hai'c arifeti in the 
Searching of Ships, and that Means to remedy thcfe Grie- 
vances ought to be found out ! Sir, Was this ever denied f 
Did Spain ever deny, that her Guarda Cofla's had fome- 
times committed Excefles, that is, fearcbed a little too wan- 
tonly, gone a little too i^r, mr^dc fome irreguhr Seizure?, 
and that this ought to be remedy'd? All this is expreHly 
confelled in La (^dra'i Letter to Mr. Keeoe, dated the 
lochof February laft Year, before we fen t out our Fleets, 
and that Orders fliould be given for Reparation, when fuch 
Exceites are proved, But does this amount, or do the 
Words of the 'i'resty amount lo any thing like a departing 
from their Pretcnfion to Search ? No— ^- they are only a 
Modification of it to a certain Degree, which is a Defence of 
the Pradire itfelf, and we thought fo lall Year, or why did 
wc judge that Letter fo unfatiiBflory ? But, Sir, pray con- 
fidcTi oor Right not to be fearched is a very (hort Point, 
wants no Dilcuflion, does not depend upon Arguments of 
any Dif5cu!:y to examine or to comprehend. The King 
of Spain mull have known, for this Twelvemonth at leafl, 
what he ought to think of it. and whether he will yield it 
or no. The only imaginable Reafon of his chicaning fo 
long is, that he fufpefled a Weaknefs in the Counfch cf 
England. What was then only Sufpicion, is now turned 
into Certainty; and if that will make him more pliant, it is 
«lfy to judge. — - 

* As we go on with oar Politics, fo will the Spaniards 
with theirs. Ours have been to procraftinate, to put off a 
War at any rate, to live upon daily Expedient), to endure 
atwl to treat : Theirs have been to fool us with the Xame 
of Peace, and to commit ail Sores of HolUliiics on our 
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Annoti.Gto. Mercliants arvd Trndc, to plunder and butcher the f 
^- J7i8-p. jatT, and to ruin ihc laft. Thus it ha& been; tl 
Wi^T^-^ i: wilJ tontinae lobe. —How we find our Account ml 
it I am unable to guei^ I How Spain Ands hers io it, is tool 
pkin at JirA Sight I If that Court were bent upon undoing/ 
chis Nation, they need only leave us to the Condu^ vvel 
hold. What could they dcfire better, than for eighteen ( 
Years more to inierr-pt our Navigation, and dellroy ouri 
Trade, put 05 to the Charge ot half a DoTen pacific Fleeti, I 
furniOi us with a Pretence for a numerous Sunding-Army^J 
to coDfume ai at Home, render us the Scorn of liurope, ' 
and '^t h&, to make us Amends, account with us To as to 
receive or deuin much more than they give, and keep the 
Claim fubfilling upon which they robbed us fo long ? But 
it would be better for England to fubmit at once, throw up 
the Trade to our Colonies, and the Colonies thcmfelvesi 
than to leave our Merchants expofcd to fuch iphumaa 
Cruelties^ and fuffci ourfclves to be mocked with Forms of 
Juftice and Law. while we are the Prey, and Sport, of all 
Injufticc and Violence, or with infigniticant Treaties, which 
inAead of giving us Security fcrvc as a Pretext and Sao^lioa 
for all future Injuries. 

* But we arc defir'd to have Confidence, to have Hopes 
In the Wildom and Succefs of the Meafures which hii Ma* 
jelly is advifed to purfue. 

* Sir, the People of England fear much more than tMty 
hope.— And have not they Reafon f What can a Review of 
the pall produce, but Dread of the future? Have not thefe 
Depredations for thefc zo Years increafed Yearafter VearlJ 
How many Fleets have been fent out in that Time ? Wlnt j 
were they to do for us ? To pcrfuade the Spaniards.— Tol 
what did they perfaade them? To make Conventions aiidj 
Treaties.— What have wc got by thofe Treaties? NcWj] 
and greater Infults and Wrongs. This was enough to ni<J 
duce us to fufpcA even fail Year, that with all our Appeft-I 
ranees of Vigour, we (hould do nothing effe^gal ; but tbofrl 
Sufpicions were borne down by the flrong Aniirancet] 
given, that wc ihould not meet here again and find nothing] 
done. What has been done, Sir ? What is the Fruit of 1 
our Armament? A temporary Expedient, a poor, un&tt^ 
Procrafti nation, a (hameful Barter of our future Security, 
for the Name of Reflitution, which, indeed, wc make to ( 
oarfclves. I won't tire you with repeating what has beeal 
fo fully made out -, but when I compare this nominal, thii • 
ridicoJoas Satis^dion, with the ferious Ki£k we run of 
Ipfing our moll valuable Rights, I dare be bold to fay, aql 
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OthcJ- Nation under Heaven ever flaked their Honour and Annoti.Cctf, 
Intercft againft >fi Coiwwr/ as thcfc. ^' 'TjJ^^ 

* And are wc to go on llill hoping, trufUng flill in fpice L^NrvJ 
of Experience i Are our Refencments perpetually to be 
play'ii with in this Manner, ihified oS from Expedient to 
Expedient, and from Sefiion to Scffion, adjourned from one 
Treaty to another, and fo on to a third ? If you don't like 
tbia, you fhall the next ; and when chat comes, if you don't 
like that neither, you may go to War. Is this the lan- 
guage to be held to a Parliament?^* 

' But Gentlemen aflc, what have you loft by deferring 
your War?— What have we loft* All that we gave to 

make it laft Year. We have loft much too of our Rc- 

pucation, much of the Ellecm of Mankind, much of the 
Afic£lion of our People, which is the word of ail Lofles. 
But [ beg Leave to fay, in anfwer to a great deal of Rea- 
foning which 1 have heard from many Gentlemen, and 
beard with great Pain, that the Queftjon is not, whether 
War or Peace be more eligible ; the Queftion now is about 
maintaining your Rights. If Spain believed us in earoeil, 
if Jhc did not depend upon our Timidity, it is fcarce con- 
ceivable this fliouid coCl us a War. But if it did bring on 
«ne. it is a War of Ncceflity, and it is a War, in which 
our Neighbours have a common Caufe with us. What was 
iaid of the War againft ihc Pirates, it would be Bslium om- 
nium gentium. Would pTSBcctake Anns to overturn a ge- 
neral Right, which it Is as much her Intereft to fupport as 
ours ? Would Ote fight toellabliOi in the Crown of Spain a 
Power deftruflive to the Freedom of Commerce, and a fu- 
preme Dominion in the American Seas; or to impofe that 
upon England, which Ihe mult rcfufc for hcrfclf ? Upon the 
Foot of all Treaties this is quite impoflible: We mull be 
u(ed as the Gtiu amidffima \ if France, or any other Nation 
fhall retain this Right for themfelves, they retain it for as 
too : it is our& by Conlcquence. Will Jhc break all Trea- 
ties then to take it away \ This would be afUng with a 
Spirit or Violence, which does not feem to be in her now, 
and whict), whenever it Ihews itfelf, muft unite all Europe 
to oppolc its ERtfU. Should not we find one Friend among 
fo many Allies? Have we negociated all the World into 
Enemies, united ibcm all to oux Deftru^iion? If, by the 
Conduct of our Minillers, Things are brought to fiich ati 
Extremity, that we are reduced to the NeceUity of perilh* 
ing in the juft Dclence of our Rights, or of periftiing equally 
by lofiog them ; the Choice is ca/y to make; let us pcrlQi 
like Men, and wiib Swords in our Hands. But don't Jet 
lu have the Wcikncfs to expe^ our Safety &om thofe, who 

have 
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*TL(rnoil.Gcc. have brooght a flourilhing Nation to fuch a dfcadfal Alter 

It i75*t'P- naiive.. What is this w/ctchcd Reprieve that wc hare 

K,yy^\^ begged for eight Months ^ Will that do us any good. Sir? 
W ill that be worth our Acceptance ? Do we really flatter ^ 
curfelves that we now are st Peace ? Peace is a feciu-e and j 
unmolcllcd Enjoyment of our Rights.— But Peace, at the ( 
Expenec of Rights, of eflential Rights, Peace expofed to I 
Iniuhs, Peace expofed to Injuries, is the moft abjefl, is the I 
jnoft deplorable^ is the molt calamitous Circumllance oft 
human AlFairs. It is the worft Effca that could be pro- 
duced from the molt unluccefsiul, the moft ruinous War. 
ho Nation fhould fubmit to it, while it can hold up its 
Head : But to fuch a one have we fubmitled, without ftrik- 
ing a Stroke, and in a Condition to defend ourfclves, rot 
agaioft the Spaniards alone, bat if ourStrengtn wtre wifely 
exerted againlt any Enemies, whom in luch a Quarrel we^ 



might have to oppofe, notwithflanding all the Terrors noW 
thrown out to make as believe, that the Nation itfelf is as 
weak as our Enemies may thinks the Counsels that govern it. 
Y« though the Wcakncfs is not in us, wc muftiuffer the 
Shame of it, and all the Mifchiefs attending upon Lofs of 
Honour to a Nation. With what Contempt and Infolcncc 
are we ufed by Spain, when in the fame Treaty where fhe 
ftipulaied that wefhall not have Liberty to fortify Charles- 
Town itfclf, which is as undoubtedly ours as London oi 
York, that we mttl not dare to dig a Ditch about it till thii' 
Dicnflion is palt; flie has not granted us a (hort SufpenHoa' 
of lioltilities, a temporary Oblerrancc of Treaties in not 
Searching our Ships ? So that, far from having s Peace, we 
have not got fo much as a Truce. For fure the worthy 
Member over the way did not believe himfetf when be 
argued, that to h'lve aOced a CeHatioa of Injuries would 
have been allowing their Claim- If a Man were at Law 
with me for my Einte, without any Title at all, and the 
Cife was refijrr'd to Arbitrators, (hould I let him cut down' 
my Woodii, and make what Wallc he pleafed, till the SatC' 
wai decided, lor tca.r he Ihould interpret the forbidding it, 
as an Admillion of his Claim i Sure an Acqulcfcence under 
it wouid admit it much more. 

* But, Sir, the worlt of all Indignities is hia Catholic 
Majclly's Behaviour with regard to the South-Sea Com- 
pany in La Quaara's Protelt. That he fhould not deign to 
iubmit his Accoants with them to a Reference, to which we 
hive lubmincd Things of fuch iniinite Confequence, as the 
Right we have ro our Dominions, and rhe Security of our 
Trdde ; that he fhould value our Fricndfhip fo little, as noc 
even to grant m this Treaty, unlcfs out of an unliquidated 
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A«o\int the Part iiedaima be inllantly pM, withoat any AnnotJ.Cep 
regard lo the Bnlance, or tha: upon a Rcfulal of tliii, he ^"^JJi^**" 
(hall deprive the Company of their Ti^dci that thij fliou'd 
be the only Condition of his agreeing to fign this Con* 
vcntioD, and that we Ihould take it on thcfc Tcttm is in- 
deed afloniftiing, even to thofc who are ufcd toconiider the 
repeated Infults of Spain, and the babituaJ Tameoefs o( 
England. — 

* Sir, I entirely agree to what has been faid by faintt 
Gentlemen, that ihe Non-compliance of the Company to 
this jnonllrouB Demand will not forfeit what is flipulated ta 
be paid to our Merchants, nor dirc^y annul the Convention. 
■ — 'lo be fwre it will not. But ihc Penalty anncxt to it, i» 
the depriving the Compiny^ during the Pieafure of SpaJn^ 
of the Benefitj of the AHicnto Trade, and probably too the 
Lofs of cheir Debt, »gainll Right and Jullice, and tlieSenfe 
of all , I'reatiei. Will our Government admit of this P 
Will they agree to it as jtill ? If they do, it is evident, thia 
great Body of our Countrymen are put out of his M^jelly'i 

kFrotedion, and left at the Mercy of Spain ; and it is no lefs 
evident, that we buy this Convention at the Expence of a 
{reat national loterell, and by a Breach of national Faith, 
of the Honour and JuHice of Farliamenc, which hai fold 
and confirmed this irade to the Company. To fay, this 
is not an Article, what will that avail ? It is much Aronger 
than an Article^ as it u the B^fc of the wboie. Lt is much 
worfethan an Article, as the doing it in this War has an 
Air of Tricking and Evafion, that would Ihame an Attor- 
ney. Gentlemen may ditHnguifh and rebne as much as ihcy 
pleafe, but on this dirty Foundation this Convention does 
tUnd. If every other Part of it were as good at it is bad 
and dilhonourablc, this alone fliould oblige us to rejed it 

with Scorn With Scorn. Sir, let us reject it, tliut to all 

we have CuiTeiM before, to all the accumul»ted Infu]t$ tiiat 
were ever heaped on a Nacton» a worie Difhonour may doc 

Uk added, and that Dilhonour fall upon the Parliament. 

■And tlierefore I hearaly give my Negative to this t^eitioo.* 

■ Sir Robert Walpolc. 

I Sii, 

^ ' I am forry to hear a Queflion of this kind treated by sir Robert 
one Side as this has been. It has been obje^cd to the Wa]f>oie. 
Convention, that it is not a definitive Treaty. No> ic is 
not i but it has been proved that it has laid the Foundation 
for a definitive Treaty . and a Foundation, Sir, that mufl 
prove lalling to this Nation, and do Honour to every Per* 
fuo^Minillcr or others, who have been Jnltruroental in carry- 

tg this Negotiation on. For my own Part> Sir, the 



Anno 1 Z.Geo, grcatcft Honour I cxpcft in fucceedlng Times is, !>iat fl 
II i7\Si). ihal) be mentioned thac 1, when a MiniAcr, endeavoured 
by [his Convention to extricate my Country out ot ik< 
mottdiragrccable Situation fhe perhaps ever was in, thac of 
going to War with a Nation with whom ic is her greatefl 
Intcrell to be at Peace ; and at a Time too, when htr doubt- 
ful Situation with her Neighbours leaves her very little 
Koom to hope for any Affillancc but from her own Power. 
* Gentlemen have already heard in what Situation we 
arc with regard to the other Powers of Hurope ; they h* 
heard that Ibme of them are not in a Condition to give i 
any Ailiibrce ; and others, tho* they are in a Condition 
alTitl us, will be very ready to do us alJ the ill OSiccs (h 
are in their Power in cafe of a War wiihtipain. 
Situation, Sir, we have but a very melanchoty Profi^ 
Succefs. If we were indeed free of Debt, if the NatidI 
were united within itfelf, and if we liad nothing to dmd 
but from Spain, I fliould be very little afiprehenfive about 
the Conlequcnccs of our declaring War at prcfcnt. Buti 
ihc fame Time, Sir, a War with Spain, after the Cooce 
ilic has made by this very Convention, would on our 
be unjult, and if it is unjult, it mult be impolitic and did 
nourablc. I can eafily perceive by what Arcs, and by whd 
Mean;, all the Clamour about this Convention has 
raifed ; but I am refolved, Sir, while 1 have the Honoorl 
ferve his MajeAy in the Station I am in, to let no pot 
CI;imour get the better of what I think is for my Cour 
Good. Asa Miniller, I can have very little to dread tr 
our declaring War with Spain, nay, if J had nothing but i 
own Cafe and IntcrcA toconfult, it would be the fdfcA : 
jnoll advantageous Meafuie for me that could be purfut 
but 1 fhall never be for oar iacrififirg our real fncerefh | 
the Purfuits of Military Glory ; and iho* 1 hsve as grtsll 
Regard as any Gentleman poflibly can have for thole < 
have the Honour to ferve his M.ijelty in a Miiirary 
ra^er, yet while I have any thing to fay in his Maja 
Councils, 1 (lull always be agalnft leaving Jc in their Br 
to decide the Qiicftion of Peace and War. This Natio 
as has been obfcived by Gentlemen wiio liavc fpoken as 
our coming to this Relolution, is a trading Nation, ana 
Profperiiy of her Trade is what ought to be principajly j 
the liye of every Gentleman to this Houle. Tlicn ' 
Gentlemen, even upon the Suppofition that ihis 
vention has not lb ctfttJIuaily anfwer'd the Expe^atiom \ 
this Houfc, ought to confider whether our declaring 
will be for the Benefit of our Trade; they ought to co, 
fider what Profpctl of Succefs we can rcalbnably cntcrtaial 
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cafe of a War ; and whether .1 fuccefbfijl War wiih Spain Annn 12 Reo. 

alone may noi involve us in a very doubtful, ami a very ex- 

penfivc one with other Powers. Thefe are Coniiderjuions, 

that while Gentlemen are debating upon this Subjc^ never 

once fccm to enter their Thoughts. They lay it down as a 

Maxim, chat we cuglit immediately to enter upon Wart 

ihey allow noching (or the Uncertainty of the Ercnt, for 

the Interruption of Trade, and for the prodigious Expencc 

it muU be attended with. 

' But, Sir, fetting all thefc Confide rations afiJe, are we 
to have no regard to common Jullice i Are we to have no 
regard for thofc Treaties, for the Obfervance of which. 
Gentlemen in oil Debates upon this Subject have fo 
warmly contended, Thcfe Treaties provide abroiutcly, 
tliat the N.ivrgation to the Si»nilh Weft Indiei /hall be le- 
fervcd to the Spaniards alone, except tn the Cafe of our 
SouthSea Company's Trade, Had this Stipulation no 
manner of Meaning i And yet ic has no Meaning, if what 
Gentlemen now fccoi to inJift upon Ihould be admitted. 
They iniiil that our Ships ought never to be fcaichcJ, 
whenever they are founds and lee them be ever fo near the 
Spanifti Coafts. Pray, Sir, what is the plain Engliih of 
this; but that the Trade to the Spacilh Well-indies ought 
to be open to every Interloper of ours ; for [ think no 
Gentleman has pointed out the lezft Difference there can be 
between throwing that Trade entirely open, and our having 
ft Liberty, not only of approaching as near as we plcafe to 
Itbeir CoalU, but of hovering on them as long as we plcafe, 
without being either (lopt or Searched. 

This, Sir, is the plain Engliih of what the Gentlemen 
,wbo arc for a War with Spain advance ; the Convention, 
on the other hand, flipulates, that the Treaties fubfUling 
between the two Crowns Ihould be the Rule of fettling all 
manner of Controversies reUtiog to oar Trade. If thefe 
Trcaiies are to be the Rules of our Condnflon thisOccafion, 
we arc in no mannerof Danger to fuiicr by the Convention, 
fiDCC it is allow'd on all Hands, that all we ought in Rcalon 
to cl.tim is the Obfervance of thcni. Therefore, Sir, 1 
hope Gentlemen will think fit to agree 10 the Addrefji.* 

The Queilion being put, the Addrefs wcs agreed (0, Divifinn Aye4 I 
Ay" 260. Noes z}2. iijo, Nocs.zji 

Next Day, Mareb 9, the Report of the Refolulion in Motion that 
the Committee to addrefs his Majcfty on the Convention be- the Rcfoiu- 
ing read, it was moved that the fame Should be recommitted, tioi> tc re- 
which being oppofed. Sir William Windham fpoktr to the """initio- 
following Purp^le. 

G 2 SiK, 
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' 'Iho' the Propriety of this Addrefs was yefterday very 
fully debited, yet ther; is Co much to be (aid aguinfl itt 
that iiiC Subjc£i grow& upon ones Hands i aad thu* wc ht 
very laie, yet as it bns been faid that fevcral Things were 
faid for the Refolution, which were not answered, I aini fure 
that much of what might have been urged againft it was omit- 
ted for want of Time. Therefore, 1 hope Genitennen, be- i 
fore they agree to this plaufible, tho' fatal Complimert tol 
the Crown, will at leall give a leaving to all that may be 
urged againtl it; and cnnfider that this is the laft Oppor- 
tunity they can have of faving the Trade, the Honour, and 
even the Independency of this Nation. For, Sir, I will ven- 
ture to fay, that if we ftioutd agree to the Refolution of the 
Committee, tbcie mull all of them receive a moft irretrievable 
Blow. 

* My Reafon for thinking fo Is, becaufe if we agree i 
this Refolution, we approve of the Convention, and by ap- 
proving of the Convention we facnlife every thing that, 
ought to be valuable to a free People, without hiving tat 
Other Return but Infamy and DJflionour. In order to prove 
this. Sir, 1 Jhall confider the Convention even in the moll 
favourable Light it can admit of, without wrefling 
Words to a Meaning contrary to what they appear to cai 

* The firfl Article imports that the cummcrcial Inter 
of both Nations cannot be cAablifhcd unlefs Care is ta.li 
both to repair the Damages already fuflained. and to pr^" 
vent the like from happening after%vards. This very Pn> 
f ofttion carries with it a tacit Condemnation of thofc w] 
have been for fomc lime pall at the Helm of our Affaii 
The Complaints of oar Merchants and Sailors have laB 
for thefe twenty Years psftj-the unjuflifiable Claimi 
Spain are of an older Date, but they have never thought I 
to avow them, 'till within thefe twenty Years. Now, Sit 
iince, as the Preamble to the Convention takes Notice, k 
abfoluie'y nccclTary for the Intcrcft of this Nation 
ihcfe Grievances Ihould be removed, I fhoiild be gh 
know why they were not removed fooner. Why have ' 
for thefe twenty Years been negotiating, praying, and i 
treating { And why has Sp%in been fo long fufler'd to ball] 
infult, and opprcig us f Why has no Attention been giii 
to the Complaints of our Merchants? Why has thc'C 
canc cf that Court been fo long put up with ? Why w^ it 
ihamcfuUy borne with, even after they had owned the 
feh-cs to be in the wrong. Is it not notorious, Sir, that l 
Court of Madrid, fix, fcven, or eight Years ago, owned i 
Injtirtice and Illegality of Tome Seizures i that they have l 
C<:dula5 to Liieir Governors io America ordering KcAitutii 
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md is it not notorioQS that ihefc Governors have rerufcd to Anno j 2 Geo. 
obey thefe Ccdulas, and have afterwards been juflified by IT, i-j^^-^ 
the Court of Spain for their Difobcdicncc ? Can any Man ^/~Y^^ 
be fo blind as not to fee what this is owing to? That they 
granted tbefe Cedulas, bccaufe at the Time perhaps they 

»liad a favourite Point depending with our Court. That 
ihejr gave us in Appearance fome Satiifaflion, but fcnt 
Orders to their Governors of a quite contrary Nature. 
'J'o what elfe, Sir, can we fuppofe the i^ifcbedience and Ini- 
punity of thefe Governors were owing? The Cedulas were 
difpaiched to America ; perhaps two Months were gone 
before they arrived there ; they were then examined ; a 
thoufand trifling Obfervations were to be anAvcred ; and 
fooiething fell in the VVay, that before the Governor could 
make the Reftitution defired, mull be laid before the Courc 
of Spain. Thus at leaft fix Months were trifled away, 
during which time that Court had gained tis Point, and 
they flatly deny'd either to give us the Satisfaflion they 
had before agreed to; or to bring their Goveraon to any 
manner of Punifliment. An InlUncc of this. Sir, yoi^ 
have now lying before you in a Letter communicated by 

tthe Marquis de la ^adra to our Minifter, where he tclla 
the latter very plainly, that the Spanifh Governors in 
America did very well in refuflng to give the Satisfaflion. 
which by the Cedula fcnt him from Spain he was ordered 
to give. Thu», Sir, in efftft, we have had the mon grofs 
Aflroncs put upon us for ihefc twenty Years part, without 
our {hewing any other Refentment than a Repeciaon of 
humble Memorials to the fame Purpofe, Therefore it is 
plain, that our Minirtry at Icall have been deficient in not 
bringing our Difputcs fooncr to an Ifliie, and thereby pre. 
venting in a great meafure the injurious Treatment wc 
have received from Spain. This Is the more inexcufabic,, 
fince it appears by the Letter I have ju(t metitiancd, that 
the Claims of Spain were no: confined to particular Fails, 
in which there might be fome Doubtfjlnefs, but Hruck at 
the very Root of our Commerce and free Navigation in 
tb< American Seas. We read there, that our Merchanu 
are to obferve a certain Courfe in llccring from one Part of 
the Britifli Territories to another: and that the Spaniards 
themfcWcB arc to be the Judges, ivhcther they obfcrvc this 
Courfe or not. This, Sir, is s Claim which I apprehend 
dcllroyt our Navigation. For as no Treaty, nor any 
pofuive Stipulation lays down the Manner of our Navi- 
ciiion in the Weft-Indies; if any particular Manner is to 
I , DC obfcrvcd, it muft be diflaled by the Spaniards them- 

Ifelves \ and after that, (hey are to be rtie fole Judges, whe* 
theu 
— -~ - — 



AnnoxiCcQ. iher itisobfcrred or not. Tlius. [ fay, by thU Claim oof 
H. I71S-P- Navigation in the American Seas licj at the Mcicy of 

V^'V^^y Spain, while we huvc no otiur Relief th:in by having re- 
courfe CO tVuiclcrs and uriintclli^ib.'e AiL-moriaU and Repre- 
fcDCations. 1 will tAk<' tlic Liblrty to fay iarthtT, Sir, tbsc 
after this Point wai by Command of the King of Spain 
ftaicd to our GovernmL'nt, our Mioifler at that Court ihould 
not have been permitted to proceed one Step fardter in his 
KegQtia lions, till that Point had been cleared up. If thry 
had infilled upon their being the ludgesof our Navigation; 
and in confctiuence oF that had, as indeed tliey did fearck 
and plunder our Shipping, our IViiniilers ought to have ad* 
viicd his Majefty to declare V/ar immediately ; aad H 
War had been declared. Sir, bis Majelly would have beea 
fupported by his People; the Minijlry ilicmfelves would 
have become popular : the Nation wouM have been for- 
Voidable ; and no Power would have prefumcd to trifie 
with us, or to have talked in a Language that fcems Vki 
difUte in what manner wc are to a^. 

' A grcit deal more might be fatd. Sir, upon this Snbje 
to prove how miferably deficient ouj Minillry has bqpn, 
HOC infilling peremptorily upon an Anfwcr from the Co 
cf Spain as to their Claim of fearching our Ships, 
ihey done ih^t, the Affiir mud have been brought to a veif] 
{hurt liTue; whereas the very rutfcring fuch a Claim to I 
difputed on their Side, was in ef^cQ. admitting ic on ountl 
ftnce thereby our moft valuable Rights were rendered doubt*] 
fi^l, nay J Ihall be able, I believe, to prove^ [Iiat by thill 
Convention ibey are fubje£led to the Mercy of this infola^] 
Enemy. 

* Having taken this curfory View, Sir, of the Preanifalf] 
to the Convention, I ihall beg Gentlemen's Patience, wbih 
J trouble the Houfe with fome Oblcrvatioos upon the Aithl 
cl« themfelvcs. By the firfl Article Plenipotentiaries aK| 
to meet: For what Purpofe ? Why to fettle every thinsl 
that is in difpute between u« ; or, in other Words, we havfl 
referred to two Spanifii, and two Eiigliih PicnipolcntiaridI 
CO decide whether we have a Right to fni! And carry on Com 
inerce upon the American Seas. I {hall not trouble |k1 
Houfc with repealing what h»s been fo \cTy well obferv^l 
by Gentlemen who have already fpolicn in this Debiv.] 
] Ihall only beg Leave to fay, that the Ccnilemcn who iiidf 
for the AJdrels bring their Argumeat to this /nconCflcacii! 
that they mufl either allow the Treaties between the CWJ 
Crowns to be dark, doubtful, and dclicient: and cooM 
qucctly, thnt thii and the other Iloufc have come to vcflfl 
improper Refolutions by declaring upon thcic Trcaiioi 
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cliat oar RigJit to a free Navigaiion in thefe Soa is clear Anno 12 Geo. 
and undoubted ; or it muftbeadniJcredthat this Convention II- }7i'^-fi\ 
i* a very arbitrary, uiiwarantablc Mcaiure, and exprelsly 
contrary to the obvious Mearringof both Houl'es of I'arlia- 
ment. 1 lay opcof tbofe {'ropul'itions tnuil be adiouted ; 
becaufc the Parliament having already called for and exa- 
mined the Trentics between Us and Spain, they find that all 
che Rights, whkh Spain has pretended to difputc with uj, 
arc iufticiently afceruined by thofc Treaties. They have 
accordingly taken Refolutions upon the Footing which they 
affurd J ttierctore, I (hould be glad to know how it has 
happened that onr MiniOers appear to be of a dilTerenc 
Opinion. 1 believe when we came to the Rcfolutioos al- 
ready mentioned, there was no Gentleman here, who did 
not imagine, that they were to (em as Dircdions for our 
Minillry to aA by ; and if the Parliament thought the 
Rights of our Commerce and Navigation fcfficiently fe- 
cured by iliofe Trcaiiei, they ought not to have proceeded 
one Step before the Spaniards had owned the fame. 

But inlUad of that, how have they behaved } The Par- 
ItamenC fays, that the Treaties fiifiicicntly fecarc our Free- 
dom of Navigation: The Court of Madrid (ays, they do 
not. Our MiniHers, inllead of f.iying to the Spaniards, 

* We will not enter upon any Dilcuffiwn of the Validity, 

• or the Meaning of Trcatica t for ihefc are Points that 

• we are not at Frecdotn to admit being difputcd, (ince they 

* are afcertained by the Parliament of Great Britain, bat 
' we infill upon thefe plain pofitivc Fa^s, that yoaare not 

* to fearch our Ships : and that you arc to pay Damages 

• for what you have already done in Violation of thofe 
Treaties.' I (ity^ Sir, inllead of talking as they ought 

I to have done in this Language to the Court of Madrid, 
Itkey have admitted the Meaning of tliefe Treaties to be fo 
liar dirputcd, that it would nut be at all lurprizing if Spain 
I ihould difpute next, whether wc have, or have not a Right 
10 fail up the River Thames. 

< 1 his I can prove from the very Words of this Con- 
[vention, and if any Gentleman fliati ofTrr the leall; Argu- 
[ziKnt, that cm prove the contrary with any Man of com- 
I mon Scnfc, I will give my Voice for the Refolutions. By 
Mhe firll Article of the Convention we find, that tiic Con- 
ferences of the Plenipotentiaries are to be regulated ac- 
cording to the Treaties of 1667, 1670. 1713. 171 5. 1721. 

• 1728, and 1729, including the Afficnto-CDntradt, and the 
3> Convention of 1716. Now, Sir, tho' I think it is cx- 

* trenely right that thofc Treaties Ihould be the Ground- 

I work of our NegotiAlion:, 1 thick it very wrong, that 
alter 
■ ' — *m ii- I r- 
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Amotz-Geo. after lb folcmn a Declaration has been made by Partiamrnfi 
U. I7i8-p. our Right of Navigation 0iould be fabjcded to the Will of 
any Plenipotentiary, be he Spanifh or Englilb. Yet theft 
is nothing more plain than that tb^y are : For we need but 
CO look into the fccood Icpcrate ArticJe of this Convention, 
and there wc fliall (ce that a Douibt is made^ whether or 
not a Ship which was taken by the Spaniards failing from 
Antigua, no longer ago than the i4[h of April latt, wtt 
a lawful Prize. What is the Meaning, Sir, oj this Article^ 
but chat the Spaniards are doubtful whether wc bare 
TieatJcs a Right to fail on the American Sess nt all. Fi 
if we hare facb a Right, furely we can no where exercij 
it fo unexceptionably as within fight of our own Fon* 
if chcy are doubtfiil whether a Ship is, or is net law' 
Prize when fhc fails from Antigua, and not a League 
Shore, may they not jtiA as well difputc whether we hft* 
any Right to fail from Portfrnouth or Plymouth, or any 
Port in England, to London, or Liverpool ? 

* Therefore, Sir, I fay, that this fecond feperatc A 
explains the Meaning of the Hrft Article of the Ooii 
ventjon ; and fhews that the Meeting of our Plenipoi 
tiarics with thofe of Spain is not in order to obtain Reli 
from our Grievances, but to multiply thetn i and to d< 
whether we have any Right a: all to a Navigation upon 
American Seas, At the fame time it appears, that 
Court are far from being ignorant that the JDifpute bctwi 
OS mii[^ take this Turn ; for the Court of Spain could n< 
raife nny I)oubc, whether we have a Liberty of failing fi 
Antigua, unlcfs they had a Defign to difpuce our Right 
lailing at all on the American Seas. 

• The next Thing that I beg Leave to obfervc, while 
am fpeaking to this fecond Article, is the Stipulation m 
jegatd to the Limits of I^lortda and Carolina, which 
likewife to be decided according to the Meaning of T; 
ties, as if they were not already fu^ciently afcertained. 

' But the tccond Article fufficicmly proves, that 
Spaniards apprehend wc Ihall give them up all the Col 
that are in i)i1pute there; for we hod chat we niuft 
prefumc to put ourfiilvcs in a Pollure of Defence in 
they (hould be attacked. Now, Sir, I iliuuld be glad 
know of Gentlemen, why they fo lUenuoufly lail Yearil 
iiflcd upon the NcceiHcy ot puaing the Colony of Georgii 
which appears to have been for (otnctime pall a favouril 
Setctcmcnt with this Naiion, In a State of Defence } Wl 
was the Public put co the Kxpence of fending thither 
Regiment with Engineers Stores, and every thing neceilati 
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for hiaking a vigoroas Def<:nce. if it is a Doubt whether we Anno t: Ceo. 



have, or have not % Rig lit to the Colony. 

• i did iDteod. Sir, to have gone thro' every other Arti- 
cle ot this CoovcDtJon, but upon a Review 1 hnd I have 
been in a great Meafure preveoted by the Gentlemen who 
have already fpoken againft this Addrcfs. Yet I cannot 
hefp obferving the Manner, in which the definilive Nego- 
tiation to be buiit upon this Treaty is to go forward, in 
the firll Place, wc don't iind one Word in this Cooveniion 
that Itipulatesany Sacisfadion for the Breach of the Law of 
Nations, and pofitive Treaties in (he moft inhoman Man- 
ner, by the SubjeAs of the Crown of Spain ; therefore, 
ihey arc not to Aippofe, or at leaA they will not fuppofe 
that they have done any thing amif!. For this Reafon 
they will not be afraid Co do the ratneiagain ; and thua the/ 
have eight Months, appotnied to the Plenipotentiaries for 
£oi(hiog their Conferences, to afl all their Violences and Inju- 
riei over ^gain. And after thole eight Months, we don't find 
a Word in the Convention, from which we can imagine, that 
the Plcnipotentiaricj have a Right to give us any Sati&fadion 
for what they may do in the mean Time, For my Part, ac.ord- 
g to thii Convention, I think they have acquired « kind 
' Right to continue their Depredations ; becaufe it ia 
ident that our Minillers have at Icait left it doubtful, 
hether they were or were not in the wrong in doing what 
ley have done already. Give me Leave therefore, Sir, tu 
ippofe [h^t the Spaniards will continue their Depredations 
Wing the Time of the Conferences ; what will be th« 
Vent f We may fay to the Court of Madrid ; ' Here we 

* iutve a farther Charge : your Guarda Collai have doipe us 

* more Damage for which we arc to be fatiified.' .hit noc 
rutural tor them to bid as look into the Convention, and 
there we (hall find no fuch Agreement; they may tell us, 
that the Convention was intended to regulate what was to 
come, and that the Decifion of the Plenipotentiariei was to 
have no Rctrofpeft. At latl, when Abundance of Me- 

lOrials, Rcprefeotations, and Remonftranccs have pall, the 
ole may be left to a new Conveiuion. 
' What Britith Sabjcft, therefore, will venture his Pro- 
xy to Sea, while foch a Convention fhall fubliU ? He can 
ve no manner of Rule to goby; he fees a Ship, that to 
_ 1 thinking is in as lar a Wiy of Trade as any Ship can 
be, fci'zed I and after the Seizure, even our own Mmiilers, 
, the Parliament of Great Britain, arc in doubt whether 
is not lawfully feized ; how then can he venture to Sea I 
y, even iho' the Capture of his Ship IbouU be found il- 
;a1, til he can hope for is bare Rtftitution, afcc: lofing 
OL. VX. H «di 
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HwiKgco. »n the Benefit of lii* Trade, and the Chargp of the Ship« 



11 i7lS-tf. 



bcfiJcs Seameu's Wages, Repairs, and a thoufand ocher ex- 
pcntive Articles, for perhaps upwards of a Twelvemonth. i 
• But I am afraid, Sir, that there is fomewtnt more than I 
bare Suppofitions to fupporc the Cafe I have put. I en 
afraid, the Spaniards have already, even fiiice the tigning 
of this Convention, given Proofi in what manner they uD- 
^eiiland it. You have now upon your Table a " Petition 
from the Owners of a Ship, the Mafter of which was at the J 
Time of prcicnting their Petition, as they conceived, a \ 
Priloiier in Old Spiin. He has fince, indeed, been re- ' 
leafed ; but not cill :ift«r his Ship was conJifctted, and alter 
he had fuficrcd a long and tedious Impril'onmcni, even af- 
ter the Convention was figned. Nay, wc were told at the 
Bar of <ine Houie, that our Minlfler-Plcnipoientiary at the 
Court of Madrid prefented Memorials for his Relcafetnent, 
fend iio Regard was had to them. 

t This, Sir, is fo poUttve an Indication of the Manner in 
tvhich the Couit of Madrid underOlaiids the Convention, 
ibst 1 cannot iraagine the leafl Doubt can arife on that 
Head. Have we liad any Information yet, that Orders 
have been fcnt by the Court: of Madrid to their Governors 
in America, for reftoriog the two South-Sea Sloops, which 
ihey have detained, or for drawing off their Guard from 
our F«dory »t the Harannah? If they iiad thought that 
this Convention obliged them to difcoDtinue their Hoflili- 
tiei, they fhould have immediately given thcfe Orders, 
with fevere Injuuflions to all their Governors and Officers, 
•gainft differing any ft-ch Violences for the future. 

• No Genilemao here, 1 hope, wili take upon him to 
by, that the Sentiments of our Merchant:, and their Po- 
tiiions ought to have no Weight with us upon this Oc- 
cafion. I am of Opinion, Sir, that they are the bell Judges 
how far it is prafiicable to carry on the Weft India Trade, 
if the Convention (hould be approved by Parliament i and 
you fee in their f Petition, that they arc under the very 
lame Apprehcnfions timt I havcejtprcfled. They think this 
Convention makes the Mallera of every Guarda Colla fo- 
pcrior in Strength to a Britijh Ship that Jhall fall in clieir 
Way, the Mailers of the Liberty and Property of Britiih 
Subjcfls. In Ciort, the very Petitions that now lie upon 
ibc Tabic, coniidcring from whom they come, and for whne 
End they are intended, ought to be fuliicienc lo detertnlnftH 
lis to refufe our Aifent to the Refolution. .■ 

< But tho' L have the moA excjuilite Senfe of what oar 

Me re basts 
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|AIerc}tants and Sailors have Tufftred from ?p3m, give fn« Anno iz. Geo. 
I Leave ID fay. Sir, that the RWiitucion due to them i& bur '^ »7lSi> 
he fecond Confideration that ought now ro engage our •^'^ ""V^ 
\ttcotion. Wc have a more important Point ro dijlufs, 
nad that is, the Security of our Navigation for the loiure. 
■ am afraid, Sir, that our Minillcrs have but half andcr- 
3ofd the Court of Spain upon this Head They havo 
t^eo it for gfLinted, that all which chat Court irifitls upon 
is. the Regulation of fome particular Points, and the Dif- 
caflian ol ceruin Fafts relating to our American Navi- 
gation. But, as I faid before, this very Convention j^rovcs, 
tiiat tliey difpute our having any Right of Navigitlon ;.t 
ill upon the American Seas. This is no new C;atui of 
lliheiri J it is a Claim which they have formerly trumpt up« 
^founded upon the pretended ridiculous Donation of all 
America to the Crown of Spain by the See of Rome. Nay, 
fo fond were tliey of thi& imaginary Right, chat we find 
by their owo Authors, that not mucli abuve a Century ard 
a Half ago, their Admirals, whom they (cr.c out to Ame- 
rica, Jiad it in their Jntlruftions to treat all Si;ips which 
fJlcy found lailiog to the Wellward of the A2-.i;;re3 Ijimds 
lu Piraces. The VVeaknefs ol that Crown hindered them, 
indeed, from infilling upon this ridiculous .Righ;; btir when 
Gentlemen conlider the Gcniuj of that Court, and their 
ft'ncfs in every thing that regards themrclvc, they will 
ot at all be furprized to find chat, wbcn they fuw they h^d 
I do with a puiilanimout weak Minillry, ihey (buuld re- 
thcir Claims. 1 doa't. indeed, lay, that they h^ve as 
yet made any exprcfs Declaration upon th3t Head, bccmfc 
Ija that Event, the French, the Dccch, and every o:her 
[Nation who has any Property in the American 1 rade, 
'null have been alanued equally with us; but 1 ihinle it is 
very plaiti from [heir Condufl, and from their jullifying 
.*^t Condufi, that chey can mean nothirg lefa thnn an Ex- 
Klufivc Privilege to tbcmlclvcs ol N»vigativ-n in the Aine- 
I jican Seas. P'or I will challenge any (jcocleman who is 
or our agreeing to this Addreb. to point out by what 
Meane it li poliible for u> to (ail in thele Sess, to fail from 
Dae of our own Colonies to another, even the moJl conti- 
j^fiuOQ!, if the Spania;d& can be julli6ed in the Captures they 
i%tvc already m.idL- of our Ships? 

It iuts been preyed, Sir. at itie Bar of this Houfe, that 
Ciicy have lc;xed Ships within Sight of their own Scttlcmcntr, 
4ho' the MaAers of thole Ships were obliged to approacb 
iheir CoalU by Kcalun of the Korcc of Winds and lidcs : 
You have beijxi it proved, that they have taken Snips not 
^iUu« Sight ot any Luid • and that they have ul^en them 
K 2 withia 
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Anno I ;.<;«o. within Sight, nay, almell within Gon-fhol of oar own 
n J 7^8-9. Shores. If they can be jaftified in thefe Capiurej, I 
^^V^^ ftiould beg to know what Cafe can happen, in which wc 
can fail on tbcfe Seas. 

* But that I may not (eem to fpeak without the be£^ Au> 
thority^ I Ihilt take the Liberty 10 read the Extr?.£l of a 
Paper, which now lies upon your 1'able, and is taken from 
the Words of the Declai^rion made by the Sponifh Com- 
miflaries to ours at the Cotifereocea fubfequent to the 
Treaty of Seville. 

* In this Declaration k is faid, • That whereas the 

• King their Mailer h:ith an indifputable Right, by tlic 
f Gift of Pope Alexander ihc VJth, l^c. to the Pro- 

• pcny and Dominions of all the Continents, IHaiids, and 

• Seas adjacent, either already difcovered, or that fhall here- 
« after be difcovered between the Artie and Antartic Poles, 

• a Imndred Leagues Weftward of the Iflands des Azores ; 

• excepting thofc Places which have fince by Agreement 

• wieli his Catholic Majclly been pofleft by other Princes, 

• and whereas the Britifh Nation have introduced them- 

• feltes into the faid Dominions, without the Confent ef 

• his faid Catholic Majelly, particularly into the Iflands of 

• New Providence, St. Catherine, St. Andrew, Port Royal, 

• &c." and within the Limits of Florida, that, therefore, 
we ought to evacuate all thefe Places. This Demand, Sir, 
18 fo ridiculous, that if any Gentleman had afTerted withoat 
good Prooft, that a People in their right SenfCs could have 
made it, I dare lay he would have found Difficulty to have 
gained Belief. For it not only cuts us out of the Placet 
mentioned, but out of Jamaica, and fome other of our 
mofl valuable PoHefTions. I have heard an Honourable 
Gentlemen over the Way lay, that we never could bring 
the Crown of Spain ;o acknowledge our Right to the 
liland of Jamaica ; [ believe, nor to any PofTclTion wc have 
in America; therefore this Demand may be extended to all 
our American PoJreiTioni. 

' It is owing. Sir, to our Minillry overlooking and 
treating in a foothing tcoder Manner this Jnfolence of 
Spain, that wc have hitherto obtained nothing from them, 
but an Addition of Infamy from repeated Injuricsj and 
this Convention may be called the Coup de Grace to thllC 
tnifcrable lingering State, which our Navigation and Com- 
merce have been long in. Whereas had they crulhed the 
Evil in its Bud ; had they refolved to break off all Confe- 
rences unlefi tbofe romantic Claims were rehnquifhed, the 
i>p.iniar(ls would never have ventured to pcrfift either in their 
irjuricus 7 reatmCfit of our Mctchants, or Uie Abfurdity of 

chcic 
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their own Prctenfions. But by even continuing to treat Anno i2.Gea 
while fucb a Claim vvas upon the Carpet, they had rcston *^ ■ jS-y.. 
to think that we were either afmid to difoblige them, or 
that there was more Jullice in their Demands, than they 
Chcmlelvcs perhaps at firll were aware of. This gave them 
lilncoLiragement to perfill in them till they have at lall fixy 
cccdcd Co far as to get a Convention, which opens to them 
m fair Frofpeft of obuining whatever their own chimerical 
Withes could fuggcfl. 

* 1 aflt Pardon for troubling the Houfe thas long; but the 
Importance of the prel'cnt QucUton^ I think, demands that 
every Gentleman Ihould fpcak even the Pulntfs of his 
Scn(e : It is the lafl time Sir, it we agree to this Refolution. 
that we perhaps (hall have an Opportunity of Debaie upon 
any thing that concerns the I'radc or Navigation of tbii 
Kingdom ; therefore I hope the Refolution will be re< 

, committed.* 

Sir Robert Walpolc. 

S I Ki 

• The Propriety of the Refolution we are now debating jir Rnbcr? 
Lwas fo fully confidered Ycflerday, that I did not imagine it Wnlpulc 
I would have met with fo ftrenuous an OppoHtion Today. 
* However, as Gentlemen feem determined to make a Point 
J of this Qaeftion, I am not at all afraifj of having it once 
Lagain fully and impartially confidered ; and I dare fay that 
[|uch Gentlemen, who were for the Refolution in the Com- 
[iniuee^ will be thereby mure confirmed to approve of it ia 
) Ihe Hoale. 

' I (hall not take upon mc. Sir, to anfwer regularly every 

' thing the Honourable Gentleman was pteafed to advance { 

but I will venture Eo fay, that I am able to anfwer every 

k thing he has advanced to the Purpofe. The Preamble to 
the Convencion was found fault with ; Why i Becaufe it re* 
cites that Differences have arilen between the two Crowns 
on account cf the vifiting, fearching, and taking of Vef- 
iel), the feiyjng of Eifcils, and regulating of Limits; 
therefore the Miniftersof the two Crowns are to take Care, 
«b fit as in them lies, that no forther Ovules cf luch Com- 
plaints (hall exiA. This Preamble has been repTcfenied as 
» kind of owning the Right which the Spaniards pretend 
CO in the American Seas. For my Part, Sir, i cannot fee 
the Icaft Foundation for fuch a Suggeflion. Did not this 
Houfe laft Seflton recommend to his MajeHy to have all 
Ihefe Ciufes of Complaint removed? This was the pro- 
feflcd Intention of all thofe Negotiations aganft which 
H Gentlemeo have fo much exclaimed. And I fhould be 
H glad to know in what manner the GcDClemen Uicmlelvcs 
^K would 
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would have pnitifil (hi- PrenmMc? Could it hxve been 
faid tn this rrramble, tt>.it Oiftcrcnces have aot arircn. and 
cbat the Convention W25 intended to perpetuate thole Dif- 
ferences? And yet I don't Tee any other Meaning tliar an 
Obje^ion to this Preamble can <;oi]vey, but that the con* 
trftry of what is there advanced i« true. 

■ Geotlcmen, when they fpcak cf the Spanish Depre> 
dationr. take it for granted that the Spanifh Court have as 
good Evidence for the Illegaltiy of the Captures tratic by 
their Gu»rda Q>fta, and other VeiTets as thi^ Houlc has. 
But give roe Leave to hy, Sir, that the Cafe is for otherwiie ; 
for tho* the Injuries our Merchants have received have 
been (ully proved at the Bar of this Houfc. yet tt is by no 
means fo enfy for a Minttler refiding at a foreign Court to 
make tbe Spaniards equally fenHble of this as wc arc, who 
were prefent when the Proofs were given in. Therefore it 
is highly unrciUonable toimaginethat u-c had no more to do, 
but to draw out a neat Account of our Lcffts, and to have 
given it to the Spanifh Minitlry. and that they would in- 
itantly have figncd it, aod ordered Payment. 1 couid with 
all my Heart have wi/hed that this had been the Cafe; 
but do Gentlemen imagine, that if we had been in the 
vrongf if the Complaints againd uj had been examined 
at the Court cf Spain, and if they had fcnt over a peremp- 
tory Demand here for Payrnent of the Balance, that our 
Mioiflry wculd have been jaftiJiablc, bad tney immediately 
comply'd with their Demand. 1 am fure uhe lionoorable 
Gentleman who fpoke hU would be one of the firU to ar- 
raign them> if they (hould do fuch a thing. Let Gentle- 
men lay their Hands on ihcir Hearcs. and confider what the 
jdifuilry here ought to have done : Were they to give into 
the Court of Madrid a Bill of their Damagcf, and demand 
immediate Puymcnt without the leait Kxamination? Were 
ihey to threaten, thit in cafe that Court fhould pretend co 
del :y Paymenc, tho' but for an Hour, we would go to War i 
By no Means, Then what ought they to have done? 
Why they ought to have laid the Grievances of the Nation 
before that Court, in confe^uence cf the A^ivice of Parlia- 
ment to his MajeUy, and etideavoured tooU<iia Satiafaftion 
for the Fare and Security agatoJl all future Injuries. Bat 
lliii 13 precifejy the 'J'hing they have done j and done it, 
I will venture to fay, with unparalleled Succcfs. The 
Spaniaids have owned that they have been in the wrong* 
Ihey have ogreed to make Sitis^^ion, and to fubmit to 
s^ulaie everything in Difputc according tuTrcatiei. But, I 
(ayit the Honourable Gentleman* why did not wc obtain an ' 
cxpieis Rentmciation on the Fait of Spain of aJJ her ridi- 
1 culous 
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cu1ciu4 romsQiic Claims? WhydtJ not oui MixtiAi-y throw Annni^G«o. 
up all Tuiure Negoti&tions with them? V>'hy dul wc not '' ■73'^y 
itiiill, (aid aaothcr Hooounble Gcotlcmaa, upon having K^^'S^^J 
the Author] of our Injuries brought 10 condign Pumib- 
nient? An to the Hrll of thcfe Points, perb4ps it may ooc 
appear quite Co rcafonable to the Spsaiardj, as it docs to 
fomc Gentlemen in this Houfc. I would have GeotlemcR 
sightly {Q dillinguifh becwcen the Points that^c contravvrtud 
by Spain, and ihofcthat arc not i between the Points that 
admitted by m, and tho(c that arc not. 
Spain, as I diall prove by and by, oocwitbdanding 
mil thaL has been faid by the Honourable Gentleman who 
fpokc taft, never has pretended to difpute our Right of 
failing from one of our own Settlcmeius to another ; but 
ihe prcccnds, that in the Courfe of that Navigation wo ou^hc 
not to touch upon her Coails, nor to trade with any of her 
SubjefU. Wc, on the other hand, admit that the Spaniards 
Jiave a Right topievent any Trade from being carried oa 
by the SubjeAs of other Nations with hers, except that 
Trade whica is cxpief&Iy lliputateJ by the AiBenco-Tieicy. 
But we deny, that unilcr that Pretence her Subje^s ought 
10 Hop or fearch our Ships. This, Sir, is a Ihort State of 
the Controvcrfy between Us and Spain, and perhaps it is 
attended with more DifHcuIties than nay be tmauint J. 

»• For in the fir ft place, tlio' their Claim of lta.r<hioE 
our Ships may (cenri highly onrcaionnblc Ui-us, it may ap- 
jpcar quite otherwilt: to them. They have on their Side 
the coiiftanl Praflicc of all Nations^ who have, and exerctie 
a Rig}'t of no;:ping und fe^irching all Ships wbicli ti>oy 
fuCptr^ as ciirry:ng on an illi'cite Trade witJi their Sul:j< :la. 
I know it is laid, that this Right cannot extend to the Ame- 
rican Seas, becaufe that in them there can be no Object of 
Search on board our Ships, fince u\\ Trade bciwctn the 
Spaniards and Usin thofe Seas isabfclutely prol.biced. Sir, 
I Ihall not acp'dent diipute the general Seme ot this Pro- 
pofition, but Ccritlcm«:n will pleafe 10 cf>alider the Con- 
Jeqoences if it is too far extended. Sappofe, for inflance, 
that an Englifh Ship is Teen hovtu-ing off of the Speniih 
Co^ids : luppole that the Span:fh Oificers Osall fee Boats. 
loaded wi.h Goods pad and repals dally and hourly between 
theirSr.ore and this Ship; what! are they to take no man- 
aicr cf Notice of fuch a Ship ? Arc th^ to wink, to con- 
fiiye at a Prafltcc fo utterly repugnant to the Meaning of 
ftll the Treaties between them and us ? Thij, Sir, would I 
think be c>3rrying the general Propofition J have juR now 

IRtentiuned too lar. 7'he Parliament could never mean, in 
ihcir Addrcfs to his MajcAy» that wc ihou!d aJTcrt a Claim 



Annciii.Gco. fo inconfiftent with Treaties. All we meant, I will vcd* 
II. i7J^-(^. turc to fay, was to aflen it fo far as Treaties could warraoC 

^^"V^^ it, and no ferther : if we meant any thing clfe, it was uil- 
jufi. But Gentlemen never reflefl that in all their Speech^ 
and Reafonings againft the Convention they plead for this 
unlimited, this unjuftifiablc Senfe of thnt Propolition. 
They don't refleft, that if we had infifled upon any other 
I'erma than what arc contained in the Convention, tfaey 
mull hare Itecn to bind the Hands of the Spaniards ahfo- 
lutely up from preventing any unlawful Trade that may be 
carried on upon their Coafls ; which 1 am fure never could 
be the Intention of Parliament, nor catt be juliificd by 
Treaties. 

* I know. Sir, with what a tender Hand the Interefls df 
Trade ought to be tottched, and I know too with what 
Views all the Clamour againft this Convention have been 
raired ; but I am convinced that the IntercAs of Trade art 
never fo well confultcd . as when it is carried on agrccabi/ 
to Treaties. If, in order to gratify the Pique and ftefcnU 
Bjeni o( any particular Sett of Men among oorfelves, we 
fliall encourage Mcafures that ddtroy the Intention df 
Treaties, wc fhall foon fee our Trade luincd. Every 
Nation in Europe will become jealous of us, and perhaps ^ 
may conlpire our Dedruftion. It is only by preferving thefl 
Faith of the Nation in carrying on our American Com-V 
meree, that wc fhall be able to prevent fuch a Confpiracy i 
for upon the fiafis of that Commerce, every other Branch 
of our Commerce is founded. If the other Powers of 
Europe (hould once conceive a Jealoufy that we intended lo m 
«ngrofs the whole of chat Commerce to ourfelves, do wftfl 
imagine they would fit cool and unconcerned ? No, Sir ; ia 
■fuch an Event, even your bell Friends would look upon 
your Conquers wiih a jealous Eye, and your molt powerful 
Neighbours would continue neutral no longer than your * 
Succef^ fliould alarm their Fears. It is the Ina^ivity and 
LaKinefs of the Spanifh Nation, that 15 her greatcll Se- 
curity in her Pofiiflion of the American Treafure : Eut 
were thefe Treafurcs to fall into the Hands of a People, 
who knew how to cngrcfs them to ihemfelves ; who knew 
how 10 keep jhera from becoming, as foon as they arrive^ 
the Property of other Nations, wc fliouId foon fee 4 
Change in their pacific Difpofitions. 

» Ji was in order to prevent this from ever becoming the 
Ofc, that (o great Care was taken lofccure by allTreatiei, 
in which the Spaniards have been contracting Parties, the 
Foflelfion of the SpaniAi W(;ll-[ndic4 to that Crown; and 
Che Article of the Treaty of Utrecht, which Hipula'.ej that 

Poffcflion, 
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I'oCledJon, makes it the Foundation, the Sine foa aon of aU Anno 
the Ncgociacionst not only between Spain and L'e, but 
among all the Powers of Euiopc, Thcrcrorc, GcniIcmL-n 
ought to be exireme'y tender of urging this Poinlj it is a 
String, which if not delicately touched may create a Dif- 
cord and Jarring in our Syflem of Intercfts with our Neigh- 
bours, that may diloider the whole. It is eafy from (he 
Wordj of Treaties to raife Objedions, and throw lo Dif- 
iicultie?, that may caufe a CJamour, but if a Minilter confults 
the Senfe and Spirit of (hofc Treaties^ he mult be jultificd 
by his Country. 

• • Having iajd thus much, I (hould be glad to know 
whether it can be thought rcafonable that the Miniftry here 
ftould have infiHed upon the Spaniards granting us abfo- 
luiely and immediately all we aJk, without fuffcring the 
Jealt Examination into our FrctfnGons. (which by the bye 
are quite new to the Court of Madrid.) Can Gentlemen 
deny, but that there is at Icafl fome Difiiculty in reconciling 
thole Points, which they don't pretend to dtfpute with us^ 
to thofe Points which wc canncK contravcrt with them i 
Can they deny, that even tho' Spain had been difpofcd to 
grant us all at once, without difputing, without examining 
''to the Authority* upon which we founded our C!aii»Sa 
at it would not have been proper to be a little cautious^ 
fo what manaer fuch a ConcclHoo Ihould be couched, fo AS 
at it might give no Un.bragc to our Neighbours? 

And now, Sir, thai I have gone thus far, give me 
vc to mention one or two Difficuliiej, which arc found- 
ed on the Words of (ho{e very Treaties, in which the 
Gentlemen who are againft this Refolutlon fo much 
triumph. They have infilled, that the American Treaty, 
made in 1670, was the lirlt Treaty exprcfsly made that 
hid us under any FrohibitioQ of Trading to America, 
7'herefore, lay they, as no mention is there made cf 2 
Search, or of prohibited Goods, it never can be conllrued 
to extend to either, and we have by that Treaty a Righc 
^ to (ail as near the Spanilh Coalh in America as we pVafe, 
^■ivithoui being (ubjeft to a Search. But I find. Sir, that 
^Bhis Treaty of 1670 confirms by its firft Article thcTreaty 
^bf 1667, and by this lall-menrioned Treaty a Vifit and 
^^earch too» if no fati^faftory Account of the Ship's C3rgo 
f ii given to the Party vifuing. is exprcfsly llipubicd. 
I Bu:, i&y Gentlemen, this Stipulation is only for the Ku- 
ropcan Commerce. I Hull not dispute at prcf^nt, Sir; 
whether it is or is not, but I don't hod any Exprelfions ih 
ih» Treaty which determine the iicnfc to the European 
Cumttterce alone. r 

Vot. VI. 1 Tli» 
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11. i7t8-$i* Probibitioa of our failing to the American Coafls as the 
C/'W.^ Treaty of 1670 is; and 1 cannot but obfervc that the Sth 
Article of the Treaty 1670, which prubibits the SubjcAa 
oi either State from failing to the Settlements of the other 
ID America, is »tmoft tranfcribed from the 6th Article of 
the Treaty of Munfter in 1648, to which the Sth Article 
«t the Tieaty of 1667 refers. I will lake the Liberty to 
jead the Words of the feveral Articles, bccaufe I believe 
Gentlemen who have fpoken upon this Subjeil have not 
fu£cie;illy coniideced ihem. 

• The WoKls;of the Sth Article of the Treaty 1667 
run thus : * And for what may concern both the Indies^ 
' and any other Parts whatfocver, the King of Spain doth 

* grant to the King of Great Britain, and his Subjedls, all 
' [bat is granted to the united Stales of the Low Countries^ 

* and their Subjcfls in their Treaty of MunAer 1748 point 

* for point, in as full and ample Manner as if the lame were 

* herein particularly infened, the fame Rules being to be 

* obferved,whereunto the Subjefls of the (aid Uoiled States 

* are obliged, and mutual Ofhces of Friendfhips to be per- 
' formed jrom onebuSe to the other.' As this Article can- 
not be undcrllood without the Articles referred to in the 
Treaty of MurHcr, 1 fhall beg Leave to read that too, 
from the Book I have in my Hand : The firft Article elU- 
IpliQies in the Statci<Gcnera.I the Right of Uti PoJ^dttis as 
to all their PoflefBons in America, and the futh Article 
proceeds as follows, 

* And as to the Weft fndtes, the Subjefts and Ichabiunt| 

* of the Kingdoms, Provinces, and Lands of the faid Lords, 

* the King and iitates rufpcAively fhalt forbear to navi. 

* gate and tralHc in all the Havens, Harbours, and Placey 
' provided with Forts, Lodgments, or CalUes, and all other 

* Places pofTeU by one or the other Parcy ; (aamelyj th^ 

* Sobjefts of the laid Lord the King [hall not fail ancj 
' traffic in thole held by the faid Lords, the btates, nor the 

* Sobje^of the faid I^^rds the States, nor the Subjects of the 

* faid Lords the States in thofe held by thefaid Lord the King.* 
How agreeable this is to the Words of the Sth Article of 

the Tre:ny of 1670,. Gentlemen Aiall judge. The Word* 
of that Article are ; 

' The SubjcAs and Inhabitants, Merchants, Captains* 

* Marinct, and MaAers of Ships of the KiogdoniJ, Pro- 

* vincts, and Territories ot each King, reipefli'.'ejy ihall 

* abftain and forbear from trading ;4nd navigating in th^ 

* Ports, and in the Places where Forts, Waiehcufes, or 
.«. (Tallies aie built^ and in rU other Places poir«it by one or 

« other 
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[^ dther Party in th« Weft- Indies.' The reft of ehe Article Anno la.flea 
It cranfcribed fron ibac of the Treaty of Munfter, ffl«/a/iJ 11. lyi^i-f. 
\wmtamjiit. ^^^V"*^! 

From this Ir appears that the Prohibition of our not 
ailing to the Spanifh Weft-Indies exifted before the Treaty 
of i6;o. Now. Sir, tho^ I am as far from being an Ad. 
locate for Spain as any Gentleman in this Houfe is, yet £ 
iubmii it CO Confideraiion, whether it was reafonable to ex- 
■^& that the Spaniards were to iign a Charte blanch, and 
agree to our Demaod of giving op all Rights to a Search, 
before they had confidered whether they had not, by the 
['Treaty of 1667, a Right to fearch our Ships in America 
well as in Europe. 
GentJemen have been very fevere upon the Authors of 
Convention, for proceeding in any Negotiation at all 
ire the Spaniards bad abfolutely difclaimed this Point. 
VBm give me Leave, Sir, to fay, ic is but a new Argument, 
leren in this lloufe, that tlie Spaniards hnvc no Right to a 
LTch upon any Account whatfovcri and if it is new to 
Ds, it mult be fo to them; and therefore it is not at all 
Ifiirprizing that they fliould infift upon fome Time to deJi> 
ate. I remember when the Treaty of Seville was op- 
proved of by Parliament, the Gentlemen whodiflikcd that 
Treaty did not make Ufe of this Argument; and in all 
Courfe of our Debates it was ftill underftood, that Spain 
I a Right to a Search in certain Cafes. I'herc h nothing 
: in this Convention to the Difcuffion of Pleaipotcntiariesp 
ich was not virtually left by the Treaty of Seville, to 
l>ifcunion of Commiftiiries: yet 1 did not hear any 
nGemlcman fay at that time, that the Rights of our Na< 
Tigation and Commerce were given up and ihamefully be. 
Cray'd. To prove what 1 hive faid with reg^-rd to what 
wu referred to the Cummiflarics, who were to meet iocon- 
quence of the Treaty of Seville, I need only to read the 

Article of that Treaty, which runs thus j 
* Comroifiaries to \k appointed on the Part of their 
Britannic and Catholic Aiajellies, to cxatnine and decide 
what concerns the Ships and EtTeds taken at Sea on 
either Side, to the Time fpcciiy'd in the proceeding 
Article (meaning the Year 1728.) And to examine and 
decide according to iheTreaties the refpefirre Preten. 
fions which relate to the Abufes that are fuppofed to havs 
been committGd in Commerce, as well in the Indies, as 
Europe, and all other rcfpeftive Preienfions in America 
founded on Treaties, whether with refpe£l to the Limits 
or Q'.lierwifc.'— Nou', Sir, is any thing more referred to 
he PlCRTpotentiirtes br i^is Convention I therefore 1 Ihoulci 
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Annoi2.Gcfi. bf glad to know why fuch a Clamour is raifed now on that 
IL iTiS-p- jlead, and if the Point of no Search be fo clear in our j 
V/rX^ favour as Gentlemen would Jiave it, wa.s it not as clear * 
iheti as now ? 

• But it is fhid, here is the Cafe of a Ship failing from 
one of oar own Colonies, and not fo much as pretended co 
he within the Spanifh Limits, fubmitted to the DifculLon of 
our Plenipotentiaries; and this will be a great Difcounige* 
irent to our Merchants carrying on that Commerce* during 
the intermediate I'imc. If the Cafe were as the Honourabla 
Gentleman has reprcfcotcd it, I dun't know but it might 
have that EfTcfl ; but we ought to confider, Sir, that it is 
cot only the Place in which a Ship is found to carry on 
Commerce, that makes fuch a Ship a Prize, but the Species 
of Goods that are on board. To be furc, if there were 
no other Objcdion :t^:iinft that Ship, the Smce/i, than that 
/he was fdilingout of Antigua, as the Honourable Gentle- 
man has been pleafed to lUte the Matter, it had been a 
very ridiculous Subjcd for the Dilcunion of the Plcnipoten- 
ciarics, but as there arc other Circamftances, which ac- 
cording to the Claims of Spain may make her a lawful 
Prize, the Article with regard to her is both prudent and 
reafonnblc, nor can it ever prejudge any of ourjull Rights. 

< Having thus, I hope, obviated all that has been fo ad* 
vanced againl^ this Convention, I Ihnll now take the L.i«j 
bcriy to fay a Word or two in anfwer to what wis iau 
with regard to the Claim of the Spaniards, to an cxda^ 
five Privilrge of Navigation in the American Seas, 
was faid, thit in the Conferences with our Commiflariei 
the Spaniards had infilled upon (uch a Privilege : To prove 
this, a Paffige from one of the Papers upon your Tab'c i 
produced; but how does that Pallage prove it? It prove 
(hat a ridiculous romantic Claim was entered by thcSpanifl 
ComniiUbrics, and this Convention proves that they hav« 
rclinquilhed it fiace. But the Honourable Gentleman did 
not enough attend to the PaHage, when he faid that it ex* 
tended to a Claim of an exctufive Right, for we find 
is rellriflcd to thole Places which have not been by Agree 
uient with his Catholic MajcAy poiTclt by other Nations 
Therefore it never can be conllrued to comprehend any 
our PofTeifions which we held before the Treaty 1670, b« 
caufe in that 7'reaty we have from Spain an Article 
• Uti Fcffidttit, by which that Crown confents to our em-] 
joying all the Property of whatwc were then in PoJTcflionoKH 

* Upon the whole, Sir, I cannot fee the lealt i-'oundatioa 

fo 
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rolmtons, for a dutifal and grateful j^ddrefs to the Crown.' II. tjtS-p- 
Mr. Pulincy, C/'Y'S^ 

Sin, 

• The plaaGble Pretence of addrelTing the Crown lliall Mr.Poltncy. 
Ttever induce me to betray the Trull placed in me by my 
Country ; and when I view this Qiieltion in its proper 
Light, to me it appe.irs to be a modefl Demand made by 
the MiniRry, that wc ihou'd, without the lead SatUfa^ioa 
given us.ftrike off the long Account due to us from Spain, 
for the moft injurious Treatment of the Subjeflj, and the 
grofteil Infults on the Crown of Great Britain : That we 
ftiould give up all Security for the Exercife of that Com- 
merce, which is ai prefent the onfy Support of ihis Nation : 
That we Hiould give up the Righ: of this Houfe to arraign 
a puBIIanimoas, weak, dcnm^ve Meafure of the Miniltry, 
or rather one Man in the Miniitry: In fliort, that wcfliould 
facrifice all that can be dear and valuable to us, ai a free 
People, in order to fuppon one Man tn his Pon'er. 

What has hitherto been offered in favour of this Con- 

ition, Sir, coniinns me more and more in the Opinion, 

chat it it a Meafure deArudive to the Nation. Genilemcn 

may remember, that in the lad Seflion I was for aiTfrting 

the Rights of this Nation in America, after a liron^er and 

xnore explicit Manner than we then did. For this Pur- 

pofc I offered fome Refolutlons to tlie Houfe that had not 

the good Fortune to be approved of 'J'hc Right Honourable 

Gentleman, who fits near me, ^ amended, or rather new 

xDodelled them into the Rcfotutions which were prefcntcd 

CO h s Majefty. I forefaw. Sir, [ foretold a great Part of 

(he Arguments which have squally been made V(€ of in 

favour of the Convention. But this Mcifure, tho* we 

Icnow it IS the Gentleman's, is far from being corrcfpondcnt 

even to the Genttcmac's Rcfolutions, if 1 may lo call theci. 

I The Refolutioas alfert our undoubted Right to a free Na> 
vigaiion in America. Cut this Is fu hr from being fccured, 
or aflrrtcd by the Convention, that it is a^luAlly given up. 
For, Sir, if It be undoubted, why is it Submitted to a future 
PlftuiBon ? To what end are Plenipotentiaries naracd, if 
rot to clear up fome Points that remain doubtful? 7 he 
very Words of the Convention make the Doubi : For we 
there fee, that the Rights of Navigation and Commerce of 
this Nation are to be feidedby Plenipotentiaries. Sir, chey 
W'tnc no fettling : we have already fourd and declared 
what our jull Rights are t and flyill thcfe Gentlemen lell 
tu fay this Convention that we are millaken ? 

• Sa''''«'e 
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IGmojsGeo. ' Sappofe, Sir, thflC a oclghbouriog Power was to (tart a 
IT i7jS-p. Claim, which afftaed the Independency of this Crown and 

'^^^.y^ iCingJom i lappofe the Parliament had come to a Refo 
luiion, and prercnted the fame to his MajcAy, telling him 
that the Independency of his Crown is c?ear and undoubted, 
and that we will tiand by him to the UH Shilling of oar 
Fortunes, and the laA Drop of our Blood ; fljall any Mi- 
nirter, after fuch Declaration, fo fer proAitute the Dignity 
of his Majeliy and the Kingdom* as to refer the Indcpen* 
dency of the Crown to the Deciiion of .__ what fhall I 
call them ; two Creatures of his own. diftinguithed by no 
one Qualification, bat a blind Obedience to his Commands? 
Gentlemen miy fiy this Cafe is not in the lead applicable! 
to that of the Conrention. 1 own. Sir, the Independency 
of the Crown is not immediately afie^ed by the Claimi i 
Spain : But will not the Honour andlntereftof Che Nation, 
which fapports that Independency, be both afFcflcd? If ws| 
give up oar Trade, where fhall we find Refources to fnpw 
port ourfelves ei;lier againft foreign or domeftic Enemies ?1 
If we meanly l^oop to the Diflates of a haughty infolentl 
Court 1 if we barter atvay the Lives and Liberties off 
£nglilhmen for a freaking, temporary, difgraceful £xpe> 
dient; what Court in Europe will any longer regard us m\ 
an independent People ? 

' But iho' we had obtained from Spain much better 
Terms than it appears arc obtained, we have weakened the 
Kights of this Nation by the very Manner in which we 
treated about them. We treated. Sir, as humble abjccl Slaves 
would with an info^ent arbitrary Mailer. We have yielded 
every Point in Difpute, and have not got one fingle Con- 
ecffioo in our Favour. We have been treating about Right* 
to Satistafiion for Injuries, for Infulis, for Barbarities, that 
I believe were never before attempted to be palliated by 
any People who ever heard of Law and juflice ; and what 
makes it Hill more difgracefal to us, we have been treat- 
ing, while the o:her is Party Hilt plundering : Even at the 
Time when this mock Satisfaitioo was obtained, the Spa- 
niards were repeating the very Injuries and InfuUs for which 
ihc Honourable Gentleman and his Friends pretend they 
have made us Reparation. They pretend. Sir, that this 
was the wifelt and the moR eligible way of proceeding ; 
but it wa* afting a Part the very Rcverfe of what was afled 
by the wifcrt and the braveit People that ever lived. They 
alvrtys refifed to treat with an Enemy who had gsined an 
Advantiag.: over them ; but when that Enemy was fubdued. 
they readily confcntcd to reafonaWe Terms. Wc, on tlie 
Other hand, have girca our Ecemies great Advantages from 
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iDr FoiillaTilniity and Compliance j we have treated nith Anno 1 2 Ceo. 
II the Submiflion of a conquered People, and given up sU U. j -. j5-p. 
the Supcrioriiy we migbi have ciaimcd from oar Strength <.^ 
and Siiuatioo. Had we lol lowed the Maxims of that wile 
People, we (hould have lold the Spaniards our Terms : if 
they had not accepted cbem, we ought to have veniurcd our 
all, richer than (ubmictcd in one Article j if we had bcea 
conquered, Sir, wc could not liave been in a worfc Situation 
xhan we are put in:o by this Treaty ; and if we had coo- 
^ucred> then was che Time to have extended our Favour, 
|if we could have done it confidently wiih the Honour of 
'Great Britain. This, Sir, would have been no romantic 
way of a^ing; ft would have prefcrved our Reputation^ 
whjcii is infeparable from the Welfare of a Tridirg People ; 
3C would have ihewed our Enemies that wc were determined 
10 preferve our Commerce and Liberties at the Hazard of 
our Lives, and that whenever wc come to Relolutions on 
thcfe Pciats> we have ilic i'iiaiQefs Dot to depart from 
them. 

' An Honourable Gentleman, Sir, who fits near mc, faid 
VcAerday, * That Millury Geotjemen Ihould have as Ih- 
' tic aspoffible to offer in Affairs relating to Peace or War; 
* that as their Paflion is for Glory, they might be animated 
< to feek it, tho' purcharcdwi;h the Ruin ot their Country.* 
Sir, I congrtttulate thi» AiTcmbly un tbc Right Honourable 
^KGentleman*3 Change of Sentiments. When I look round 
^Btbis Houfe. I cannot help feeing Caufe to rcHtA, that this 
^1 Was not always hts way of thinking. Neither will it be 
^Pdiflicuit to afiign the true Realun ot ints Change of Opinion. 

Y For my Putt, J have always oppolcd Military Gentlemen 
L having too much to fay in Parliament on the Affairs of 
H Peace or War » 1 with, Sir, they bad Icfs to lay or do here 

V on this very Occafion: We ftiall foon fee, by the Part they 
iball take in thia (^clKon, how fir this Paliion for Glory» 
the Honourable Gentleman talks of, prevails among them. 
This Night, Sir, they wilt have an Opportunity of fliswing 
their Zeai lor the Interell of their Country, and at the fame 
Time gratify their Ardor for AAion. Uut, Sir, in ali Deli- 
beraQOLS of this Kind, I have ccnftanily obfcrved ihefe Mi- 
litary Gentlemen very prudently conhitt tltc Peace of thcrr 
Country, as well as their own Glory, by being the firll lo 
approve of the Miniltet*& mod dtttruhivc Sctinncs. and 
even his pacific Mealutes. Wc all know, Sir, when it has 
bappei.ed otherwire, what was the Conlcquence. They 
iwho had the Courage, Sir, to follow the UiClaicsof their 
own Hreaft (I don't mean to reflcii on any Ger<tlcman of 
|bc Anay] were difabltd trom ftirtbci f<uvto2 '^"^ C^nmtfjr 

in 




vynrs^ 



r^4) 

AmtDfiGeoitt A Military Capacity. One Exception, Sir» I kfio^^ 
!• J7j3-p. (ii(,,.(. i,^ and [ need not tcJl Gentlemen that I have in my 
Eye one Military Perron, great in his Character, greaC 
in his Capacity, great by the important Offices he has dif- 
chargcd, who wants nothing to nuke him fltll greater, but 
to be Aripped of all the Poils, of all the Places he now en- 
joys.— But that. Sir, tbey dare not do. — I repeat it. Sir, 
they dare not. A Wnr, as the Honourable Centleinaa 
rtght!y obferved, is to be avoided if we can da it with Ho- 
nour, a vigorous War is the only Means of obtaining a 
lading Peace. It is in vain therefore for Gentlemen to de- 
claim on the Calamities of War: Let them rather expatiate 
on the Miferies of fuch a Peace ns we have had thefe iS 
^foons pafl. Let them compare thcfe with the moltdifmal 
EfTe^i of War ; the lail will be found a fife, an eafy. and 
a glorious Expedient. — An Honourable Gentleman faid, 

wc have no Allies. But whofe Fault is it, Sir?— Has 

not he himfclf been making Alliances for us all this Reign, 
and part of the lad ? And does he now tell us, that we 
have not one Ally in the World i It is at lealt honetl in che>^ 
Gentleman to let us know fo much. But iince this is ouf 
Cafe, let us make the beft of a bad Bargain : Let us maka 
Ufe of thofe Advanrages that Nature has put into oua 
Hands : Let us exert the Courage that our Wrongs havfl 
infpired us with : In (hort, let us tread in the Steps of for<^ 
iner Ages. Under Queen Elizabeth, Sir, wc neither had, 
nor did we fland in need of Allies. Tho' the Nation then 
lay under many DJfad vantages, which are now become Ad- 
vantages, Jhe, Sir, by her own Power, conquered this 
haughty Enemy, then flronger and haughtier; and fball 
we defpair as Men without Hope ? Let u^ not bring our* 
felves into Contempt, by approving this pernicious Treaty; 
Lee Qs for once change oui ineaking Condufl, and all will 
be well. 

* 1 (hall now, Sir, take up no more of your Time. 
There has already been fo many Arguments uDanfwerably 
urged againll this detlru^ive MeaJurc, that I cannot pre- 
tend to fay any thing that will add to their Weight, ex- 
cept giving my Negative a fecondTiine to this Addrefsf | 
which I heartily do. 
Mr. PeJhame. 

S I R, 

I am forry to obfervc that fome Gentlemen arc never] 
to be convinced or fatisfy'd. Jnllcad of coniining what 
they fay to the Subjeft of the Debate, they run out in a 
very indecent \fanner againlV thofe who have the Honour 
to Icivc his Mr>jc0y ; as if> for a Subjed to have the leafi 
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Share oi the Royal Countenance^ were a fufficlent Resfon 
tor Cenfure and Detra^ion. 1 be HonourabJe Geatleman 
ffho {pake Istt, did no(. with alJ his Parts* give one good 
Rdfun, at leall in my Opinion, why we Ihould di/approve, 
and much leis cenfure this Convention. He did nuc think 
fit to point out how we might have gotten a better Treaty 
without going to War : And if we thouM go to War, Hit, 
X ihould oe glad to know by what Means we could {upport 
Ibac War, if we were at prefeiu to enter into it. it is very 
caly to find Fault i but, . Sir, it is t6 no Purpofe to Bnd 
Fault, ontcfs at the (a^c Timie they point oat how we could 
have done better. War is called /or without Doors, it is 
called Jor within Doors; but Gentlemen don't confidcr how 
Jiulc yo(j can gain by War. They Ulk as if we were to 
gft the indies : Pray, Sir, if it was fo eafy, as they now 
a£rm it ii. to diitrcrv Spain, in the Indiee^ wby did we nqc 
do it daring the lall great War, when we had the Dutch 
Fleet toaffiit us i What Saccefj, Sir, had you in your Dcf- 
centj upon cheir Territories i U we had not, by great 
gpod Fortune, got Inielligence of theix Galleons being ar- 
rived in Port, and if they had not by thac Means hllea 
into our Hands, I don't think that all we did againll the 
Spaniards by Sea lall War, (if we except an Aftion i my 
Honourable Friend behind me was engaged in) worth 
mentioning. And even in thefe two fucceUful Rencounters 
the OfBccrs and Sailors were Gainers, but the PabUc was 
not. And cherefore. Sir, we may conclude, that Gentle- 
men call out for a War, bccaufe they don't know any other 
Method for finding Fault with this Convention ; by inlill- 
ing upon this , they in cfkH own that it was impoflible for 
ua in the Way of Negotiation to have obtained better Terms. 

I For I believe that even the Honourable Gentleman who 
fpoke tail will not pretend to fay, that if the Ministry 
Otmld have got better Terms in the Way of Negotiation. 
Ihnf would not have accepted of them. But, Sir, this Op- 
poation to a Meafurc ot the MlniHry ii no Surprize to 
pie. I heard this Convention blamed in many Companies 
before it appeared in Public, and by People who did noc 
know one fingle Syllable of what it contained. Therefore^ 
U I hear no new Arguments againlt it, I look upoawhac 
Jut been laid with lb much Vehemency, as the Effitt 
of Pafluui and Dilappointmcnt, rather than the Diftates 
of Rfaibn. 1 am cherefore for agreeing to. the Rclo- 
lutions. 
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» V^' ^' * I rife tip toanfwer for my Honourable Friend and ilie" 
Mr. Vitiaker- ^f^^.^ Gcmlemen, whom 1 Mtc the Honour to be acquaint- 
ed with, in regard to what has been &td by the Honoarable 
tScntteman who fpoke lalX. As to the Keafons offered 
wgainlt this Convenrion, Sir, they mtrtl ftand or fall by 
thetnfeWers. All that 1 (hall fay at prcfent is, that they 
8ic approved of by tvery Man of Senfc and Hondty with- 
t)Ot Doors. Bot wiih regard to the Motives of oppoffing 
'the Coriwntion, I take n cpon me to Jeclare in behalf of 
^y Friends that they are no^ perfonal. I dare fay, if 
there had been any one Thing in this Convention that could 
4iave btrcn approved of, the Honourable Gentlemen would 
liavc given it its due Weight. A* for myfcif, I am far from 
Richer cenfuring cr <nvyit*g any Gentkrman who has the 
Honour of cnjoyiflg the Royal Favour. T-hc Right Ho- 
tioun^ble GentliniMm, who, I believe, Ms the greatell Share 
in it, isa-Perfon whom Iknow^from my own Experience, 
Sir, I can fty it) t*^be is well qaalify'd for a firft MinHlcr 
■it any Man in thit Nation. He has in this Debate ac- 
liTuitted bimfelf With as much Ability es any GentlemOn 
that ever hi in this Hotife, who had fo ill a Caufc to de- 
fend, ever did. He has difcharged the important ^olls he 
has emjoyM with great Capacity i and his Temper nnd 
■ModerAtrcfl) is beyond DiVputclhe raoft extraordinary of any 
- Man I ever krew. In flwrt, Sir, his Charafter ni privstt 
Li<e is amiabTe evra in the Eyes of thofe who differ frotn 
him in I'libltc. Jt itiay be my Misfortune, that I differ 
with him on this, or any mher Occafion ; but. Sir, I doit 
nj»on fo flrongaConvifiion, that oor agreeing ro this Ad- 
drcfs will be the moft fatal Mcafurc this Houfe ever en- 
icr'd into, ihK if the Right ^i©nou^ab]e GentlcmaB ts 
ceiermined to carry it by a Majority, I ftiall never again ap- 
pear jn^this Honfc till I pcrcdve a Change of Mealorci/ 
Sir Robert Walpole. 
Si k, 

* I ftand op to cxprefs my Acknowledgments to the 
Honoanbie Gentleman who fpoke laft, ami am ready to 
^o his Charr.fter that Juflice which all the World do«i 
that he is a very Learned Lawyer, and ha^ as thorough sn 
"Undcrflanding of the Laws and Conftitution (rt this 
X^aantry as any Man in it. Bot, Sir, it is really furprizing, 
if I polfefs any Part of ihofc great Abiiitica and Quali- 
iinin'ons rttc Monoarablc GemtemiOT has been fo kind to 
sfcnbe to mc, whence it flioald happen, that for thefe ten 
Yeaif pait, in which ihatLcarncd Gemleoiaa and I have 
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Tat together In tt,iu IlAufe, I have h^d the Mi'rfoitimc toAoxwijCcO. 
differ with him io every firgle Point that has admittci of "■ *^?i^> 
ttie Icaft Deljate/ ^/^' V' 1 

Colonel Mordsunt. 

Sir, 
< I have upon niany OccaJioos obfervcJ^ (ha( by (he Art Colonel Mor- 
pF MinHltrs, or by the Art of thofc wiw would be Mi-*^"*^"'- 
nider-s a popular Cry has been ruiieJ, by which the giJtly 
Kfulcitudc have been Ie4. like Children in a I^ading-Urieg, 
and iodiiced to ^vour or join with thole who Cril railed the 
Clamour, tho' the £nd. they were driving at appealed to bo 
direAly cnntrary to the Cry they had riiC:d. Is a Ut% 
Reign, s, Clamour svas railed among the People, * Ti.aA 
* the Church was in Danger.' Tbis Cry was fiiA beg^ii^ 
l}y thoCc who tvere not. but had a ilro;^ Mind to be MU 
Dillers ; and it was ecchoed back by the People from all 
Corners of tho Kingdoni. Thofc wbu put the People iuio 
this general Fright goi their Aim They got ihcnilelves 
made Alinifters; and they endeavoured to tupport ihem- 
Mvcsin Power, by thfr^Dic Means by which they had got 
ie : During thar Adn>biiflraiion, the popular Qy continued 
to be» * TTie Church was io Danger;' and yet many arc 
miQakcn, if they were aot, during the whole Time of 
their Adminiilration* fecredy driving ac an End, whictk 
wauld liave brought the Church into real Danger.' 

* Upon the prefent Occafran I obferve, that the general 
,Crv raifcd among the People Ij, • Qur Trade is in DiiUgcr.' 
do not know, Sir, by whom tbU Cry has bees raifed ; hot 
am fure, it has not been raifed by our Minillers ; and if 
k has been raifcd by thofc who arc for iavolving the Naiion 
in War, it muft be allowed, that the End they are pqrl'uing 
» abfolutely inconfiUent wkh the Cry they have raifcd ; 
for War will certainly bring our Trade into real Danger. 
At prefent. I cannot think our Trade in any real Danger ; 
juid I have good Reafon for thinking fo i bccaufc in a De- 
bate of twelve Hours. I obferved thew was buc one ^Ic^ 
chant that fpoke agaioA tbia I'reaty ; and (low I obferv^ 
that one of our grcated Merchants, one whcv ought to have 
a» great a Concern for Trade as any M«ii>bcr of iKi« 
Houlc, i| fitting in a Place from whenc? h^ cannot fpeik f . 
Mr. Aldeunan VViUim.ot having taken his Seat in ijw 
Houfc, (aid» 
Sir, 

* My Rcafoo for not fpeaking upon this Qiiellion ^vas Mr. AlJennm" 
OOt, bcciufc I do tiot think our T»<Jc m Danger : Oo the Willimof 
K 1 contrary, 
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Tjkf\not zGco. contrary, I tlitnlc it will be abfolutcly facrififcd, if \V9 ap- 
It T Ti^-p. prove of tbii Contention ; but the Affair has been fo fuUyj 
%t^^^\tJ and fo well fpokc to by other Members, the faial Confc- 
<ji3cnce5 of ojr agreeing :o give a Sanflion to thU Preli- 
miuzry have been fet in fo clear a Right, and fo fittle fi^id 
in its Favour, that I thought there was no Neceffity for 
my giving you any Trouble upon this Occafiop. 

• Now f am called upon, Sir» I mufi obferve, that our 
Trade w at prefent, I think, in the moll imminent Danger. 
A juA and a well conduAed War can never bring our Trade 
into any Danger. But if we Ibcw that we dare not refcnt 
any Injury done lo our Trade; if w^ allow our Merchant^ 
to be plundered, and our Seamen murdered and tortured 
with Impunity, our Trade wiil not bnly be in Danger, bat 
lAuft be undone. To this I niuft add. Str, chat wich regard' 
to the Treaty now under our Confideration, the Honour o(, 
ihc Nation i) ax much concerned as its Trade i nnd there-. 
fore it Bftonifhes me to hear the Honourable Gentlcmaii! 
that fpoke lalt, or any Gentleman of his Chara£\er, making 
light of fach a Subjeil ; for if the Gentlemen of our Army 
ihould make themfclves merry with the Honour of theic 
Countrjr, or fliould join in facrllifing it, by giving a Parlia- 
mentary Sanflloh to an infamous Treaty of Peace, I am fure 
»hey would be at leaft as blameable, as thofc Merchants whq 
Ihould make a Joke of, or job in facri|{(ing its NavigatioQ 
and Commerce.' ^ 

Divlfion Ayr.,J^*^Qj*'?j.°'**«j"SP"t. the Rcfolutlons were agreed (o^ 
i44.N(»c5ii4.Upona Divifion. Ayes 244, Noes 214. ^ 

The QaclHon was then put upon the Addref* as drawq 
up, and Sir Willum Windham rpt>ke as foUowi. 
Sn, 
Sir William ' I do not rife up, after fo long a Debate, to give yoo 
"Windham, again my Sentiments apon the Convention, which we are 
now, it feems, to approve of ; but to evprcfi my great Cobt 
cern at what I have ften happen. In ail the Variety of 
Company I have kept, I have never heard a finglePerfen 
without Doori pretend'ro jutlify this Convention ; and whco 
the Sentimenf) of Particulars were fuch> I did not crpeA, 
when they were met together in a Body, to fee a Majority 
vote for it. This moft be owing to one of tbefe two 
Caufcs : Either Gentlemen were convinced by the Argu- 
ments made ufe of in (his Houfe for juftifying this Con* 
x'cntion, or th^re are other Methods of convincing beftdes 
Kesfon. I am not at Liberty to fuppofe it the latter, there- 
lore, I rauft fuppofe it t}je former. But this, Sir, Js to me 
.a very melancholy Confideration ; for the' I have attended 
with the mmoH Regard to all that has been laid upon thii 
Coovcntion, I have not heard tf\n^\t Argument in its Fa- 
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your ^lat has had the leaft Weight with me. This I Ann's iJCe«,' 

fay. Sir, is a rery melancholy Confideratlon to me, fince it *^- » '^8 

makes me conclude, that I have not common Senftf. becaufe 

I find I cannot be convinced by the Strength of coramoq 

Rcafon t and therefore I chink myfelf very unfic to du my 

paiy in this Houfc. While 1 fi[ heje. I am refolvcd never 

CO be dtre^led |>y any thing but (^cnfqn j and, as I mull 

now conclude, that I do not underdand I^eafpq when i 

hear it, I maft think myfelf incapable of dofng i^y Duty 

in this Houfc ; therefore I am refoived tq retire (q the 

Country, and there perform my Duty as far as I am at>le, 

by afling in Conformity to the Law>, and in QbedietifC tq 

ihe Government. 

* However, I muft beg Gentlemen to confider the Con- 
fequences of the Vote they are now going ro give. Thii 
Addrcfs 19 intended to convince Mankind, thai the Treaty 
row under our Confideratioo is a reafonable ^nd an ho' 
nourabjc Treaty for this Nation; but if a Majority of 28, 
infuchafutl Hpufe. fhpuld fail of that Succefsi if the 
f cpple (hould not implicitly refign their Reafon to a Vote 
of this Houre, what will be the Confequencc? Wjl] not 
the Parltamcnc lo(e its Authority ? Will it not be thoufrKt 
that, even in Parliament, we are governed by a Faction > 
And what (he Confequences of tht» may be, I leavi; to thofc 
Gemlcraen to confider, who are now to give their Vote fjr 
ibis Addrefs. For my own Part, I will trouble you no 
inore ; but, with thele my lall Words, * I fincerely pray to 

• Almighty God, who has fo often wonder/lilly protcflcd 

• thefe Kingdom?, that he will gracioufly gontinuc hi» 
f Proteflion over them, by preferving us from that im- 

• pending Danger which threatens the Nation from with- 

• out, and likewife from that impending Danger wbith 
f threaten our ConHitution from within.* 

Sir Roberj Walpole. 
1 Si x, 

• "The Meafures which the Gentleman who Ipoke laR, Sirp.otert 
and hii Friends, may poriue, give me no Uneafinefs. The Wit^joit. 
Friendi of the Nation and his MajeHy arc obliged to them 
for pulling off" the Mafque, by making this public Decla- 
ration. We can be upon our Guard, Sir, againd open Re- 
bellion, but *tis hard 10 guard againil fecrct Trcafon. The 
F»A)on I fpeak of, Sir, never fat in this !Ioufc, they ne- 
-Tfr joined in any public Meafore of the Government but 
with 8 View to diilrcfs it, and to fcrve a Popifli Intcrcit. 
Tltr Gentleman who is now the Mouth of this Ka^ion 
fnt looked upon as the Head of ihefe 'I'raiiofs, who sj 

1 yca.Ti ago contpired the Deftruftion of their Country, and 
A af fhc Royal family, to fee a Popilh Pretender upon the 
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TJirone., He was fcizcJ by the Vigilance of du; tlicn Go- 
vernment, and pardoned by i:s Gemencj' ; but alJ the V(c _ 
he has ungratefully made of that Clemency has been to ■ 
ijualHy himfcif according to Law, that he and his Party ™ 
m%y, roiue cimc or othcfj have an Oppoj'tunity to overthrow 
all Law. 

* fam only afraid, Sir^ that they will not be fo good aj 
their Word, and [bat tbey will return to Parliament ; for I 
lemcniber that, in the Cife of a favourite Prelate who 
was impeached of Tieafon. the fame Gentleman and his 
FaAion made the fame Rcfolutioo. They then went off 
]ike Traitors as they were^ Sir ; but their Retreat had not 
the detcAnbtc EffcA they expc^ed and wifhed, and tberC' 
/ore they returned, Evcr/ince, Sir, they have perfevercd 
in the fame treafonable Intention of ferving that Intcrcll by 
dilirelCng the Government. But I hope their Behaviour 
will unite all the true Friends of the prefent happy KlU- 
blifhment of the Crown in his Majefty'a Perfon and FamiJy 
more 6rmly than ever ; and that the Gentlemen who. with 
good Intentions, have been deluded into the like Meafuref, 
wilt awake from their Dctitfion, fince the Trumpet of Ke- 
billion is now in a manner founded.' 

The Evciit of this Debate having prodaccd the jne? 
morablc Seccilion, by which feveral eminent Members of 
the Miiiority abfented from the Seivice of the Houfe ; th© 
Queilions of Tmponance that pailcd afterwards in that 
Seflionj pafTed rattier by a Diviiion than a Debate. Sat a« 
« great many Bills of great Confcquence to the Trade of 
the Narion were brought in during the remaining Part oif^ 
the SelKon, we fhould be unpardonable if we did not lay fl 
before our Readers the principal Part of the Proceedings of ~ 
ihofc Gentlemen who remained with the Houfe.* 

Marci 13. The Houfe received a Petition of the 
Traders in the Woolen Manofiiiflure, viz. Clothiers, Seree- 
niEikers, Combers, Weaver;, and other Inhabitants witnia 
the Town, of Afhburton, in the County of Devon, in be- 
half of thcmfelves, and all others concerned to the faid 
Woolen Manufaflures throughout Great Britain, complaiitr 
ing of the Decay of the Woolen Manufaftury, and pray- 
ing fucb Relief as to the Houfe fhould fecm to meet. 

The laid Petition was refierred to a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, as were the fcveral Petitions upon the fame 
Subjefl that had been prefented that SelEoo, and which 
were ordered to lie upon the I'able. ^ 

March t6. The Houfc having refo]ved iifelf into s<H 
Committee upon the fsid Afiair, they came to (he following 
RefoiutioiiS, viz. 
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ThAl it U ihc Opinion of thii CommiiKc, 1. That 
the kvt-ral and rerpe^ive Duties payable by feveral Afls of 
Parliament now ia Beirg uptAi Bay Yarn and Woolen Vat-n 
imporied into this Kingdom Irom Ireland, fhall (roni, and 
aher the firft of May i740,ctnrc, determine, and be no Ion- 
ger paid. 2. Thai the Provifions made by an A^ of the 
^ih asd loth of King William tKc Third, entitled, An 
Ad for the Explanation and better Execurion of former 
A€ii made againlt Traofportatlon of Wool, FuUcn Earth, 
and ScouringCIay, to prtn*ent the clandellinc Running of 
Wool from the bca CoaOs of Kent and Suflcx, by entering 
and rcgiftering the tsme, be extended round the Sea Coalls 
of Ureat Bircain and Ireland, with Additions to render the 
iame more cfflr^ral. 3. That the Liberty of exporting 
Wool and Woolen Yam from Ireland to England be ex- 
tended to the Ports of Limevick, Gatway, and Dundalk. in 
the Kingdom of Ireland. 4. That no Wool or Woolen 
Yarn {halt be brought from Ireland into thta Kingdom, but 
in regiflered Ship5. ^. That £irther Provifion be made 
for preventing the fraudulent Exportation of Wool from 
Great Britain or Irelrnd, under Pretence of being fully ma. 
nuhflurcd. 6. That no Woo), Wool fells. Mortlings, 
Shorilings, Wool-lfecks, Worlled Bay, or Woolen Yarn in 
Oreat Britain or Ireland, Ihall be packed up in any Box. 
Barrel, Caflc, Care, ChcH, or any other Package, but in 
Xeather, or Canvas, commonly called Pack-Cloih, Jind 
properly marked. 7. That fome farther Provifion be 
made to prevent the Exportation of Wool from Great 
Britain, and of Wool and Woolen Manafaftares from the 
Kingdom of Irclan.l to foieign Parti, by giving fuflicient 
Power for the taking anJ t'cizing of Ship-, \'cllcls and 
Boats, having on board fuch Wool or Woolen Manu^flures. 
9. That no Woolfells, Mortlings, Shortlings, Combed 
WooI,Yarn,Worlled,Cruels,orWool,flightly manufaflurcd, 
fhall be carried in any Ships, Vcffcl, or Boat, Coallwifc, 
or from one Port to another, unleG Notice be firA given to 
Ac CommifKoncrj, or chief Managers of the Cuftoms, or 
CO the CiMlomer. Cotleflor, or cb:ef 06kei of the Port to 
whkh it ii tnteniledtobe lent. 

Thefc Refoiutions being reported to the Houfc, were 
■11 agreed to without Anicndniciit, excepting the Third, 
which was amet.dci by adding the Ports of Newry, Wex- 
ford, WickloA, ^u bligo, to the three Pores therein men- 
tioned. 

" Ordcredj 1 hat Leave fliould be given to bring in s Bill 
parloant to the n id Rclblatioos, and chat Mr. Secretary at 
War, Mi. Waipoie, Mr. ChanccJior of the Exchequer, 

Colonel 
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Anneal 2 Geo. Colooel BUdtn, Sir Jghn Barn»rd, Mr. ftirTe, Mr. ThoiS- 
U, S7if> fon of Vorlc, Nlr. GJinville, Mr. Vcre, and Mr. LindJay 
V-Z^'V'V-y do prepare and bring in the fime. 

Petition from ^/'''^ 3* ^ Petition of the Mayor. Aldermeo, Common 
the Luy or Council* Citizem, and principa.1 Inhabitants of the C>t/ of 
>->:Dn 'cUtirg Exon» was preicntcd to the fioufe and read ; in which the 
'" .. j>gjj(|^|,gp, highly approved of the before<a)ci)tioned Re- 
lolutiDDs, and luboiiitcd to the Cohfidersiion of the Houfc, 
that the Woolen Manufacture in that City, and Parts adja. 
cent, had for many Years laboured andcr great Difcourage- 
incnts and Difadvantagcs for want of having an Oppor- 
tunity of importing Wool and Woolen Yarn trom Ireland 
into chat Port, and having the Duty of Fourpence per 
Stone» payable on all Wool exported £rom Ireland taken 
dI! i lot that the Petitioners were by that Means not only 
put 10 the extraordinary Charge of a X>and- Carriage for fony^ 
Miles i but alfo that the Irifh, as the Petitioners apprehend* V 
cd» were bid under a kind of NeceiEcy of finding a Market 
for their Wool in foreign Paru, fince they were deprived of 
the Liberty to make the belt Price of their Wool in all thq 
Suutliern and Eallcrn Farts of England, where it was moft 
wanted, and moil; likely to be purcbafcd and wrought upi 
That iince the Houfe had been pleafed, by one of its Relo- 
lutions, to extend the Liberty of exporting Wool and 
Woolen Yarn to England in regiftcr'd Ships to feveral Port^ 
of IreUnd, [which RefoUtion the Petitioners apprehettd 
would highly tend to the general promoting the Woolei 
AJaoufiid^ures of this Kingdom, it was botli reafonable anlj 
Dccejliry, in order to render the Attainment df this ro 
deferable End more cfTeClua! , that the Importation of Woo: 
into England might not be confined to a few Forts on the 
North Side of this Kingdom, where very little Woo! was 
made ufe of, but thnc the other more confLderable Trading 
Potts on the Saath and Eallcrn Side* of this Kingdom raighi 
alfo have the Benefit of Wool and Woolen Yarn from Ire- 
land in regiiler'd Ships extended to them, and particular!/ 
(he Port of Exeter, fo ihac the whole Kingdom might be- 
come a proper Market for the fame, and cfpccially that Citjr 
Where it was of fuch general Ufe. 

Jfril 1 8. A Petition of the Merchants and others of 
the Fort of I^ncaller was prefented to the Houfe and read, 
reprefenting, that the Fort of LancaJter wa^: very advaa- 
ugcoufly fituated for the fsiportation of Irifh Wool and 
Bay Yarn, being uii the North and Wefl Coaft of ibis 
Kingdom, and nighell to the Towns of Leeds, Hali&x.and 
Wakefield, the molt confidcfable Places fgr the Woolen 
Manutadlurc ;ei the N'^rthcrn Pa:ti of thii King<}omj aad 
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that the Wool produced in that an^ the other >rorthern AmoiiGco. 
Counties of dii^ Kingdom wjs very conic. anJ thsc Jriflj . **:_* '3* 
Woo!, being gcneraJly ol' a finer Sort, would be very pro- 
per to mix thercwttJi. and would greatly lend to improve 
the faid Manufadure; uid therefore praying that the Liberty 
of itnporring Irilh Wool and Bay Yarn might be extended to 
thit Pl&ce, 

Thcfe were the motl material Petitions prcfenied in fa- Petition of] 
Vour of the Bill, but Jpri/ the i2th there had been a Pe- thv Inhnlii- 
tition preientcd to the Houfe and read, of the principal I'*''^ "'.'"^'''a^' 
inhabit^t* of the Borough of Minebead in Somerlet, thcWwlBill' 
in btih^lf of themfelvcs and many others, Traders con. 
ceracd in the Woolen Manafridures ; alkdging, that the 
ukin^offihc Duty from Inlh Varn would, as the Pcticionen 
conceived, encourage the Irifli to enlarge that Brancn of 
Manufiflure and Exportation thereof^ wjiich was already 
become very confidcrablc; and thereby deprive Multitudes of 
the Poor in that Borough, and other Placei of the King- 
dom, efpectally Combers and Spinners, of their Labour; &.e 
Confcquencc of which might increa!c Parilh Ch;iigcfi, and 
bring a further Load on Land;, and alfo depreciate the 
l^rice of our own Wool ,- and would no'j as the Petitiooers 
Fvoocelved. conduce to the Prefervation of Wool, when, as 
c French and others for tne Support of their Woolen 
'anuf^flurcs might give an advanced Price, forac would ba 
ken with the Temptation of that Gain, and therefore, 
lor the Good of the general, (tho* fomc particuUr Ptaccs 
might defire it) the Advanuge of the Revenue, the ftm- 
ploymeniof thePoor, praying, that the Duty thereon mi^ht 
continue, and alfo praying, that no more Ports might be 
opened, 

Jf'u rg. The Bill was prefented to the Koufc by Co- xbc Bill pre* 
loncl BUdcn, read a firlt Time, ordered to be read a fccond l^nit.l to the 
Time, and to be printed. In the mean time, a Petition H^ii*^- 
of the federal Pertons, whole Nam^*i vvcrc ihereunlo Tub' 
bribed, and feveral others concerned in the 'mportiitioo uf 
Pcll* and Wool from Ireland, to the Port oi Chciier, was 
prefented to the Houfe and read, reprefcnling. 

That a Duly is paid both in Ireland and England on all PetU-nn frt tr. 
[Pelts imported into Gtcat Britain, whicli cccalioas the Pee- CU-.tUTii|»n 
<le of Ireland often to pull the Wool there, and afterwards tkcWcA liJil- 
^ Ircfs the Skins, and make Gloves thereof, which Gloves 
'»nd Wool ate ireqocntiy run, to the great Prtjudjcc of the 
tiir Trader; and that the Pciitioners conceive, that if the 
Duty on Pelts was taken off in England ar.d Ireland, it 
'would ttteilwUy prevent the pulling the Wool off the Pek« 
ia Ireland, «r.d be a very ^reat Ea4.ou:agemcnc for them to 
' Vot. \l. L iKi[!Cirv 



( 74) 

Annoiz.Gco. hnport the fame into England ; and (hat the Petitioners Jo 
n. T7jp. believe, if the faid Duties were taken off, it would not be 

L/V^p-* any way prejudicial to the Revenue of Great Briuin, hut 
1^ rather an Incresfe cf it by the Docies paid for Jweaiher^ 

^ft and for the Salt madeufe of in the curing the fame, whicU 

^^^K !n this Cafe wouM be much larger, by rcafun of the greater 

^^^^L^ Importation of Pelts ; and that the greatelt Part of Yarn 

^^^^^^L imported into EogUnd from Ireland is landed at Brillol. 

^^^^^H and the principal Part of raw Wool from the fame King- 
^^^^^^H dom is imported into Cheiter and Liverpool, and manu- 
^^^^^H ^flurcd in the Counties of York and Lancaller, to thC 

^^^^^H great Support of the Poor of thole Counties i and that the 

^^^^^^H Fctitiooers are much nfraid, if any Port be opened beyond 
^^^^^^V the Land's End, for the Importation of Wool from Ireland 
^^^^^^V to England, the iame will not only give a greater Oppori 

^BL tunlty to run ihe Wool into France, bat be the Ruin 

^■\ the poor Manufa£lurers of the faid Counties of York an' 

^B Larcaltcr i and therefore praying for fuch Rcliefi as the 

■ Noufe fhall think fit. 

^P 'the Bin read ^^y '°' '^^^ ^^" being read a fecond Time, a PetitioQ 
^^ a fcrond of the Pcrfons whole Names were thereunto fubfcribed, in 

Time. behalf of thcmfelvcs, and the reli of the Gentlemen, Gra- 

k tiers and Farmers of the Divifion of Lindfey. in theCoun 

of Lincoln, was p refented to the Houfe and read, repri 
I fcnting. 

f That within the Memory of moft of the Petitioners, 

elition from p^j^^ (,f y^'^.^^ i^ f^]^^^^ ^ear one Half, wiicreby the 

naiits, who pay the lame Rents as when the Wool w; 
dearcft, or greater, arc difabled from holding their Fa: 
without proportionable V^bateuvent of Rent, or to difchai 
the great Arrears that are owing to their Landlords; a 
that by imporiing Wool from Irtlnnd, the Price of En^ 
liih Wool mull net only be reduced flilt loner, but great 
Part thereof will not be faleable at all, the Growth oi that 
Commodity being already too great for the Market; and 
that the Petitioners do not conceive how the taking off t 
Duties from Irilh Yarn, and iocrcafing the N umber of Port) 
as intended by the Bill now before the Boufe, can bs 
Means of preventing (he Exportation of Irifh Wool or 
Woolen Manufi-dures to foreign Parts, or why as cffcAual 
Methods may noi be taken to prevent fuch Exportation 
while thofe Duties continue, and the Ports which give Op- 
portunities of exporting are fewer ; but that the Petitioners 
apprehend, that a:- the taking off thofc Duties will lower t'^ 
price of Wool in England, lo it will advance the Value 
iVeol in irelandf and confcquenily bring the irilhand En; 
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Uik £j*nd& CO an Equality t cho' (he Rent now paid for one is 
doable ttie Rent paid for the other i and whjill it invites the 
fciih Tenants to turn their Lands id the keeping of Sheep, 
ich wiil dii'courage the Linnen Manufduurc there, ie 
Iwill oblige the Teoznu in England, in order to ntake their 
Rcots by Com, w ich they wiU not be able to make by 
j^Voo\ to plough up their Sheepwalks and Pafturei, and 
tlierrby ruin tii« Farmers here ; and that the Price of the 
Vool t:lelf is fo confiderable in all ManuFa^ures, that the 
seducing it will undo the Grower, without any Benefit to 
the MiinufiiAarer, or even bringing it cheaper to Market, 
%* th« Ti.ide is now managed^ it being well known that 
Woolen Goods ftti as dear now as when Wool was double 
the Price, cho' all NccclTarics of Life arc much lower 
now than they were at (hat Time, and the Manufadlurr 
T*tfa«r worfe than better i and that, if the Petitioners for 
the Bill may themfelves be believed, now that the Wool is 
the chc3pc(l, the Trade is in the utmolt Decay j whicii 
§uew*, that at the Greatnefi of the Price of Wool has not 
beoi the Grievance, fo neither will a Reduflion of it be 
c Runedy ; and that the Petiiioners apprehend it would 
laioly appear, had they Time to make a proper Appli- 
ioD to (he Houfe, [hat if the Bill now befjre the Houfc 
mid pal's into a Law, it will bring down the Ri^nts of alt' 
;ngli(h Lands, or llarve the Ten^nis. and fuch of the 
oor as live by Spinning, [whoTc Wages fince the Impor- 
:ion of Irilli Yarn are already leflbned one third Part) 
will be an Advantage only to a few Matter- Workmen, 
lerchantSt and FaAors, who under the Pretence of a public 
Good feek only to amafs to themfelvcs great Clbtcs by 
oppreiEng the Body of the People, whofc Labours arc the 
Foandation of the IVade itfelf, and the Support of the 
Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom j but thai the Peti- 
tioners hope the Hoafe will find Means for fatisfying the 
joionable Defires of theone, without ruining the other, and 
encouraging the Woolen Trade in general, by allow- 
ig all who contribute thereto, from the Grower to the £X' 
lorter, a reafooable Sfaaie of the Pi^)hc that is to be made 
|ihcrcby. 

The Houfe then refolved itfelf into a Committee upon 
^ifcc Uid Bill, in which having fully confidered the Alle- 
ions of the faid Petitions they paScd the Bill, which 
ikowile pxiTod the other Houfe ivtthout any Anendments, 
•Ad rcceivpdube Royal AlTent- 
^K Having thus regularly lUted the Progre<s of this Bill. Sit^r Bill, 
^nvhicb Wi4 of fo great Confcfjuence to our Trade, we 
^■DiaU go on to another of equal Importance which palTed 
■ L z this 

^^^ Mm II J- - . ^.^^..^ ^ 
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Annorx.Gco tbii SeffioD, and obferve the fame Method ai io the fsf' 
" >7is- mer. 

^-''''^'^''"V^ March 14. A Petition of the Merchants, Planters, and 

the pTantcTs" *'^*^"*' t"*i'"g ^^ *"** intcreflcd in his Majdly's Sugar Co- 
lAtc in AmJ- Ionics in America, wjs prefcnted to the Houfe, and read ; 

ricL fetting forth the Imporunce Co cbii Kingdom of the bid 

Colonics and the I'rade thereof; and reprcfcnttng the pre* 
fcnt fiourifhing Condition of the French Sugiir Settlementj, 
and the prcfenE low Condition of the Bntifh Colonics; 
and atcrihuting this forprifing Alierationt amcngft others, to 
the (ollowing Caufes, viz. to the very Duties both at 
Home and in the Plantations on our Englilh Sugars, com- 
pelled with thofe laid on the French; to the Supplies of 
Frovifions and other Ncct;ffarics the French have from It 
land and North America, without which they could n 
fubfilt ; and to the ReHraints the firitiOi Colonics are ander, 
as the Laws now (land, from fending any Sugars, Coffee 
Cocoa, Indigo, and Ginger, co foreign Markets, before the/i 
are firll landed in Great Britain, by which Means they a: 
liable to the great Charge, Rifque, and Delay attending 
double Voyage; and reprefcnting, that the Liberty of 
direft Exportation of the Products of our Sugar Ifi.mda i 
the feveral foreign Puits in Europe is the only Means le; 
to iTgain the foreign Sugar Trade i and exprciHng th 
Hope of the Petitioners, thnt the great Atlvant;igt; the Trad' 
• and Navigation cf Great Britain, as well as the Province 
South C:irolim, have received by a Liberty of the fame N 
tilre with regard to Rice, will be a farther Inducement 
this Houfc to grant (his Liberty to our Sugar Plantations 
and further reprL-fcnting, that another great Difadvantage 
the Britilh Sugar Settlements arifes from the Duties payabli 
00 Cocoa, Co{l^i:e. Ginger, »nd Rum imported into Greai 
Britain from the Britilh Colonies, and the Prohibition ii 
fell Rum in Icfs Quintittes than two Gallons; and fcttrng 
forth, that as the Petitioners have with greac Deference fub- 
mititd to the apparent Diladvantages they labour under bjq 
the Aft ag-iinll rcuiling Ipirituous Liquors in Icfs Quantities 
than two Gallons, without picfuming to afk any Aherati 
in the fame, they are encouraged co hope, that the Dui 
and Excife on Hum fhall be IciTcned ; and rcprcfcnting 
further great Difcouragentcnt the Britilh Sugar Coloni 
labour under fom the Importation of French Sugars, Hum, 
anJ Molaflcs, into Great Britain, and our Northern Colo- 
nies in America, without paying any more Duty than 
they h»d been of Britilh Produce, the prcfent Laws for 
ventiDg the fame being moll notoriaully evaded, and by 
Means lu^cicnt to remcd^r this Evil; and therefore rep 
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Bdng It xs a Mitter abfolutely neccflkry for fopporting the Anno b sGca. 
^ugar Colonics of this Kingdom, that the Laws already 1'- ')79- 
Bade for laying Duties on foreign Sugar, Rum and Mo- V/V^^ 
ailes, imported into Great Britain and America, may re- 
ceive fuch AJterations and Additions, as may be fuflicicnt 
effe£lually to prevent alt fiich clandcltinc Commerce for the 
liunrei and farther rcprefcniing, that the Trade in Indigo, 
"vhkh our Brit>(h Coloniei formerly fupplied us with for 
iome and Foreign Confiimption, is now wholly gained from 
m by the French, from whom we are under a Necellity of 
buying almoft all the Indigo we ule; the Lofs of which 
' Trade was entirely owing to the high Duties laid on thi» 
Commodity in Great Britain; and that there is too much Rca. 
ion to fear the like ill Coiifequences may attend the prefent 
'Tiigh Duties on our Sugar, Cocoa, Coffee, and Ginger ; and 
hat the NecelTity we arc under for Indigo is fo great, that 
when the Trade for that Commodity was in our own Hands, 
It was fubjedled to a greater Duty than it could bear, yet 
' bac now it is entirely in the Hands of Foreigners, the Lc- 
gidature has thought fit, as an Encouragement to the Im^ 
ortation of it, to exempt it from paying any Duly at all ; 
ad that the Sum this Nation pays yearly to France for In- 
digo does not amount to Icfs (as the Peiicioners believe) than 
150000 /. and therefore fubmitiing to the Confideration of 
the Houfc, whether it would not be of great Benefit to tbc 
"Public that lome proper Encouragement Ihould bf given ta 
the planting of Indigo, fo as thereby to be cmblcd to re- 
cover that Trade, and that fuch a ReduAion be made in the 
}uty and Excifc on the other Wed India Commodities, aa 
ay preferve and promote our Trade therein; and there- 
l-fore praying the Houfe to provide fuch ample and efledaal 
] Remedies as the Houfe fhall judge proper. 

This Petition was referred to the Confidcration of a {Referred to 1 
ICotnmitceeof the whole Houfe, which, on the 22d, refolved Committee oT 
ricfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe to confidcr ot y^J*"^* 
che fame. March the azd, the Houfc came to the following '"^'"^ ■ 

Refolutions, via. " 

ihe Bnum Sugar Colonies m America, to improve and ex- ^iut Com- 
I tend their Settlements there, it was necelTary they fhould be mlttcc. 
I permitted, for a limited Time, to carry Sognrs of Britilh 
iGrowth from the faid Colonies direAly to fojeigo Parts, 

wder proper Refiriflions. 

il. Tlutt fooie more cffe^ual ProvtCons fhould be made, 

for fccurrrg the Duties laid upon the Import-iiion of foreign 

Sugati. Rum, and MolafTes into Gicat Britain, and his Ma- 
I jrflv't PlanuiLions in America, 
* In 
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A»mt>.Q>o. In Pjrluaiice of the firft of thefe R&ToIuHoni. a Bill wad 
U- >7)9- brought in on the i.iii of April; and in Pursuance of tha 
X.yV^'V*' 1^ anochcr Bill was brought in on (he zd of May, botli 
which were pailed into Laws ; but the firit met with gteal' 
Oppofitfon, 
P«Won from Wj^rj/j, A Petition of the Society of Merchant Adven* 
*he Merchant* turerfi of the City of Brillol, under chcir common SeaJ, was 
«»nft the p^efcnted to the Houfe, and read ; repreientiog, that (hodlA 
, Biit a Law pafs, giving Liberty to the Piantors jnd otbcra iiw 

ttrcUed in the Bruifh Sugar Colonies in Afneiica, to carry 
their Sugars and other Produfl to foreign Markets, withouc 
Ifinding the fame in Great Britain, ic would be of the u&> 
molt ill Confcqucnce to the Petitioners and others his Ms* 
jelly's trading Subjcds in Great Britain, and a great Di 
Itru^lioQ.of Trade and Navigation t and therefore prayin 
to be heard by themrelvc»and Counfel againft the Bill. 

Jprilxz. A Petition of the Mayor, Aldcrmco, an< 
Merchants, of tha Corporfttion of Liverpool, trading ti 
the Britifli Colonies in America* was pretented and read 
fcuing forth, that the faid Bill, if it fliuutd paft into a Law, 
fVould necellarily decreafe the Exportation of the Frodui 
and Manufa^uros of all Sorts of Goodg from Great Britain; 
a43d that it would be greatly prejudicial to the Pctiuoner 
JB particular, as well as to the Trade and Navigation of thi 
K.ingdomin general ; and therefore prayingto be heard b; 
their Counfel againft ic. 

Jpril 19, A Petition of feveral Merchants and other*] 
of the City of London was prefentcd and read i fettini 
ferth as follows, vix. thotbyan A£) made in the tzth V 
of the Reign a( King Charlet IL entitled, * An Aft fo: 
* encouraging and increafing Shipping and Navigation, 
and fcvcral lublequent AAs of Parliament, the Trade oif 
the firitifh ColoQici in America was reilrained imirely'to 
Great Britain, and under thefe Laws the BritiOi Sugar Plaa- 
tfttions hai'e been greatly iocreafed and improved ; andi 
that the Petitioners concciveJ^ (hould the Bill now depeofl>4^ 
ing in the Houfe for granting Liberty to carry Sugars o(^| 
the Growth, Produce ot Mauufaflcrc of any of his Ma- " 
je0y'& Sugar Colonies in America from the iaid Colonic* 
direfl'y to foreign Parts, pafs into a Law, it will render tho 
Trade of thole Colonies Iris beneficial tothii Kingdom* at 
ic.wil) turn Part of that Commerce intoa new Channel, n> 
the great Advantage of Foreigners, but to the great Pre* 
JDdice of the Trade and Navigation ot Great BnEaia; and 
tbat tho Petiiioners alio conceive, that the palling this Biit ^ 
will enable the Planters of the BritiOi Sugar Colonies iii^| 
AniCfica, by large Exporutiont.of Sugsrs dif^Iyto Hollani^ 
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tnd otiier Countries, to make fuchCouDtnts a Mart fur their AnnoizOnr 

Sflgar», aod bring Grcac Britain in a Manner dependent ^- *7i?' 

pon them for that Branch of Trade, by putting it in their 0<''*VVi^ 

'owcr to advance the Prices of Sugars in this Kirgt*oin, 

henever tliey may rhink fit, ai the Kxpence of the whole 

People of Great Britain, and to Che Ruin of the Manu- 

Uitary of refined Sugars, which has fo vallly increafed in 

the Courfeof lome Years pall in this Kingdom ; and will, 

behdes. give the Pkoters an Opportunliy of fupplyirg 

theniiclvcs in fuch foreign Countries with many Conveni. 

incies of Life, and the Rcqoifiies for planting, to the great 

lecreaiic of the Woolen, Linnen, and other the Manu- 

;ure9 of Great Britain and Ireland ; anJ that the Petf- 

ioners likewife conceive, that all Peifons concerned in the 

aking Sail-cloth, Cordage, and all other the Materials 

r Shipping, as \vcll as in the repairing, viftualling, an4 

ling out Ships in Great Britiiti, mud neceflarily lolc great 

'art of cheir Trade and Bofinefs j and that the Seamen oa 

all Ships, purfuing foch direft Voyages from tht 

rittfli Colonto to foreign Countries, will fpend theii- 

/ages in fuch Ccontrie*, where they onload the Sugars, tft 

ihc great Prejudice of their Families, and the great Lofsof 

" is Kingdom j and therefore praying, chat the Houfc wilj 

• pleafed to take the Premifles into Confide rat ion, and givt 

!liem Leave to be heard by their Coutifel agatnll the faliS 

"ill. 

jij^'/iS. A Petition of the Sugar Refiners io the City Of the Sagir 
if London and Pana adjacent was prcfenicd and read, re^ Lo^" "* 
f refeniing as follows, viz. that the Petitioners couftaotly 

f'lve Employment to a great Number of Trades, fuch as 
hckfmiths, Copperlmiths, Plumbers, Back-makers, Brick* 
Isjcfs, Carpenters, Potters, Coopers, Tallow-Chandlers. 
^^St-uienen, and others, beftdes a great Number ol meolal 
^Kfiemoti, who depend, for their Subfincnce, on this Maua- 
^Bfa^ure; and likcwife confume very large Quintiiies of 
^M Coali, which pay a very coniiderabie Duty to the Public, aa 
^■wetl a$ greatly increafe the Navigation of this Kingdom ; 
^fand that for three Years laft pad, the whole Produce of th& 
^* Sugar Plantations have been taken off the Hands of the 
Proprieiora at very high Prices; and hid the Importation 
of Sugars been much larger, they had not wanted Fur- 
ckafcrs i for (notwithilaoding the Importation of Sugars to 

tibe Port of London the Utl Vcnr amounted to upwirdt of 
fijcty tbooCind Hogflieads, being, upon a Medium, theufuzl 
Qtuniity annually imported for feme Years pall) niiifly Su- 
£&r-hDuiei are now uncmploy'd, for wnnt of a lulliciec: 
bupply of Sugar ac Market * and that, IhouJd the Bill nonr 
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depending id thh Hoale, lor grsating a Liberty to cari^ 
Siigurs of the Growth, Pruduce, or Klanufaflurc, of any 
of hia Majeiiy's Sugar Colonics in America from the did 
Colonies dircflly to foreijga Part5, in Ships builc in Creai 
Britain, and navigated according to I<aw, pafs into a Law, 
the Quantity of Sugars imported into Great Britain will ne- 
ceHarily be much lelis, and confequcntly the Price of Sugars 
will be higher, at the Expence of the Confumers, and to the 
Dccrcafe of the public Revenue ; and as the Prices of re- 
fined Sugar wiJI advance, in proportion totlie Price of Mu(-f 
dvados, it will occafion not only lefa Confumpiion of thisV 
Commodity, as well as of feveral oiher Commodicies which 
pay Duties to the Crown* but will prevent tike Exporutioa 
of any refined Sugars to foreign Countries, to the great Loft 
of the Nation and of the Petitioners, and all others con- 
cerned in the manufaduring of Sugars in tbii Kingdom, by 
enabling Holland and Hamburgh, which are already fup-^ 
plied with Mufcavado Sugar cheaper than Great Britain, tofl 
be fupplied ftill cheaper, and to fupply every other Country^ 
in Europe, much cheaper than Great Britain will be able to 
do, with the Manufaflury of fcfined Sugars i and thai by thi 
Liberty aficcd, the Difference of Price between the Marke 
of Holland and Hamburgh, and the Market of Great Bri 
tain, will be fo great, as that it will probably be a 'J'cm 
UtioQ to the Running oi manufafluicd Sugars into th 
Kingdom, to the farther great Lofs of the Pciilioners ' 
particular, as well as the Nation in general ; and iherefori 
praying tlic Houfe to take chc Prcmifli-s into Confideratioi 
and that the Bill may not pafs into a Law. 

Beiidcs thefe, there were Petitions of the fame Natni 
withthat from Brilloland Liverpool, picfenied iu the Name 
of the Merchants and others of the City of Cheftcr ; in thCj 
Name of the Merchants of the Port of Lancailcr, and other»: 
and in chc Name of the Merchants and others of the Towi 
"Whitehaven. 

Jpril^Q. The Bill was read a fccond Time, when ihi 
Petition of the Merchants and others of London, and thi 
Petition of the Society of Merchant-Adventurers in Briftoi 
were read, and the Petitioners heard by their Counlef. 

May 23. It was read a third Time and palTcd, and feni 
np to the Houfe of Lords, where fome Amendments we 
made, which were agreed to by the Commons, and chi 
Bill received the Royal Aflcniat the End of the Sellion . 

May 3. A Mcflagefrom his Majelly, figned by his Hani 
was prcfented to the Houfe, which being read from t' 
Chair Wfta as follov^ ; 
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1 S Majeftv being rcrtrafntd by the Liwi now in !'■ f\v 
_ _ Being, from making Provifions for liis younger 
Children out of the Hereditary Revenues of the Crown^ 
in fucli miinner as his Royal Predecellbrs have ulually 
[** done; and being dcfirous that competent Provilioni 
I'* Iboufd be made for the Honourable Support and \Uin- 
I" itnancc of his dearly beloved Son the Duke of Lumber- 
land ; and of Lis dearly beloved D^iughters the four 
younger Prlnccfies; his Majelly hopes that he ftialj be 
I'* enabled by A£l of Parliameot, to grant an Annuity of 
15000/. per Annum, to the Duke of Cumberland and 
hit IfTue, and an Annuity of 24000 /. per Annum to the 
I'*' four PrincelTe!, (o take Effe£t after hit Demile, and re- 
I'* commends the Confideration thereof to this Houle." 
Sir Robert Walpole. 

S I R, 

• The MefTagc that has been read will, I dare fay, meet Rir Hnbert 
Iwith no Obftniition in this Houfe. It is with Plcafure, ^ir, Wi i>ol«. 
jliai every good Subjcd^ fees (he Royal Line fa Hrong as to 
liorure a long Duration of Plappinefs to thefe Kingdotns, in 
fth* Pcrfons of his Majelly*s Dcfccndants ; and the Attach- 
ment of his Roy^l Houfe to the J,ibert<es of this Nation, 
givc us ail Rcafon to hope that fucceediog Princes u-itl 
in the Paths of his prefent Majcily, who has httn 
itherto fo careful of all his Subjcfls Rights^ and To 
aichful over iheir Prefervation. 

Sir, His Majcfly has been fo tender of afking for any 
King on account rif his own Family, that they are now, in 
of his Demife, in a more precarious Sicuaticri ihm 
Children of any Gentleman of Fortune in England. 
In fuch an Event, Sir, which Heaven avert, no Gentleman 
in# from the Hiflory of our Contlitotion, tike upon him to 
ky in what Manner they have a Right to be provided for. 
1 believe a future Parliament would rcRtO. with Gratitude 
epon the BIcinngAof his prefent Majelly's Keign, and make 
a fuiiabic l*rovi^on for his Royal Progeny; but I imagine 
no Gentleman in this Houfe would chufc to leave the Pro* 
vifion of hi) younger Children upon a precirious Footing. 
Parliaments like other Bodies are changeable: And it would 
be nn unpardonable Negled in his Majefly as a Father. 
flM}uld he leave fo numerous an IfTuc to the Uncertainty of 
a parliamentary Provifton to be made after his Dcmife. 

• The only other Method, by which his Majefty's younger 

Children tn fuch a Cafe could be provided for, is by the 

Prince upon the Throne. But, Sir, tho* I have, and 1 be- 

icYC every Geniknun has, the greaieil Opinion nf the 
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Anno 1 3 Gen- VlfMW of the Royal Pcrfon, wiio is the Heir of the Crown 
II )t;P' ycc we arc to conliiler, that his Ruyal Highne(& is bkft 
with a young Progeny ; and ih^it, as no Mao can antwem 
Tor Events, if the two Koyat Lives fhould fall before tli 
Children of his Royal Higliocf& aic of Age, the Govern- 
meot devolves upon a Regency: and give roe Leave, Sir. 
to fay, thac there is no Precedent in this Nation, nor any 
poiitive Law now in being, that can determine, ax the Royal 
i^'ansily mult in fuch a Cafe Aand, (o what Perfon the Re- 
gency devolves. This Confideration is of itfelf fufficient 
CO juiUfy the Application now made by his MajeAy to this 
Huulei it is no more than any private Gentleman would 
do to pot his younger Children above a precariou} Depen- 
dance, and 1 dare (ay, that no Centlcniiin will think that 
his iVIajelty ought to be put under Dirabliltties, wliich 
every o»e here, who is a Father, would look upon as hard 
and unrealunable. | 

• I hope Gentlemen are fulJy convinced, how becoming it 
is in his M;ijeily a a Father to make fucb an Application, 
and hoiv becoming it is in us as a Houfe of Commons to 
an ^vcr it in the moll effcilual Manner ; the only Confi- 
deiaticn, therefore, that Gentlemen can now have, h with 
rega.rd to the ^antum, that is demandtd by this MeHage. 
As to that. Sir, i will venture to fay, that when we grant 
it, it is the fmalleil Provifion that ever was made for the 
Crown of Britain; rey, the whole of the Provifion for 
four Royal Perfonagcs docs npt amuunt to one Half of 
what former Pariiamcnts have thought but a modcmtc Pro- 
vifion for one. King James, Sir, when Duke of York, 
bad 1 00,000/. fettled upon him by AA of Parliament j 
and that 1 think is the only Parliamentary Provifion for 
younger Children, thai can ferve as a Precedent on this Oc> 
cafioD i becaufi; it is the only one fioce the RcAorattoa|^ 
for before that Time the Crown had a great Property i^| 
Lsiids, and could without a Parliamentary Ccncurrence pro^ 
vide for its youogcr Children. KingCharlcs Hd had no 
lawful JiTue of his own Body to provide for ; the Children 
of King James were married, and their Settlements made 
before he came to the Crown ; King William had no Chil- 
dren ; Queen Ann had none, that lived till after Ihe caniq 
to be Queen ; and the Daughters of his late Majefty we ~ 
married before his Acceflion to the Throne of Briu 
Upon the whole, therefore, I believe there never was j 
J^emand made by the Crown more reafonable and moderat 
than this u. It is for a Provifwn to younger Chili 
which cannot be made without Confent of ParJiamcnt, an 
a Provifion fo moderate, ihac X dare fay no other Objedia 



( S3) 

|o tc will be made io xhk HouCc, but that it is too liccle. Anno 1 1 Ceo. 
rhcrcftire I humbly move that Leave be given to bring in 'l^' ^TIP- 
. Bill rj enable hi^ Miijcrty to (ctilc an Anuuiiy of i 5000 /. - '^. ' /^ 
er Annum, upon \m Royal Hjghncft the Duke ol Cum ,^'.y,oi, g 
criand, and hii Heirs» and alia one other Annutty of ycV^ulK f^t- , 
B4000 /. per Annum, upon the Hrioccfles Anie[u> Ciroiina, ^^^^ ^''i P«'l'*-j 

The Aoiwet to this was as follows ; C'lmbcrianil, 

S t R, ami z^^KiU 

p < 1 don't ftand up to oppofc tlits Motion, {q ftir from it * ^'""the 
Mh-tt I «grec in all that hai been GId in KavooTof his \ia- VrinccfliriJ 
jeily's paternal Care, both of his Family and his Kingdom. 

II farlhci agree that the Provifion to be made by Parliament A«rvcr. 
in Favour of tin Royal HJghncfs is rather too fcanty ; I 
wifh» Sir, the McfTage had aflced lov more: hccaufc the 
jnorc independent any Perfun fo near the Crown i&. Io 
much (lie more Security we hiive for the Enjoyment of our 
Rights and Liberties. 
I * But iho' I have no Objeflion.yet I have feme Difiicultics 

fvith regard CO a Billof ihisKind. The Honourable Gcntle- 
njn ha» ubferved very properly, that this I'lovilion cannot 
made without our difpcnfing with Afts of Parliament. 
by which our Kingiare bound up from difpofing of any of 
Hereditary Revenues of the Crown, during their own 
Ufetime. Now, Sir, 1 am not Lawyer enough to know, 
whether our agreeing to a Mortgage (for this is no other) 
fthe Hereditary Revcnuesof the Crown may not be looked 
pen by the next Prince as an Injury done to him as the 
Iclr of Entail. Tbjt, Sir, I don't mention as an ObjcfUon, 
but as > Thing that may be proper to be confidc-ed. 

■ At the Cxme time, Sir, 1 cannot but take Notice, that 
Itbe prcfcnt Circumdances of this Na;ion, when a War with 
ISpiin feems unavoidable, call aloud that we fhould be as 
► (paring as poflibic of every thing that may beget a future 
Burthen to the People, I have often obkrvcd in read- 
ing, and fometimcs from my own Experience, that the 
Civil Lift is of a very growing Nature, and I am afraid 
that our pafling this very Bill may, in Time to come, fud- 
dle the Niition with 39000/. a Year more than it is ;it 
prcfent. My Reafon ii, that the MiniHers of the fuccced- 
log Prince will in all Probability take Occafion to Apply to 
I^PxrliameDt to have this 39000 /, made up to the Civit Lilt. 
iFonbi* Purpde they wili ufr the Grcatnefj of the prclcni 
] Qril Lift as ao Argument ; they will inlill upon it, that it 
I h unreafonable the Crown ftiou!d then Jiavc a fmallcr Rc- 
vcttue than it had in the Reign of his prcfcnt Majclly ; and 
we know the Compiaifunce ol late Parliaments too well to 
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nn r zXko. rfcubi ihai ihcy will refufc to make it up the full Sum that 
II t '3<j' hi^ prffent Majefty enjoys, fiut the Mbfoitane to the 
L/''^rNfc^ Nation docs no: lie here only ; for when the Money, which 
we are to (etile on the younger ChiHren of his Majetly by; 
this Bill, (hail revert to the Hereditary Revenue, I am 
siraid that the Money granted by Parliament to fupply <t. 
while It wa> deficient, will never revert to the Nation, 
My ft,eafon for fearing this, is bccaufe I could nc%'cr hear of 
the Civil Lift giving up any thing it was once poffdt of, 
liowcvcr the Caafcs for which it waa granted might ceafe. 
This naturally bring? mc to another Conftderaiion. 
Fvery-bcdy ii lenfible what a vail Civil Lift was granted 
by Parliament to his prefcnt Majcfty ; and that it had not 
been fo great, but with a View that the Prince of Wales 
was to hsvc out of it 100,000/. a Vcar, at leaft as foon as 
he fhcuIJ be married, and have a Family to mainuin. Ano- 
ther Conftiieraiion. that prevailed with Parliament, was hii 
Majtily's numerous Family, and the Expcnccof the Queeft'i 
Hoafliold. Now, Sir, I believe moft Gentlemen arc fen 
fib'e. that the Prince of Wales's rncome from the Civil;Lift 
does not exceed one Half of what the Parliament meant 
he Ihould enjoy j and that by the Death of the late Qoeen, 
there is at Icalt a Saving of ^ooco /. a Vcar in his Majcfly's 
Expences. Therefore there is now in the Hands of the 
Mmiller at leall too,ooo/. per Annum more than t 
parliament intended there fbould be, when the prefcnt Ci 
Lilt was fettled ; and yet I don't hear of any Eafc that ihi 
Public has got. 1 fhould be glad to know, Sir, why thli 
100. coo /. a Vcar is not laid up for Provifions to the Roy»| 
Progeny; if it were, I am fure in a very few Years, anc 
Heaven be praifed there is a natural Probability that his 
Majefly will live a great iBany, there would be a very hand- 
fomc Provifion for all the Royal IITue, without any Burthen 
to the Public. 

' God forbid. Sir. that it fhould ever be infinoatcd, as if 
hia Majelly ought not to have the fame Privilege with an; 
private Gentleman to provide for younger Children: but 
don't remember, Str, any Inllance of an annual Prcvifr 
made by Parliament in Favour of the younger Daughters 
the Crown. The Princefs of Orange indeed had an t 
vual ProvilioD, but that was in Confideration of her beii 
the eJdcft Daughter; and to ensblc her the better to fu; 
port the Dignity of the eldelt Daughter of the Crown 
Britain. At prefem. Sir, Frugality ought to be our favotiri' 
Virtue, and tho'thcSum mentioned in this Mcflagc is V 
moderate, yet [ hope thofe Gentlemen, who are in x, 
ifouic and la ihe Miciftry, will adt-ife fuch frugal Mcafa, 
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as ilrat a Provifion may be made for the Iflue of his Ma- Anno ri.Ce% 
jelly, without laying any aUdiciowiI Burthen upon the NaUoii, U- iTiP- * ] 
Sir William V'oung. ^^'"V'^ 

S I R, 

' J am glad that the Honourable Gentleman who fpoke Sir William 
hn did not oppofc the Bill, for it would be very nnnge. Young, 
if luch a Bill had met with the leaft Oppofmon in thii 
Houfe. But if I did not millakc, he thought it would be 
a little dangerous for us to fct alldc a pofitive A&. of Parlia- 
ment agiinil the King upon the Throne, alienating any 
Part of his Hereditary Revenues. As to that Point, if it be 
confidered* this A&. was made in the Reign of the late 
King William, and yet a very few Years after it was fei 
afide in the Cafe of providing a Settlement in Favonr of 
Prince George of Denmark. I never heard that the Parlia- 
ment in thole Days thought any Inconvcnicncy conid arifc 
from that Bxcepcion; and I am fure that on this occaOoa 
there ii a great deal more to be faid in Favour of foch aa 
Exception, than there was on that. Belides. this AA was 
never meant to bind up our Princes from being able to pro- 
vide for younger Children ; it was only meant to prevent 
the Hereditary Revenues being difpofed of without Confcnt 
of Parliament ; beciufe it may be poffible for a Prince to 
make fuch Alienacions, as may not leave a fufhcicnt Re- 
venue to lupport the Dignity of hiaSuccelTor. But all that 
bis Majcfty requires by this MefTagc can never nflrft the 
Keveoues j for fome Provifion to be fure would be made for 
the younger Children of the Royal Family; that Provifion 
inuit come out of the Pocket of the Nation ; and this Mef- 
iage is only to afcertain the ^ai/um, and the Manner oi 
foch a Proviiioo, that his Majeliy may have the Satisfa^ion 
of knowing that iiis Children have a Certainty to depend 
upon. 

• As to the Legality of giving our Confent to his Ma- 
jcfly's making fuch a Provilion, I cannot fee the Icaft Fonn- 
daiion in the VVorld for doubting of it. Tlie Honourable 
Gentleman talked of its being like making a Mortgage^ 
without Confent of the Heir of Entail. Sir, under Favour, 
I think this Houfc does no: need the Concurrence of any 
Perfon to enable them to bring in a Bill of this Kind. I 
apprehend, that an A£t of Parliament can bind any fuc- 
cecding Prince; ai>d that the Revenue, which is to fall by 
ibis Bill to the younger Children of the Royal Family* 
will be theirs as much as any Gentleman*! Eftate is hts 
own ; and that they will have the very lame Right to it. 
Chat the Prince upon the Throne will have to his Revenue. 
* The Frars which the Honounblc Gsntleman feemed 
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to be anilcr, leaA t}ii» Bill, if it fhall pafii duo an A^ may 
increafe the Revenue of che Crown, feem lo me w pay no 
great Compliment to the Cnderilanding or Honelty of fuc- 
ceeding Parliaments. I apprehcDd, Sir, that yoa have 
niany inlUnces upon your JoarnaU of tlie Parliament's 
making Redudiona ot Grams, when the Reafons for them 
ceafcd. [f Gentlemen will forefee Contingencies, that are 
but jud barely polTible, I don't know any thing we can do. 
to which unanfwcrdblc ObjciUons may not be made. Our 
palling this Bill ia. I am fure* a right Thing in itrdf, and I 
ihall never be afraid of doing a right Thing now, becaufc 
B wrong Thing may be done by others hereafter. 

* The Honourable Gentleman mentioned the Civil Lt(t»! 
as if it were fufficient for fnpplying all the Ends of this 
Bill. But when Gentlemen fas they very often do) talk o:' 
the Grtatnefs of the Civil Lift. I wifli that they would ai 
ihe fame time confider how much there is to do with it. 
His Majelty has a more numerous Family than any FrincO' 
ihat has lat for many Yean upon this Throne j and if we 
confider the Expences that attend the maintaining fuch » 
Family with proper Dignity, I will venture to iay, that it 
even requires OEcooomy to make the CivU Lift, great as ii 
is icprclcntcd to be, to defray them, and to anfwer all th< 
other Demands. It has always been thought worthy of the, 
Cale of Parliament, to make fpecial ProvifionE for the, 
younger Children of the Royal Family; and I hope thin 
fiill will pafs the Honfe with that Difpatcb. which the ad 
vanced Seafon ol the Year, and the Keal6nablcnc£& of the 
Thing itfcif requires.' 

The Bill was prefented to the Houfe on the 9th of May, 
and having in two Days gone thio' all the necellary Steps, 
received the Royal AHenc. 

Bcfuics thclc there were 35 private .Afls pnficd in this 
Seflton ; and upon I'hurfday the 14th of June, his Majeiiy 
concluded the Scffion with the following mofl gracioDs 
Speech) viz. 

H^ .Loidt and Gtttthmen, 
■ ' I * H E Difpatch you have gl«n to the public Btr- 

* M. f*"*'^ '^2^ ^^^ '^^^ under your Conftderation. makes 
' it proper to put an Knd to this Sefllon of Parliament, and 
' to give you that Recels, which the Soafon of the Year 

* requirei. 
' You have fo fully declared your Sentiments, as well 

' with regard to the paft Ccmdu^ of Spain, as to the Mca- 

* fures that might become neceffary to be purl'ued, in con- 
« le^uOK? 9!^ any Part, w htch (hat Coan might aftcrwarda 
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* tifce, and enable me to aft, io all Events, u the Honour Anao 

* aiul IntCTcft of my Ciowa and Kingdom j)ti11 require^ 

* that no Inconrenicncies can arilc from the immediate Want 
« of your further AiiilUnce, during the Recess of Parlia- 

* iDCnt I ud X ihall fo entirely rdy upon the i^flurances 

* you have given mc with fo much Zeal and Unanimity, 

* aod upon your ef&Ctually fupporting me in following Ine 

* concurrent Advice of both Hoafei of Parliament, that I 
will not be wanting in my Endeavours, to vindicite and 
maintain oar undoubted Kighcs, and to anCwer the juil 

* Expedaiions of my People. 

CtfttUmn of the Houje ofCpmmaity 

* I return you my Thanks for the neceflary Provifioni 

* you have made for ths Service of the current Year, in fo 

* ample a NUnner. The extraordinary Supply, which you 

* hare granted me, towards augmenting my Forces by Sea 
' and Land, ia fuch a Proof of your Afieflion and Confi- 

* dencc in me, and of your conftant Attention to the Sciricc 

* of your Country, that I cnnrxt enough commend this fca- 
foiuible Care of the Wellarc and Safety of the Kingdom. 
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^^■V I am perfuaded it is unneceflary for me to recommend 
^^r to your ferious Confidcratioii, the fatal Confequences tint 
^1* may threaten a Nation divided tvithin itfelf, intiuned, 
^K* and mifled by all the wicked Arts and Irjinuatioiis, th^c 
^ ■ Malice and Fallhood can fuggeft. It is loo obnous, what 
' Advantages our common Enemies wait to take from the 
1^ ' Heats and Animofitie?, that, under groundlefs Pretence;, 
^P^ aieioduitriouny fomented, and fpread throughout the King- 
^^ * <lom. Let all, who profefs themfelvcs ztaious AITertors 

• of the Rights and Privileges, Law5 and Liberties of their 

• Coontry, and of the P/oieftaot Religion under the pre- 

t* feot Ellabliflunent, unite in tlie Defence of thclie Inrlli- 
• mible Bleflings. Let the Honoar, Profperity, and %&ic\f 
* of ^e Kingdom become one common Caufe, and re* 
* coocile all civil Difcords and Dlviiions ; that, by your 
* Unanimity, you may difappoint the only Hopes and vam 
* £xpe3atiacu of our Enemies.' 

After which, the Ix>rd Chancellor declared, that it was 
Im MajeAy's Royal Will and Pleafurc. that the Parliament 
OkwU be prorogued to Thurfday the 9th Day of Augult 

text i and prorogued it accordingly . 
SPEECHES 
-■' ^ - . -- 
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In the Sixth Sbssion of the 
Second Parliamev: of George I L 

ON Thurfday Kovembcr i6, his Majcfty came to 
the Honie of Peers, and being featcd on his Tlironc 
in his Royal Robes, ftnt for the Houfc of Com- 
mons, who attended accordingly, and his Majelly was 
plcafed to make, lo both Houfcs, the following moll gracious 
Speech from the Throne. 

M y Lards emd Gentlemen^ 

* 'T^H B preienc Poftiirc of our Affairs has obliged roe 
' _£ to c^il you together, at this Time, fooncr than has 

* been ufual of late Years, that I may have the immediate 

' Advice and AHillance of my Parliament at this critica^ 

* and important Coiijuntlurc. I have, in all my Proceed^ 
' ings with the Court uf Spain, adcd agreeably to ttieSenm 

* of boiii Houfci of Parliament ; and therefore I can malcc^ 
' no Doubt, but I ftiall meet with a ready and vigorous Sup- 

' port in this jull and neceflary War, which the rcpcatfcl 
' injuries and ViolcQces committed by that Nation upon 

* the Navigation and Commerce of thcfe Kingdoms, and 

* their ObAinacy, and notorious Violation of the muft ib- 
' lema Engagements, have rendered unavoidable. 

* I Jiavc augmented my Forces by Sea and L»nd, pur- 
' Hiant to the Power given me by Parliament ; which I have 

* done with all ilie Moderation, that the Security and De- 

* fence of my Dominions, the IVotcftion of our Trade, 

* and the neceiliry Means of diftrefliag and annoying our 

* Enemies in the molt fenfible Parts, would admit : But as ' 

* thcfe Services will be various and cxtcnQve, they muft 

* inevitably be attended with great Kxponccs, and fame In- 

* coovcntcncics ; which, I alfure myfcif, will be fullained 

* with Satisfaftion and Chearfuliiefs. in purfuing fuch Mea- 

* fures, 35 the Honour nnd Intereft of my Crown and King- 
" doms. and tlw general Refcntment of an irijared and pfO- 

* voiced N'atioHj have called upon me to uodi;rtake. 
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Cf9l!em*n (/ /^ Uffufe of Comment, 

• I have ordered the proper Officers to lay before you 

* EHimatcs for the Service ol ibe enfuing Vc.tr, and like- 

* wiie Accoanfs of the exiraordioary Expences that have 

* been made this Year, in puiAiance cf the Power givea 

* mc h/ parliament. And as in the Prorrcutiotj of thii 
" War, a Namber of Soldiers, to ferve on board the Fleet, 

* may br requiAte ; 1 hnvc judged it proper, that a Body of 
' Marines (houlJ be ratfcd, itod havcdircilcj the Eliimatci 

* for this Furpofe to be likeivife prepared, atid Inid before 
' * you : And 1 cannot doubti from your known AITc^ion ta 

' my Per '.on and Go^'crnmcnt, and your Zeal forilic S^ficiy, 

* Prolperit/, and Glory of tliefc Kingdoms, but you wilj 

* grant me ioch eScclual Supplies, and with fuch Difpitcbi 
' as m»y forwird, arid give spirit to our Preparations, aoc] 
< enable me to carry on the War with Vigour. 

3^ Lort/j ami Gentlemen, 

* The Heats and Animofities, which, with the greatcft 

* loduftry. have been fomented tbrougliout the Kingdom^ 

* have, X am afr-iicJ, being one of the chief Kncourage- 

* menis to the Court of Spoin, to hold fuch a Conduiilt [o* 
' wards uj,ai to maUett secclliry to hive Recourfe to Arms; 
' Bod the unhappy Divifiuns amoogll my Subjefls are the 

■ only Hopes of ibe Enemies to my Government: But 

■ whatever Views and ProjeAi they may form upon thii 

* Rupture, and what Advantages foever Spain may vainly 

* promit'tf iticif irom any L'iicumllances in the prelent Situ* 

* ation of AfFjirsi it is in your Power, by ttic Bleiling of 

■ God, to cJchrrit the one, and difappoint the other. Union 

* among all thofe who hive Doihing at Heart but the true 

* lateidt ot Grc.1t firiuin, and a becoming Zeal in ibe 

* Defence tf my Kingdoms, and in the iuppor: of ih« 

* common Ciu;e of our (Jountry. with as general a Con- 

* currencc in cjrrying on thi: War, as there lias cpptared 

* for eng-igmg in it, will miike the Court oi Spain repenc 

* 'tdc Wri'n<>> (hey havedore us; and convince th(.Mv, who 

* mean the :>ubvcrriun of the prcfent Ellablifhinent^ ihit tht$ 
Nition IS ueiermincd, and able, both to vindicate cltetr 

* iPJurcd Honour, and tu i^cfcnd themfeWcs agai>itt att out 
^ open and lecict i^ttcmics, both at Home «ttii Abicad.' 

The Comraoni being returned to their Hoafe, Mr. Spcikfr 
reported his Mrfjctiy'a Speech to the Honte, ar.d upon a 
MoiloQ of Hear/ Aicner, Elqt the following AdJtei's 
fronl the Commow was agreed to. 
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*■ We your Majefl)^** irofl Dutiful and Loysl 5ub|e£b, the 
Commons of Great Btiuiin to Parliamcni aiTcmbled, beg 
Leave to return your Majeliy our unfeigned Thanks, for 
your moLl gracious Speech Ircm chc 'Ihionc, and to ex- 
pte<« our enure S»ti:f.idion in )our Majelty^ Declaration 
ol War agaiflft the Crown of Spam ; a War, which the 
repeated Violences sud Depredations comni>Ucd by the 
SpAi< Ol Nation upon the Trade and Commerce of thefe 
Kingdcms, ti.e nctorioui Violation of thrjr moll loiemn 
Engagements, their obllinace Relufai ol making Repa- 
ration Jor pa(t Injnries, and of giving Secutiiy agiunft the 
lilte for the future, have rendered juit and unavoidable. 

* It U with the highcit Senfe of Duty and Gratitude we 
acknowledge your Majefly'i Wifdom ..nd paternal Care of 
your Peopic, in making Uleot the Power granted loyour 
Majelly by Parliamenc, ior the Security and Defence of 
theic Kingdoms, for the Protection of our'JraJe, and for 
the DittrefTingand Annoying our Enemies in the moll fen- 
fibie {ind (fRitual Manner ; and we brg Leave to afitire 
your Majetly, tliat nothing fhall divtrt or deter us from 
lulUining, with Satisd.^ion and Chearfulncfs, any extra- 
ordinary Expences and Ii.conveHiencies, that muA meyi\ 
tably attend che various and exicnfive Services, which your 
Majelty lliall tind nece(]'»ry to undernke, in vindicating 

■ the Honour of your Crown, in-nrtemng the Rignts of 
' your People, and in procuring Juitice to an injured and 
provoked Nation. 

* And we befecch your Majefly, to accept the firongcft 
' and mod afTtitionaie Affurances, that, in Defence of year 
' Majelty's Kingdima, nnd in Support of the commott 
' Caufe of our Country, we will raikluch cffc^UHi Supplies, 
' end with fuch Clieai fulnefs and DilpJtch, n& will .orward 
' and give Spirit to your M;tjclly*s Prep,irat on<, and enable 
' your Majelly to carry on the War with Vigour. 

* And )Our dutiful tommona. being truly iti.fiblf of the 
' fatal Con{cqutnce> of iniciiinc Hiai- and Aniraolit/cs, will, 
' with a Zeal becoming the Reprelcni-.t-vcs ot the Peo- 
' pie in Parliumcnt, cni^e: voiir to compole thofc unhappy 
' Divifions, which have too long prevailed among your 
' M' jelly's Subjeclsi and sve do idiure your Majeity, that 
' nothing fliall be wanting un our Purt, to rciiurt- to ihe 
' Nation that Unim and tliroit-'ny which ouy effl-£luaily 

' defeat and dilappomt all the vain Proj^Ai, tlopc>, and £x> 
' peflations of your Majtily'a open and fccret £nemies« 
buLii at Houe and Abroad/ 

The 
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Tha Motion for (he Addref* was iMroductti in a Speecii Ai>noii.<i«o 
tDthe fQllowiog £ficd: U lyjp. 

JUr. Archer. l/V^O 

S IR, 

• Ai his Majcrty has been plmfed todeclare in his Speech, Mr. Archcn 
that he has caljed us togeiher ib mucli earlier than ufuaf, 
chat he might take the immediate Advice of his PirliamcDC 
at this critical and important ConjunAure; give me Leare 
to rxprefc the Joy and Satufa&ion which I have in behold- 
ing lo fujl a HouJie upon this Occaiion, and particularly in 
feeing fbme Gentlemen here again, whofc great Talenti 
and bxpcrience have rendered tnem (a able, and I hope C 

tmay now fay they are — no lefs willing, to difchargc thU 
gre^i Trull aiKl Daty to their King and Country. 
■ 'I he great Qiufe of Debate amongft us the lad Seflion it 
Bow at an End : Wc are now engjgcd in an open and d^ 
dared Wir agaioil a haughty, infulting Enemy, whom 
•either juitice, nor Humaotiy, the I-aw of Nations, nor 
the facrcd Ties oi Treaties could reOrain fiom commiting 
vnhcard-of V'iolence and Cruelties upon our Fellow-Subjeflf, 
aod laiulLJng our Flag. 
* During thele Provocationswe were not infeniible of hit 
Majefty's Zeat and ImpatieDcc to engage in the gloriotu 
Giufe of vindicating the Honour rf his Crown, and af* 
lerting tne Kignts oi his injiircJ SubjeSi; but, like ncom- 
tion F-itber ^nd Prelcrver ol hu Peoptc, tender of their 
Livc.> and Weif-tre, and gracioully regarding the Advice of 
h>& Purliament. he wis p'eied to init-Tpoic his Roya! En- 
jeavoun with th- King f Spam, in oriier fo obtain, with* 
0(U ttic EHitti^n of Biocd, or Calamities of VVar, [which is 
the tail ol all Remedies when ocher Tryi\i (ail o> Soccefs) 
ibac Jt-Uice andSatihftdiun, which noihing bjc the amazing 
Perfidy and Bifenels ot the Spiniirds could iiave refareJ. 

* Give me Leave, Sir, to (ay, that in this wa» Ihcwn true 
Fortitude and Grcatnets of Mind; for 'tis Ambition, *iit 
WaatonneUi and Military Polly that delights in Conquellit 
true Vttlour know* no other Aim thkn the Peace «nd tiip- 
pineff of Society But when (uch Mejfureidid not i'u ceed, 
when It wai lound neceffary tohave recourteto Arms, tlie 
iatne Zea! and unwearied Pains, which had b?en bclore eir* 
ploy 'd ior cAabtiihing Peace and public Tranquill)(y,havc brcn 
nened in Min.ary Preparations, and Armaments by Sea 
and Land, in order to annoy our Enemy in the malt lectible 
Paic: And all £jrope mall be now convinced, not only of 
the julUce uf oor Caufe, oat they will judge from our Con. 
dvKl (hit we have entered mio the War with 1 emjper, and 
arc carrying ii on with the Spirit and Rcfblatioo of a br.ava 
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and provoked Nation. And 'tis with Fleafarr, Sir, tli 
11 t7j{>. we mud now behold the Navnl Strength nnd Power ol our | 
^^V^"^^ Couwry, (etil forth to avenge our V^'rongs, Tpreading Ter- 
ror round the Coafls of oor Ev.eniy, arid Bfl'uming the So- 
vereigrity of the Sea without a Rival. On the other hand, 
were we lo view ihe Situation of oar Eneniy, he who fo 
lately ufarpcd a Power over oar Ships at Sea, prefcriijcd a 
Courlc to our Navigation, and vainly laid Claim tu pait of 
bis Majclty's Dominions at Land; to what is his Pride re- 
duced} Not daring to venture out his Fleet at Sea* be creeps 
far Safety within his Ports. 

• In this Situation we cannot but exprtfs our Saiisfaflion 
in bis M.ijclly'3 VVifdom and Condu£^, and in the Vigour 
and Stcadinefs of hi* Rcfoluti'ons ; nor cin %vc, without In- 
graiJEudr, forget his Royal Clemency and Moderation in 
ciipe of Peace, and the tender and affeAionaie Concern 
which he has (hewn for his People; Virtues which will al- 
wayi endear a Prince to his Subjcds, and make him no left 
amtablein Peace than formidable in W:ir. 

• And if ever there was a Time which called for the 
warmed Exprcilions of Duty and Affeftion lo the Tl^ronc, 
this furrly is the Time : whilll we are engaged in a War 
Abroad, and reptoiched, even by our Knemics. for our Di- 
vifions and Animofitics at Home. Who is there. Sir, chat 
can read the Spanifb Maniftllo without the uimoft Concern 
and Indignation? Britain trcvbUd ni^ith inttjUne Di'vijieij! 
There is the Source and Spring of ojr MisforEuncs ; 'tis 
from thence that our Kncmics have drawn their Huptis of 
Succcfs againll us, and formed fuch defpicahle Ideas of our 
Strength and Power, as to dare to contend with this Nation. 
Bui, §ir, 'tis not yet too late ; we have it liill in our Power 
to difappoint their Views and ExpeAations : Let us aCt 
with Union and Harmony amongllourfelves; let us joinia 
the common CAufe of our Coumry. and /upport his Ma- 
jvfty with Vigour and Unanimicy; and we Ihall agiio 
jnake the Arms of Great Biitain dre«ided, and put a fpeedy 
End to the War by a glorious and honourable Peace ; aul 
Mierefaie I fhall beg Leave to move, ai in the Adtirefi* 

Mr. Pultoey. 
Si ft, 

' TheHonoutable Gentleman, who made the Moiion, 
has fatd fo much in Praife of the Wildom and Propriety of 
his Majcfly'j and his MiniUers Condud, that he has left 
little or no Room for mc to add any thing to his Paoegy. 
rick. As to his Majdly, 1 know that when he is honeltly 
in£}r[ned of the Suce of the Nation, of the Diflrcfin 
«f bis People, 9nd the C^uff^s thai produce^ them. 
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BOM, even of thofe who labour under (&e VMh, are more Anno>) Oco. 
dcHfous of feeing ihrm rcdrcflTed : As fjr his MiniUcrs, ^^ '73P- 
1 have always, when I had An OppcrtuoitytenJcsvourcdio 
do ihcm Jullice [ I with ihflt to do them Jafticc and Ho- 
rour hid been more frfquently the fame. But, Sir, before 
] nice any Notice of ihe Motion made by the Honourable 
Gentleman, ] fliould fpctk a licile with regard to a ^Eep 
taken by {umc of my Friends and myfelf I.1II ScIIion. which 
we thought necclTary, as Affairs then Hood, for clearing our 
Charaaen to Poflerity from the Tmputncion of fitting in an 
A{Sembly, where a determined Majority gav.e n Sancton 10 
Meafutci, evidently 10 the Dirgrsce of his Majcftyand the 
^atioo. 

• This Step [however it has been hitherto ccnfared) will 
I hope for the future be treated in a diffl-rcnt Manner, for 
it is fully jjiliiicd by the Declaration of War, fo untverfary 
spproved, that any farther VinJicitian will be fuperfluous. 
There is not an AUcrtion maintained in it that was not sl> 
nofl in the fame WorJt inHKcd upon by thofe who oppofcd 
Ihe Convention, Lvery Sentence in it is an Echo of wi.at 
%va» laid in our Rcatonings aga-'nft ihat 'I'reaty; and cveiy 
pofiiive Troth, which the Declarntion lays down, was denied 
with the utmort Confidence by thofe who fpoke for the Con - 
vention. Since that Time, Sir, there has rot one Event 
bapptned that was not then forefcenand foretold: Out give 
me Leave to fiiy, Sir, that tho' the Treatment which we 
have fince received from the Court of Spain may have 
fuelled l^e Account, yet it lias furiiifbcd us with no new 
Reafons for declaring War; the fame Prcvocationf have 
«nly been repeated, and nothing but longer Pjiicnce has 
added to the Jutlicc of our C«ule. The (anic Violation of 
Treaties, the Ume Inftsnces ot Injnflice and BirbDrity. ih-B 
fame DifrL-^nrdto ihe Law of Nations, which are laid down 
» the Rcaloits of this Uectaraiion, were then too flagrant 
to be denied, and too contemptuous to be borne: Nor Citn 
•ny o'-e Kealon be alMgcd for juilifying our going to War 
now, ihit was not o( equal Force before the Convention. 
Alter that wai ratify'd. Sir, and after the Addrefs of Parlia- 
ment to his Majclly on ihat Head, there was indeed loiio 
fort of Prctcvt for not cuntmencirg Hoflilittc*. bcenitfe you 
had laid yoarlelves under n kind ot Obligation to fee if the 
Coari of Spain would fuilit their Pare cf the Stipirtattons t 
bttt this wat a Realun ih&t could have no Place before tiiaC 
ConduA u-as entered into aod approved. It it therefore 
cvtdent that it the VVarbe now ncceflary, it \v*f nrceflary 
before the Convention : Of this Neceflity the Geittlvmen 
(knawa, ho*ev«r intprojrer ly, by the Name of Sccederj) 
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Annof ) Geo- were then fully coiyiDccd. They Uw, infleid of (bat Ar. 
W}9 dour ol Keleotment, and thac Zc^l ior the Honour ol Bri- 
uin, which iuch Indignities oaght to hire produced, no- 
thing but Mcanndf, and TaiTiesefi, and SubmilEon : and 
iKcir Ditjral Lomequrnces, a low, temporary Kxpcdient, ft 
(h^mclul Co'ivcntiotii a Convention wliich, had the .Sp:Hniardi 
not aiaaly btuken i:, mult huve ended tn our Ruin, mull 
i^ive thrown our own Nnvigatiou into the Hands of our 
Enemies. To Itich a Conduct as this they i.ould give no 
Sai.&tGC ; they law that all OppoGcion was iccffe£Utat, and 
th.it tbeir Preleuc^ was only made ufe of, that what waft 
alrcad)' detcrniineJ might be raiifyU with the plauflb^c Ap< 
pejrancc of a fair Uc!>inc. They therefore feceded, ifthat 
Word mult be uled on this Ocofijii* and rciuled to coim- 
ten nee Moiiuret which the^ could neither approve nor de- 
fcat. 

* The State cf Affairs is now changed ; the Meafures of 
I'-.e Mmittiy are n'--w altered i and the lame Regiird (or the 
Hontiur and VVelaie ol their Country, that detcrmroed 
chel'c Gsmlcmeii to withdi^iw' their Countenance from fucha 
Cojiduci as ihfv thougiit hjd a leroL-ncy to dcilroy them, 
the lame h»& brouglit them hither orce inuru, to give their 
Advice ajid AiCLUncc m tliote Mealures, which tttey tben 
poirited our, as the ooi^ Means of alTerting and retrieving 
tiiem. 

* Havtjig faid thus mochi Sift in Vindication of that 
Step, 1 (halt not at prefent give niyiett the I'roublc of en- 
quiring itito the Effects with which it w b attended j or' 
wi.tnhe.-^ It zd^ny InHucnce in producing this Declaration 
of Wsr Nculicr Ih-ill I take any Notice of the Un- 
willingnefs with which a certain Right Honourable Perfon 
ticar me i» laid to liavc entered into this War. i Ihall only 
cake Notice cf the Motion for an Addrefs now made. 

* Heic, Sir, I am very willing to agree with the Ho> 
nourable Gcntlcmar; io what he ojlcrv^d, with regard to the 
Wifdom i.nd Ncccflity of the Declaration of War, and the 
Inlalts and Injmies we have received from that Nation, 
which i» now the O jc-A of our Relentment i I am very 
glad t» hear tbeic Senumenta trom that Quarter. But I 
h-ivc iutiie vh.it to add ubout the Me^ns of making it con- 
ducive Lo the Honour and Interelt of this Nation. There 
is one 'vtcalure, which, if conftantly and refolutely purfued 
by us» w::t make this VVar uf molt talting Ad/mtage tothe 
Nation, and that is, Sir, to take and hold. Let us attack 
ti>cir Seitlem^^n.s in the Well Jndies with fuch a Force a a 
cannot be defeated ; and let us pa; it out of the Power of 
itny Minillry to give up the Cooquefts we {hall make : Wc 
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fluU then pot tht Trade and Navigation of [his Nation be- 
yond all tuturc Violation. 

< And here I beg Lnivc to obfcrvc, that all ttir Nation 
has jutt Keaioii torcgtvt the M Icarnage ot a Bill wbicb 1 
had the Honour to bring in two Scllion:^ ago, by wfaicD bis 
MajcU/'s advetitunng bubjccls might have dccd encouraged 
CO aucmpt CunqueU>. upun the Eticm/. It it lisd palled. I 
ir.alce no uoubt, but before ttiift i'imc Mefhuuidh-jvclticn Ebe 
good LiTcdft ot itj lor nothmgi Sir, mxi co our own i^cak 
and iitcuiirutcnt Coniiud^ has kLiiuilaicd more tu [he Inro- 
lence of Spaio, than a Notion which ihe^ «iiter:ain, that 
we ueitber can nor dare attack tbcm in their molt lenlible 
Farts. If iba Biil bad paiTeJ, ihii Nation would (oon have 
done iticif ample Juliicc upon its Enemies, without paiiing 
the Government to one Snilling Expcncc. Wc huve an 
InlUnce of the Spirit and Power, with which the private 
Adventurers of thij Nation c^n afl, i.i the glorious Kcign 
ot Quccn Elizaoeib i iVbicii was diAingailhcd by nocJiing 
more than the ^acccls of our Arms and CouiifeU agaiDfl that 
Power which has now 16 long tniuited us. [t was to pri- ._■ 
vate Adventurers that all ihcSutxels of Sir Francis Dr;iU0 
was owing » and till that Spirit is revived^ till wc take and 
hold, we never can expsd to (ee any Advandgc arile to the 
Nation from this War : For which Kealbns i hope co fee, 
before the End of this Scflion, a Bill brought in with pro- 
per Claafes to cncouriige not only his Miijcity's Force;, but 
his M^jclty's Subje^b, to make ConquciU in the S)jan:(h 
WelMndics. In the laA great War, bir, this was thought 
t very proper Conduit i and when one Bill for thac Eife;^ 
was notlouod fuffi.ient to anfwer every O(.jc£lion thacmighc 
arifc, anocher UiU was palled a vcty iittic Hme alur more 
full and more explicit. 

• Perhaps I h^vc been a little tcwa long on this Subjefl, and 
what 1 have (:iid would luve come much more properly 
frodi fome Gentleman in the AdminiUration ; but J thoiight 
inyleif obliged, Sir, to fay thus much in Vmdivation of my 
own Conduct when J brought in tiiatBtll, and of the Argu- 
ments 1 then ufed to cniorce it Another Reafon Why I 
have inMed lo much upon it, is lo do Honour to iJs Ma. 
jcUf, who in his Speech certainly po;n:s to this CondLfl, and 
Co exprcU o>y KcadiAefs to fupport the Minillry in tliktand 
■ill other :Stepi that fhalt be lauen In order to carry on tiiii 
'War with Vigour at*d AJvanUigc, I d:ireiay, Sir, Xhat all 

I my i-'ricnds me of tlic umc opinion with myleil t I cau 
Tcnturc to aiilwer fjf Lhe.ii, ii.4C tliere will be no oihcr 
Cuiitctt on this Occafiun, but who fh^l bo moit icrward is 
affiiling his Majcily to uX w«th the Weight thai becoiiHs 
: 
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lAnnotjCco. tlie Dignity of his Crown, and may make ilie Succefs an- 
il. »7jp. fwcrablu to the Jiillkc of Ilis Caufe, 

* Hiiviog t^ld thi:s mult, Sir. 1 am natarally led to con- 
^licr fome l^xprclTions boili in the Speech and Motion, 
'vhich J a.uit own I could not, at firll, hear without Con- 
'£era, .iDd to whicli lunger ConfiJcration hu nut yet recon- 
ciled etc. His Majclly mentions Heats and Aiiimofttics. 
Sir, I Jcn'tlcDowwliodrcw up thisSpeech J tut whoever he 
wjs, he rhoutd have fpared that lixprcflion ; 1 wi(h he had 
drunn a Veil uvcr (he Heat; and Auimoficiea tha; muU be 
onn=d once fubUlled upon tliis Head; fur 1 am iure noce 
now fubfiit. Was ic the EfTcd of theli: Heats and Animo- 
iitics (tu uie the Words of the Speech) iaJ:>J?riou//y fomtnttd 
thfou^houithii Alu/roff, that Spain, (or twenty Va^irs, tieated 
a: with all the InToIence, Barbirity, and Injjflice that could 
hnvz been prcflijcd upoa a Nation conquered and cnfl.ved? 
Was it the Eftia of our Heats and Animofitier, that our 
Minillry concluded a Treat)- with thai Crown, which aC 
once gave up all our Trade arj Navigation to her Mercy ? 
V/ai It owing :o our Heats and Anirtiufiucs, Sir, [hat this 
Treat/ w.i5 rj,tificd, approved of, and mull have been now in 
iorcc, had not the Spaniards themfelves broke it ? No, Sir; 
if there were Heati and AninioGties, they were occafioncd 
by rhc Miniftry's not purfuirg thofc Mcafures they have now 
tiJl.'n upon. But lincc their Conduft is happily^ changed, 
ah Animofities are ex-.iocl ; nor will they ever dillurb us 
aguin, till a Condu^, as much to the DifirreJit and Difho- 
UL-ar li^ ihe Nation r.s that which gave rile to them, (hall 
make i: nccelDiry to revive them. 

• I win make ny Motion upon what I have faid ; opfy 
I mull repeat it once mere, that I heartily \v:rti, for his Ma- 
jdly's Hunour and Service, th.it no mention had been made 
of Heats icnd AKimoHucs; and I think we fhould mure con- 
fult the Reputatjun and Dignity of this Houfe, if in uur 
Addrcfj we ihcutd take no ^toiice of that CUufe of the 
Speech.' 

Sir Robert Walpole. 
Sir, 

' After what paflcd laft Scfiion, and after the repeated 
Declaratioti? of the llonoar.ible Gentleman who fpokc lafl, 
and his Friends, 1 littic txpcfted that we Ihoald have this 
ScITtoQ bern again favooied with their Company. [ Rm al- 
\vayb plealed. Sir, when I lee Gentlemen jn the Way of 
iheir Duty, and glad that thele Gentlemen have reiumed -lo 
ihcirs; though, to fay tlic Truth, I was in no great Con- 
cern left the Service cither cf his M.ijclly or the Nation 
Qiouid XuHcr by their Abfeace. X behevc the Nation is ge* 
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H nenllf feoGble. that ibe many uftTuI am] popular A£is Anno i{ Geo. 

^ which paffftl towards the End of laA SeOion were greatly *'■ i??^ 
forwartjcd and iacH'mted by the ScceHion of chefe Oentlc- ^^^^"''^^, 
mcxit and il tlicy arc returned only to oppofe and perplcjc. 

J I ihail nut »t alt be ibrry if they lecedc again. 
* I'hc Haoourabic Gentleman who tpoke Jail faid« 
That they took that Step, becaufe lie and his Friends con- 
ceived chat Meafures were purfued which tended to ruin 
ihc Honour and Interest of this Nation; and that they 
bfttte returned to their Duty, becaufc ihcfe Meafuresarenow 
at an End. Sir, I tion'c remember any one Step which 
was taken in the V'hole of our Tranfa^iojis with Spain, 
th%t ha3 not been fully can\'afled id Parliament, and as fully 
•Pfvoved. The Parliament coi befi' judge what is fit or 
not iit to be done, and white I have the Honour of bearing 
May Share in the Adminillratioo, I Oiall Oil! think myfelf 
{ide,and my Actions compleatly juHified, if they are. after 
mature Deliberation, approved by a Britifh Parliament. 
The lUle Argument of Corruption never fhall have any 
Weight witii me ; ic ha» been the common Refuge of the 
Di&ppainted and DifaBe^ed ever fincc Government had a 

I Being; and it is au Accusation, that like all other Charges, 
tho' unfupportcd by Proof, if advanced againft the tKlland 
moft diiinterctlcd Adminiftraiton, and pufltcd with a be- 
coming Violence, a pretended /eal for the public Good 
.will never fail to meet with Applaufe among the Populace. 
i cajinot. however, believe that the Honourable Gentleman 
and his Friends have found any Keafon to bosft of the Ef> 
Se£i» produced by their Secejlion upon the Minds of the Peo- 
ple ; for it was a very new Way of defending the Jnterells 
of their Conditucnis, to defert them when they apprehend- 
^ ed them to be endangered. I fhculd not have touched lb 
■ much upon this Subjc^, had I not been in a manner called 
P KpOD to do it by what fell from the Honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke laA. I fhall now proceed to rake fome Notice 
of what he further advanced. 

• The Declaration of War agunft Spain is neither more 
pat Icf* than the Confcqucnce, which his Majcfiy again 
and again informed this Houfe would arife from tbcSpani- 
asdi pcriining in their Refuial to do Juftice to hjs injured 
" yefts; and what the Honourable Gentleman has faid 

rn that Head amounts to nothing more than thai after 
Spaniards bad abfolutely rcfuicd to do that JuUice, his 
Majelfy proceeded to thofc Meafures which he had then 
more than once promifed to ukc. I am forry that tho 
HoBounible Gentleman fhould fo far didrutl the Royal Af- 
luraDces. si riiher to abfcn( himlclf from bis Duty «« a 
Vol. VI. O Memb« 
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Anno f; Geo. Member of this Houfe, than put any Con&dcnce in hi* 
II. i7li> Majelly's Promife. But give mc Leave to iay. Sir, ihat, 

L/Y^.^ from tlie well-known Charafler of his Majelly, ihU De- 
claration of War is no more than what the Honourable 
Gentleman and his Friends had not only Reafon, bat a 
Right to expc6\, even at the time of their SecefGon, if the 
Coatinunncc of the InjulUce of the Court of Spain Ihoald 
make it ncccflbry ta have rccourfe to Arms, So that upon 
the whole, I neither fee how his Majefty's not ilTuing this 
Declaration of War, when they were pleafed to require it, 
was a goiid Reafon for their running from their Duty ; d< 
how its being i^uetl at lalt is any Apology for their Re- 
ttira. 

' The Honourable Gentleman has dwelt Jong on a Mi 
{lire which he appears to be very fond of, and that is, at- 
tacking the Knemy in America, and vcfting the Proper 
of what fliall be conquered there in his Majesty's Subjcftv* 
. liir, i don't thick this a very proper Time to come to a: 
Explanation upon that Head ; if it is a Step proper to 
taken, the Wifdom of his Majelly and the Parliament wil 
certainly not omit it i and in that Cale i think the lefs ic- 
is talked ot before it is put in £xccation» the better it wiU^ 
be lor this Nation, as the more likely to lucceed. 

* As tO'the Honourable Gentleman's favourite Bill, ivhicl 
he has nifntioned, and which was, I think, with 
JufUce thrown out two SeflionS ago, I can fee no VCc 
could have been of, iince, tho' it had pafTed then, it cooli 

.not have taken Place before the Declaration of War. Ai 
'if that Bill Ihould be thought proper, we cao now pafs 
and let it immediately take EfTcd. x 

• The Honourable Gentleman madcfome Remarks upoa 
that Part of hii Majefly's Speech, which mentions Heai 
and Animorities,an(i (eemcd to think that they are now ea> 
tinguifhed. Sir, I could wiflx they wcrej but I think it a 
evident to every common UnderJlanding that they are noR 
But tho' all former Hears and Aniroofuies were now extin- 
guilhed, the Camion and Advice given by hb Majcliy an 
very proper upon this Occafion, bouulc but. very lately the 
jofe to a very great Height, to fuch a Height. Sir, as i 
fome meafure even to djfown the Authority of the Supreme 
J^egiflature i for what Conftruftion can I put upon the 
Aftions of Gentlemen who retire from the Service of thi» 
Hotifc, becaulc, as they pretend, the Proceeding] of the 
Houfe are contrary to law and the Conftitution. though it 
ii pUin, that both the Uw and Connitucioo of this Natio* 
have no other Foundation than the Determinations of Far* 
IJMseot ^ 
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< Sir* I will not fajr ill I can upon this Head. TJic Anno i ; Geo: 
Honourable (jcnilcnun demamled whrther the Heats and I^ ■«7'^P- 
Aoiinofiucs ef the Natioo made yoa bear with the hiio- V,/V^^^. 
leaces of Spain for tweoty Years? If Spain tre^ited thi$ 
Nacion with JnrolcDce, if She injured his Majelly^s Sub- 
je£b, her Infolencc was encouraged, and her Fears removed 
by our Divifions. For while iuch Heacs and Animofities 
againll an Admirillration fubfill, no Government could be 
imagined h mad as to ru(h into a W.ir> and cxpofc thcm- 
ielves to foreign and domeAic Enemies at once. If thefe 
Divifions appear to be laid afleep at prefent, 'tis only be- 
caufe the Faction thinkthey cannot with tbe teall Shew of 
Decency continue their Clamours, fince ibey have been 
gratified in their iivourite Meal'ures. The Honourable 
Cientteman blamed the Convention. Sir, I liill think as 
well of the Convention as ever I did ; and I believe the 
Wifdom and Moderation Ihewn by his Majeity in accepting 
of the Convention as a Preliminary to a Peace have pro- 
duced this happy EifeA, that you have at prefent only Spain 
to contend with. Ic was tliis Inclination for coming to 
Terms, if Terms in any Degree equitable could have been 
obtained} which his Majelly had all along Ihewn, that has 
coorinced all Europe that the Infolcnce, Tnjuftice, and Ob' 
llinacy uf the Court of Spain were the only Cades of the 
War. 

Upon tbe whole. Sir, I think the very Objeflion which 
ihe Honourable Gentleman has made ia lomc part of a 
Proof, that Divifions lltU fublill ; for it is no great Sign of 
Unanimity that bich lofiouations and Objections are llarted 
oo the 6ih Day of the SelBon ; efpecially as the War ha» 
been hitherto fo fuccersfully and fo vigoroully carried on, 
as not to leave the leall Ground for refle^iog either upon 
bis Majcdy or the ^dminillration. Therefore, Sir, 1 am 
entirely for agreeing to the Motion.* 

Sir John Barnard. 

S J K.. 

* As 1 attended my Duty in this Houfe all laft SeiTum, sir John 
and as I am refolved ever to do To white I have the Ho- Barnarii 
I DQUr to be in Parliament, I can with tbe greater Freedom 
I declare my Sentiments with regard to what has pafltd be- 
1 twcen the two Honourable Cenilemen who fpoke lait. 
^k ' As to the Step that was uken by the Honourable Gen- 
^P t}einao and his Friends, in abCcnting themfclvci from tbe 
J Service of this Houfe, I have nothing more to lay, than 
I that I am convinced the Gentlemen themfelves z£itd from 



gfxtd MotivcJ, and thought it for the Service of the Nation. 
i'bi). Sir, I iay, from my perfonal Knowledge of thefc 
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^nnoi;.Gco Gcutlemcnj and of their Zeal. But whatever were tlie 
11. i7V> Motives to iheir taking ihat Step, I akn perfuadfed that thry 
^^^r^J o«w no longer fabiitt; and that .a the Declaration of WSr 
his render^ i;s ill unanimous, To nothing is now necelTary 
10 preferve our Unanimity but a hearty and vigorous Pro- 
secution of it oh the Tart of the Miniflry. 

« The Honourable Gentleman who ipoke lafl feid to- 
wards ihc End of his Speech, 'J'liat the War had been hi- 
therto fo fuccdsfuJIy ana vigoroufly carried on, as to le»ve 
no GroOnds for rcfle£ting either opon his Majcfty or the 
Miniftry. Sir, I believe there is not a Man in the Nation 
who would refleft upon his Majcfly in whaie\Tr Manner it 
j» conduced; but I fear, that» as it rs, great Numbers are 
difljtijtied with the Miniftry. As I have the Honour to be 
a Reprefentaiive in this Houfe for the mod populous City, 
and a City of the greaieft Trade in his ^f1ljtrty^ I>ominioni, 
or perhaps in the VVorld, it is my Duty to declare, that I 
don't think the Wlr has been carried on with that \1gour 
and Socccfs that might have been cxpefled : I Ihall take the 
Liberty to point out a few Inllanccs wherein it appears to 
the trading Pan of that City, tliat there has not been 
belt Management. 

• To the Trade of tfi'u Natldhall AtfmlnifthitioJjs tm^ 
to have the princtpal Regard ; and every Step, every Mea^ 
fureihey take ought to be with a View of protctting orira* 
proving it. Bat how does »t appear, that the Security ski 
Encouragement of Trai!e has been, in the Coarfe of thfi 
War, attended to? TttHead of buildittg fmall twenty Gim 
Ships, the only Ships chat can robft cffcdnaMy curb ttic 
Spaiiilh Privateers, we have equip^icd fcarce any otlier'than 
great, pompous Ships of 70, So, or 100 Gors, which, 
though they may Kc very frtviccable in an Engagement, I 
apprehend are almolt ulefcf? for the Purpofc fhave tiien^ 
tioned. It i.'. Sir, from their Privatecri only that We have 
any thing to dread ; the Spani[!i Fleet is notat prefent, nor 
can be for fomc time, in any Condition to face ours ; thtre- 
fore the principal Vic* of thofe \VWo have hhhcrto had the 
Direftionof this Wfcr.ottsht to hare been the Proreftian 6f 
our Merchant Shi>n'from PriWitCers.by afufficicntNoittter 
of twenty Gan Sh'ips. If the Goi'ernmcnt had wanted 
fuch Ships, they mfeht have bought as maoyaj They want- 
ed ready bail:; ibd in my Opinion, cTic poblJc Woney 
would have been hid out to mach greater Advantage than 
fve have feen it. 

" There is another Point, Sir, m fi/htch I think there 
has been a con'iidcraWc IVfrifl in trdt Alanhgetneni of tke 
jirc/cut V^"ar, and tha: is iVrth 'rc£a:ni tocbe muti Nifmbc'r 
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of Ships fcnt to the Weft Indies. Ilia there, that we can Annoijdeo. 
only hope to dillrers the Eocmy. and it was albi^e chat the '^- 1 73P- 
wholc, or the grcateil Part of our Force, ought to haVc been 
employ'd. An ^ Admiral was indeed fent out, and it is ge- 
nerally thought he is gone to the Well- Indies, but we have 
not yet heard that the Fleet he has with hiin ha$ been able 
to do any thing ; and indeed we have no great Rcafon tb 
expcd that he can do much, ns he carried out ilo LaocL 
Forcca with him, nor any Stores thai are coniniotily ured iti 
attacking or dcmotifiung Forts, which is the Bufinefs that 
mull be tirft done in thofe Parts. 

• Another thing which the Merchants hare very much 
at Heart, is the inttoning his Majeity's Ships ih proper 
Places for protciling our own Trade, ahd annoying that of 
our Enemy. They obfervc that our Trade has fu0cred very 
nach rbr'want oF Ships Aationcd at proper Places ; and that, 
except by the Capture of two CsiraccA Ships, the Spaniards 
have fufTciTd very little. 

' From thefe Confiderations I am afraid it will appiear 
dat upon balancing the Accounts between Us ind Spain, 
fincc this War has commenced, the Difadvantage is on our 
Side. There was indeed one Opportunity, which if we 
had been vigilant and aflive in the Ufe of it, might have 
gone iar towards repairing our Lofles; and that was the 
intercepitlng the Affogue Ships: But that, like many other 
Meafurci, nai it fecms proved unfuccefsful. Perhaps, Sir, 
before we boail too much of the Vigour and Succefs with 
which the War has been carried oo, icmay be expetlient to 
cnii^uire by what Means thefe Ships efcaped, cfpccially a5 it 
was knoWn that they were on their Voyage, and as the 
Courfc which they aftuafly held was that in which our Go- 
vernment might moll realcnably have cxpcdcd to have met 
diem. 

■ As to what die Honourable Oentleman laid with re> 
fjitd to our Divlfions, really. Sir, I am of Opinion, that 
wliato'er I>iViffons are among us, muft be charged upon 
the MroiRry, who, whether they have raifed them or not, 

■ may now eafily extingaiih ihem by luch a vigorous Profc- 
coridti of this War, tx% may Convince the Nation that they 
S^ in earneft. At leaft I can vehCure to anfWer for the grenc 
Body of which I have the Hoooiir to be one of the Re- 
jftrefentiriveB , that they will think no Expences they (hall 
COntribuce too large, they will think no Tellimonies of their 

Lbuty and Zeal for the AdminifUation too Uttdng, if thi^ 
War 
: 
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Wsr is prolecated with i« mucii Vigour as u has been un-t 
dettaken with Juliice. 
Sir Charles Wager. 

S * R, 

* I did not think, that I fltouM have ^oken upon this 
.Occafion, by: as fome Things have fallen from the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman who (poke lall which it is my Duty to 
anfwer, [ Hiall give the IToufe what Satisfaflioa i can with 
regard to the Management of" the prefcnt War. 

* As to our being greater Safiercrs by Captures than the 
Spaniards have been, that. Sir, I believe is very true, and 
there is a fufHcient, perhaps ac invincible Reafon lor it* 
which is that we h^e a great deal more to lofc than they. 
The Sea is covered with our Ships, and the Extent of our 
Trade gives the Spaniards the Advanugcsof very frequent 
Captures. They have but very little foreign Commerce in 
£a;ope, and' the little they have ia carried on in other Bot- 
toms than thcfc belonging to chemfelves ; fo that the flag, 
of other Nations proteds their Property. 

' As to their American Commerce, but a few Shipi are. 
employ'd in it, and the great Dirtatn:e of the Voyage, with 
the VVidcncfs of the Navigation, renders the intercepting 
them very uncertaiti. 7'he Honourable Gentleman men- 
liooed the Courfe of the Aflbgue Ships. 1/ I could con- 
ceive it neceflary, I could eafUy convince every Gentleman 
here, that it was not owing toauy Dcfcfl either of Zeal or 
Prudence in the Adminiftration, nor to any Negb'genceof 
the Admirals who lay on thofe Coaflj, that they were not 
taken, but meerly to an Accident of their having met with 
an Advice Boat fent from their Court, y^hich it was fifty 
Chances to one they would not have me: with, and which 
made them alter their Courfe. ft was inCnuatcd [hat wc 
had not a fuihcicnt Number of Ship& empluy'd to prote^ 
our own, and to annoy the Enemy's Trade in the Weft- 
Jrdies. 1 don't know what Ge;iilenjen mean by a fuffi- 
ciciit Number, but to the belt of my Remembrance we 
have at prefcnt four and thirty Ships great and (mall em- 
ployed in that Service. I believe that we have fcldom or 
ne^'er had fo greata Number in thofe Seas, and that in the 
prefent State of our Navy, we cannot fparc a greater Num- 
ber without neglecting the Service in other places, 

' The other Objeilion was founded on a fuppofcd Error 
of the Miniflry in not employing a fufiicient Number of 
twenty Gun Ship:. Sir, 1 own that twenty Gun Ships ar^ 
of very great Service in the prefent War. But the twenty 
Gun Ships in the Service of the Government, were not faf- 
^icnc to fupply all the Services which (he jtarticular Cir- 
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camflances of this War required. Sefitks, that a good Annoi^.GSo. 
Number ofibcra had been found unfit for Service, and muft "■ ' ^35- 
therefore be rebuilt. The Honourable Gentleman faid tliac UrNrSJ 
the Government might have bought Ships from private 
PerfoDS for that Purpofe. This very Method is now por- 
fucd i feme have been already purchafed ; and feveral Con- 
trafls are now depending for purchafing more; but llfll 
there is required (omeTime to fit them out, and to render 
them ferviceable as Ships of Force. 

• Upon the whole. Sir, there is bo Manner of Doubt that 
fbrae of cbe Merchants, and trading Part of che Nation, 
have been Sufferers fince the Commencement ot this War, 
and poQibly they may luffer (lill more if ij continues: But 
this. Sir, was often foretold in iJic Houfc before the War was 
declared, and is what our Merchants ought to have charged 
ihcir Account with.* 

The QueUion being put, paft without Divifion . 

Ntv. [6. Mr. Pultncy rofe up, and fpoke as follows: 

S I R, 

* As War is at lafl declared againft Spain, it will be very i\^ PnUneji 
proper to pafs a Bill for encouraging our Seamen. I had 
the Honour to prelenc one for that Purpofe two SelHons 
ago, but it had not the good Fortune to meet wiUt the Con- 
currence of this Houfe. It was then objefted, that by nal- 
fmg fuch a Bil! we might interrupt the Courfe of our Ne- 
gotiations at the Court of Spain -. This, i prefumc, was the 
chief Reafon for which it was rejected. But as the Nc* 
ffotiaiions with that Coart are now at an End, 1 hope the 
Propofal I now rife up to make, will meet with no Op- 
poTitioD. The bell Method, Sir, for making the War fuc- 
cefsftil, is to carry it on with Vigour ; if therefore any Laws 
or Regulations have formerly been thought neceflary, they 
ought to be revived. For this Reafon, I ukc the Libert/ 
to move, that the 6ih and 8th Sections of aa A&. made in 
the 6lh of Queen Anne, entitled. At AB far tbt better f^ 
tMring tht Trade if this Kia^Jom iy Craizfn and Cvifvajs ; 
and alfo the zd Se^hon of an A(^ made in the lame Vear, 
entitled. Jt Aci for Entesira^miHt of Trade io America, may 
be read. — This being accordingly done, he defired that 
i«ave might be given to bring in a Jlili • For the more ef- 
< fe£lual iecuring and encouraging the Trade of the BriciQi 

* Subje^ 10 America, and for the Encotiragemeoc of Seo^ 

* men to enter into his MajeHy*8 Service.' 

Upon this, the ilonaiiraUle Henry Pclbam, Efq; flood 
Up, and fpoJce to the following Efte^^ viz. 

LSm, 
' The Eocouragcnieot of our Seamen ii (b nceeflary for Henry Pel* 
preferving ^^^^ 
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Aiie9i vOco- pf reiving the Rights, md vindicadng the Honour of this 
II >tjf Naoo°* 't*>' ^ ^'^ ^^^^ ''^ grcatell Sincerity declare, ttac 

Li/OT^^ no Man li4« a grtaicf Kegard for ih« utciUl Part of his 
Liajcity's Subjc^ than 1 have. I flull always be lot giving 
l)if m all the Encouragement that h in our Power to IxfloWt 
^d4 t^ererore Cull always be ready toagreeioaoy reaJoo- 
aMc PropcfitioD that can be made for that Purpofc. What 
Che Honourable Gentlemac intends by the BiJI he propoies 
Co bring in, I cannot pretecd to be thoroughly acquainted 
will) i but if i( is to be fuch a one as was brought in by 
jbini ^d iome otber Gentleoienahoui two Years ago^ I mufl 
ithi^lc his Motion a little too precipitate. 

* By our CooUitacioa the Crown has the fole ami abfoluie 
Pixiperty in every Ship and Cargoe taken from an Enemy 
ty any of his Majelty's Siiips of War ; and therefore* when i 
any Share of a Prize is given or promired to the Captors«fl 
it ought to be cotil'idcred as a gracious Condefccnfion in th^^ 
CfowQ, ibr their Encouragement. Thif, Sir. is the true 
Slate of the Cafe, with regard to all Prizes taken^by any of 
-hit Majclly's Sinps of War; and as all A£li of Grace and 
favour OMghc to come originally from the Throne, I tbinK, 
if any Law be necefHir/ tor regulating the Dillribution of 
dfotc Fxizea that may, in the prelent War, be taken fron 
the Eiu:roy, or for giving the whole or any Share ot theiq 
lo the Captors, we ought to wait till we have a Mefla;^ 
irotn the Crown for chat Purpofe. Jf luch a Bill be brougj 
into this Houlc, before wc have a Mefliige from the Crown, 
it will, in my Opinion, fhcw a Sort of DifrcJ'pert to his Ma- 
JQ(\y, >vhif:li, I a,^ convinced, is very far from being the 
Intention of the Honourable Gentleman who has made this 
Motjion. It will be ip fonie Meafure fore-ilalling the Fa* 
.vpiirt of ^he Crown, and traniiferring from his Majclty to 
4b|i>e pf the Membra of this Iloufit:, that Popularity which 
J£ t9,bie ^Iped by a Mcafure that has the Appearance of 
{q much Generolity and Bounty. 

Jf it be proper to give the wholcof every Prize taken bf 
ftoy pi his Niajelly's Ships of War to the Ofticert and Sea- 
IQ«ii employ 'd i" uking her, his Majefly may do it without 
the Agjhprity of ;^q Att of Parliament, and if any farther 
Pijwcrs ate wanted for encoitiaging our teamen, I am con- 
yinced, hi* ^Iaj«lly will apply to us for that Purpofe in a 
VC.cy jhort I'inie. U we bad fat for any Number of Days» 
and no foch Me/Tage bad b^en fent to us, any Gentlesun 
BUglit Jux^ Ukcn the Liberty to propofc what he thougbc was 
neccfTary for encouraging our Seamen, or any other Part of 
his Majclly's Subjcds, to attack and plunder the Enemy. If 
Wfl fhouU thtnik Uic firopoGuoa ccafOQabl^ and ncccBary for 
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|he public ServicCj it would be incumbent upcm ds to com- Annoij.Gecl 
ply wich it ; and the performing of our Duty, as Members "•_ »7i* 
of this Hoafe, can never be inc-onfiflent with the Rofptdl 
that it due to our Sovereign ; but, however reafonablc the 
Propoficion now made to us may be, however nrcriTary for 
the public Service, I am fure, it is neither ncccHaryt nor ir<< 
cumbent upon as, as Reprefencatives of the People, to enter 
ioto the Confideration of it the very fecond Day of the 
Sefiion ; and as it Is a PropoBtion that, in its oivn Nature, 
ought firtl to be brought before us by means ot a Mcflhge 
from the Crowa, i think we ought to wair, at lead for a 
few Days, in order to give his Majelly Time to confider 
and communicate to us, what he thinks maybe neccfliiry 
for encouraging not only our Seamen, but every individual 
Perfon in his Majcfly's Dominions, to concur and aJlifl in 
*igoroiifly profecuting the Warnow declared agaJnft Spair. 
< This, I think,. Hit, is the Icall wc cm do upon intt 
Oceaiion ; and therefore, 1 muft beg Leave to fay, thac I 
chink it would be, ia fomc mcafurc, taking AdvanLage of 
the Crown, to order fuch a Bill to be brought in, eveo 
before we have paid our Duty to his MajeHy in an Addrefr^ 
by way of Anfwer to his molt gracious Speech from the 
Throne. Therefore, I hope, the Honourable Gentleman 
will agree to hr.ve his Motion poltponed for a few Days^ 
becaulc the Conlidcratton of it may in that Time be re- 
commended to us by his MajcAy ; or if it fhould not, we 
may refume the Con£deratioa of it, without any Breach of 
that Duty whkh we owe to our Sovereign, i know that, 
daring the late War againll France, a Bill was brought in 
and pafied into a Law^ for giving »il Pn'sses taken from the 
Enemy to the Captors. As I have not lately looked upon 
that Part of our Journals, 1 cannot poOtivety fay, what it 
WIS that gave Rile to that Bill ; bat I am apt to believe, 
that it proceeded from fome Meflage, or Intimation front 
the Crown i and as it cannot be more acccfl'iry in ti.e prc- 
feot Wir, than it was in that, 1 can fee no Rcafon for our 
being in fuch a Hurry. 'I'he public Service cnnnnt fuffcr 
much by a few Days Delay, and by fucJi a Dchy, wc ihall 
avoid doing that, which may be toolurd on bym^ny, as an 
evident Sign of Difrefpeft to our Sovereign. 

♦ At prcfentrSir, I ihall not enter into the Merits of the 

Queition : but as I have the Honour to ferve the Crown, 

and conl"e<]ucntly mull know fevcral Faft% which fonic 

Gentlemen in tiiis HouiL* may rot be acquainted wich, ;i» I 

_^am at Liberty. I think myrelf obl-ged, upon this Occafion, 

Bio inform the Houle, that with /egird tothofe Prizes which 

Hf rovidcnce has already put into uui Ha.ndi, difFcreni Ap- 
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Annoiv^ra- ptlcationa have already beifD made ro hi» Majefty : One 
II. ^719- Irom the Captors, and another from the fuffi;rtng Merchants. 
^/''V^^ I hope k will be allowed, that Loth ought to be rcg-drded. 
The lormcr think they liave^ from Cufiom. a I itic to a 
very large Share of the Trizes, which have, by them, been 
t^kcn from the Enemy : 'I'hc latter have (uffcrcd greatly 
by the Enemy, and as Reparation is one of the Ends pro- 
pTofcd by our going to War, they think, they have a Title ■ 
to have lunie Fart of their Lofles made good, by appro- ■ 
prtatlngto tlat Ule Tome Share ot thofe Prizes that (ball be 
ukeaby hie Majcliy'a Ships of W»r. Both thefe Pctitton& 
are lounded on juiticc, and fur this Realon hit MajeAy haa 
already anfwered, that when a Value ia put upon the Prizes* ■ 
and the Ships and Cargoes diipoied of to the bell Advan- m 
tigc, bolh ihall be confidei ed. With regard ihcre'Oke to the 
rrize^ already taken, wc neither can. vonfulently with his 
JV/isjcfty's Promiie, nor ought we to give the whole to the 
Captors; and with rcg:Lrd to thofe that may hereafter be 
talt.cn, ] am in great Doubt, whether we ought to do lo by 
an ellitblilhed Law : His Mvjelly will certainly do fo, when 
hethinlts they dclerve it, siid as often its the i reaties noW'^ 
jubdiling between us and our Allies, .ind the juftice that is 
due to our injured Merchants, will admit of it; therefore,,-] 
I believe, the betl and the wifeli 'J'bing we can do, is to 
leave the Law as it Itaruls at preicnt. 1 am (ure, his Ma- 
jelly will never defire to make an Advantage to bimfelf by 
any Prize that Ihall betaken. The Captors will always be 
fuHicicntly rct\ardcd. and the Rcfidue, fo bras is confifteat 
with the Regard we ought to have lor our Allies, wiJI be 
applied either to the public Service, or tp make good the 
LoiTesofoLir Merchants. Thu3, whiilladilirettonary Power 
remains in the Crown, oar Seamen will have a proper Eii- 
couragemeoi, withont doing Injultice to any other Pjrt of 
his Mujclly's SubjuA^!', and without giving a jull Oficnce t» 
any of our Allies. W herciis, if by an ellabliftied and un- 
alterable Law we give the whole to the Capton, they may 
olten have more than ought, either in Juiliceor Prudence, 
tu te given them : ljiJLjlli<.e will, in my Opinion, be done 
to our fulTering Merchants, and we may give fome of thofe 
who are now our Allies, or at Icall our pretended Friends, 
a good Pretence (or joining with Spain againll us. 

* But as th^'fc Olje<itions, Sir, will be beit undcfftood, when 
the Bill comes regularly b^lore uh ^ (hall infitl no farther 
Mp9n tkrm atprelcnt. 1 he Ends propofcd by the Motion { 
highly approve of, and if the Bil! be calculated cFefloally to 
aoiwer thofe EnJs, I Ihall be ready to agree, not only to its 
being brought in, biu Co its being pstlcd into a Law, zh loon 
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« ij confiAent with, the Refpcfl we owe to the Crown, and Anno i j Geo' 

with the Methods and Formt of Proceeding in thisHoufe; '^l^'^?^ 

but, a» fuch Bills ought 10 owe tlicir Rife to lomc f-.Tt f 

Application from the Crown, and as it is a Bill of great 

Cofilcqucnce, I do not think it would be altogether con- 

fitlettt with either, to order fuch a Bill in the very fccond 

Dijr of [he Seffion. This, Sir, is my Opinion, and I aiij 

fonvinccd, ihete are rniny Gentleman in this Houfc of the 

iame Opinion ; therefore, I hope the Honoarable Gcnckr- 

roan wltl not, by infifting upon the Quertion, lay us under 

a NecflTity of giving a Negative to a Mocion which we 

ihould othcrwire iliolt heartily agree to, and which, if it be 

pollponrd but for a few Days, will, I believe, mcc: wiib 

an univerffti Approbation.' 

To this bamuct Sandys, Efq; replied as follows : 
61 R, 

* When I hcsrd the Motion made by my lion. Friend, Mr Sandys. 
I little expected it wuu'd have been oppofci. To fecarc 
ind encourage cifcftually the Trade of his .M.ijvl!y'3 Sub- 
jcfts to America, and to cncour.ige Seamer; to cn:er into 
hii Miijelly's Service, are Points of fuch great Coiifcqucncc 
to this Nation, and fo neccHary upon the prefent Occjfion. 
that I imagined every Gentleman would have been curious 
to fee what Expedients had been though: of for ihefe Pur- 
pofes. Surely, it muft be allowed, that our Tr.ide to Ame- 
rica is of the mmoft Confequrnce to this Kingdom j and £ 
am fure, it has neither been Iccurc, nor encouraged fjr »!• 
jnoA thefe 20 Vears palt : It muil ccruinly be allowed, th.it 
it is at all Tiroes, but efpccially ia Time of War, of great 
Confeqtience to the Nation to have our Seamen ready ;;nJ 
willing to eater into his Majefly's Service; and I am fare-, 
that tor I'everal Yc.irs pad, they liave been lo far Ctum 
befog ready and willing, that many of them have molt 
JnduUrioufly, and often even periloufly, avoided bcmg forced 
into his Mdjelly's Service. Gentlemen cijy mske De- 
clarations of the Regard they have for our SicAmen, and of 
their Readinefs to concur io any proper Meafurcs for their 
Encouragement. 1 am perfuadcd the Monourablc Gentle- 
man who rpoke lall w;is iincere in the D<:clarations he 
made. But it U not from our Declarations, but from our 
Anions, that thofe without Doors judge ol our Intentions ) 
«ad uolefs they feel the good EfFcfts of our DcclantJons, 
(hey will be apt (o judge amifj of our Sincerity. I have, 
in this IIouTc. heard many fangutne Dechraiicns 10 fiyour 
of our Seamen; indycr, I do not know by wh:it Miichance, 
that ufclul Body of Men have of lace Years been very little 
re£4tdcd, whUU oat mercenary I'roops, aa uiclclj and dan- 
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E Anno t ).Gco. gerous Body cf Men, have met with a]I poflible Favour and 
I'- *"JP- Encoursgcmcnt. Tiw former have been of laic Years fo 
C/"^^"^ often prefled into his Majelly's Service, and difmiflcd again 
vithout making the Advantages they might exped, chat I 
do not at all wonder to fee them now abfconding, and even 
venluring their Lives to avoid being forced into the Service. 
/kS [he Pay in his Majelly'5. Navy is not near equal to that 
given by Merchants, nothing can tempt them to enter on 
board the Navy, but Hopes of extraordinary Advantage by 
the Prizes they may take: Bui thcfc Hopes they have been 
of late fo ofien difappoirted of, that they began to defpur 
cf ever meeting again with any fuch Opportunity ; and the 
Difippointracnt the Bill now propflfcd met with two Year* 
ago adJcd not a little to that Defpair. Even when his 
Mrjelly's Orders for Reprifal were ifTiicd and publiflied, thejr 
doubled M they fhould be allowed to execute them as the/ 
ought, or have nny Share cf the Prizes they might take. 
Jt is chiefly owing to chefe Doubts, Sir, that we fttll find 
fuch .1 Di^culty to man our Fleet i and therefore, 1 ivilh 
the Kill propofcd two Years ago had palTcd into a Law, It 
could hive been attended with no Inconvenience, and would 
have been of great Advantage at the Commencement of a 
War. Wc have already (cvcrcly felt tbc Bifadvantage of 
not pafiing it at the Time it was propofed, and thereforCp 
in Duty to our Country as well as our King, we ought to 
take the firil Opportunity for rcftifying that Mlllake. The 
hell Mcthud for Ihcvving our IlcTped to his Majc(!y. h to do 
every thing we can for bis Service^ and to do it as loonaswc 
£nd it is become necclTary. To delay doing what we think 
ncccfTary for his MajcJly's Service, till it be applied for, or 
till he be advifed by tis Miniflers tp apply for it, may be 
a Teftirticny of our Refpcft for them, but it is a Breach of 
that Duty we owe to him. Jn all Cafes we ought to diQin- 
guifh carefully between the Refpcdl due to the Crown, and 
tlie Regard that may be claimed by the Miniikrs of the 
Crown. To the Crown wc owe a great and a finccrc Re- 
gard, but to Mtnidcrs none, but what they jullly acquire by 
their Conduifl. Nay, a Regard for the latter may often be 
inccnfillent with that Regard which is due to the former. 
Ofi hic Years Parliaments have (hewn a much greater 
Refped to the Miniflers of the Crown, than was ulual in 
foimer Ages; and i am under fomc Apprehenfions, that by 
continuing to flicw the fame Rcfpefl for a few Years longer, 
we Ih«ll at luft lofe all that Refpcfl wliich the People of 
tliis Kingdom ought to have for their Parliaments. It this 
fhou'd ever happen to be our Calf, wtiich God forbid f our 
hsppy ConllitLtlcii would be at an End : Our People cootd 
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aot then be governed by Parliaments, or bjr any fort of Anno « i-Geo. 
Civil GovernniCDC : They muft be ruled by a Staoding- 
Army. and a Military Sort of Goverrment. 

* I admit. Sir, that fomc Afts of Grace and Favour, fuch 
as Indemoitiu and the like, are ufually brought jnto Parlia* 
inent by a Meflige from the Crown ; but that nothing of 
a popular Nature ought to be brought into Parliament, 
without fuch a MeHage, is a Do^lrintr new and furprizing. 
At tbjj Rate no Law for the public Service, or for removinjg 
a public Grievance, could be propofcd in Parliament, with- 
out a previous Mcfiage from the Crown; for every fuch 
Law maft, in its own Nature, be attended with Popularity; 
and to introduce it without fuch a MeSage, might in every 
Cafe be called forcflatling the Favours of the Crown, with 
as much Jufilce as in ibe Cafe now before us. Such x 
Doctrine would indeed make Parliamenta very refpe^lful to 
his Majclly's Miniftera, but it would make them very ufelels 
to his Majcfty's Subjcfts, and of as liiilc Vic to his Ma- 
je0y himfelf ; therejbre, I hope, itwill never gain a Preva- 
lence in thisHoufe. As foon as wc are aCcmbled here, we 
are in Duty bound to confider what Laws are necef&ry for 
iKe public Service; and we are in t)aty bound to bring them 
in, and to pafs them as foon as wc can. If tbey are fuch 
as are popular, our Sovereign wil! always have a great 
, Share in that Popularity, by readily giving them the Royal 
AHent: Even his Minillers may have a Share in the Po- 
pularity, by readily giving their Concurrence in paffinj 
ihem through the two Houfes of Parliament. But if the 
King (bould, by the Advice of wicked Minillers, refufe hi* 
Aflent, or if the Minifters ihould oppofe them in Parlia- 
menty and thereby expole therafelvej to the Hatred of the 
People, they meet with nothing but what they deferve, and 
wbaie?er may be the Confequcoccs, they have ihemfelvea 
only to blame. For this Reafon . Sir, if there is any Popu- 
larity to be gained by this Bill, I hope thofc in the 
Adminillration will take Care to have a Share of it, by 
iving us their Ailillance to get it paded into a Law ; and 

think I have clearly flicwn, wecnn certify our Rcfpeft to 
his Ma]:;Jly no way better, than by bringing it in and palOng 
itwith all imaginable Difpatch. 

* I grant. Sir, that his Majcfty may without the Authority 
of an Aft of Parliament give the whole of every Prize to 
the Cap'.ors ; and I verily believe his Alajefly is of him- 
felf exiremely willing to dofo. Where then is the Harm, 
or where is the Dilrelpcft, in doing that by a L:iw, which 
his Majclly h willing to do cf his own accord f It may, 
*(ifl irtKr> be fromifed by ProclanaiioD : I (bink it ought to 
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have been promifed by Proclamation as faon 33 the Repn- 
fsli wen: jmblifbed i but to do To by »n A&. of Paniumenc is 
a more (olctan Way of doing it, and will add to the ConJi- 
dcnce, and confecj'jcntly the Encouragement of our Seamen. 
BefiJts this. Sir, it will prevent that Grievance fo intoler- 
able to att the Officers and Seamen in the Navy, which, 
g^ve Occafion to a Bill of the fame Nature in the late 
Queen's Time. We all know, that before the A€l of the 
6lh of Qufcn Anne, for the. Encouragement of the Trade 
to America, wc had a Prize-Offi.c eltablifhed, which had 
the Difpofal aod Diftribution of all Prixcs taken by her 
Majclly's Ships of War; and we likcwifc know, that a 
great deal of the Money produced by the Sale of any Prize 
Ituck to the Fingers of the Officers and Clerks cmploy'd is 
that OfHce. Now, as it is both better and e&fier to prevent 
than remedy a Grievance, and as fomefuch OfHce as this 
muA be now levtved, unlets fuch a Law be paiTed as is by 
this Motion intended^ [ hope the Bill now propol'cd wilJ 
inett with no further Oppofi:ion. 

' It does not appear from our Journals, Sir, that either the 
Law by which this Prize-OiRce was abolilhed, or any of 
the Regulations now "propofed to be rcviveJ, were owing 
10 any p:eviuU5 MtfTigc or Intimation from the Crown. 
Nnv', I doubt much, if the Law for dcmolifhing the Priac- 
Office was fo much as advifed, or fxncerely approvtd of, by 
tho!e who were at thr.t time the chief Mioitlert of (he 
Crown. The Minifl«rs in that Age were, 1 believe, fooe- 
thing like thofe we have in this j and I have always foa&d 
Mibiilcrs extremely unwillirg to demoliihany Of&cc where 
the Nontination of the Officers belonged lo them. On the 
contrary, they have alwiiyi been inventing new OfHces of 
this Son; and if at any time they found ihemfelves ooder 
the NcceHity of confcniing to the Demolition of fuch an 
OBice, they have generally taken the firlt Opportunity they 
could fafely lay hold on,fjr reviving it Tlicrefote, when 
a Law becomes nectfl^ry for demolifbing any fuch Office, 
or for preventing die EllabUfhmenc or Revival of fuCfa a 
one, J mult think tliat, if we arc to wait for a Meflage from 
the Crown for that Purpolc, do fuch Law will ever be palTed. 

• Having thus, I hope, I'ully arfwered the only Argument 
jKlvanced lor pollponing this Motion , 1 fhall next fay fome- 
thing to thole Objc^ion'i that have been made againfl 
giving the whole of the Priaiea to the Captors ; and here I 
hod ihe SuETcrings of our Merchants are to be made a 
Handle Bgaiolt giving the fame Encouragement to our 
Seaikien, that was given in the h(t War. Sir, J am glad 
tp find, chat we now begin co (hew fome Regard to our fuf- 
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ering M«rchant». No Man an more fenGbly feel the Anno i \.t 
liofl'es and MisfortoDes they have met with than I do, and ll_»7i9- 
tor this very Reafon, I »m for giving the whole or every 
Prize Co the Captors, bccaufe, I think, it is one of (be heft 
Methods for procuring them fuli Reparation and perpetual 
Security. Ic is not from tbc Prizes thut m.iy be taken 
during ihe War, that our Merchants can cxpcd fiiH Repa- 
ration. If we rcf.>tve to give them a large Share of every 
Prize, i am cfraid very few will be taken: and if we 
give them but a fmalt Share, the whole Amount will not 
near antwer the great Damages which they have buffered* 
daring the long Courfe of Time they have been left ex- 
pored to the Depredations and Jnfults of Spani^ Goarda 
Culla'a. It ifi from a vigorous Profocution and happy Jil'ue 
of the War, aod thence alone, that they can expe^ a fiill 
Reparation ; and theretore I am convinced, that moti of our 
inncring Merchants will, for the neceJTary EncDoragcment 
of our Seamen, fiankly refign the inhgnificant and partial 
Reparation they can expe^, by having a Share in iach 
Prizes as may be taken, in order to have not only a fiill Re- 
paration ior their pail Sufferings, but an abfolute Security 
for the future, by a happy and glorious lUue of tbc War 
we are now engaged in. 

' I am convtDcod, Sir, that the Honourable Gentleman 
pleaded Ua our Merchants having a Sliare in the PrL7£a 
entirely from the (JompajTion he has for their Sufferings ; 
but 1 mull beg Le»vc to lay, that i think ita fort of Com- 
pafiion, which can do no Service either to them or their 
Country ; because it cie^tes a kind of Oppofition between 
them and our Se.>roen, whrch is an Oppuiicion that, 1 be- 
lieve, very few of ihe:n will defire to propagate. It is 
fomething extraordinary, that we fiiould now tcllify fuch a 
CompalTKin for our (uffcring Merchants, when feme few of 
them may perhaps by a Petition have let themfelves in Op- 
pofuton to our Seamen ; and that wewere (o flow in relieving 
them, when ibe only Oppofition was, between them and 
tlio1« who plundered them, or who tamely allowed them 
to be plundered. For many Years we gave no Proof of 
ConpalTion for their Suferingg, but by fruitlefis Applications 
CO the Court of Spain ; and now we are engaged in War, 
we feem to be getting into as wrong a Method for (hewing 

kour Compi«flion» as we were in t^efore ; for 'tis certain, that 
the moll proper and cffefliwl Way is, to take every Method 
we c^i think of, that may any tvay conduce towarda bting- 
iiig ihe War to a happy and fpecdy Iflue. 
' But I tauA put Gent.emeo in mind, that ot the fame 
time we arc telU^irg our Compllton for choie th^t have 
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A-imo t i-Geo. (u^cndf we {hoold think of having a Compaflion for thoftt 
II i7jp. that may (iiScr ; for if wc do not, our iutorc SuiTerings may 

K,yy\^ far exceed (hofe that are pafl. For this Purpofe, Sir, the 
Bill now propofed to be brought In is absolutely neceflary. 
Id the prelcni War, if proper Care be not taken, our ^ 
Merchants may fufler valtly more by the Eoeroy's Prin-fl 
teers, than they have ever done by their Guarda CoAa's^ B 
To prevent this, we ought by all pojiible Means to en- 
courage oar Ships of War. botli public and private, to attack* 
and take or defl.roy thofe of the Enemy. Every one knows, 
tfaat there is very little to be got by caking a Privateer t 
and therefore we can hardly fuppa{e that our Privateera 
will attack, or endeavour to take or deftroy any one of the 
£ncm}''>i, unJefs we give them a Reward for fo doing. I 
know, that his Majefty's Ships of War are obliged to at- 
tack an Enemy, when any one of them ftill in their Way; 
but J am aTraid, that even fome o( his Majetly's Ships of 
War will mot be very diligent In looking out for fuch, or 
in cruifing where fuch only can be met with, unlefa we give 
ihem fomething more thnn they can exped by the Capture. 
This we foon became fcnfiblc of in the late War, and there- 
fore, by the Ail of the 6th of Queen Anne, for the better 
fccunng the Trade of this Kingdom, by Cruifers ancb 
Convoys, a Kcward of 5 /. for every Man oa board any 
Ship of War or Privateer of the Enemy's at the Beginning, 
of chc Ergagemenr, that fhould be taken by any of our 
Ships of War, public or private, was given to the Captors, 
over and above vfhit they could make by the Sale of the 
Prize. This Encouragement, Sir, was found ahfoJuiely ne- 
ceflary in the late VVar, and by Esperience proved to hive a 
very good Ei&£^. And as this is one of the Eocotiragements' 
intended by the Bill now moved for, I am furprizcd to find 
a Delay propoled by a Gentleman, who I am (ure has a true 
and ftitcere Regard for the Merchants and Trade of this 
Kingdom. To delay it but fur a icw Days, upon a preieoded 
Punftilio of Refpect to the Crown, may occafion the Ruin 
of feveral honefl Merchants, and a Ruin too, which might 
otherwifc have been prevented. Sir, it has already been 
delay'd {ix Months longer than it ought to have been. The 
War was certainly known atleafl by our Mlniflcrs, before 
the Eod of hit ScHion, to be unavoidable ; and therefore I 
niufl {ay. that if they had done their Duty, they them- 
(elves Ihould lalt Selfion have brought in that very Bill 
which they had fo great a Hand in throwing out but 
the preceding Seilion. They had time enough after the 
Xfth of May to have brought it in, and to have badicpaHcd 
into a Law before the Conclufion of the Seilion. I am 
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tare, thofe who brought it in before would have been To Anno t idd 
far from envying them (he Glory or Popularity of bring- ''■ *7i9- 

Jug it in a fecond Time, that they wopid have joined in V.^^V"'*^ 
getting it paired through both Houfei with the utmolt Dif. 
patch i and the pafliDg of fuch a Bill could not have tend- 
ed to alarm Spain To much, as the Vote of Credit did, 
which was palTed towards the latter End of laft Sellion. If 
fuch a Bill had pafled lal^ Seffion, I am convinced, our 
Merchants would not have fuffercd fo much as they have 
already done by the War. I am convinced, the Enemy's 
Privateers would not have traverfed the Seas of Europe 
with fo much Security and Impunity as they have done, 
^fince the Commencement of the War. 
H • This Encouragement, Sir, fo neceflary for tempting our 
^ Ships of War to look out for and dcllroy the Enemy's Pri- 
vateers, is what his Majefty cannot give without tfac Au. 
thority of Parliament ; at leaft, he cannot appropriate to 
that Purpofe any of the Money given for the public Service. 
He may, 'tis true, give it out of the Civil Lirt Revenue, 
and in that Cafe promife it by Proclamation. To have ad- 
vifcd him to do fo, would, I believe, have been one of the' 
befl and motl ^ithfut Advices that could have been given 
by his Miniflers ; and I wonder that thofe who now feem 
io jealous of depriving the Sotrereign of that Popularity, 
X may be acquired by Afls of Grace and Favour, did 
lOt advife him to do fo, especially as they bad ncglcdcd to 
provide for it, when it ought to have been done out of the 
public Revenue of the Kingdom. It might, by this Time, 
have amounted to a large bum. confidering the Number of 
Privateers the Enemy have fitted outagainfi us, cf'pcciaMy if 
our Ships of War had been difperfed, and properly (Rationed 
for intercepting them i but the more it had amounted to» 
the more Ettecm and Affi:Aion would have been acquited, 
not only by his MajeRy, but by thofe Counfeliojii who had 
■dvUird him to fuch a popular Meafure ; and the highelt 
£am it could have amounted to might, I believe, have been 
compenfaied by abolifhing or curtailing forae of thofe ufe- 
|]efs PcnfioQS and Salaiies, which are now paid out of the 
ivil Lift Revenue, and which may add to the Number of 
is MajeAy'f Servants and the Minilter's Flattcrert, but 
'sever can add to the Numberof his Majefty^s faithful Sub- 
jefls, nor to that of the Minifter's fincere Friends. 

* This, 1 fay. Sir, his Majefty might have done without 
the Authority of Parliament; bat as it has not been done, 
I little expert it will ; and therefore this Encouragcmenc 
ought as foon ai pulfible to be given, and provided for out 
of the pabltc Revenue of the Kingdom, which can no way 
Vol, VI. q. bc» 



I 



r.noi^Seo te. 



( H4) 

DOW propoJeJ. Bc£Jc9 this, bir, 
If- I71P- there .-ire ieveial Other Things tn(cn<3ed by Ihii Bill that can 
be done no way butby A£lcf Parlintnenti and therefore no 
Dehy ought to be made, upon any Pretence whatever, in 
biiiigingin and pall'mg it. '1 he very bringing in fuch a Bill 
will give new Spirits to thofe Seamen that have entered, or 
have been prcQ<:d into his MajtAy's Service, and will prevail 
with many, wfio are now ablconding, to appear and enter 
themlclvei on board fome of our Ships of War. We hear 
daily Coniplaimi of the Difficulties of manning our Fleet i 
and (Uz\l t^oie very Gentlemen who make them, out of a 
prrtcndud Pun^litio of Rcfpcfl to the Cro^n, put oft, but for 
a few Days, the moft proper Thing we can do for removing 
thofe Complaints I hut fuppufe we HiouM humour thofe 
Gcntten^cn, in their imaginary Refpei^^ for the Crown, b/ 
pollponing this Motion for a few Days, how are we fu 
that any McJT^gc \viU conic from the Crown in that Time 
And will not ttic Atguunei'.i for putting off the Aloiion bW 
'much llronger then, than it is now ; for if we ihould now 
poUpoDC the Motion, upon the Pretence that it would bat 
dilreipc^LfuIf I think it would Ihew not only a Difrcfpef^, 
but a Contempt, if we ftiouU at any time hereafter ord. 
■ Bill in for theCe l^J^pole5 without fuch a MeliHge ; the 
foiT, 1 hope, njy Honourable Friend wilt infilt upon hi< 
Motion ; I am fure, he 0]all have my hearty Concurrence. 
Sir Charles Wager fpoke next to this Furpofe ; 
S IX, 

Si^ Charle* • When any prefent Grievance is felt, or any future 

W'iM'-r. Grievance apprehended, and when the one cannot be le- 

moved, nor the other prevented, without a new Law for 
that Purpoc, it is our Duty to think of, and pafs fuch a 
Law ; but h.^ a Multitude of unneceflary Laws is as great a 
Grievance to Society as any it can btboar under, wc ought 
to be cxiremcly cautious of introducing aay new Law ; for 
if the Evil can be remedied by the Laws in being, this 
may, ptihap?, be our Cafe at prefent : Our Seamen ought 
to bcencouri'igcd : Our Ships of War ought to be encouraged 
to do their Duty : But 1 ihill be againit bringing io a Bill* 
till I am well convinced, that the Laws now in being areia 
this Rcfpeft deficient ; for the EviJs propofed by this Bill 
to be remedied, cannot be faid to be prefent Evils ; noa« 
of them have yet been felt ; and whether they may not be 
prevented by a dae Exerctle of that Power, with which cheS 
Crown is now io^'citcd, is a Qucfiion that, in my OpinioRafl 
admits of fome Uiflicuity. In the hie Queen's Time, it 
was not fo. The War we were then engaged in bad been 
carried on for leveral Years, uid the Prise-OfTice had bee* 



erience i 

^..j Officers and Seamen of her Majefty's Nav7. I had, at 'Lj^'' 

that lime, tlie Honour of being Commander of one of her V_^ir^i/ 

" "ajefty'9 Ships of War; and with regard (o one of ill e 

Piizcf 1 had the good Forcune to take, I remember, I was 

far from getting any thing hf it, that I was brought in 

3cbt to the Prize-Office. Thi» was a convincing Proof 

Ithat fome new Regulation was neccilary, with regard to ihe 

Iprizct taken by her Majefty's Ships of War ; nnd it had 

likewife been found by Experience, that our Ships of War 

had been a little negligent cf their Duty in looking out 

for» and attacking thoie of the Enfiny j which st that time 

niadc ihc Parliament, as well as the Govcrnmenr, think h 

neccfTary to give the Reward of 5 /. a Man, mentioned by 

the HonoQt^ble Gentleman that fpoke laft. Thcfe were 

Evils that were then prefentand feverely felt, and therefore 

it became neceiTiry to make then*w RcgtiUtronj which arc 

now propofed to be revived; hue the Parliament did not 

iben think, that thofe Evils wnajd recur, ur th^it tbofe Ke- 

Stadoiis would be neceffary in every fiitiirc War ; if they 
d, they would have made thofe l^ws perpetual : Wheie- 
|u chey were made temporary, and to coiulnue no longer 
Pthaa during the War we were then engaged in. Nay, I 
■ believe, if they had then but thought it prcbiblc, thactliore 
|£vils would alwayii recur, they would hare made thofe 
legulation* perpetual. Therefore, il we now form our 
[judgment upon the Opinion tliat then prevailed, we mull 
t^ippofe, that neither of thefe Evils will probably be felt in 
the prc'cnc War; and furely, we r.re not to increafe the 
NuiDbcr of our Lzws, which is HJrcady almoll intolfmble, 
by making new Laws for preventing Evils, that will pro- 
bably never happen. For my Pan, Sir, I believe the Ev-iU 
cannot happen during the prcfent : bcciufc, 1 think, his 
Majelty has it very much in his Power, by the Laws now 
in being, to prevent them. He has already rcfolved. that 
after xeierving fome Share for our fuffering Mercliants, he 
will give the whole RefiJue of the Prizca to ihe Caprora. 
This, I hope, will be a fufltcient Eipcouragcment for oLir 
Seamen to enter into his Majefly's Service ; confidering the 
rich Prises that may fall into our Hands, it will encourage 
the Officers of his Majelly's Ships of War to be vigilant in 
looking oat for the Enemy's Merchantile Strips; and as 
tbc Prcfermema in the Navy arc all at his Majtlly's Dlf- 
polal. I hope they will be bellowed in fucli a Manner, as 
ronft mike it neceflkry for every Officer in our Navy to be 
diligent in their feveral Stations, in looking oof for, and 
ukisg or deftroying every Ship of War bslongiog to the 
Q^ I linciuy. 
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Anno I ^Geo. Enemy, that they can mtet with and orercome. Thus, 

n. 17^9. hope, Sir, all the Ends that can be anfwered by the Bi . 
^/"V"^^ now propofed, may be attained by thofe Powers, with 
which his Majcfty is inveflcd by the Laws now in being; 
and if this can be done, I am fore it is ui)neceflary» and 
confequently would be wrong* to make any new liiw ior h 
that Parpofe. H 

* If there arc, his MajeAy mud be allowed to be the beft " 
Judge, whether any new Powers be wanted, either for pro- 
venting the Evils apprehended, or for conuibuting any Way 
to the vigorous Profecution, and happy Succefs of the War, 
I am fure, they will be applied for by his Majefly, as fooa 
as he thinks it proper and neceflaiy 10 do foi and cill then, 
wc ought to fuppofe, either thai none fuch are wanted, or 
that it is not yet proper to think of them ; fo that even 
from the very Nature of the Cafe, wc ought to wait for a 
Mcffage, or fome other fort of Intimation from the Crown, 
before we begin to think of Methods for encouraging our 
Seamen, or any other Part of hfs Majcfty 's Subjefts, to do 
their Duty, in the Profecution of the prefcnt War. If we 
bring in a Bill for this Purpofe, before we have any fuch 
Mcflage, or any Information, it may happen to be very 
impcrTe^ and defe£live; and thus we may be obliged C0{ 
bring in two Bills, for what might have been ealily done b;' 
one, which is a Confequeace we ougbt as much as poifibi 
to avoid. 

' Whatever other Gentlemen may think. Sir, of rh 
Refpeft that is due to the Crown, I thalt always be again; 
our doing what may in the Icalt look ]ike a DifrefpcA, 
when it is any way poiHblc to avoid it; and as his Ma- 
jefly has, by the Laws now in being, a fort of Property 
in every Prize uken by his Ships of War, I cannot but 
thinkf that it will look very much like a Piece of Dtf- 
refpeft in us. to order in a Bill for difpofing of that Pro- 
perty, without having his previous Conlent iignif/'d to us. 
This, I think, may be avoided, by pcflponing the Motion 
but for a very few Days, which I (hatl grant will be a 
Delay with refpcfl to the bringing in of the Bill, bol I do 
not think it will be any Deiay with rcfped to its being 
palled into a Ij.w; becaufe, when a Bill is haitily brought 
in, it generally requires mature Deliberation, and many 
Amendments in its Progrefs through the two Houfes, which 
alwayi ukes up a great deal of Time : Whereas, when it 
is maturely confidered, and fully concerted, before being ■ 
brought in, the iirlt Draught of the BiU is generally Co per-fl 
fe&, that it requires but few Amendments; and the Rapidi- 
ty pf ilaPiogrefs always bears a Propyriion 10 the Maturity 
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«f its firft ConcoAion. For this Rearon, a« thcpalTing of Anno 1 ;.Ceo. 
any law, neceffary for tlie Purpofcs intended by this Bill, ^I- i7Jp. 
will not be retarded by poftponing the Moiiofij I hope the (-/"V^J 
Honourable Gentleman will agree to it.' 
The Right Hooourable the Lord Baltimore. 
Sir, 
• Since thofe Gentlemen, who have Ipoke againft the Lonl Haiti- 
Motion, feem fo very fond of having a Meflage from the "wrv. 
Crown, 1 mull obfcrve, that his MajcUy's Speech is, in my 
Opinion, a MefTage fufiicient for warranting our agreeing to 
this Motion, or to any other Mcafurc, we think may con* 
tnbutc towards a vigorous Profecution of the prcfcnt War. 
His Majerty, in the very Beginning of his Speech, has 
told us. that he called us together, at this Time, fooncr 
Chan has been ofual of late Years, that he might have the 
immediate Advice and AlHllance of his Parliament, at this 
criucal and imporunt CoDJun£lure: and that he makes no 
Doubt, but he (hould meet with a ready and vigorous Sup- 
port in thii juil and ncccllary War. Does not his Ma* 
jefty, by ihefe Words, exprefly fignify his Pleafure, that 
we ihould immediately enter upon the ConiiJeration of 
what may be ncceflary for his Support in the prefent War, 
in order to give him our Advice thereupon ? And docs not 
he fiiew, that he expcdl!» wc (hould readily agree to what- 
ever we think ncccfliry for that Support ? The prefenc 
Qucftion therefore is not. Whether we fliall wait for a 
Mrffage relating to the Bill now propofed ; for if it be nc- 
ceflary, or may contribute to a vigorous and fuccef^fjl Pro- 
fecution of the War, we have already, in his A-fajcfty's 
Speech, received a Meflage; fo chat the only Quellion now 
before us ii, Whether the Regulations intended are ne- 
ceflary, or may contribute to encourage our Seamen to do 
their Duty in annoying the Enemy, and protcding the 
Trade of our Fellow-Subjefls in Europe and America, as 
much as (hall lie in their Power; and this, furtly, no 
Gentleman can pretend to be a Judge of, till he fees the 
Bill which the Honourable Gentleman propofes to bring 
in. i think therefore, that whoever oppofei this Alotion 
mull be of Opinion, that we have no OccaOon fur giving 
any new Encouragement to our Seamen to enter themfclves 
voluntarily on board our Ships of War, or to do their 
Duty when they aie entered; and this is an Opluloa. 
which no Gentleman can be of, that corftders the extreme 
Backu'ardnefs our Seamen Ihew, in entering themfclves on 
boArd his Majclly's Navy ; or that conildcrs the Inconvcni- 
enctes wc found ourfelves expofed to, in the Beginning of 

L Queen Anoc'i ^ ar. The former of thcfe Evils it what we 
now 
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J Gea now feel, tnd the latter wc muft certainly feci, from the very 
7\9- Nature of Things, anlefs wc make the (arne Provifion againll 
it, that was made in the hit War. If no (uch Provifion be 
made, a Piize Office muft be fet up; for tho* his Majefty fboald 
give the whole to the Captors, he cannot impower chem to 
appoint their own Agents for the Sale and Diftribucion of 
the Prize, without an AA of Parliament ; and if a Prize- 
Office be fet up, can any one cxpefi that the Officers and 
Clerks of that OfHce will be more honell, or lets rapacious 
in this Age, than they were in the laA? I am far from 
thinking we have improved in public Virtue fince that 
time: On the contrary, I believe, that a felfiih and rapa- 
cious Spirit is now more general than it was in thofc Days; 
therefore, I am convinced, that a Prize-OIHce will be » 
greater Oppreffion upon our Seamen in this War, than it 
was fourd to be in that ; and for tlus Reafon, I t^ink, we 
cannot provide too foon againfl it. 

* Then, with regard to the Encouragement to be givea 
to our Shipi of War, to atuck thofe of the Enemy, I ihall 
grant. Sir, that if all the Commanders of our Navy were 
endued with a true heroic Spirit, they would be as ready 
to attack, the Enemy where little elfe but bard Blows is to ' 
be got, as where the richeJl and molt dcfcncclefs Prize majp 
be acquired; but this Spirit of Hcroifm is now, I believe^ 
no more prevalent than it was in the laU Age ; and wilL, 
I am convinced, be found equally ineffcdual for the End 
propofed. If Rewards and Punifhments were duly and 
juHly diftributed ; if Merit only were preferred, and 
Cowardice or Negligence fcvereJy punifhed ; I mud confufs 
it would* in this refpefl, have a very good ESt&. upon the 
Officers of his Majcfty's Navy ; but witbouc derogating 
from our prefent excellent Miniften, I believe, i may Cay, 
that no greater Miracles can be cxpcflcd from them, than 
were pretended to by thofe great Men that were our Mn 
nilters in the Beginning of the late Queen's Reign ; and 
they, we hnd, were willing to take the Aid of an Aft of 
parliament, and a pecuniary Recompcnce, for encouraging^ 
the Officers even of his Majtfty'a Navy to do their Duty. " 
I hope our prefent Minilters will follow their Example; 
for whatever Efli;£l a jult DiAribution of Preferments may 
liave upon the Officers of our public Ships of War, it can 
have but very little Effedl upon thefe Ships of War that may 
be fitted out by private Men ; and in order to deltroy tbac 
Swarm of Privateers, that have been, and may be fitted out 
by the Enemy, I think it is worth our while to purchafo 
the Affiftancecven of our private Ships of War. 
• Sir, The Laws, hqvv propolcd to be revived, were 
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awfe temporary, bec&ure the Parliament then thought thttt Annoi }.G«o. 

would be no Occafioo for them in any future War, bat be- ^'■_ ^'ii* 

oofe ihey cooKI be of no Ufe bat in time of War ; and 

that Parliament certainty imagined, that after they had ia"- 

trodoccd the Precedent, the Parliament would never fail to 

revive them, as foon as any new ^'ar (houM break out. 

But I malt obferve, chat a Law'a being at firil made tem* 

porary, is no Argument againft its being of perpetual Ufe. 

It is, 1 think, a very prudential Caution in a free Country, 

never to make any Law perpetaal, 'till it is found by £x> 

perience to be a good Law, and no Way hurtful to our 

Conftitution. If this Caution had always been obferved, 

ieveral perpetual Laws now in being, I believe, would ne> 

ver have met with the Honour of being revived, iax left 

of being made perpetual. 

< The Honourable Gentlemen who oppofe this Motion 
are pleafed to tell us, Sir, that his MajcOy is the bell judge 
of the Quell ion. Whet her the Evils, now apprehended, may 
be pfcvenied by the Powers, with which toe Crown is ai- 
icady, by Law, iovefied, I wifli tbefc Gentlemen would 
leave his Majelly's Name out of this Quellion, as well ss 
every other. It is not his Majefty, but his Miniflers, that 

»liie are to fuppofe Judges ; and, I hope, his Miniftcrs will 
sot take it araifs, if I iay, that [ think this Houfe as good 
a Judge of this or any otber Queftion as they are. There 
arc (evcral Gentlemen in this Honfe, that know the Powers, 
with which the Crown ftands by Law invefted, as well aa 
MiniAers can do, and, I believe, they are more impanral 
judges i far Miniders are apt to be partial in Favour of 
the Powers and Prerogatives of the Crown, and to fuppofe 
them much more cxtenfive than they really are. One may 
eafily gue{s from the expired Laws that have been read to 
IIS, that feveral Things are intended to be done by this 
Bill, which cannot be done by any of the Powers with 
which the Crown now ftandt jnvelied ; and yet they are 
foch Things as every Man muft allow to be necefikry for 
encooraging hii Majefly'& Subjeds, of all Ranks and De- 
grees, to allill and lo do their Duiy in the Profecntion of 
the prcfenc War. For this Reafon, Sir, fuppofe oor Mi- 
xuftcrs had done all chat was in the Power of the Crown to 
do, tor the Encouragenenc of our Seamen in the prefenc 
War, yet it could be no Argument againft the Utility of 
ibe Bill now propofed. But when we conftder, that all 
has not been done that was in the Power of the Crown to 
do, it renders it not only aecellkry to bring in this Bill, but 
to bring it in as foon as pothbte. It was in the Power of 
the Crown tohaie prosufed to giv; the whole Value of 

every 
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Annoif.Geo. every Vthe to the Captors, This is fo Tar from having 
11. i?i)p been done, that wc arc lold, it is not to be done, I feel as 

V/'y*'^^ fcufibly as any Man the iSufierings of our Merchants, bat 
1 am not for putting the Encouragement of our Seameo* 
snd confetjuently the Succefs of the War, on a Balance 
with giving them a little immediate Reparation ; and there- 
fore, what the Honourable Gentleman^ who fpoke againil 
this Motion, has told us concerning the promifed l>iltribution 
of the Prizes already taken, is, in my Opinion, a ftrong Ar- 
gument for our bringing in and pafilng this Bill. His Ma- 
jelty has called us together fooner than ufual, in order to 
have our Advice: It then» his MinUlers have committed 
a MilUke, ought not we, in Duty to our Sovereign, to 
rcflity tiiat Miftakc aa foon as poiBbIc ? With regard to 
the Prizes already taken, no Gentleman, I believe, will 
be for altering any thing his Majeity has done; but with 
regard to ^11 future Prizes, 1 hope we fhall give the Sea- 
men the whole, in order to encourage them to be vigilant 
and aflive in doing their Duty. No fuffering Merchant* 
that has Pradencc and a Regard for his Country, will re- 
pine at this i becaufe if we pufh the War with Vigour, 
and Providence does not declare againil U5, we (hall ob- 
tain full Reparation for them by an honourable Peace, 
before, perhaps, even the Prizes already taken Iha II be dif- 
pofed of and divided amonglt them. Btic fuppofe, Sir, it 
were tight to give the fuffering Merchants a Share of every 
Prize, ought not this Share to have been afcertained and 
publicly declared before now, ihat our Seamen might have 
known what to expeil from the Prizes that were to be ta- 
ken by their Cooduil and Courage ? Difcreiionnry Powers 
are, I know, of all Powers, the greatefl Favourites with 
Minifters ; but thofe Minifters mull have a moH exirava- 
gant Love f»r dlfcretionary Powers, who will not depart: 
from them or limit them, even by their own Ad and Deed, 
in a Cafe where the Succefs of their Country depends upon 
a Limitation of fomc kind or other. At p relent our Sea- 
men do not know, that they are to have any Share of the 
Prizcb they cake; and this may probably be one of the 
Reafons that has made them appear fo much averfc to hi» 
Majcfty's Service. If our Minifters have refoSved, after 
refervjog a fmati Share for our fulTcring Merchanu, to give 
the who e Refidue to the Captors, why refervc this Rc- 
folution in Pcito? Why not publiHi it by Proclamation? 
This is what they might have done by Virtue of the 
Powers now lodged in the Crown : This would certainly 
have been been more agreeable to our Seamen, than to re- 
main in that Uncertainly, under which [hey labour at pre- 

lent; 
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etit; a»d fince it has oot b«n done by Proclamation. I Annor;.GHj; 
think wc ought ai foon as po&ible lo endeavour to do it by ^- ' 73P. 
A& ot Parliament. In fuch a Cafe, lha]| wc wait till the V^/'VN^ 
[MiniAers come and defirc as to rc^ i fy thrir MiAakesf 
;SDrely no Member of this Hooie will lay, that fuch a fJe- 
Uy would be conllOent with the Duty, or the Dignity of 
■" liament. 

If the fiill now propcfed were a Bill that had never 
been thought of before, there might be fome Occalion for 
mature Deliberation. Bjt this is not the Cafe: The Bill 
roovcd for I& no new Bill. It is a Bill only for renving a 
Law that was found neceflary in the lad War, and which 
from the Nature of Things muft appear to be neccflary in 
this. Bcfjdcs, the very Bill now propofed was fully cons- 
idered, and actually brought in two Years Ago: 1 believe 

'icre will be Occafion for very little Alteration, unlef:) it be 
in the Preamble; and if any in the AdminiOniiion think, 
that there were Faults or Deficiencies in the furmcr BilJ, it 
is to be hoped they will affill in drawing up this in order 
to have thole Faults or Deficiencies reftificd ; therefore I 
can fee no Rcafon for poltponing the Moiion, nor do I 
think, that the Delay thereby occafioned can be made good 
*>y any Difpatch that can afterwards be given in pafling it 
'through the feveral Branches of our Legiflature » for 
which Reafon, if the Quefticn be pnt upon roy Honourable 
Friend's Motion, and I hope he will not part with it, X 
ihall certainly give my Affirmative to the QuelUon.' 
John Howe, £fq; $ 
Si r, 
* I have read over and confidcred his Majefly'j Speech John Howe, 
with as much Care as I ever did any thing, and if I may ^^ 
be allowed to underlland the Englifh Laogoagc, I am fure, 
there is not a Word in the whole Speech that can be (up- 
pofed to rqlatc to the Bill now moved for. With Tcg:ird 
to the Supplies neccflary for the Service of the cnfuing 
Year, the Speech may, indeed, be allowed to be foine Sort 
ofMeflage, and I hope we fliall comply with it both readily 
and uoanimoufly ; but with regard to any thing elfe, we 
may, I think, as well call it a Prayer, or a Command, as 
a Me(tage. His Majefly has told us, ^tis tnic, that he 
has called us together fooner than ufua), in order to have 
oar Advice at this important j'jnflure ; but if we have any 
Advice to offer, we ought to do It by an Addrets, which it 
the afual Way of com mimics ting our Thoughts to the 
Vot. VI. R Crown, 
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Atro 1 J.Geo. CrowD) wicli regard to any thing we think ooglit to 
!'■ i7)f> done. T muil tbink, tbac it is a pretty odd, aod a nev 

K,^y\^ Way of iffcru.g At-vice to tlie Crown, to do il by Way of 
fill), and by a Sort cf Bill too, tlut makes a dired Incroach* 
jrjeniupon the Frcr* gativc Ro>. I » fot if it be intcoiied by 
Jhe Bill now propo cd to gne tlie whole of every Prize to 
the Captors, I mull lay, the Bill will be n direA Ucroacb- 
ment upon the Frcrogitives of tbe Crown, among whichi 
that cf having the Difpcfition and DiAribucioo of every 
thing taken from tbe Enemy is certainly one. 

* By cur prefeiit Ct'nilitution, Sir» the Crown may dif- 
jwfe of what is r^kcn from i)ic Enemy, as a Reward to th^ 
Captort, and to encaur^ge others to rahe as much as cbey 
can from the £tiemy ; io which Cafe^ ihe Crown has lb9 
Power of proportioning that Reward to tbe Behaviour of 
■ each Man concerned in tiic Capture, which wil) alwayi 
have a grent E^tQ. upon the Behavjou^ of private Mecf 
wherea.-, if you give the whole thus by the Lump to iJh 
Captors, you put it out of the Power of the Fu'jiic to re- 
ward the Br&vcry, or punifh the Indolence of ary OfBccf 
or Seaman couccmed in his Majcity's Navy. The whole 
will depend upon the Chance of War, which, io every 
fort of War, mull be allowed to be very whimJica), 
bat in a Naval War it is more whimiical than in an/ 
other. A rich Galleon, or Spaniflt Kcgilier Sbip, may 
cfcape a moll diligent Aumiral or Capiain in ilie Well- 
Indies, or about the Canaries; and by mere Accident may 
fall into tlie H-inds ot a mod 11o;hful anJ negligent Com- 
mander upon the Coafls of Spam. In this Cafe, furcly, it 
would be Juilicc to give fome Part of ihc Prize to chofe who 
h2d been diligent m looking out for her, ard but a very 
fmall part to ihoie tvho, periiaps fay their Sloth, and not 
by their DiiigencCf had met with her ; but if the Bill now 
propofed Hiould pals into a Law, tbe floihful may have tba 
who'?, and thole who were diligent, and perhaps by that 
Diligence threw tlte Privie in the other's Way. may have 
noiiimg. What an Effcd this mull have upon the Belui- 
viour boih of our OHicer> and Scamca, 1 fluJl kavc to,tbore 
that hear me to conlidcr. 

< In nU other limited Governments, Sir, the Power of 
the (upreme Magiiirate is always made more rxtei)liv« in 
time of War, in proportion as the VVar is more danger 
Amongli the Rom.ine, who were as jealous of tJieir _, 
^ bettick ss any People ouguc m R(;aron lo be. a mollabfolui) 
m\d arbitiary Govcrmncnt a.wjiys took Place, when the 
found themlielves engaged in a d.irgctous War. What il 
prefent War may be to iiu& Nauon, no one can tell : 

granU 
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grant, we have yet nogrut Keafoo to be much afraiJ of iti Anno ij Geo 
Coorcqoencei : Ai long as Spain jlands finglc and iilutie 
agiinil uf, 1 believe we never fliall : But who knows wliai 
other Power* may engage? And if Tome of the other 
Powers vf Europe (hould engage agairiR ui, they may 
rendier the War roi only burthcnfjmc, but dangerout ro 
this Nation i in which Cufe, I (liould not think it very 
prudent to put Keflmlnts upon the Power of ourSovcrcign^ 
which Our Conliiiuiion is vfty little acqoainted with, and 
whofe CVofcijuenccs wc had no Opjiortunliy of knowing 
lit tKe late War, both hecaufe it lallcd but for a few Vcara 
airer the Regulations, now propofcd to be revived, were 
made I and fccaure, from the Time they were made, itwat 
mher a Land than a Naval War, the Enemy Having bevti 
ia fotDc Mcafurc drove quite out of the Seas fotne time bc- 
^rc the 6th of Queen Anne. 

* But, Sir, foppole there were no ObjeSioh to be made 
Igainll any of the Regulations intended by the Bill now 
moved for, what Occarion hnve we to be in fjch a Hurry, 
at CO order the Bill in the very si Day of the Seflion f 
Let the Bill be brought in, and pafTcd when wc will, we 
Unnot make it commence till after ChriJImas , becaufe by 
Treaties long fince entered into, we are cngi'.ged to rcftore 
11 Goodi and Bf^citu found on board the Ships of any 
~ation we are at War with, if upon Examination it 
\\ appear, that they bolonged to any of our Allies, and 
lit the Ship wa» uken within lo many Weeks in the Seas 
■ Europe, or fo nuny Months in the Seij of Africa or the 
!odics. after the DccUration of War. Now, ai the War 
igiinil Spain was declared but ihe 23d of Oflober lafl. we 
cannot pretend to give to the Capiort the Goods or Effects 
of our Allies, which may be taken even in the Seas of 
Europe before Chiijfmni next ; therefore, if we were now to 
pafi the Bill, as w>:]| as order it to be brought in, ve cou'd 
fiot tnjke it begin to lake Efi..dl bcfbrc ibmc D-iy in January 
next; and bctote that timi", it may be paflcd into a Law, 
even though i: fliould not be brought in, or ordered 10 be 
t)to\Jght in, for this Week or ten I>ays to come, for this 
Kcdlon. Sir, I can fee no Occafion for being in a Horry 
about ordeiitig thit Bill 10 be broygh! in, cWially asfome 
tjcntlcnien (ecm to think it incotili;icnt with that Refpcfl 
which is due to Crown ; for fincc p^lTmg the Bill can have 
DO ES'cl^ tiil tt^ Dy of ill Commenccmeni, and fincc polt- 
poning tf (tie Motion will not po!!ponc the Day of its 

ICotnmcDcement, I think we ought to have fo tnuch Com- 
ptaiEance for one another, as to puOponc a Motion which 
puy, U a few Days hence, be uminiiuouny agreed to, evca 
R» by 
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^mii^Geo.by thofe who this Day find fault with its having been 

U- «7?P- made. 

^'''^\J * Sir, I Ihall always be againA our Ibewing a Refpeft, 
either to the Crown or to Mini(lcr&, that is inconfillcnt with 
the Dignity of this Hoafe ; but in the prcfcDt Caft, I mutl 
think the Delay dcfircd (o far from being inconfiltcnt with 
our Dignity, that I tliinlc it would be inconfiilent with the 
Refped we owe to the Crown, not to comply with it. !■ 
even wifh the Motion had not been made, till fome Mef^ V 
Jagc for that Putpofe had been fent to us from the Crown, 
The Bill is certainly in its own Natore a Bill of Grace 
and Favour : Our Seamen will look upon it as fuch, and 
will think themfelves highly obliged to thofe who were 
the Authors of it. For this Ruafuii I wiih, the firfl Step 
towards its Introduction bud been made by the Crown : I 
think we aie in Duty, as well as out of Refpofl to bis Ma- 
jeUy, bound to allow fuch a Bill to owe lis Birth to him. 
Jf the Motion be poftponcd but for a few Days, we may 
probably have a Meflbge from his Majelly for that Purpofe ; 
and furcly thofe who think it a rigbc i'hing, wilt be willing* 
his Msjclly (huuld have the Merit of propofing il. ThflH 
Motion that has been made will derogate a little from tha^| 
Merit i but as I am convinced, that no Gentleman has ■ • 
greater Regard for his Miijcfly than the Honour-able Gentle- 
m^in who made the Motion, I hope th^t now, after he has 
conOdetcd it, he will endeavour to leffen the bad Hffc&s it 
may have, by preventing its appearing in our Votes, which 
he m.iy prevent, by not infilliog upon the Quefllon.* 

Mr. Howe was anfwer'd by Edward Hooper, Efqi ^| 

Sm. ^ 

Ea»aril « As [ was one of thofe that were fanguine for having 

Ho->pcr, Efqi g ^m (jf (his kind paiTed into a Law two Years ago, when 
it was aclually brought in, it cannot be expcflcd tliiit 1 
ihoold be sgninit it now, when fuch a Law fccms to be more 
jli^ccfTary than it was at that Time. Yet, I own, if the 
Motion had not bten made, I (hould have been againft 
making tt fo very early in the ScfGon. But now, that the 
Motion is made, I fhitl be sgalnll its being poHponed t 
and I hope no Gentleman will think of having a Nega- 
tive pa; upon it. Whether it appears in our printed Vote* 
or no, it will be heard of without Doors. Even the Po- 
pulace, ;md paiticularly our Seamen, will bear, that fuch a 
Motion has been made in P.-irliament, and that it was made 
without EiFcd, which will be attended with very unlucky 
Confcquccccs. Wc are engaged in aWar with an Enemy 
that canaot be attacked by u^, nor can they attack us, but by 
Sea. For ibis RcAfou, we have Occafton for a great 
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brr of Seanvn ; for without them, we can neither attack Annoi j. 
ihe Enemy, nor defend ourfelves. From whatever Caufes 
it may proceed, we find by Experience, that our Seamen 
arc unwilling to eater into his Majelly's Service. In thefe 
Circumllancc3, will not our putting a Negative upon this 
Motion, or even our pollponing it, render our Seamen 
more backward than ever, to enter into his Majeily** 
Sem'ce? It will be impofTibleto make chcm underlland ibe 
Reafoni ftlTigned for pollponing it, or to make them believe 
that it will be Ihortly refumed : They will took upon the 
Delay as an abfoluce Rcfurat to bring in or pafs fuch a Bitt. 
and thereupon they will naturally reafon thus with them- 
felves: What (hould we enter into the King's Service for? 
We can have higher Wages of the Merchants ; and by what 
has happened in Parliament we may (ec, that we arc to 
kave no Share, or but a fmatl Share, of any Prizes we take. 
Win not this make them avoid entering into his Majefly'a 
Service as much as they can ? And this mull of courfe re* 
nrd, if not difappotnt fome of our Defigns agninft the 
Enemy. As I am convinced the.Law now propofed will 
not only incrcafe the Alacrity of our People, but intimi- 

Idate oar Enemies, I am forry to find no Intimation in his 
Majelly's Speech relating to its being revived. Had fuch a 
Xjaw been recommended to our Confideraiion from the 
Throne, it would have convinced the World of, what [ do 
not doubt, his Majefly's Intentions to carry on the War 
with the utm'bll Vigour. 
• The Honourable Gentleman who fpokc !a(l has told us, 
that the bringing in of fuch a Bill can have no EffcA till 
it be paflcd into a Law. Sir, 1 muft beg Leave to diifirr 
from him. The very Motion for bringing it in, the Motion 
that IS ROW before us, if ic be agreed to, will have a very 
great and good EfxO. It will (hew our Seamen, that they 
are to have the whole of every Prixe they take divided 
among them, and managed, difpofed of, and dillribulcd by ■ 
Agents chofen by them^lvea. This will make them con- 

IJider, that befides their Wages they have a good Chance of 
enriching themfelves and their Families^ by being in the 
KingS Service; and chit will of courfe make them fond 
of Iwing in the Service. 1 believe there will ftill be a 
Want of Seamen, as there always muft be at the Begin- 
ning of a War, anicfs we keep in continual Pay a largo 
Body of Seamen, even in lime of Peace ; bat it will pro- 
hah\y remove that Wantot Seamen in his Majctly's Service, 

I which is now f& fcofibly felt, and fo much complained of, 
eren by thofe who sre lor poflponing this Motion. There- 
fore, do Dot let ai do a real Injury to his MajeOy'i Seivfce, 
by 
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Anr.013 Geo. by fliewtng an unfeafonable^ and perhapsi may fayanima- 
II. i?js>. ginary kejpeii to the Crown. 

V*/'*V"^/ • I Was. indeed luiprized. Sir, to hear it pretended, or 
infini]..teu, that we could not make this Bill commence till 
ttic Moiitii uf January next, becaufe of the Treaties between 
Ub, iind lonie uf the Powers of Europe, who are now our 
Allies and good Friends. ] know, Sir^ that by fome of 
thofe Treaties, the Goo s of our Friends or Allies are not 
to be confikated, tho' found on board an Enemy's Ship, if 
it fhill appear that ihole Goods were fliipped on board that 
Yeflel belore the Declaration of War, or within fo many 
V'eeks or Months i;fieV the Declaration of War as are 
mentioned in the refpeAive Treaties. But what haa this to 
'do with the fiiil now propofed to be brought in^ Our Sea- 
jnen are not by this Bi 1 to get any Title to a Ship or Cargo 
taken Irum the Eiivmy, till both be condemned by our 
Courts of Admiralty, ai lawful Prize. Can the Goods of 
Friends, tho* found on board an EnLmy's Ship, be con- 
demned as lawful Prize, when it appears that thofe Goods 
ought by Treaty, or by the Law of Nations, to be reftored 
to the proper Owners? In this Cafe the Law is extremely 
plain, and C^re will certainly be taken In the drawing up 
of the Bill not to alter it, or render it doubtful by any 
CiauJe, or any Exprefiions in the Bill. The Bill is to be 
drawn up upon [he Plan of thofe expired Laws, that have 
been read to you i and can it be faid that there is any thing 
in either of them, that coald authorize a Judge-Admiral 
to condemn as lawful Prize all Goods found on board aa 
Enemy's Ship, even tho* it ihould be made appear, that 
fome of them belonged to the Subjefls of a Nation in 
TricndOiip with us ; and that they were Ihipped on board 
that Vcllcl before our Declaration of War againlt Spain, 
or even afer that Declaration, but within tiie Times re- 
fpe£tively limited by I'reaty i What then Ihould hinder us 
irom making the Bill begin to have £Se^, as foon as it 
fhall receive the Ruyal AfTent? Therefore, we ought to 
pdfs the Bill as foon as poflible, becaufe it will encourage 
the OiEctrs and Seamen ot his Majefty's Navy to be 
watchful and diligent in looking out for,, and taking all 
Ships belonging to the Enemy ; and we ihould, as foon as 
po^ble, order the Bill to be brought in, becaufe that very 
Order will induce our Seamen to enter themfclves voluo^ 
tarily on board his MajeAy's Navy. And as our poil;- 
pgning or difagreeing to the Motion, now it is made, will 
have a quite contrary EfFeA, when Gentlemen conliderthe 
Circumltaaces we are in, 1 hope they will depart from their 
f ua£tiIio of Keff cd to the Qtowa, and mUow the Motion 




what iiougkcto have, tbeuoaiumous Approbation Annoi^Gca 
9i this Houfc.* , Ji-iJ^ 

P' Then Sir John Bvnard (poke in Effect ai follows : w^y>-* 

Sir 
* I find (tiM the Genttcnieo. who oppoGe this Morion, Sirjotiti 
pretend that • Rej'ped (or chc Crown is ihe chief Laufc of ^^""^^ 
tbcirpftfenc Oppornion; and that they are not againlt the 
Bill, but againit it^ being moved Icr, till we have tomt; Mef- 
iage from hia MjjcUy for chat Furpoie ; but f mullobicrve, 
thai mcll of them hiive faiil fevcrnl Things ngainO ihc 
Bill iticif; and therefore, as fome of them may be fup- 
j pofcd to have fomc Influence in hb Majclly'i Councils, t 
H am atraid thxt, if wc poJlpone the Motion till wc have a 
V Me^ge from the Crown, we muU pollpone it till the End 
of the War. The Point rflaJIy io Difputc is, about uking 
from the Crown one of tliol'c dilcrctlonary Powers, ii is ac 
prefcnt poflcAed of; and in Ouch a Difpurc, Sir, J am no 
Wajr furpriz«l to hear the Continuance and Utility of that 
Power argued for by the GenUemco, who have, or the Fa- 
Tourites of ihofe who have, the Exercife pf all the difcre- 
Uonary Powers of the Crown in their Hands; for Mi- 

Iniitcrs are extremely apt to fancy they fee great Advantages 
in every Prerogative of the Crowo, aid to bequice blind 
to the Diliidvaaugca tc may be attended with. But as I 
iiavc not the Honour to be concerned in cxcrciiiRg any 
ftich Powera ) nor, I believe, the Fortune to be much in 
the good G/aces of tbofc that are, i can judge of the dif- 
cretionary Powers of the Crown with lefs Prejudice; and 
1 can iay wiihou; I-Var, that I am agaiolt all fuch, where 
they are sot ablbluccly ncccfljry ; for I look upon a dif- 
crciiotiary Power lo be very near a-kin to an arbitrary one; 
and atn therefore for having as icw iuch ^pofllble. Ai pre.* 
icQt the Crown has, 'cis true^ the fule Property in all Prizes 
bJccn from the Enemy by his Majclly's Ships of Wart 
but I muU beg Leave to obfeivc. that this Property it veiled 
in the Crown on)y as Trallce for the Public ; bccaufe the 
whole ought to be dtfpolcd of in the mofc prudent Manner, 
£)r the Benefit of ttie Public ; and Mioiiiers may ^e pa< 
aifhed for a Mifapplicaiion of that, as well as any other 
Propciiy belonging to the Public ; fo that the Power of 
dilpofing of ibole Prizes is not, even as the Lsw Hands at 
prelent, altsgether dilccetionary, nor is it near fo arbitmryi 
w fome People may perhaps imagine. As our Laws Usnd 
u prefcnt, the Crown, or rainer the MiniAcrs of the 

t Clown have> I admit, a difcretionary Power to apply the 
Produce oi thofe Prizes, that nay be taken fram the 
KiiMtf by k^ Majell>*a Ships of War. u> wiiat public 
^crvjcea 
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rvtccs they pleafc, and in what Manner they pieaic. 
i [houghc ihst the Power they have would always, or even 
for ihe tnoA. Part be made ufe of, in the moft juft and pru- 
dent Manner, for the Service of the Public, and for that 
only, I (hould be loth to take it from them } I know it 
might be of great Semce to leave it in the Power of the 
Crown to grant a larger Share of the Prize to fome of the 
Captors, than to others ; and fomctimes to grant a Share 
of the Prize, even to thofe who were not immediately 
CODcerncd in the Capture. I know that fome of thofe 
who have, by a Law, a Title to their Share of a Prize, 
may fomctimes behave in fuch a negligent, or cowardly 
Klanner, as to deferve Punishment rather than a Reward; 
and therefore it would be of Service to the Public to feave 
a difcrctionary Power in the Crown» to rcwird the Captors 
according to their fcveral Deferts, if it could be expedcd 
that thia Power would be wifely and juftly spply'd ; but ' 
this ii not to be expeded. Thia Power will, I am fure, ' 
like all other difcrctionary Powers, be often abufcd, and ^ 
it may be made to lerve very bad Purpofes ; therefore I 
am for putting an End to it, by veiling the Property of 
«very Prize in the Captors; and to this I am the more in- 
clined, becaufe I know, that all the Officers and Seamem. 
In the Navy, at leaft thofe who have the greatell Merit«j 
would chule it. 

But fuppofe. Sir, his Majefty were to grant the whoIe,| 
<M- a certain Share of every Pri2e to the Captors by Pro- ' 
damation ; yet the Inconvenience of a Prizc-Ofiice wtxild 
flill remain; Without an A& of Parliament he cannot im- 
powcr the Officers and Seamen to name their own Agents : 
He cannot by Proclamation order, tliat with relpe£t t* 
this Momioation, the Minority of (he OfHcers concerned 
ihall be determined by the Majority ; or chat the Minority 
of the Ship's Company concerned (lull be determined by 
the Majority ; therefore without an A£t of Parliament the 
Grievance of a Prize-Ofhce muft ftiU remain, and it can- 
not be expected that ic Ihould be a lefs Grievaivce now, 
than it was found to be in the late Qaeen's Time. When 
the Agents are named by MiniHcrs, tbcy are not only apt 
to levy exorbitant Fees and Perqaifties upon the Officers 
and Se^imen concerned, but they are apt to keep the whole 
Produce in their Hands for a long Time, or for ever, if 
they can. It is now twelve or thirteen Years fince our laft 
Skufflewith Spain ; and, I believe, fome of the Prizes whick 
were then taken, are not as yet accounted for : I believe, 
the whole Produce of fome of them remains yet in the 
Hands of thofe Agents, that were appointed by the Crown ; 

whicJk 
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•wliich. J am (ire. would not hive been (he Cafe, ii the Anno i ; Geo. 
Agents had been appointed by the Oificcrs and Seamen 'LJJI^ -* 
concerned. ^i^y\J 

* This Inconvenience therefore muft ftill {ubnR, tmleft 
Ibme fuch Bill, as what is now propolcd. be broagbt in, 
and pafied into a Law ; and beildes chis, feveral other 
Thingi are iDteoded to be elbblilhed by this Bill, which 
will be of great Service in the Prorccalion of the prcfent 
War j and which cannot be ellablifhed any other Way than 
by an Aft of Parliament. The 5 /. per Man, Reward, can 
be given no other Way ; and in my Opinion, it is abto- 
lutely necedary to give it, in order to encourage our Ships 
of War 10 deftroy thofe of the Enemy. Preferment mny 
be one Motive, but that Motive is not of itfelf fufiicient, 
even tho' duly and regularly bellowed, which can haidly 
be expelled ; for true Merit is feldom the moil prevalent 
Title to Preferment. A pecuniary Reward is a Motive 
much more certain. Money often makes Men do what 
nothing elfe can make them do. Without fuch a Reward, 
it U not to be ejtpefled that any of our Privateers will at- 
tack ihofe of the Enemy. That Privateers feldom attack 
rooe another is become almoft a Proverb in every Nation 
Df Europe. In King William's War the French and 
Spaot(h Privateers often met in the Bay of Bifcay. They 
were upon oppofite Sides in the War* but did they ever 
attack one another ? No, Sir; when they met, they faluted, 
like good Fricflds, wiihed one another a fuccefsfu] Trip, 
and went upon their refpcdivc Bufioefs. No one of them 
ever fought another, but once, that the Captain of a Spani(h 
[ Privateer, and the Captain of a French one had a perfonal 
Qgarrcl at a neutral Port, whereupon they failed out to 
Sea, and engaged their two Ships in the Quarrel. If we 
luve a Mind therefore to have the Enemy's Privateers de- 
I Itroy'd, we muA tempt our own by a pecuniary Reward, a& 
L well as the Hopes of Preferment, to attack them ; and this 
H can only be done by AA of Parliament. 
H * Laltly, Sir, with regard to the Encouragement intended 
Hby this Bill to be given to private Adventurers, to atuclc 
^V and take fome of the Dominions belonging to the Enemy : 
V This too can only be done by Adt of Parliament. His 
m MajeAy may incorporate them by Charter ; but he cannot 
by Charter impower them to latl within the Limits of the 
Souih-Sea Company's Charter, thofe Limits being exclu- 
rivaly citablifhed ami fecored to that Company by A£l oi' 
Parliament. N'ay, I doubt, if his Majelly^s CommiiHoa 
can give our Privateers a Right to lail within the Limits of 
Cbac Company's Charter, becaufe by AA of Parliament i& 
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Aflnfti i-Geo. is dwlared, that every other Pcrfon, bcfides ibofc employ'i 
n. «Tjp. by the Company, that fliall freqoent or trade to the South' 
^y'V'^\J S«as, fiwil forfeit the bhip and Gocds, and double the Va- 
lue (hereof. In our prcfent OrcumHances tberefarc, x 
new Lbw is abfolutely neccflary for impowering our Priva- 
leers and private Adventurers to fai] within the Limits of 
that Company's Charter; find till fuch a Law be paJTcd, 
we cannbt propofe to make any great Advantage of the 
War; for which ReaCon, I hope the prefent Motion v/il 
not only be infilled on. but agreed to.' 

The Right Hon. Sir Robert Walpole then flood up,' 
and delivered his Sentiments in Subllance as follows : 

S I R, 

Sir RoLcrt * Whatever other Gentlemen may think, I can fee no 

Valjiolc. Reafon why we fliould be now more jealous of the difcre- 

tionary Powers lodged by our Contlitutlon in the Crown^ 
than wc were heretofore ; for, I am fare, no Man can fay 
[hat his prefcnt Majclly has ever made an improper or im- 
prudent Ufc of any one of them. The Property of all 
Conquclis made, and all Prizes taken from the Enemy, 
has been verted in the Crown ct'cr fince we had any fucK 
thing as a Conrtitution, except for a few Years in the laic 
Queen's Reign ; and the War we were then engaged in 
was fo heavy upon the Nation, that it was prudent and ne- 
ccflary at that time to encourage, by an eHablifhed and 
public Law, all private Adventurers todillrefs the Enemy, 
by giving them the folc and abfolute Property in every 
thing they fliouId uke ; but J do not think the War We 
are now engaged in is yet become fo heavy as to render it 
neccffary for us to make an Alteration in our ConHitution, 
for the faJce of carrying it on with the more Vigour, 
fiefidcj, there is a vcjy great Difference between our Cir- 
cumflances now, and our Circumftances when thole I^ws 
were made, that arc now propofed to be revived. The 
W»r we were then engaged in had been declared apd con- 
tinued for above three or four Years before thoie Laws 
were made : fo thaf^ if any of our Friends had then any 
Goodie on board the SJiips of our Enemies, or had granted 
any PoIicit-> of Jnfuratice upon any of thofc Ships, they 
could pretend no Excufe, nor had they the leart Shadow ^ 
an Argument againit our fhewing no Regard to theniy 
wlicn thole Ships fcU into our Hands. Whereas the War 
we are now engaged in is but juft declared, and therefore, 
even our People at Home, as well as our Friends Abroad, 
may have valuable Properties on board Spanilh Ships, 
which were Ihipped on bosrd before they heard of the 
Rupture [ or they may have granted Policies of Infuracce 
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libr Urge Sums of Money before they had the lead Notice 
lot' our DecIaratioD oi Warj in which Cafe tt ivoaid be 
I very hard, and jn my Opinion unjult, lo fbew no Hcgsid 
1 10 them, in calc aqy ofihoCe Ships ihould fall into uur 

■ I admit. Sir. that the Jodges of our Courti of Ad* 
Imiralty could noc declare thole Goods to ix lawful PriEc, 
Ithat Iboald appear to belong to our Friends, and to have 
(beeu (hipped on board bcfoic the 13cciaration of War, or 
even after the Declaration of War, bjt before the Time 
limited by I'reaties between tliem and us ; but if we (houU 
fland peremptorily upon the very Letter of the Law, elpc- 
cially with regard to thofc foreign Friends with wham we 
iiavc no fuch Treaties, it might afi'ord many jull Caufes of 
Complaint agiinll us; and our judges could give no Relief 
in any Cai'e where the cxprefj Letter of the Law is agninit 
ihe Claimant.', particularly with regard to Inlurance ; for 
tho' the Infurance wa6 made perhaps here at London be- 
fore the Declaration of War, the Judge mull declare the 
f whole Ship and Cargo lawful Prize, without ilie lea A re- 
gard to the Infurer : and by this Bill, you will put it out 
of the Power of his Majelly to fhew any Regard to hira, or 
to give him any Relief; tho' for his Credit'* Sake be 
' would be obliged to pay, even to the Subjects of Spain, the 
Sum for which he had taken a Prrmium and granted a 
Policy. 

»^ * From thefe Confidcratlons, Sir, 1 think it U evidenr, 
|)|3C our Circumflances are now very diAercnt from what 
^hey were, when thofe Laws were made, which are now 
propolcd to be revived ; and thai the reviving of them fo 
foon alter the Declaration of War may be attended vvjih 
many Inconvcniencet they could not be fubjc^ to, when 
hrll enacted ; Belldes, it is yet a Doubt, whecfaer or no it 
I will be ncccflary lo make fuch an Alteration in our Con* 
^bltttuioil, during the preient War ; and, i ilitnk, it ought 
^root lo be made, unlets it be found abfolutely ncccili)ry>; 
L»ecaule whatever Exceptions wc may be obliged to make 

k^pon particular Occalioas, I hope, it will always be held 
^ a general Rule, not to be departed from without Ne- 
ce£ty. to vert io the down the Property of every 1 hinj>, 
taken from a public and declared Enemy, and toleav« the 
Difpo^l or Application of that Property to our Sovereign. 
• I readily grant. Sir. that with rcfpeil to the Difpolal 
iti ihii Propcny. the Crown is properly but a Truftec for 
] the Public. The whole ought to be applied, in iome Shape 
or other, to the Service of tUv Public : and the Parliament 
[iniy call to Account, and ought to punifh t'evcrely. ooy 
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*nno 1 1 Geo. Miniftcr that (hill dart to npply the Te«R Part of it other- 
II. t ;t9. wire. But as there vt fcveral public Services, to which ifl 
may be ukhWy applied, applying the whole, by an efta- 
bliflied ami unalterable Law, to anyone particular ServiceJ 
may be both imprudent and unjuil ; and I muft think, that 
tbofe who are cntruHcd by our Sovereign with the ConduAl 
ard Maoagrment of our public Affairs, may witfaooc an/ 
Breach ofModeily prciend, that they are the beft Judgei 
of thoJc public Services, to which ihis Property ought to 
be applied ; for they tnull know many Fafls, and the ge- 
neral Circumftances of the Nation with regard both to 
cur forcigit and domellic AfTiirs, much belter than others 
can do ; and if they have not (o much common Senfe, the 
Parliament aught to think of bringing about a Change ia 
ihc Admininratton, rather than of encroaching upon the 
Prerogatives of the Crown. . ^l 

• I'here are four public Services at prefent to which tfaffH 
Produce of the Prizes taken from the Enemy may be pro-" 
pcrly applied. It may be given to the Captors, In order 
to encourage our People to take as much as they can from 
the Enemy ; or it may be applied for giving Reparation 
to our injured Vferchants ; or it may be applied for defray- 
ing a Part of the Expcnce of carrying on the War, in 
order to prevent our being obliged to encroach upon the 
Sinking Fund, or to load our People with any new or ad- 
ditional Taxes i or lallly. It may be applied towards pay- 
ing oar public Debt). If we Aiould have the good Lack 
to feiae any very valuable Prizes, I fliall be To free as to 
declare, that in my Opinion the Produce of them Ihould 
be divided, and applied in fome certain Proportions to 
every one of thefe Purpofes, or at Icafl to the firii three. 
2 am, as much as any Gentleman can in Prudence be, for 
encouraging our Seamen ; and therefore when the Prize it 
butof fmall Value, or not above a certain Value. I (hould be 
for giving the whole co ihe Captors; but when the PriaDC is 
of an immenfe Value, as fome of them may, and 1 hope 
will be. I am fure, if you give the whole to the Seamen 
concerned in the Capture, they will be Seamen no more. 
There is one Ship now expc£ied. Sir, from Buenos Ayro. 
which is reckoned worth a Million Sterling : This Ship 
may happen to be uken by one fingle Man of War : u 
ihis ihould be the Cafe, in my Opinion, any Minider that 
fhould give the whole of fuch a Prize to the Captors would 
defcrve to be impeached by Parliament; and I muft think, 
it would be a linle odd for the Parliament to do by an Aft 
of theirs, what they ought, and, I believe, certainly would 
impeach a MiniHer for doing, or advifing his Majelly to da. 
1 
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It would be giving a moil extravagant Reward to the Anno 
Captors, and doing, I think, an A£t of grc»t Injultice to ^^ 
the Nation, and in particular to the filtering Merchuits. 
Jf fach a Prize IhouJd happen to be taken by one fingle 
Man of War, we might give a fuffidenc Reward to the 
Captors, and might referve as much as would go {ome 
Ixogeh towards gi'tring full Reparation to our fuffering 
Merchants, or towards faving our Land-holders, for one 
Year at leah, a Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax : And both 
thefe Setts of Men have, I think, fomc Title to our Regard, 
as well as our Seamen. Every War muft till heavy upon 
our Land-holders : and therefore, when we are fuccefsful, 
feme Part of what we get by the War ought to be applied 
to their Relief: And as to our fuffering Merchants, ( 
thinkf we are both in Honour and juflJce bound to make 
Kood (othem, at Icail the 95,000/. which was to have 
been paid to them by Spain, in cafe we had not begun 
Hodilities agatnd that Nation. We have already got fome 
conftderable Prizes ; and his Majcfty has given his Royal 
Word, that our fuffcring Merchants ihall be confidercd, 
when thofe Prizes come to be difpofed of; but I mall ob< 
Jerve, that if the Bill, which was brought in two Years 
ago. had paflrd into a Law, thofe Mcrchanu could hzve 
cxpeAcd no Share of thefe Prizes : And if fuch another 
Bill ihoald be paiTed this SelTion, they can expeA no farther 
Reparation till the End of the War ; and, I think, it would 
not be altogether jutt to make them wait tilt the Con- 
clufion of a War, which may laft for feveral Years. With- 
out any Reparation, whilft many others of our Subjeds are 
made rich by the Prizes they take. 1 muft likewifc think, 
it would be iHU more unreafonable, to make the Repa- 
ration of our Merehants depend upon the uncertain Event 
of a War. By fo doing, we may encourage oor Seamen. 
but we (hall very much difcourage our Merchants ; and 
lee us confider, that if we have no Merchants, we can have 
DO Trade, and that without Trade we Ihall have but few 
Seamen. 

' 1 wifh. Sir, with all my Heart, we had already met 
with more Succefs than we have done ; but thofe who coo- 
fider the many Chances that are againft ui cnuft give 
Thanks to Providence for the Soccefs we have already met 
with. In fuch a wide Sea, as that between New and Old 
Spain, 'til a great Chance if our Squadrons n^eet with 
any of the Enemy's Ships. And even ibo* oar Squadronk 
eoc Sight of them, a dark Night, a Fog. or a contrary 
wind intervening, may prevent their being taken, fie- 
fides this, Uie Eaemy may probably fooo find out hsw our 
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innpi^.Geo, Squadrons are naitoned, and may by fcndirg out (cvcrM 

ll* i?19- AtlviceBoats prevent their rich S)iip& from coming near 

OOT*^^ [hu(c Stations; for fevcral llrJggling Advice Boats may 

more probably meet with a Stiip at Sea than can be ex- 

Ipefled from a Squadron, wbicb mail always keepclore to- 
gether. By thefe means their Aflbguc Ships efcaped Ad- 
miral Haddock's Squadron ; and yet thofc Ship& would in 
all Probability have fallen into our Hands, &s well a^ the 
Caracca Ships, if Admiral Vernon had not been detained in 
the Channel by contrary Winds, till about the Time of their 
Arrival in Spain. Thefe Confiderations Oiew, Sir, that it 
will be a great Chance, if we meet with many rich Prizes 
during the War i and therefore we ought to make the bed 
Ufe of thofe we do meet with. If the difpofing of ihein 
be left CO his Majelly, i am perfuaded, the beJl and th« 
moll prudent lJ(c will be made of them* but if it be 
thought necefury to regulate this Matter by a new Law. 
I think, 1 have Oiewn that it will be no eafy Matter to 
jnake proper Kegulations fur thi.s Purpofc t and therefore. 
I hope. Gentlemen will, hy poilponing the Motion, take 
Thee to coniider of what is moU proper to be done/ 
Philip Gybbon, Efq; 
Sir, 
Miiip Gyb. * ^^^ Objcftions at firft made ufe of againil the present 
, ^li Motion wore only upon account of its being too early t 
becjufe, we were told, fuch fiilLs ought to proceed original* 
ly from the Crown ; and that therefore wc ought to wait a 
Jew Days, in order to give his Majelly an Opportunity to 
fend ui a Meflhge for thit Purpofe. But the Arguments 
made ufe of by the Honourable Gentleman, who (poke 
Jalt, feeni to be levelled againfl the Bill itfclf, and that 
liicrcforc no fuch Motion ou^ht to be made at this Time, 
nr at any future Time. Thu indeed I fufpe^cd would be 
(he Tarn which the Debate would take ac laft ; and there- 
lore I tbrefaw what, I think, is now evident, that poft- 
poniQg the Motion would be the fame with rejecting it. 

' 'I'ovcd the Property of every Thing taken from the £ne> 
my in (he Captorf by A£l of Parliament, and thereby to dc- 
Jlroy ah Office which has always been a lucrative one to the 
Officers employ'd, who arc all named by the Crown, mull be 
allowed t</be a Diminution of that Power, which is now 
kxig'd iri.the Crown, and confequently in the MiniHers of 
(he Crown i and J do not think, that oar prefcnt Minifters 
have given ua any Room to hope, that they will advife liia 
Majelly to apply for any fuch ACt of Parliament. To tell us. 
upon fuch an Occauon, that (here is no Reafonforour being 
jnloua 0/ aoy of the difcretionary Powers lodg'd in the Crown* 
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or chat V\s prefent Majefly has never made an improper Ufc Anno j ^H 

of any of ihera, is an Argument that, out of refpefl to his H. 1 7jj». 

Majerty, ought never to be made ufc of in thisnoufe' His L^"V*VJ 

Majeity never has made, his Majcfty never can, by our 

Conflitution. make an improper or impnidenl Ufc of any 

of the Prerogatives of the Crown ; but his Miniftcrs may, 

and by our Conititution we may In this Houfe iay, that 

they have. We meet here* Sir, to watch over and pre* 

Serve the Liberties of the People, and therefore wc oughe 

always to be jealous of every difcretionary Power, be it 

lodged where it will : We ought to admit of none fuch, 

but thofe that are abfolutely neccHary for the Adminiftration 

of our Government, and the Prefervaiioa of ow Confti- 

tatioa. 

• The difcretionary Power, which is to be limited by the 
Bill now propofed, is fo far from being necclTary, that it 
was found to be a Grievaivce in the laR War, and will 
certainty be found to be one in this. Bills in Parliament 
are often deligned to prevent Grievances that are forefeen, 
as wctt as to remedy Grievances that have been felt ; and, 
1 am fure, he mult be very little acquainted with the 
Hiflory of the laft War. or the Nature of Things, who 
does not forefcc the Grievances which this Bill is dehgncd 
CO prevent. The Prir.e-Ofiice was in tlic laft War found to 
be a mod intolerable Grievance upon the OfHccrs and Sea- 
inen of our Navy i and the Backwardncfs that was Ihewn 
by our Privateers, and even by our public Ships of War, 
to attack thofe of the Enemy, was then found to be a 
Grievance of very pernicious Confequence to our Trade. 
Thefc were Grievances that did not proceed from the Na- 
ture of the War we were then engaged in : They proceed- 
ed from the Nature of Mankind; and will therefore be 
found to be Grievances in every War wc can be engaged 
in, unlcfs the fame Methods be taken for preventing them, 
that were then taken for removing them. In public Of. 
fiees, the Officers will extort Fees and Perquliices froia 
thofe that are obliged to have rccourfe to that Office, and 
will deuin in their own Hands the Money that goes 
through their OfRce, as long as they can, In fpite of all 
the Ore that can be taken to prevent iti therefore no fach 
Office (hould ever be eflablifhed or kept up, if the public 
Bufinefj c^n be carried on without it. The pablic Service 
may be a Motive with fomc Men for attacking the Enemy'j 
Privateers i but the Public is generally belt ferved, when 
Men knoft' that they fervc thcmfelvci by ferving the Pub- 
Ik i and therefore. Care fhouid be taken to join thefe two 
Sctvic<i together in every Cafe where it Is pofTible. Thus 
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vGco. we may fee, that both the Grievances that were felt in cbe 
T(i». laft VVar procccJed from the Nature of Mankind, and 
IJL^Y"^^ confequcpily inuft be felt in this War as well as they were 
in that. What then ibould hinder os from taking the 
fame Methods now to prevent them that were then taken 
(o remedy thetii f Thofe Methods were then found to be 
cfTcUiial, and to be attended with no Inconvenience ; and 
ihcieforc it may, with much more Propriety, be afked, 
%vhat Oiould make u& now more fiiy of abolifhing aoy of 
(he dircietionary Powers of the Crown, than wc were at 
that Time i The Ilcavincfs of chat War, Sir, might have 
been made u(c of as an Argument for being cautious of 
diminilhing any of the dilcrecionary Powers of the Crown, 
becauie in Time of Wir, the more abfolutc a Government 
is, the more vigoroufly, and the more cxpcditioufly it may 
exert its Strcngih ; but thofc, we had the good Luck to 
have at that 1 ioie in our Adminiilration, judged better. 
They were not fo fond of difcretionary Powers as to op- 
pofc any Diminution, ihey faw would contribute towaras 
encouraging our Seamen to execute their Orders with Vi- 
gour and Alacrity. The Burden of the War, I fay. Sir, 
might have then been incited on more properly than now( 
and our Minillers might then, as well as now, have en- 
deavoured to recommend thcmfelves to our County Elec- 
tors by an affc^ed CompalTion for the Burdens thrown upoa 
the Land-holdcis. But they fcorned to amufe any Sett of 
Men in the Kingdom with fuch frivolous and (hallow Pre> 
tences. If they had, I am fure, we Oiould have acquired 
no fuch Glory as wc did by that War, and the Nation 
might have been put to a much greater Expcnce, by be- 
ing much longer engaged in it i for the more vigoroufly a 
War is profecuted, the fooner it will be brought to a Coa- 
clufion ; and if, by applying to the prcfent Eal'e of the 
People, what fliould be applied to the Encouragement of 
thofe employed to profccudng the War, we Ihould make it 
endure but for one Year longer than it would othcrwif* 
have done, the People will ajways find themfetves Lofcrs 
by the Favour pretended to be done them, beHdes the 
Banger the Nation may be cxpofcd to by a languid Pro- 
fecution of the War, and the Lof$ our Trade muft fufler, 
by not putting fo fpeedy an End to it as we might faavQ 
done. 

' It is certain it is acknowledged, even by thole who 
oppofe this Motion, that our Seamen at prcfent (hew 
an Averfton to his Majedy'* Service. Let that Averfion 
proceed from what it will, wc ought to endeavour to/e- 
move it. To alfure thctp, by Afl of Parliament, of the 
' Property 
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roper(y of every Thing they take from the Enemy, and Annoi 

free ihcm from rijc Plague of dancing Atteodance 
ihrough an OiEcc for the Recovery and DJilribution of that 
Property, will certainly contribute in Tonic mcafurc to re- 
jnove thit AvcHion ; and in framing the Bill, perhaps, 
feme new and additional Means may be tbooght of; there- 
fore, I am aflonilhed to hear a Motion for Inch a Bill op. 
pofcd by thofe, who complain fo much of a Want of Sea- 
men for his MajeAy's Ships of War. But I am flill more 
slloniihed lo bear them oppofe it upon a Pretence, that no 
fuch Bill ought to be brought in without a previous Mef- 
fage from the Crown for that Purpofc, What a danger- 
ous DoArine this is. every Gentleman muft be feofible of, 
that coniiders the Nature of the Bill. It is a Bill for al- 
tering, nay for aboliOiing one of the Prerogatives of the 
CroMrn ; and (hall it be admitted in this Houleasa Mapcim,. 
that v/t can make no Altention with regard to any ol the 
Prerogatives of the Crown, unlets we have Leave to do fo, 
by A previous HJeilage from the Crown } I hope no Gen- 
tleman will infill upon the NeceOiiy of our having any 
loch Leave. I hope it will be uoaoimoufly admitted, that 

ill the Prerogatives of ihc Crown arc under the Cogni- 

of Parliament, and that any one of them may be al- 

, reftrAined, or quite abolifhed by AH of Parliament, 

hen the public Service, or the Safety of our ConHitutioa 
uircs it. Sir, if I were againU the Bill, I IhouM be for 
the Motion, if it were for no other Rcalon, but bccaufe 
this has been made ufe of as an Argument agatnJl our 
•gTeeing to k ; for I fhouM be afraid, IcA a feeming Ap- 
probation of Coch an Argument Ihould be afterwards made 
ulie of as a Precedent for cflablifliing foch a Maxim. But 
1 am for the Bill, I have a two-fold Rcafon for agree- 
ing to the Motion ; and as I think it ncccnTary in our pre- 
(tttC CircomfUnces to bring in -the Bill as foon as poAible. 
1 fliall be againft poftponlng the Motion upon any Pretence 
whotfoever : For i( there be foch Difftcultirs a^ have been 
Tepreftnted, in framing a proper Bill for the Parpofes in- 
:tended, thofe Oiihcuhies can be no way augmented by an 
Order for bringing it in. Such an Order will awaken ih« 
Attention of the .Nation, and may probably bring in Af- 
iiftance from thofe without Doori, which we cannot ex- 
pcd til] we have once ordered the Bill to be brought in i 
and the fooner it k ordered to be brought in, and Perfons 
appointed for that Purpofe, the fooner thofe DiHicuiticE will 
be got oTcri for till ttien, the (olving of thofe DifHcuUici ' 

Cbe (aid to be every Man's Buiinefi, and we all know, 
what ift £verybody*s Buftnefs is Nobody's Bufinefs. 
01.. VI, T I 
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Anno 1 J.Geo. ] cannot, irdeed, fee any of the DifScuhici the Honourable. 
*'■ '7i9 Gentlcmaa Juggeftcd : We have a Plan before us in what 
was done lalt Vk'sr. Befides, the whole Affeir was fully 
confidered, and a Bill adually framed and brought into this 
Huule, two Years ago: I wilh that Bill had been then 
paned into a Law : It ii had, we might not now have been 
at War. At leaft. wc (hould have found Icfs Difficulty in 
getting Seamen to man our fleet ac the Erfl breaking oat 
of the War > and 1 cannot yet find out, that our palling it 
at that Time would have been attended with any Incon* 
venieoce. 

• I am furprized. Sir, to hear the Honourable Gentle- 
man fay, that if the Bill had been then pafTed into a Law* 
our fufftring Merchants could have cxpeiltd no Share of 
the Prizes we have already taken. Surely he cannot for- 
get, that the BiU was not to take £f^d till fcvcral Weeks 
«fter his Majcfty's Declaration of War ; therefore, it could 
no way relate to any of the Frizes already taken, or t* \ 
any wc Ihall take for fonie time to come. But furely, a 
Share in thofe Prizes would have been of fmall Account in 
Comparilon cf the Advantage which the Nation would 
have gained by our pafitDg that Bill, or the Advantage • 
which the Merchants, themlelves might have made, by af^M 
fociating to £c oat Privateere, or make Conquefts by hii« 
Majclty's Ships of V\'ar. For this Reason, Sir, neither the 
Honourable Gt-'ntleman, nor hii^ Friendi, can now have any 
Keafon to exult in their having then thrown out that Bill; 
and if they now throw it out a fccond Time, I believe, 
they'll find ihcmrdvcs very much difappointcd, if they eX' 
pci^ Thanlu for fo doing from our fuAcring Merchants, or 
from any Sett of Men in the Kingdom.' 
William PuLtoey, £fq; 
Sir, 

- A& I did not expc£l jn Oppofition to my Motion, T, 
at firft, avoided taking up yoar Time with faying any 
Thing in its Favour j but now it has been oppofed by io 
nany Gentlemen, and by Gentlemen of fucb Weight, I 
Iiupe I fiiiill be indulged the Liberty of giving yoa my 
Kcafons for making it, nnd of adding ibmething to what 
other Gentlemen have done me the Favour to fay by way 
of Aofivcr to the Objrdions made agajnll it. 

• 1 ficcly own. Sir, that if I had not made this Motion, 
I fho'jld have bcea mighty ealy about delaying it for a few 
7>ays : J ihould have molt readily agreed to fuch a Delay, 
if it had been for no other Reafon but to oblige thofe Geo* 
ilemen nearmc, who have always feemed lond of Delays 
\vi;h regard (o every Meafi|j« that had the Face of War i 
J bu: 
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as tbey have rerolved upon, andafiuall/ declared War, Annoi) Geo- 
fincc I laU had the Honour to mee; them in this Houfe; **■ *7il>- 
i prefumtrd, they had altered their AtTc^lioos, and thaC 
they would now be fond of every Mcafure that might 
contribute towards a vigorous Profecutton of thst War, 
they had at lolt agreed to declare. W I had but fufpefied 
[that it was otberwifc ; or, if they had any Way fjgnificd 
their Defire to me, before I nude my Motion. I Ihould 
have waved it for a few Days ; but now it is made, I can- 
not part with it i becaulc, as an Honourable Gentleman has 
already obfcrved in this Debate, the pullponing of U, af- 
ter it has been once moved, will be looked on without 
Doors, as putting a Negative upon it ; and this in our pre- 
fcnt CircuinilaDcea inay be attended with moft terrible Con- 
fequences. 

' If the Motion be popalar, Sir, I am glad to hear it : 
It ii, in my Opinion, a very ftrong Proof of its being 
right; but I did not make it with any View of Popularity, 
and ihould have been glad to have Qiared the Popularity 
of it with the Honourable Gentleman near me, and with 
every Member of this Houfe: which woafd have been 
the Cafe, if it had not been oppofed. It will Hill in fomc 
measure be the Cafe, if it happens to be agreed to ; be- 
caufc it will then be the A^ of the Houfe, and every 
Member will have a Share of that Popularity which may 
be acquired by it. But I muH think the Condud of fgmc 
Gentlemen, who generally agree in Opinion, very fingaliir 
upon this Occalion. Some of them fay, the Eill 1 have 
propofed is fo right and fo popular a Meafure, that wc ought 
to allow the Crown to have the Credit of propcfing it; 
whilit others rife up and tell us, that it is quite wrong, 
that it would be an unacccflary and dangerous [ncroach- 
xncnt upon the Prerogatives of the Crown, and that it 
would be doing an InjuRice to our fuffering Merchants, to 
cmr Land-holders, and to the People m general, 
. * rhcl'c two Methods of arguing, t profefs, Sir, 1 do not 
know how to reconcile. If we Ihould refolve to poftpone 
the Motion, and wait for a MelTage from the Crown. I 
am afraid, it would occaGon a DiviHon in his MajcAy*s 
Councils t and therefore, to prclcrve (he ufual Unanimity 
there, 1 believe it will be the belt Way for us, not to wait 
for fuch a McIUge, but to enter immediately into the Me- 
s\x» of what I hive propofed, and if it be right, agree to 
IL for this end, 1 fhiW lay before you the Reaibns that 
induced me lo make thu Motion, and anfwer fome of the 

IObJedioni that have been made co it- In the late War, 
Six, I mean that in the late Queen's Time, wc had fo great 
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Aftnotj.Gco. Soccefs, and giined fo much Glory, that ! thought the 
II. J'ip beft Thing we could do in the prefent War would be to 

^^'^J confider our Condofl id that War, in order to make it a 
Rule fjr our CondufI in this. With this View, Sir, as 
foon as I thought that a War with Spain was become an- 
avoidable, which was above two Years ago, I began to re- 
colleft the fcvcral Steps that had been taken for carrying 
on the late War. One of the Supports we had in that 
War, I mean a powerful Alliar.c: upon the Continent, £ 
forefaw, we could hardly expefl in this, nnd that therefore 
3t would be necefiary for U3 to make the beft Ufc of our 
o<vn Strength. Amoog the other Methods ta^en in the lafl 
War for exerting our own Strength, I obfctvcd, that two 
Laws had been made for encouraging our Seamen to da 
their Duty j and for encouraging private Men to join to- 
gether in Societies for attacking aAd making Conquefis 
upon the Enemy. As theCc La\</s u'cre made to cnncinoe 
cnly during that War, I thought it would be neceHary to 
revive them in cafe of a new War with Spain ; and for 
this Purpofe I did, with the Afilftance of feme other Gen- 
tlemen, bring in a Bill two Ye&rs ago. The Bill was then 
reje^ed, becaufe we were not come to an a6Lual Rupture { 
but that Objeflion being now removed, I thought it in- 
cumbent upon me to offer my fiil) again to the Houfe; 
and for this Purpofe I made you the Motion now unde 
your Confi deration. 

* To encourage our Seamen to do their Duly, and to" 
encourage even private Men at their own Expcnce to at- 
tack and diflrefs the Enemy, mult neccflarily contrlbufi 
greatly to a vigorous Profccution of the War ; and if ' 
be vigorou/ly profecuted, it cannot be of long Duratrofei?! 
Sir, as the Affairs of Europe are at prcfent circumflancotf^ 
our very Being depends open bringing this War to a fpeedy 
Conclufion. There is a Spirit of late Years raifed In every 
Nation of Europe for improving their Trade, Navigation, 
and Marufaflures. All the Powers of Europe, except 
!>pain and us, are now at Peace amongft themfelves : Oar 
two great Rivals in Trade, the Dutch atid French, are in 
perfefl Tranquiltity. What then wjl! become of our Trade, 
H by a languid Profccution of the War, wc allow it to be 
interrupted for feveral Years by Privateers under Spanifti 
Colours, whilft our Rivals in Trade arc carrying on theirs 
without any Dillurbance ? By the DiJfcrcnce of Freight 
and Infurance, they will be enabled to underfell us. and in 
a few Years to turn us out of every Market in the known 
World. Thus our Trade muft be undone, unlcfs by a vi- 
gorous Profecuiion we bring Spain to a fpcedy Compliance* 
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Spain has no Trade to lofe : She has no Tnde to be in. 
terropicd, but ihat between one Part of her own Domi- 
nions and another; and this Trade mny be fufpendcd, but 
cannot be loli by the Interruption. The Spaniards there- 
fore can lofe nothing by the Continuance of the War, but 
wh:it we take from them ; whereas We may be undone by 
a long Continuance, even tho' we Oiould be fuccefsful 
againlt the £oen)y. It is therefore our Bufinefs to t^Icc 
every Method that can be thought of for bringing the 
War to a fpeedy, as well as honourable Conclufion i and 
in the mean Time, to take as ttiuch Care as poffible to pre- 
vent oar IVade's being interrupted by the Encmy^s Pnva- 
leeri. 

• Nothing can be more effeflual for preventing the Inter- 
ruption of our Trade, than to encourage our Seamen by a pe- 
cantary Reward, lo be diligent in looking out for, and alert 
in attacking the Enemy's Privateers, wherever they can be 
met with i and as the Enemy mult have their Treafure 
brought from the Weft-Jndies to Spain in Jlraggling Ships, 
(for they cannot have it in Fleets or Squadrons) one of the 
befl Ways wc can take for diflrcfling them, and thereby 
compelling them to agree to reafonable Terms, will be 
to intercept and take as many of thefe Ships as we can. 
What can be more efiirflual for encouraging our Seamen to 
be diligent in cniixing, and looking out for thefe Ships, 
than that of afluring thera, by Aft of Parliament, that all 
they take (hill be their own ? 

« But, Sir, as this will not of I'tfelf be effeftual enoogh 
for forcing Spain to a fpeedy Compliance; and as it ii in- 
eumbent upon us to think of gaining fome national Advan- 
tage by the War, in order to com penfaic the great Ex- 
pence the Nation muft be pot to in carrying ic on ; and 
Biorcover, as no fuch Advantage can be gained, but by at- 
tacking and pofleifing ourfclves of fome of the Spxnilh 
Sectlemencs :n America; we ought to think betimes of 
carrying fuch Projcfts into Execution. I do not fay, that 
we ought to think of conquering and holding the whole 
Spanilh America ; but if we fiiould take PoUeflion of the 
Whole, or greateft Part, which, I believe, is hr from being 
ImjKrffible, we might pretend to hold it till the Court of 
Spain agreed to give ns SatisfiiAion for all palt Injuries, 
and Security againft all future. Nay, we ought to infift 
uptHi keeping PoflelHon of fome Parts of the Wcft-Indie;, 
tfid upon ha\-ing the abfolute Property of them yielded 
Co us, not only as a Compenfation for the Expence ive have 
been and may be at, but as a Security for our Trade in 
M Time to come. As long as we keep [o a naval War on' 
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Anno I {.ffeo' the Spaniards can be no great Sufferers by it : On ihe cod- 
!*• '75P- trary, 1 believe, ihcy wili always be Gainers, I« us lake 

^/''V^^ what Care we will. But if we fhould once turn ihem out 
of the whole, or a great Part of their PoU'efljons in Ame- 
rica, they would then immediately fubmit to any Terms 
we ftiould propofe, tn order to have that Poileflion rcAored. 
I am ibrry to find that no A'leafures were concerted for 
this Parpofe, before we began HoSilities againU them ; 
for by the Execution of fuch Meafures we ought in good 
Policy to have opened the War. Jt is by thcfc Means 
aJone we can force them to a fpeedy and honoorable Peace : 
Ic is by thefe Means alone, we can procure any Security 
for our Trade in Time to come ; and it is by thefe Means 
alone, wc can propofc to get any Corapenfaiion for the Ex- 
pcnce we muft be at in the Profccution of the War. 

' [f this be the Cafe, Sir, and that ir is, muil, I think, 
appear evident to every Gentleman that confiders the Cir- 
cumftances of the two Nations, ought we not to encourage 
private Men to affifl the Public by endeavouring to make 
Conquclls upon the Spaniards in America i Would it not 
be of great Service (o any pubUc Expedition we may un- 
dertake, to have a Sett of private Adventurers attacking 
the Enemy in one PJacc» whilH his Majefty's Squadrons 
and Armies were attacking them in another? Does not 
this fhcw the Expediency of reviving that Law which was 
made in the late Queen^s Time, for encouraging private 
Adventurers to attack and make Conqucfts upon the Ene- 
my in the Wcillndies ? It had then no great Eftc£), becauTe 
People that had Money made fo much by turning it in the 
public Funds, that no Man thought of putting his Money 
to any other Ufe^ but as that Trade is now, thank God [ 
not near fo gainful as it was then, if this Law be revived, 
the War profccuted with Vigour by the Public, and our 
Councils dircfled by thofc upon whom the People may de- 
pend, 1 am convinced, the Law will now have a much 
better EfFcft. Wc have all the Reafon in the World to 
expcft» that private Adventurers will unite for making Con- 
fluetls upoo the Enemy, if they be convinced, that wc are 
ierious in carrying on the War; and that after they hav< 
been at a great Expence, they ihall not be prevented in 
(heir Attempts by an unfeafonable Sufpenfion of Arms, not 
their ConquelU facriBced by a diflLonouFable Convention, 

• We may remember. Sir, that foon after the Revo- 
lution there was a Corporation eOablifhed in the Northern 
)*ari of this Illand, for making a Settlement in a Part of 
America, which the Spaniards pretend to belong to them, 
tho' they never had, nor have now, the Icall Ri^ht or Title 



I 



• 




(Hi) 

^oTt That Corporation (lid accordingly make their dcfign- AnnoTj.Gea; 
ed SctUcmcoi, after havirgby fair Purchafcgota good Title **_*7iP- 
from the Natives to whom it belonged ; and, I believe^ 
tbey would have kept Po^efCon in fptte of the Spaniards, 
if a very prepoflerous Sort of Jealoufy anrl Envy had not 
at that Time pollirffed us in this Part of the Kingdom. 
Whilft the two Crowns were difunited. I do doc wonder 
that tbcre was a mutual Jealoufy between the Southern and 
Tvonhern Parts of this 'Ifland i but after the two Crowns 
came to be united, [ cannot comprchcod. how a Difunioa 
and Jealoufy Hill fubfilted between the two Nations. 7'wo 
Nations inhabiting the fame Spoc of Earth, and that Spot 
diilind and feparated from all other Parts of the £anb, 
ought furely to have united, and to have removed all Sort* 
of Jealoufy, as foon as poJTible ; (hat the Northern Part 
might not be left as an Inlet for an [nvafion upon the 
Southern i and yet, I do not know how that Jealoufy re- 
mained for Come Time after the Revolution, and was the 
Canfe of defeating that Projefl, which would now have 
been of great Advantage to the whole itiand. If the Bill 

II have propofed Ihould pafs into a I^w, that Society may 
again revive, and may be encouraged to take PonefGon of 
what belongs to them. I am convinced, they would now 
be powerfully aililled by the People in this Part of the 
Ifland i and, 1 hope, our Government would likcwiiiE give 
them all proper Encouragement and AlTiAance. 
' From what I have faid, Sir, I hope it appean, that 
the Bill 1 have propofed to be brought in mu!t contribute 
greatly towards a vigorous Profecution of the prefeoc War, 
and confequently towards procuring us a ipeedy, an ho- 
noorable. and an advanugeous Peace, This was the Rea- 
fon that induced me to move for its being brought in ; 
and my Keafon for miking this Motion fo early, proceed- 
ed from the great Dillrefs we are In for want of Seamen, 
and the Unwiilingnefs they generally Ihew to enter into his 
AlajeUy's Service. That wc are in a very great BiHrefs 
for want of Seamen, will not, I believe, be denied even by 
I ihofc who have the Honour to be eniploy'd in our Ad- 
K mioiitration ; for they would not furely have put fuch a 
H Scop to our Trade by Freffing and Embargoes, if a fuf- 
iident Supply for his Majcfty's Navy could have been got 

I by any other Means. This Dillrefs, Sir, I think it no very 
difficult Matter to account for. Our Seamen have for 
iheCe twenty Years been not only neglcftcd, but iU-trcatcd. 
They have been upon every Occafion, and often without 
Oceaiioo* prefl'ed and hawlcd like Slaves on board our 
^(0 of War, without ^llowuig them fo much as the lA- 
. ' 
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AniTOiiGta berty of chofing which Caprain they would ferve under, 
11. '73s>. Th^ have been difconraged from entering into his Ma- 

0>^YN*J jcUy'a Service by (ending ihem upon Expeditions with fuch 
inltruAions, as fometimes expofcd them to great Dan> 
gtrs and Mardfhips, and st all times difabled them froin 
gaining either Rrches or Renown. They have been often 
difmifleil, before ihclr Wages would atifwcr the Charge ofj 
fitting themfetvcs out; and they have been difmiflaj at! 
FortB, from whence they had many Miles to travel on 
Foot, perhaps without a Penny in their Pocket, before they 
could come at any Place where they could expedl to get 
into the Merchant-Service, or into any other Bufinefs. 
Thcfc, and many other Hardfhips put upon them, drova 
fi>nie into foreign Service, made others leave the Sea, an<f 
betake themfelves to fome Employment at Land^ and dif-' 
couraged all in general from breeding themfcves or their] 
Children to the SeaServtce. By thcfe Means, our national j 
Stock of Seamen, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, has beeit 
greatly diminifhcd; an<l tbofe that remain, have been madt 
to conceive fuch a Diftafte of his Majefty's Service, ihat. 
wc hnd, they ofcen run the Ri<k even of Death itfelf rache 
than be forced into that Service. 

< From thcfe Caufes, Sir, our profent DiflrcfE for wa 
of Seamen proceeds ; and as I think the Bill intended by ' 
this Motion will be a great Encouragement to Sejmen, and 
likewife to Landmen, to enter into his Majeity's Sea-Service, 
I refolved to mo\-e aa foon as poffible for its being brought 
in, bccaafe I was, and am Ulll convinced, that the very 
Motion for bringing in fuch a Bill, if it be agreed to. 
Will contribote not a little towards removing our prefent 
Dillrets ; but if it fliould be either rtfufed or pollponed, 1 
fhall be exnemely ferry for having made it. It will dif- 
fp'rrtt rhofe Seamen that arc already in the Service ; it will 
prevent our Seamen that are Abroad from having any 
Thoughts of returning Home ; and it may probably make 
fome of thofe that are now at Home fly into forcigti, thac 
Ihey may not be preflcd into his MajeHy's Service. 

• Having thus, Sir, ^laid before you fame of the chief 
Reafotis that induced ii>e to malce this Motion, and to 
make it lo early, I Ihall next take Notice of fome Ob- 
je^ions that have been made agatnit it i and I mud fay, 1 
was a tittle furprized at the tirfl that was made. As I 
was confcious of the Innocence of my Intentions, I could 
not but be (orprized at my being accofed of /hewing a fort 
of Difrefpflft 10 the Crown, by moving for fuch a Bill 
without a previous Meflagc from the Crown for that Pur- 
pofe. X am no Mintttcr, Sir j 1 have no Share in any of 

iiis 
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ill MajcAy'i CaanciUj tnd therefore I cannot cerlainfy Annn i{,(j<o 
may bo agreeable to the Crown; but as a 
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know what 



Country Gentleman and a Member of this Houle, I Tup- 
|K>fed, that a Bill tor promoting the Service of the Crown 
could not but be agrcc;ib)c to the Croun; and 1 could not 
foppofe, that in fuch a Cale it was ncceffary to wijr for a 
Mcffage ; cfpeciafly when 1 confidered, that Bills of the 
fame Nature had before been brought in and pafTed into 
Laws, without any previous Mcffjge from the Crown. 
Nay, the very Bill now intended was brought in twoi 
Years ago without any (uch MclTngc, and not the Icatt 
Complaint made againll it on that Aicount. The offering 
ftich a Bill at that fime, might perh&p-; by fome bethought 
premature; but now it mull be agreeable to every ono 
who wifhcs to Tec the prcfcnt Wjr vigorouny profecmed. 
and honourabiy and fpeedily concluded; and for this Rea-< 
Ton. I am fure, it will be agreeable to bis Majerty, if the 
IntentioD of the Bill be honelttyand fairly rcprcfcnted to 

l^liim. whatever it may be to fame of Thofe who have x 
auch more free Acccis to him than f have. 

So much I thought myfcif 6bliged to fay, Sir, in wy 
twn Vindication; and as this Objcflion has already beea 
1iewn to be nothing but a Pretence, 1 have no Occ&fion, £ 
Ihink, to take any Rirther Notice of it. The other Ob- 
^ions are of a different Nature ; They are Oc*jefiionj 
bgainll the Bill itfelf, as welt as agiinU the Motion ; and 
vrrc chiefiy infilled on by the Honourable Genileroin thae 

ftpokc Ull on the other Side of the Quell ion. Thole thac 
(poke before him. infilled principally upon the Unrcafoo- 
fiblenefs of the Motion ; but he threw afide all Dil'guife, 
and dirc^cd his whole Artillery ugainft ihe Bill iifetf ; 
and therefore, I mult add a little to wh.it has been ex- 
tremely well Ciid by my worthy Fiicod that Ipoke tall, by 

i^Way of Anfwer to his Objcflions. 

• The Honourable Gentleman endeavoured, Sii", to (hew 
0ifference between our prcfcnt Circomltaoces, and the 
i^ircumrtaoces we were in, when fach a Bill as this was 

*^pjflird in the laic Queen's Time. Docs he think, that" if 
the Grievances which were afterwards feir, had been fore, 
ieen at the Beginning of that War, thofe Bills would not 
nave been brought in and pafTed the very next SelTioii 
ifter that War broke uut ? I'he Inconvetiicncet. he has 

^ntntinned, would not, f am fure, have been thought of 
any Weight by that AdminiitratJon. whatever ihcy may be 
by this. The Diflicjlry about Goods pLit on board an 

LKnemy'sShip ! I War, or within the 

tlime limited ; .ecn fttDy antHcred i 
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Xnnor^tto. and u to ihe DiBcolty *hoM InfuraDce. I believe, all ths 
11. 17;^ Spuiifh Ships, upon which any Infureoce was made be^ 

L^^V^^ fore the End of May laft, arc now arrived at their dc- 
figncd Poru. If the lafur^nce was made fince thzt Time, 
Ibe iDturer oogbi to fuffer j becaufe it was then evident 
that there Would be a Breach between Us aud Spain : Buc 
10 order to renovc this DiScuIcy. and to gain the Ho- 
aoarable Gentleman's Approbation of what I propofe, 
which r believe is extremely necelfaryfor fecuring its Sx- 
cefs. I fhall be ready to agree, that the Bill fhall not com- 
mence or begin to take Effcil, till lb many Werka in 
Europe^ and fo many Months in America after his Ma- 
jedy's Declaration of War, as are flipuhted by Treacici 
between us and any of our Friends, or Allies. 

* Ai for our Merchants, Sir, (hat fuffered by the SpaniA 
Depredations in time of Peace, I wJlh we bad (hewn a pro- 

fer Companion for chcm fcvcral Years ago : if wc had, 
am fure ihey would not have fuffered fo much ; and 
they might probably hive got full Satisfafiion before ihit 
Time. But when we are chinking of fhewing Compa6ioB 
for tbofe that have fuffcrcd by our peaceable Mtrafures, we 
ought to think of fhewing Companion for our Mercbaou 
and Tr:ide in general, which muU fuffer and may be im- 
done by a long Continuance of the War. \f wc do this, 
we fhall think of nothing but of patting a fpcedy and ho- 
nouiliblc End 10 the War. This ought to be our principal 
Aim : and if wc allow ourfelves to be diTertcJ from ilu?, 
by a Regard for any Thing clfe, we may probably find 
ourfelves difappoimcd of both, which, in the end, wil] bej 
much greater Lofs even to our fufiVrJng Merchants, 
the Advantage they can reap by having a Share of 
Prizes as mny be taken during the War. And as to-entr 
Land-holders, or any other Set of Men in the Kingdoin, 
that may be relieved by applying a Part of the Prizes to- 
wards defraying the Expence of the War. If the Hon. 
Gencleman has a real Concern for (heir Kelief, and for re- 
lieving tbem in fuch a Way as may not interrupt our P^^H 
fecution of the War, he ^ould agree to th>:i Dill ; becatn| 
it may be the Caufe of the War's being carried on principally^ 
at ihe Expence of private Men. ft is remarked by all 
Hiltorians, as a Piece of good ConduA in Queen Elizabeth, 
that the of(cn got her War againA Spairv carried on at the 
Expence of private Adventurci), who did infinite MifcUief 
to the Enemy, without putting that wife Queen to any 
other Expence, than that of lending them a few of her 
Ships of War. Ait I queilioa much if this Example will 
be followed in the present War ; for feme People are fo 
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food of toaching public Money, ihAt they are, I believe, Anno ij. Get** 
STlVaid Icll any Money Aould now be Iiid out in the ?io- ^^7i9- 
fecudon of the W*r, that dpcs not p«fa through their ^.^r'S^ 
fJDgeri. 

i bcliere. do Mao will doubt of my rejoicing in the 
jSitecefs we have already hftd in ihe War; bot I muft ob< 
Terve, Sir, liiac if i: bad been begun, as it was either in 

luecn Elizabeth*!, os Oliver Cromwcirs Time, our Suc- 

h might probably have been much greater. We might 
Ijiave been by this Time in Pofliffion c{ (omc of the Ene- 
my's i'rovinccs. as wet! as fome of their Ships; and if 
)|>ropcr C^re had been taken, 1 am furr, they couid not 
have been in FolTcHion of {o many of our Merchant Ships 
as they are : ior, noiwjefaHinding the Saccefs we have had, 
J bc!ieve, they arc pretty equal with ui upon the Balance, 
lead in the Seas of Europe, whatever they may be in 

ofe of America; for as that Part of the World is rot f* 
immcdiaccly under the Influence of cor domeltic Councils* 
J do not Know but thnt the War may be cnrried on there 
with a little more Vigour. But whatever Prizes wc may 
meet with, cither in the Seas of Europe or America, I ans 
forgiving the ivhole^ to the Captor;, let it be of what Va- 
Dc it will. Whoetrer has it, tt will be fo much taken froni 

e Enemy, and added to the Wealth of this Nation ; for 
vJiauver belongs to private Metl, belongs to, and may be 
reckoned a Pan of the public Stock of the Natron. If it 
|>c divided among our Seamen, it will loon circulaie, and if 
confidcrabic, may contribute to reduce the Intcrell oi Mo- 
oey, which will bean Advanugc to our Trade in general, 
and to every private Man in particular, except LTurcr* 
aod Pawn brokers. Suppofe fome of our Seamen fiiould 
by a rich Prize get great Fortunes, and fliould take fuch 
Care ot what they get, (nhich ii feldom the Cafe) as to 
prevent their going to Sea any more: Inflead of dimi- 
oifbijigt it would increafe our Number of Seamen; for if 
we Ihauld loie a or 300 Seamen by fuch a lucky Accident, 
(heir good Fortune would ^tnd 10,000 to Sea in tbeir 
Acoai; fo that the Nation can no way fufTer by giving 

,e whole of every Vri»c to the Captors, ami it ivill con- 
tribute a great deal towards a vigorof^ Prolecution of the 
War, 

* tiowwa. Sir, as I am willing to ga»ft at any reafoo. 
able KaCc the Honourable Gentleman's Approbation to a 
fiil^i wbtcti 1 think (0 oKcSxty in our prefcnt Circoni- 
'lUncn. if he thinks it too much ro give the whole a{ a 
C^lleon or ftegiller Ship (o the Captors, u-e may eaftly 
" agiinfl this Incon«nJencc by excepting fuch Shtpt 
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Anno t}, Geo out of the 631, which I Ihall, for the fake of having Iiil 
!'■ 17SP- Concurrence, agree to ; tho' I think, it not quite fa right, 

^"/»^^ becaulc I api afraid, ic may be the Caufe of lome of thafc 
Ships elcapifig, when they might otherwifc fall into our 
Handi) which will be a double LoCi to us, by preventing 
our adding to our own Wealth, snd by adding lo the 
Wealth ol our Enemies, whereby they will be enabled to 
continue the War longer « or to profccute it with more 
Vigour againlt us. 

* 1 ihall readily grant. Sir, that, not with {la tiding the beft 
Meaiure we can concert, and the utmoU Care we can take, 
many of the Enemy's Ships may efcape us by varioui Ac- 
pidents at Sea i bur this, in my Opinion, ought to be an 
Argument for our giving the greater Encouragcmentioour 
Ships of War to be diligent in cruizing, ana wscchful in 
looking out for them ; and therefore, I think, our givJcg 
the whole of every Prize ss an Enj:ou rage mem to the 
Captors, is the belt Ufe that can be made ol ihufe Prizes 
wc may have the good Luck to meet with. To this f 
mull add. Sir, that this Uncertainty of meeting with their 
Ships at Sea ought likcwife to be an Argument for our re- 
volving to attack them at Land, as well as Sea; and that 
therefore, in order to lave the pubHc Expence as much u 
polCble, we ought to encourage private Adventurers to at- 
tack and make ConqucHs upon them ai Land. So that 
this Uncertaincy, inllead of being an Argumenc ngainll 
(he fiill, is in every refpefl an Argument in its Favour- 

' Thus, Sir, I hope, I have iully arfwerwi every Ob- 
jeflion againfl the Bit!,' that was not before fuffictently re- 
moved : I hope, I have ihewn, that the Objrflions are fucb 
as do not la the leall afFedt the Motion, bccaufe they may 
be tfTcdually removed by'propcr Claufes and Exprcflioni 
in the Bill; and therefore, if a Negative fliould be put 
upon this Motion, I fhati look upon it, 1 belit^vc mo(l Men 
will look upon it. as a moll terrible Omen with rrfpcA to 
our future Condufl in this jufl and necclTiTy War. To moft 
People without Doors it wiU be a Confirmation of wh^ 
bis Mnjclly has been plcafcd to tell us in his Speech froiifl 
the Throne. They will from thence conclude, that his 
Mi]cf\y has fecrct Enemies, not only at Home, but io his 
own Council); and f wifh the Obllinacy of Spain, and the 
Condufl ihe has of late Years dared to ho!d towards u^, 
may not be more owing to this, than to thofe Divjfions and 
Animcficies that fubfilled amongH us before the War broke 
oui; fbr as thofe Divifiooi and AaimoAues were entirely 
cwing to fome of ouc People's fhewing too great a Fond- 
seis for Peace, ibc could from thcacc CJtpcft no Advantage 
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»Mtu u Declaration of War, unlefs Hie had-Reafon to believe Annor|,Ca» 
thit thole very People would betray us into an impruJent, 'iJIif' 
piJilsnimouB, and dtUruftive Method cf proJccuting the <^ry/\y 
\^':l^^ in order to jultify, by our Misfortunes and W:iiii of 
fucccfa ia War, tJie Foodneft they bad before ihc\yD for an 
iabmous and ruinous Peace. 

Ai-ivwir- z6. This •Bill being read «firilua>c,Hor«io !>«*"« on *>*« 
iipolc, Efqj fpokc as follows : ^'J ™^ 

Sir, 
• 1 fliall very readily own, that it miy be neceffiiry to^ow*^ WjJ- 
fa a Bill of this kind at the prefent Junfture j bn: | P<>^ 
hiolc at tlic (iime time no Bilt ever wat broi>ght in fince I 
d the Hor.our to iit in this Houfe which dcleives a more 
jnature Deliberation. GentlemcD^l obferved in thebUDe- 
iwte upon this Bill, talked of it, as a very right Thing to 
bring la fuch a Bill, becaufc the tike was brought In and 
pafled three or four sod thirty Years ago. But Geoilc- 
cn will pleafe to coniider that there is a grent Difference 
rtwixt that Junflurc and thcprrrcnt. We had then been 
pt War With Spain and France for fevcD or eight Years ; at 
prefent we have not been at War with Spain above Co many 
Weeks ; and we are as yet at Peace with France, Now, 
Sir. tho' 1 know that Gentlemen iay upon thi« Head. We 
Jiavc no Reafon to be afraid of France ; we arc at War 
with Spain, and we willdillrcfs her every way weViciCbly 
can ; « fciy, Sif^ tho' this is the Language of Gentlemen 
upon ctiii Occasion, I can by no means ngree that we ought 
lilwayi to do in Prudence what we may do with Juflice. I 
Aoi afraid^ Sir, that tho' by Treaties with Spain all other 
j»Jations arc precluded from having any Concern in their 
Treiiure, that Pia^ice and Cullom have efiabiifhcd a kind 
cf Right* at leaft, Sir, they have come to look upon it ai a 
Rignt. to a Share in the Trcafarc of the Plate Fleet. ]t it 
no Secret, Sir. thai the French have thought this Right fo 
well ellablilhed, that they have actually claimei their Shares 
by Memorials at this Court, when a Part of that Trc^fure 
fell into our Hands while we were at War with Spain. Now, 
Sir. tho' I am far from being of Opinion that we ouyht not 
to ditlrcrs Spain for fear of France, yet I think we uught by 
no means to provoke France wantonly, without being ab^e 
(odillrcfa Spain the more. The French, at I am informed 
by People who know very well, have fcven in nine Parts of 
theG-illeons that center with them, and moll Part isii£ti:aUy 
Jlicir own Property before it is landed in Spain. — . We 
ftte DOW at War with Spain Wc pafj (hi) BiU — - Wc 

Ntver krfkrt printt4t 




JtoMie ij, C«6 fijt a limited lime f«f it< taking Effeft, as by the Nature of 
n. I7j9 ^11 our Treaties we mufl. What is the Confequencc, Sir ? 
Why the Confeqtience is, that France will look upon this 
Bill a« af!vAing her more than it does Spain; fhe will look 
Dpon it s& a kind of Trap laid by the Parliament of Bri- 
tain for intercepiing her Property ; for I obfervc thar, by 
this Bill, the Crown ha5 bo Power to revere any Part of 
cbe Treafurc taken by our 5hips» even tho* it Ihoold b« 
proved to belong lo France or Holland ; nay, tho' it fhould 
belong to our own Subje^. Don't Gentlemen apprehend 
that this [i\ufi alarm France i Suppofing at the Time the 
Bill takes EficA the Galleons are coming Home, and our 
Ships intercept them ; every Shilling of the Money there 
muH fall to theSailon and Oews oi our Ships. Neither 
the FreiKh. the Dutch, nor tnlLortany body can reclaim a 
Farthing of it. How would this Nation, how would our 
Neighbours lake it? Would not our Merchants think that 
Icmc Part of it (hould repair the Lofs they bare lulbincd 
from Spain ? Would not our Neighbours think that it was 
Jitile better than robbing cf them ? Confidcr, Sir, that the 
fliort time lince this War lias been declared, has not given 
them any Opportunity of taking thefe Precautions with fc* 
gard to Spain, that they might and certainly would other- 
wife have taken ; and 1 bcliev^e^ if the Cife were our own, 
we Shoa^'l think ourfelves very hardly akd. Therefore, Sir, 
tho' Id^i't fay but that this is aright Bill, I think Gentle- 
men ought to confidcr whether it is riot wrongly timed. We 
«« to confider. Sir, whether fome Part of the Money whicli 
may be taken fiom the Enemy may not be better applied ; 
nay, whether our fufi'ertng Merchants have not a juU Claim 
10 fo much of it as may repair their LoHcs. Wc arc like- 
wile toconfider, whether our palUng this Bill n>ay not lofe 
you a great Number of your Scamer, by making them too 
rich to go to Sea ; for I remember to have heard my * ho- 
nourable Friend who fits by me fay, that if at the Time he 
cook and deriroyed the Galleons in America^ he had done 
it but hx Weeks later^ by which Time the Bill for cncou- 
raging the Trade to America would have taken L.ffcA, that 
his Share of the Prizes muS have amounted to half a Mil- 
lion of Money/ 

Mr. Poltency, 

Sir. 

"^'^Uq^' ' ^ *'''"'* *" '*"= ConftderatiotJS that the honounble 
Gcnt!eman has talked of, can no way z&'cdL this Bill. If 
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re is ^y thing in them, ihc proper Time for the ho* Anno i^, 
nourablc Gentlrnwn 'O mrntion chem, is when the fiill 11- J?; 
flull be committed. I don't fay, Sir, but that this Bill may ^-/'Y'^i^ 
receive great Amendmeois in the Corarijiitee ; I dare hy 
] fecf fcveral Gentlemen over the way who arc capable of 
giving ui great Lights bow to make the Bill a ufcful one. 

' At 10 whit the honourable Gentleman has laid with re- 
gard to France. 1 chink 1 remember^ Sir, fomewhat of an 
Article io one of our Treaties that the French fliall rot 
accept of any Trade to the Spanlft Weft Indies'. I think, 
Sir, It is high time for us now to take Care that they ni&y 
have as little as poffible. The honourable Gentleman be- 
hind us has mentioned forae Confide rat ions ; let me in my 
turn beg le^vc that Gentlemen will confider what we are 
doing, if we don't check any Power that Ihall trade to the 
Spanifh Weft Indies. Why, Sir, if we don't, we put it in 
their Power to bring Home iheir Treafurcs, and to carry 
on their Trade in the Bottoms of neutral Nations; lb that 
Spain c^n never feel the Mi&fortune of being at War wittr 
US, and our Neighbours may, ai our Expence, bid fair for 
running away with all the Trade Ixich in Europe and Ame- 
rica. J could fay a great deal mote upon this Head, Sir, 
bat I think it onncceffary at prcfeni. If» when the Bill 
(hall be committed. Gentlemen Ihall have any Objc^iont to 
offer, I will do my beil to clear them : In the mean time I 
hope, that nothing that hat been yet thrown out ^t will 
prevent its being read a fecond time.' 

Air. Corbel. 
Sir, 

• I own, F lie under feveral Di/liculties with regard to Mt OsrbrfcJ 
the Bill ; but as the honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
laft, fiid that there will be an Opportunity of debating upon 
ibe Amendments that may be thought proper, in the Com. 
nittce, I Huill now mention but one ; which one I cannot 
mention in (Se Committee. It ia with regard to the Method 
of bringing in this Hill. Gentlemen hare fpoken a good 
deal of the Bill pafled in the 6:h of Queen Acre ; and wc 
have been told that this Bill is the lame; but Gentlemen 
will pleafe to confidcr, that that Bill came before this 
Hpufe in confcqucnce of the Crown's refigning, and thq 
LbrdHigh Admiral of England's refigning. prevjoufly, all 
their Share in the Captures. 1 don't tell Gentlemen rhat 
itiis was dune io any formal Medage at the lime when this 
Bill took Place * on the contrary,! believe, this Rcfiguation 
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Aifroi;,<7«o. was niade tlirce or Four Years bcForc: But 1/ Gcntlcmftrt 
U. 17JP will give thMnfclves leave to coofiilt the Hillory of that 
V/"Y'NJ Time, they will find fueh a Ceffion was Efioally made. 

tNow, Sir, the' there ts at prefent no Higli Admiral, yet I 
conceive ihc Commiflionen of the Admiralty have that Port 
in TroH for any ftirar« Admiral: and I thinh they have 
i Right to take Care that his Privileges do not fufler ; I am 
not itire. Sir, bat that they have a Riglu to be lieard by Coun- 
lei upon ihis Point In any (hape 1 apprehend we ought vt 
wiit till wc have a Meff^ge from the Crown^ which I am 
perfuAdcd wc Dull have if his Mnjcfty (hiH Uiiok that tbii 






Mr. Sandys, ^ 

Sift. _ 

What hJTs f^Tlftn fioili the Gentleman who fpolce hlt^ 
iT Ei^"' '«'^*' t^is Point to this ttnglc Confidcrailon, Whether i: is 
' in the Power of the Parliament of Great Britain to difpole 
of- the Property of Prizes taken from an Enetiiv ; or whe- 
ther they belong to the Ciowti or the Natron ? Sir, I never 
thooght that this couIJ have admitted of any manner ol^ 
Bount; arid I have looked over the Hirtory of th* Tim* 
ibc honourable (Jcni'eman has mentioned^ but ] cannot fiitd 
thAc this Koufc ever nude any Application for leave to 
bring in this Bill. 1 can't find th;it either the Queen, or 
Prince George, who wis then Lord High Aimirat, were 
confulted about it ; 1 cannot find that any Meffage or Speech 
was delivered, which cculd give them a better Rightrbad 
they had before to diipofc of Pr xci . The ParJuimenc 
thought it a right Bill, they therefore palled it wiOioui con- 
Yolting either tne Queen or the Admiral ; and the Mcfljge 
mentioned by the honourable Gentleman will be found 
ttpon your Jotirnalt to have had no uaoner of Itiflufiicti 
apon thtir Proceedings at that time.' 

The Pill \va« afterwards ordered to be printed ; and hav- 
ing pafled both Iloufes. received the Royal AlVcnt. 

The 27th the Houle proceeding to take his MajeHy's 

^Iwteon speech into farther Confidcration, Mr. Sasdys txprcIFcd 
nifing a Body ,K ^ tc e m / r 

rj^rincs. himfelf as follows : 
Sir. 
- * His Majefty. in hi« Speech from the Throne, baring 

^ El^"^ been fo gracious as to reli us, that he had called us together, 

J SifKe Chancellor and Vn^irTrefi/urer9f ibf Excbfipitrf 
mud mi ef the L^rds of the Treafuryi vn tbt Rtjignatim *J 
Sir Robert iralpoU^ (Earl >f Qr/^rd.) 
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M ihh time, foonor thao has been Gfotl of late Years, that Aiinoi},Geo; 
he mighi have the immeciiatc Advice and AlliiUnce of his ^( i7i9- 
P&rliament&tthiscriticalknd importa&t.ConjuD£lure, f, from ^"^.^"^C^^ 
thencr, thought it was the Duty of ever/ ^Jember of this 
Houfe, to conlider our prefeot CircumlUncc<:y and, if b« 
could think of any thing that might contribute toourSuc- 
ccfs in the prcfcDt War, to lay it before theHoufe. that, in 
cftfe it (hould be approved of^ it might be oHcredaa the ivd' 
vice of this Hou'e co hisMajelly. 

' For thfs Reafon, Sir, I hope I (hall Rand excufed, in what 
I am to offer to.your Confider^tion; fbr. I thinlc, no Gen* 
tleman can be accafed of Prefamption, when he does na 
more than what is his iodirpcnfablc l3uty, and what his 
Majefly has told as heexpcds from us, as Members of ihl» 
Houfe. We h^ve already in one InOance anfivere<) his 
MajcRr's ExpcAations. We have Uid be/ore him the Ad- 
vice or hii Parliament, with rcfpcd to the Conclufion of the 
War. What I am to offer, relates to the Method of con- 
dofting it. If the Advice I am to offer be approved of by 
this Houfe, I am convinced iC wlIJ be lollowed by his Ma- 
jefly ; and if ic be followed, It will concribute towards tho 
War's being brought to that Conclufioa which we have 
advifcd his Majeily to aim at. 

• In the Profecution of thii War, Sir, there are two Things 
chiefly to be regarded. That is, the carryiog it on in 
foch a manner, as may be moil cffe£lual for compelling 
the Enemy to lubmit to rciifonablc Terms of Peace, and 
]eaft burdenibmr^and leall inconvenient to ourfelves. 

• from thri Confideradon, Sir, l^cannotbut highly approve 
of what his Majeily has likewife been plciled to communi- 
cate to us from the Throne : I mean the raifing of a Body of 
Kfarines. At the Beginning of every War we mult necel- 
Arily be in lome BiQrcfs for want o^Sramcn ; becaufe in 
Tune of Peace, no more Men will breed ihemfelves up to 
Sea, than areneccffiry for fupplying the Merchant Service, 
•ad the few Guard Shipsand Men of War we keep in Com- 
miffujn in a Time of profound Tranquillity t which muft 
of courfe occafion a Deficiency of Seamen when a War firft 
breaks outi efpecially after the Nation has been, for a great 

* Number of Ycnrs, in a continued State of Peace. This 
Deficiency, which proceeds from the nataral Coarfe of hu- 
man Affiiirs^ we can no way fapply at the Beginning of a 
War, bat by fcodingaBody of Linc-Soldiersor Marines, to 
ferve on board our Men of War ; unlei'; we flioold. lor the 
fefco of fapplyirg our Men of War with all thoroughbred 
Smmen, pot an cotire Stop to our Trade, which jDUght never 
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Anno i;, Geo. to be done, but in the Cafe of imminent ITanger from aa 

II. i73p. impending Invafion. 
K^^yrSmJ * This is a Danger, Sir, which is hr from being fhecertaln 
Confequenct of every War we can be engaged in ; and 
therefore, at the Beginning of cnry War which is not at- 
tended with any fuch Danger, as we have then no Occalion 
for keeping up a large Body. of Land Forces at Home, .we 
ought to indulge our Trade, by fending Land-Men, or 
Land-Soldiers, to ferve as Marines on board oar Men of 
War, in order thereby to leave a fafficient Supply of expert 
Seamen for our Mcrchant-Servict, and for carrying on our 
Trade ; for, as it is not our Intereil to make any Conquefl 
upon the Continent of Eilrope, the Protection of our Trade 
is the only Motive, peculiar to ourfelves, that we can have 

- for going to War ; and it would be very ridiculous in us to 
carry on a War for . the Proteflion of our Trade, in fuch 
a manner as to deftroy it. And this, of putting a great 
Number of Land Soldiers, by way of Marines, on board 
our Men of War, is the more prudent and the more necef' 

■ fary, becaufe, as few of our Merchant Ships carry more 
Men than are barely fafficient for navigating the Ship, they 
can employ none but expert Seamen ; whereas a Man of 
War doL's not require above one half, or one third, of her. 
Complement, to be thorough-bred Seamen. With regard 
to the other half, or two thirds, as they are to be employed 

. . in Fighting, and are not neceiT^ry for navigating the Ship, 
Land-Men may, in a few Days, be made as fit for the Ser- 
vice, as the molt expert Seamen whatever ; and, if thofe 
Land-Men be fuch as have been bred to military Difci- 
piine.they will be better, and more ufeful for making Inva- 
sions and Incurfions upon the Enemy at Land, than the 
moft expert Seamen, very few of whom arc ever bred to that 

' fort of Difcipline, ^hicb is necelTary to be obferved in 
Land Engagements. 

' Every Gentleman muft therefore highly approve of his 
M3Jertj''s having refolved to ratfe a Body of Marines ; and 
the manner of raifing this Body of Marines, is what I am 
now to propofe to you for your Confideration. In my Opi- 
nion, Sir, this Body of Marines ought to be railed by mak- 
ing propfr Draughts out of the regular Regiments now on 
Foot in Britain and Ireland; becaufe, I think, a Body of 
Marines raifed in this manner, will be more ufeful againft 
the Enemy, and not only lefs expEnfive, but more convenient 
to ourfelves, than a Body of raw, undiiciplined Men, newly 
railed for that Purpofe. As the Spaniards have no Trade, 
and very, few Ships at Sea, we cannot propofe to force them 
Co agree to &ch Terms as wo can fafely or honourably ac> 
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^^pt'ftf, anlefs we attaclc them at LanJ^ in fome Pirt oTAnnaij.Coo.- 
ihcir Dominions. I tiiink we ought to attaclc chem in i.l-j:i9- 
every Fart. When I lay fo, I do not mcair, that wc ihou d 
endeavour to make a ConqucUof any Part of their Domi* 
njoos in Europe; but, [ think, we ought to have a F'ee', 
with 5 or 6000 Mirinf^s and Land Forces, continually 
hovering about the Conlls of Spain, and making InvaGoni 
■t every Place where they can find a proper Oj-pbriunity ; 
for, notwitkft.inding the numerous Land-Army now kept 
up in that Country^ they cannot have ; or 6000 Men at 
every Place where our Troops may land, and ihcrcfor^j 
with fuch a Body of Land Forces we may plunder and de- 
firoy many Part» of their Country, and keep their maricime 
Provinces in a continual Alarm; and, for this Fuiporc, I 
am fure a Body of Marine* drawn from our regular, and, 
1 hope, well difciplined Regiments, will be much more f«r- 
vicc^b'e, than a Body of Marines compofcd of raw and 
^m uodifctptined Men. 

B * As for theSpani(h Dominions in America, Sir, I believe 
I no Man qucfiioos but that we ought to attack them . Nay p 
we ought not only to attack il>cm> but \^^ ought to take and 
bold fome of them, for the future Sccun'iy of our Trade ia 
that Part of the VVor!d ; and, if difciplined Troops are not 
better than raw and undifciplined Men for that Purpole, I 
am furc we have been at a g'cai Expencn in keeping up a 
numerous Army for many Years to no Purpofc. I indeed 
wonder, that a large Detachment of oar regular Troops has 
not been already lent into that Country. In my Opinion, 
if we bad confidered what we were abour, or what was the 
mod probable and cf^^al way, either of dillrefling the 
Encmyi or gaining an Advantage to ourfclvei, we jliould 
have begun Hoflilitie;, by fending a well-proviJeJ Squadroti 
and Army to America. This we might h.ive done without 
declaring War. it was time enough to declare War when 
Chey were arrived there and leady to attiick the F.Dtroy. If 
we had done this, we might in a (hort time, perhaps before 
now, have been in PolTcQion of what would have forced 
Spain to agree to our Termi. 

* But this. Sir, is Time paft, which is not lo be recalled i 
let 01 therefore look forward, and do the belt we can. in 
Time to come. I have (hewn that a Body of Marines, drawn 
from our regular Regiment", will be the mofl ierviceahle for 
•itackirg the Enenty, and it if ccnain, that this Method 
win be the leafl expcnfivc. and molt convenient for ourfelves. 
By this Method, the additional Charge will be but very 

Linconliderablc i and the Country will be freed frotn the In- 
convenicnct and Expetice of quartering a great Number of 
X X ufclcfi 
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tnnoi^.Gcaufele^ Troops. I faydfelefs, Sir, and, I think, T may mol 
Il^i7jp. jaftiy fay fo J for. in a War with Spain, every Man that ii 
kept in this IHand, above the Number that is abfolutely 
Bcccflary ina Time of the moll profound TraoquiUity,muft 
be allowed to be ufclefs. Wecannot be In the leaft Danger 
of an invafion from that Country, confidcring the prefent 
Circumflances of the two Nwiona. We were never more 
united amongfl ourfelvcs, than we are at prefeni. There 
js a mofl general, and, I am fute, a moll juft Jndignatiott 
againft the Spaniards. (Itrrcd up in every Comer of the 
three Kingdoms, and among all Ranks find Degrees of 
Men ; and therefore, we can be in no Danger of an Invalian 
from thence, unlefa it were to be made with fuch a Number 
of Troop) as would be fufficieet to conquer the three Kiog* 
doms. This we know they cannot accompltfh : There » 
not in all Spuin^ Ships enough for tranfporting fucha Num- 
ber of Troops; and, if they had Ships, they could not, in 
the whole Kingdom of Spiin, find Provifions enough fol 
viftoalting fuch a numerous Fieec of Tnnfports. 

* Wc can therefore. Sir, have no Ufefor fuch a numeroo* 
Army Iiere at Home ; and, fince we have no Ufe for them 
here at Home, for this Reafon alone, if we had no other, 
%vc ought to fend a great Number of them to ferve as Ma- 
Tines on board our Men of War. But I have already 
jhewn, that they mufl be of more Service both at Sea and 
at Land, than raw, undifciptincd Men can be fuppofed to be ( 
find therefore I Ihull add oo more, but conclude wi(h mov- 
ing. That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majerty^ 
humbly to lay before htm, at the Advice of this Houfe, that 
he would be pleafed to give Direftions, that the Body of 
Marines intended to be raifed, may be done in the mofi 
frugal manner, and put upon the lead expcnfive EfbbliOt- 
inenr. by having as many private Men, and ai few Officers, 
ai the Nature of the Service will admit i OEconomy at 
fird fetting out, being abfolutely neceflary to enable us to 
fupport bis MajeJly in the vigorous ProTecution of this Wart 
and as Draughts from the prefent Regimcnis of Foot, which 
are all equally proper to be employed, either by Land or 
Sea, will be attended with the ieaft ii-xpence, as well at be 
jnoit expeditious for any immediate Service, humbly to re- 
commend that Method to hii MajcHy, in tender Compafiion 
lo his People, already burdened with many heavy and grie- 
vous Taxes ; and, to alfure his Majclly, whenever he ihall 
Judge it neccflary to incrcalc the Corpi, from vvhcnce fuch 
Draughts are made, thnt hi: faithful Commons will mofl 
fcadily enable him to do it ; being fully convinced, (bat their 
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Ssfrty, and all t)i« ta dtar la cbvm, conC/t in the Preferia- Annoij.< 
(ton of hij Ma jefty and ihc Prouiiant SucceJiioD.' LV^V^ 

Phitip Gibbon. Efq; • <^^r\U 

Snt» 

• The Method propoled by mf Honourable Friend for PhiUnCIbtoi^ 
ni/ing a Body of Mirinrs, I ;ilways ciiought (o rcafonable, ^hi 4 
fbat when the Regiments were lall Summer brought from 
Ireland, I iroagined iJiry were brooeht over for th:it very 
Purpofe ; and tbcretote^ I coald not but be in fome fort of 
Surprize to btar fuch Complaints for want of Seamen, and 
to (ee our Trade {o much interrupted ai>d ditlrciTcd by PreC 
fmg and Embargoes, whilft tbefe Regiments, and all our 
other Regiments of Foot in Great Britain, were lying idle 
in their Q^mrtcrs, and opprcHiag all the inns and other 
foblic Houfes in the KiogJom. Nay, even when 1 heard, 
hy bi$ Majefly's Speech from the Throne, that we were to 
lure a fiody of Marine::, I llitl imagined, they were to be 
raiCed by fending fome of our Fooi-Regiinent; or Detach- 
ments from all of them, to ferve on board our Ships of War^ 
and thU continued to be my Opinion^ lill I faw the ElU. 
nates which have been deliveixd into (his Seflion of Par* 
liament. 

* Bar, Sir, when i fawthefe Edimates, I wasaftoninied to 
to'find, that what was to be called a Body of Matinei, was 
to cooiill of fix Regiment! of [.and-Korce?, all to be new 
raifed, and to confilt molily of Men never trained to any 
liort of martial Difcipline either at Land or Sea. This ccr- 
ainly is loading the Public with a very great, and, in my 
Opinion, a very unnecellary, additional Cha'ge, and forming 
a new iioiy of Land-Forccs, which arc not, 1 hope, to be 
employed as Marines, or in any other manner fcnt iigainll 
f he Enemy I for, furely, if we have a Mind to profccuie 
ihe War with Vigour ; if we exped, or intend to have Suc- 
oefi in the War, we ought to employ our oliJen and bcQ 
Corps in the Profecution of it, and keep our youngeft, or 
new-raifed Regiments at Heme, till they have madethea- 
jelves io much iMallers of military Difcipline.as to be fit to 
be employed agaiotl the public Eacmy. This was the Me- 
thod we took in ilic Profecution of the laft War : We were 
not then fo much terrified with Inraiions, the* we were often 
threatened with them, by an Enemy that had iome fori of 
Power 10 pat fuch Threats io Execution ; I fay, wc were not 
Cfaeo fo much terrified with fuch Phantoms, ai to keep our 
fadt Troops at Hone iod«fefid us from thena. If wc had, 
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Anfioi;,Geo we Ihould not have hid fuchSaccefs in !he War Abrosd; 
II. 171^. where, if wc bad been onfuccefsful, the Danger of an Inva- 

L/'^^'^SJ Aon at Home would have become not only real but iridif- 
iib!c. 

* If it be really neccflary to raJfe new Regiments of Land- 
Forces let them be raifcd upon the fame footing with the 
other Land Forcei, iQ order to re-place thofe thnt arr to be' 
fent agnind the Enemy, or employed on board our Ships of 
War. Even rhis would fave the Public fomc of that Ex- 
pence I find calculated in the Eftimate. for the lix new Regi- 
ment*, which are to be called Marines, But do not let us 
fend raw and undifciplined Men opon any Expedition againft 
the Enemy, when we have fuch a Number of old Regi- 
ments, that mud be allowed to be more fit for that Purpofe. 
Thefe we ought to fend Abroad, even fjppofing that we 
were in immediate Danger of being invaded with a formi- 
dable Number of Troopj,acd therefore obliged to keep fuch 
a numerous l^nd-Army at Home ns we now Kive in Bri- 
tain and Ireland ; bccauie, by carrying the War to the Doors 
of our Enemy, wc may prevent ttt being brought to our 
own. But, as I titmk we ncitberare, nor can be in any 
fuch Danger, as long as Spain continues alone in the War 
againll ua, I cannot think we have as yet any Occafion for 
raifing any new Regimenu: I mult think, we can fpare, out 
of thofe we have now upon the Eftabiilhmenr, a fufficient 
Number for oar Shipii of War, and likcwifc lor invading 
the Enemy both in Europe and America j and therefore 1 
fhall conclude with feconding the Motion, which my worthy 
i'riend has been ptcafed to make.' 

Sir W ilUam Yonge. 

St R, 

Sir William ' ' ^^^^ ^^^^^ heard that, according to the old Maxim of 
Tnngc. our Conllitution, the King isinvefled with the fole Power of 
making Peace and War; bur, from the late Conduft of 
fome Gcntlerr.cn In this Houfc, I begin to doubt whether 
this ought to be allowed as a Maxim in our Conditution. 
There rre fome amongil us who, of late Vcar', have taken 
upon them to prcrciibc to his Majelly not only when, but 
how he it to make both Peace and War. In the lad SeQion» 
there were, among u', many Gentlemen who feeraed willing 
to prefcribe to his Majelly, when he was to make War: In 
this S^flion, we h;ive already, by an Addrefs, prefcribed to 
him how he is to mske Peace; and now it is propofed, 
that, by another Addrefs, we Ihould prefcribe to htm how 
be is to make Wur. Our tail Addrefs, tbo' Icculd not think 
ii altogether fo decent, ] did not oppofe, bccaufe 1 fkw no bad 
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Confequeaces it could be attended with, and beaufe I be- Annoij.Geo; 
2iered, thai what was thereby recommended, was what hii *fj73{>- 

ajcfly haJ pr«vioufly rcfolvcd on, as a Rule from which ^^•V^N-' 

be W3I not to depart many future Treaty of Peace; and, ai 

1 did noi then oppofe it, I Oiall not now find fiiult with it, 

cfpecially fince it is become the Ad of this Houfc, by being 

unanimouily agreed to; fur I Jh^U rcver indulge myfclf in 

^L that Liberty, which is too often taken by others, of finding 

^ffauk with any thing that has once had the San^ion of this 

^ Afltmbly. 

• But as to the Addrefs now propofed^Sir. I {hall bcex- 

ttremciy forry, if it fhould be approved of by the M-ijoritjr 
of this Houfe. Let it be confidercd in what Light you wilJ» 
it is fuch a one ail m\i& oppofe. If it be confidered as z 
Rule to be prcfcribed to hi^ Majelly, with regard to the 
Methods of Cirrying on the War, I mull look, upon it as 
difre/pedrul to the Crown, and an ufurping of a Province, 
which, by our Conflituuon, docs not belong lo this Houfe. 
^And if it is CO be confidercd gs an Advice hombly offered to 
Hibc 'Crown by this Houfe, I mull be again ft it, becaufe t 
^th'ink it would be a very bad Advice, and fuch a one at 
might be attenJed with the moA ^tal Confequences. fiut, 
foppofe tc did not appear fo to roe; fuppofe 1 could not de- 
tcrmine whether the Advice be right or wrong, yet I 
(bou Id oppofe it, becauie I ftull always think it wrong in us, 
and incoitfi'.lcnt with the Dignity of this iloufc, to pretend 
10 give Acvice in any Cafe, where it is impofftble for us to 
be proper judges. We may judge of national Rights, and 
may advift his Majcfty notto agree to any Terms of Peace, 
ttolcfi thbfe Rights be fully cllablilhed; but it i) impof&ble 
for us to judge of the proper Methods for profecuting':« 
War, or ol the Number or Nature of the Troops that 
Ought to be employed in that Profccution. It is impoHible 
ibr u> to be competent Judges in this refpcA, without 
knowing alt that lecrct Inteliigence, both f^cm Spain and 
from the other Parts of Europe, whicb his Majeily.and thofe 
chiefly employed by him, may be fuppofed to be Mailers of; 
and this. ( tnink, no Gentleman, thatwilhes wall to his 
Country, would defirc 10 have laid before us. If it were, 
we coulu not expcft to make any fjturc Advantage of that 
Jntel'igrncr, and much lefs could we expr^ lo have any 
more lucli ia;el'igcnce ; for it generally cumes frop thofe, 
Whu would never give any fuch, if they thought it could 
Cfer br difcovcred from whence it came ; whicb would foon 
be ;'te Cile, if it were to be laid before fuch a numerous 
AUe;ribly. 

i hii;, I think, Sir, it is evident, that, iho' ibeAd vice now 
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Anno i},GrD. propofed IhoulJ even appear lo us lo be n'ght, it would btt 
li. 17}]). wrong in us :o oiCer it; But from the Confidence [ havejin 
hia^ Majtfty's Witcoin and Condud:, the Advice itfelf nuift 
appear to lae to b<: wrong. [ very wall know* thtt public 
OEconomy and Frugality are fine Topic* ftir Genilemen to 
harangue upon. Frugality in ciie Management of public 
AfFiirs will almys, 1 know, be a mo(t popular Pretence for 
finding fbulc with, and traducing the ConduA of Minitlers i 
and I {Ii!i!l readily granf, that it ii in itfelf a very commend- 
able I'liing. But it muJi be allowed, that it inay be pulhed 
MQfar; and then it bemei ridicobuv It then deviatea 
into that contemptible Quality called Mirerlyneis ; which 
i/1 public, as well as private llifr, may prove the Ruin of 
thoTe that are governed by it- Such Men often allow them- 
selves to be dellroyed^ rather than be at the Kxpence of 
feving themftflvo, ^tid r^fnt morbo^ ah furfh^ pereamnt 
KOptnit? was the Reflexion long fincc put into the Moulb 
of a Mir«r, who would not beat the Expence of purchafing 
the Medicines that were proper for removing a mofl- dange- 
rous DiHeraper. War I lo-ik on as a National Diiicmper» 
and it is always a dangerous one. The proper Medidnes 
are Fleets and Armies. If you will not be at the Kxpence 
of providing thofe Medicines, you mud be dellroyed; and, 
if you do not provide a fuSicicnt Dofe, thofe you are at the 
Expeoce of, lofe their £fie£l and you ruin yaurfelf into the ^ 
Barg?iin. H 

* This I take to be our prefent Dlfpute. For my owa ™ 
Part, Sir, I do not pretend to know what Nambcr» or what 
Sort of I'roops may be neccffary, either for our Saft^-guard 
at Home, or (or attacking the Enemy Abroad; becaufe* I 
■cither know the Danger we arc in, nor how our Enemies 
are provided to repel our Attack, But I prcfumc, and, I 
think, I ought to prefume, that his Majelly is well ac- 
quainted with both; and therefore, \ am willing to fubmit 
to his Judgment, both as to the Number and Quality of the 
Troops that are to be employed, either for cur Safe-guahl 
at Home, or forattacking our Enemies Abroad. This, I 
think, ii a Sjbmiflion which is the Duty of every SubjcA i 
bat with regard to the Nature or Qualiry of the Troops to 
be fent Abroad, or kept at Home, I think we mutl conclude, 
even from the Nature of the Thing, that, if wc are ia 
Danger of being invaded, our bell Troops arc to be kept at 
Hone for our Defsnce. The Circumfiacces of the preient 
War, are very different from thofe of the great War m 
the Queen** Time. We had then aoumeroubacid powetfiil 
Alliance : Our Enemies were atuckcd in their own Domi- 
aions, with as numerous Armies as they could provide for 
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t their Defence i fo ihnt ihcy could not fpaie an Army for Annorj.Ceo. 
inrading us: The Troops we fcnt Abroad, went but a little ^-JTIV- 
way off from tiiii Jfland, and therefore could be re-callcd ac 
B fhort Warning. All theic Circuniflartccsare nowdiicflly 
othctwifo ; and therefore wc cannot, in Piudcnce, hold the 
fame Condu^. Bur, if our Gonduil in that War, or in any 

t other War we were ever engaged in, ijl^ibea Rule for oat 
Conduil in this, I am fure we cannot ogiee to the pwfent 
Motion. In the War in the late Queen's Timt, wc were 
fo fir /rom making Draughts from our o!d Regiments, for 
the Service cf our Nivy, that we not only railed fix Regi- 
ments of. Marines, bu; aifo fix Regiments of Land-3t>!dieri, 
to (cm on board our Ships of War. I believe, no Prece- 
deoc caa be (hewn for what is now propofed : I am con- 

ITJnccd no Example cm be found, of our having ever made 
Df^ugiiti from regular, wt-Il-di(ciplined Regiments, in order 
10 eroj>I:>/ them iis Marines on board our Navy. I muft 
beg 'cave, Sir, to fay, that, in my Opinion, it would be ti* 
diculouiii fur 1 cannot but think^ that new- raifed Troops 
are as gooJ on board a Mao of War, as well-rfilciplined 
Soldiers. In lighting a Ship, there are no Marches, or 
Coun:cr-marchts; There is no Part of the Land-D;fcipline 
required, but that of loading and firing the Muflcft: t and a. 

ICauntry Fellow from the Piough, may, in three Days, be 
nughi to do chis as adroitly as the nioll expert SoMicr in 
the Arijiy 
* U iecms to be granted on all Sides, Sir, that the rajfing 
oT a Body of Marines la ncccff^ry. The only Queftion i), 
whether ch-it Body flijuld be formed by making Draughts 
I fromi and cf^nfequenily dimioifliiog our Army, or by raifing 
Dew Coips lor that Pdrpofe ; and, the Detcrminition of 

(this Qje;tion mult depend upon the Danger we feein to be 
in of being attacked at Home. I (houtd think we arc in 
fome luch l}anger, if it were for no other Rcafon but br- 
caufe his Majclly feems to think, thai we ought not todimi- 
bilh our Army ; but (here are, in my Opinion, feveral other 
very lufiicicnt Keaibns for thinking fo, 1 (hall admit, that 
Spain cannot Invade us with fuch an Army a* would be fuf- 
iicicD: for conquering the three Kingdoms; but even Spain 
aiay invade us with (ucb an Army as mxy be fulHcieut for 
Uirring up a Civjl War in every (ftieof ilieihrec Kingdoms. 
Wc a ppcAT, it ii true, at prcfent, very much united Rmorgft 
ourfclvcs J but I doubt mucn if we arc fo. There arc Uill 
great NuroSer* of Men, in every one of the three King- 

Idom^i diftSvAcd to his Mjjflly ami hit Family. This 
DiUffirdion, a!! of them that have any WjfJom will tnke 
ure not to (liew till they have a good Opportunity : Ther 
Vol. II. Y will 



^mot j.Gcd. will Bppcar uritcd, and will join with the reft of iht'it 
'^-'TiP* Countrymen in the general and juft Outcry againft the Spa- 

V^'V^-/ niards ; but if even a Tinall Body of Spanjfti Troops were 
Jandcd in their Neigh bourliood, ttey would foon change 
their Note : They would then take off the Maflc, and 
joiD with that Body in endeavouring to force the Pretender -^ 
upon us. Tbue the Flame of a Civil War would be blowa^fl 
up in the Kingdom^ and, whilft we were engaged In a Civil 
War at Home, I believe it will be allowed , that we could not 
profecute the War with Vigour Abroad. 

' i mull, upon this Occafion, Sir, obfcrve, that Minidere 
are genemlly treated in a mannernot quite Co candid. With m 
rrgatt) to]>;ingcri, and Preparations againll thofe Dangers, f 
it IB iropofliblc for them to guard ;igain<t thole who are wil- 
ling to 6nd fault with their Conduft. If impending Dangers 
are prevented from falling upon the Nation, by thePrepa-^ 
rations our Minitlers make againA them, which, I have'^fl 
good Real'on to believe, has often been the Cafe within thcfe 
twenty Year5, it is then aJTertcd, with great Confidence, by 
tbofe who have a Mind to find fault, thnt no fucb Dangers 
ever cxilled i and that, therefore, the N^tioo was put to a 
needlefs Expencc, by thole Preparations thic were made for 
preventing ihcm. On the other hand, if any Danger or 
Misfortune fhould aflually f^ll upon the Nation, tho* pro- 
<eeding from the mod fudden, unforefeen, and unexpei^d 
Caufe, which, thank Cod ! has not been oar Cafe for thefe 
twenty Years, it would then be pretended* that the Danger 
or Misfortune might eafily have been forcfeen, and our Mint- 
Ucrs would be blamed for not having forelcen and provided 
againll it. In our prefcnt Cafe, the Dangers of this War 
may blow over t we may, at lart, force Spain to agree to 
real'onable Terms, without being invaded by that Power, or 
attacked by any other Power in Europe ; and, if this Ihould 
be our good Fortune, as I hope it will, I cxpeft to hear 
warm Harangues againfl the needlefs Expcncc the Nation 
was put to during the War; by maintaining greater Armiea 
and StjDndrons than were ncccflary in a War againll Spain. 
But 1 fhull never allow fucb UardDgues to have any elTcfl 
opou roe. I believe we are now in no great Danger of 
being invaded by Spain. I hope we arc in no great Danger 
of- being attacked, during.this War, by any other Power in 
Europe ; hut I am fully convinced, that this happy Security 
proceeds from the Prepanitions we have made, and the Mea- 
fureii wc have tiken, At the Beginning of the Rupture. 
Si>aln lecmcd to have fome View of invading us. This we 
niuft fuppofe, from their having marched fo many of their 
Troops into Cjalhcia, which is ihc Province that lies next to. 
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' and mofl convenient for invading Bricain or Ireland. By Anno i;,C» 
the Prtrpjraiions wc have made, ihcy now fee they cannot ^{j7iP' 
carry their Befign into Execution; but, if we Aoald dinii- ^^-^^^ S^ 
niih our Army, by fending a gieai Number of our Troops 
CO (ufc OR bujrd our Men of War, or to attack the Spaaifh 
Domioioas either in Europe or America, they woald cer- 
tainly reliime their firfi Defign, and might land fuch a Body 
of Troops, a$, in Corijun^ion with the Unaftctlcd at Home, 
mighc fUr up a dangerous Confliifl in the very Bowcit of 
Dur own Dominions ; aod in that Cafe, X do not know but 
that thofe very Gentlemen who are now for fending our 
Troops out, would re3c£t upon our Minillers. for having 
advifed his Majelly to comply, with their Requeft. They 
would then ol courfe fay, that our Minillers ought to have 
known better than they, and that they ought to have in- 
formed them of the Danger, in which Cife ibey would not 
have made fuch a Rrquell. 

* This, Sir, might be the Confcquencc of cur diminifh- 
log our Army, with regard lo Spam ; but there is another 
Danger we tie expofed to, and which we ought to guard 
ftgainll. Spain is as yet alone in the W.-ir agr.inll us, and 
while fhe continues (0, I hope we mny with Keaton Hatcirr 
oorfelvcf, tost ihe will find herfelf unequally matched j but, 
there arc other Powers in Europe who would be glad to feo 
thi» Nation humbled, and confequently would be glad of an 
Opportunity for bringing it about. If we (hould leave 
ourselves deiencclefs ac Home^it might encourage them to 
join with Spain againll uj; for, the (irll Effefl of that Con- 
federacy would certainly be an Attempt to invade this 

'Kingdom. For this Re&fon, we ough: to be fo much upon 
our Guard, as to be prepared againll all poflibic Events. 
Nay, I do not know, but that the Preparations we na/e 
made, and the other wile Meafures his Majelly ha^ btren 
pleaicd to take, are the chief Caufe of Spain's being yet 
alone in the War againl! us, 

• From thefc Confidtmtions, Sir, I mofl be of Opinion, 
that this Motion really i% humbly todefire his MaJL-lty, tliac 
he would be plcafcd to leave his Kingdom dclcncelcfs, and 
our prcfeni happy lillabliflimcnt again expofed to ihe doubt- 
iul Chatice of a Civil War. It has been once already cx- 
Dofed to this Chance; and we mufl Itill relied with Tcr- 

- jor, chat the Scale:; were pretty near equal, tho' the Difaf* 

Ited had then no foreign AITiQance. nor was fo much as 

coDntenanced by any Potentate in Europe. God know) 

vbst might be the Confcqucnce, if a Body cf foreign Vc- 

[icjans were thrown into the Rebel-Scale, and the Rebels 

I countenanced and fupporied by one at lealt, perhap> by two 

y s of 
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Annoi^.Gco. of the moft formidable Potentates in Europe. lam Fa 
U. I73P- from thinking, Sir, th^t the Honourable Gentleman who 
made, or the Honourable Gentleman who feconded this 
Motion, had any bad Intention, or that they viewed their 
Motion in the Light I do ; bat as I view it in the Light I 
have mentioned, I mufl think it would, in me, be contrary 
to my Allegiance to agree to it.' ' 

' George Lyttleton, Efqs 

Sir, 
GeorgeLyttle- ■ I hope I need make no Profeilions of my Attachment 
ton, Efqt to the King and bis Family. The Honour and Duty J owe 
to their Perrons [tho* nb Man living has more} are yet the 
jeaft and weakeft Bonds to confirm that Attachment. It is 
the Conflitution of my Country which they came to pre- 
ferve, that ties my Allegiance to them, for the Sake of the 
Whole. This, Sir, is my Principle ; and upon this, I h»pe, 
I may found as high Precenfions to Zeal for their Service 
And Glory, and for the S;:pport of his Majelty's Government 
Rgainftall his open and fecret Enemies, and be believed as 
Jincere and wsrm in them, as any Gentleman here. And, 
therefore, if I could think, that piy Compliance with the 
Motion made by my worthy Friend, could poffibly affeA the 
Security of his Majefty's Crown, by leaving him without a 
proper Defence, the Hon . Gentleman himfelf could not be 
moreavcrfe to it than I. But fure. Sir, out of an Army of 
eight or nine and twenty thouland Men, Draughts might be 
made for oar Sea-Service, without leaving the Kingdom de- 
fencelefs. Sure, there would remain difciplined Troops 
enough tofecureus till Recruits could be raifed. If the Hon. 
Gentleman thinks nor, it is the worft Compliment that ever 
was made to the Army. 

* NoMancanbemorezealous than!, for ftrengthening his 
Majefty's Hands as much as is poflible ; but, upon the fame 
Principle from which I declarefor fupporting the War, from 
the fame Principle from which I fhalt Rgree to the Number 
of Men aflted by his Minifiers, I am for railing them in 
the manner th?t has been propofed by this Motion. We 
may play with Words as we pleafe, but this and Marines 
that are to be raifed, are no more Marines than every Regi- 
ment of Foot in the Kingdom : The only Difference is, that 
the new raifed Men will have all their Bufinefs to learn, 
whereas the others haveilcarned half of it, and are ready at 
hand ; the lafl are Soldiers, tho' not Sailors, but the others 
are neither Soldiers nor Sailors, and to make them either, 
will take up a great deal of Time; fo that if there is any 
Servicfi to be done by them, it is very evident which we 
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fliouW cbufe. If yoo h»d a Journey to make, and fix good Annft i}» Geo 
Horfes well in the Scftbte, woald yoa Hzy to biiy and break H. 17;;^ 
fix ne*v ones before yoo fee out? V./^^r"^/ 

■ Bat to talk, of thin Thing upon the Foot of ilie Kr- 
pence of it alone. As the Nation gives whatever it ought, 
ihiJ M nilry (hould fnve whatever they can. We arc moft 
willing to Airnifh his M^^jciU' with all the Money \ih Ser- 
vice rcqoirts ; but cenainly, S'-r, we have not more thaa 
we war-i ; and, therefore, good OHconomy, cho' ic be «t 
•all times a neccffary Virtue, is more indirpenf.ibly fo now^ 

^y;hen our £:(per.ce£ mull be fo great, and when we may feel 
ihe Lofs of e\'ery Shilling that we throw idly away, in fome 
cflcntini Service that may foffcr for want of 11. Sir. God 
forbid (hat in a War like the prcfcoi, which our Mioi- 

^fle^^ did not enter into lightly or wantonly, but in mere 
Coofbrmliy to the known Sentiments and Defirri of the 
Nation. God forbid that, if any finiftcr Accident, any Mis- 
fortune fhould hnpp^n.ihey (hould Ive charged with it, or be j 
10 anfwcr for any Etcdi which, it fhall appear, th?y could fl 
not command : but what they are juilly refjxjnfiblc for ii, ^ 
that the public Money Ihonid not be fquandered ; acd if» 
in any Parucolar, it be found that ihcy b.ive failed in this 
Part of their Duty, that they have not advifed his Majcfty 
with a due regard to this Principle, ihen fhould this Great 
Council intcrpofe, and g'vc fuch Advice, as they owe to 

^ their King end Country in this important Coujur.£lurc ; and, 
in this Light, I fee the Motion made by my Honourable 
FViend. Bur, it is not only the Estpeuce, prrflrnt or future, 
the necdltf» Pay of fo many OfRccrs, their Half pay here- 
tfttr, Pay-Mallcr, Deputies, and all the refl of that Equi- 
page ; it is not onlv thjs which we have to confider: There 
)i another Point before us of Uill greater Importance. What. 
Sir, at a Time when the whole Nation is fo ftrongly a- 
Iftrroed at the Influence attending fo raitny Places, civil and 
miliury, without any Colour of Neceflity, agajnfi all Rules 
of OEconomy, u-antonly to add to that Influence, to create 
new Place?, new Dependences I How will this be thought 
of? how will ihisappear to the World ? Won't it look like 
taking A'Wantagc, an unfair, indecent Advantage of the 
generous Confidence placed in his Majelly by his People and 
Farliament, upon all Dfmindsmadcby him for the Support 
of this War, to incrcafc that Power in the Crown, from the 
Growth of which they dread fo many Mifchicfs? 

• Sir, not for the preTent only, but for all our future Deli- 
bencions concerning Supplies, there is one Caution I beg 
leavt to recommend tu this Hoafe, and that is, always to 
bxve it m our Tbooghts, that to a free Conftiialion of Go* 
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Anfw I j» Ceo vernment, there Is no Seafon Co daiigeroas, as the Time of 
";J7)P- a popular War i fyr, it has been in the Heat of foch Wars, 
y-yy'^\J that almoA «)1 free Statei> ancient atid modern, have been 
induced to make Conctflions, wink at Encroachments and 
tftablift Precedents, that have ended afterwards in the «n- 
lire Lofs of their Liberties. Sir, I hope the very Reverfc 
will happen here, and that we fliall, at the fame time, «- 
lend to the Recovery of Tuch of our Rights za have been 
invaded Abroad, and to the fccuring of fuch as may have 
been weakened at Home. I thirk it is the Defign of thii 
Motion, to prevent our being in Danger from the further 
Increafe of Influence, of their [our Right!) being weakened 
yet more. 

• As to the Praflice of former Timts, it muO be confi- 
dered. that we never had any thing like I'uch an Army ac 
Home in ihele Kingdoms before, and therefore large 
Draughts out of the Forces here could not have been made 
^ then, fo fafely as now; the Remainder would not have beea 

K a fuiScient Guard to us till Recruits could be railed ; but, I 

^^ apprehend, we make fuch Draughts in full Security now 4 

^^H^^H and this, I think a fufiicieot Aofwer to what was faid by the 

^^^^^B, worthy Member who fpoke lall. Sir. I Ihall trouble 70a 
^^^^^F no farther now, but heartily concur with this Motion/ 

^^^^^F Henry Fox, Efqt 

Kenn'Fov, * It is a general Obferviijon in all Debates, that thoiii 
^li who fpcak upon the right Side of the QueiHon, arc gene- 
rally the moll moderate and coot in the Argument; and 
thit, I think, was never more apparent, than in che prefent 
Debate. When I firlt heard the Motion, I thought it was 
a Motion that could not poflibly occaJion any Heat or AnU 
noficy amongil OS ; but in this refpetX I find myfelf difap- 
pointed, as I have often been upon the like Occafions; lor 
Jbme of thofc that have fpoke in favour of the Motion, have 
been picafed, I. think mofl unnecefTarily. to make Ufe of 
fome very warm ExpreiGoni. As the prefent QueilJoo can, 
in no Light, be confidered any other way than as a Difpate 
about the moil proper Method for raifing or forming a Body 
of Marines, I can fee no Reafon Gentlemen have fjr run- 
ning themselves into a Heat upon the Subject, or for mak- 
ing CJfc of any warm Refledioo againfi thofe, who differ 
from them in Opinion ; and, 1 am fure,' if Gentlemen 
wculd keep clofe to thcSiibjcct, and take Care to make no 
F.xcurfiuns into Matters that have no Relation to it, the 
Debate would be foon exhauAcd > becaote I mull think it a 

Debate 
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Debate quite Toreign to an/ thing that can properly come Anno ij, Gcfr 



^ this Day before us.' 

B ■ No Gentleman^ i £od, Sir, has queSioned its being 
^nectffary for us tg raifc or form a Body of Marines. If 
this had been the QtielUon, we might have taken it into 
Confideration, even before we had rend or confidered any of 
thcEllimatcs for the enluing Vcar ; but the pfcfent Debate 
i iDuil look upoD Ri anticipating the Confideration of the 
Eftiotatcs laid before us for the Service of the enrutng V'car, 
before they have been read, 1 believe, by any Gentleman ia 
ibis Houfc ; for if a Body of Marines is co be formed, it 
itmull be formed cither by raifing new Corps for chat Pur- 
pofe, or by employing fomc of ttie Regiments we have a]> 
ready on Foot in that Service. If you chufe the latter 
Method, you diminifh the Number of Land-Forces that are 
to be kept up for the cnfuing Year i and is not this, there* 
fore, debiting the Queftion abuut the Number of Land- 
Forces that are to be kept up for the cnfuing Year; be- 
vfore you liavc fo much as read the Edimatc of the Charge 
of the Guards, G-irrifons. and other his Maje^y'j L»ad- 
Forces, ibr the Year 1740, which was but Yeflerday laid 
before you r Some Gentlemen, who are more diligent than 
^ J. may perhaps already have call their Eye upon this 
H EAImate, b;it I mutt Confefs, that J have not fo much as 
^ looked at it; and considering its being fo lately laid be- 
fore us, and that there was no Probability of its coming 
under our Cirfideration before To-morrow; I cannot, in thia 
refpefi, accaic myfelf of any Ncgted of Duty. But 
whatever may be in this, whether 1 am guHty of a Neg* 
left or no. as I have not fecn the Eltimaie, 1 cannot take 
upon me to determine, whether the Addrefs propofed be 
jvoper or not, and thcrefure I cannocat prel'entagiccto it. 

• TK:s, Sir, mull with me be a prevailing Reafon for being 
DOW sgaind the Motion, and ought, t thtnk, to be fo with 
every Gentleman that is in the fame Circumtlances with me, 
whatever they may be hereafter; but there is another Rea- 
fon. a Reafon arifing from our ufual Form of Proceedings, 
that makes me againft the Motion at prefetit. I think ic 
was wfong to introduce (uch a Motion, and it would be more 
wrong to enter into the Merits of it, whilrt we are in a 
Houfc. Ai it is a Motion that relates to the Number of 
Ttoops to be kept up for the enluing Year, it is proper 
only for t Committee, where Gentlemen have Leave to 
fpeik fcver;il times upon the fame Qaeflion, nnd may rife 
up as often is Occafion requires to explain Ffl^ls, and anfwcr 
Arv>umcni:i or Objcdions. that can, perhaps, be expUined 

Iacd aofwered by noae butthui&ivcs. J hjivc not« indeed, 
beani 
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Anno 13, Geo heard any Arguments made ufe of in favour of the Quef- 
^^73£- tion, but fuch as, I think, may be cafily anfweredby any 
Gentleman in the Houfe i but others may be of a different 
Opinion ; and one Gentleman has already fpoke againft the 
Motion, who, could lie be allowed to (peak again, as he 
wou|d be, if we were in A Committee, would, I am certain, 
be able to anfwer every Argument in fevoar of the Motion, 
to the Conviaion of moft Gentlemen prefcnt. 

• Whether out of 28 or 29,000 Men, a fuiEcient Num- 
ber may be fpared for Sea-Service, without leaving the 
Kingdom defencelefs, isa Queilion, Sir, which, I think, we 
cannot enter into at prefent. The Eftithates are, it is true> 
before ut, but ss I have not, and, I believe, few Gentlemen 
have, looked into them, I do not know what Number of 
Land-Forces we have on Foot, nor do I know what Num- 
ber his Majelly thinks neceflary far the enfuing Year. 
From what I have heard, I believe, his Majcfty has aog- 
■mented his Land-Forccs; I think it was neceffary he 
fliould ; and when I look into the Eflimates, if it fcom 
thence appears, that his Majefty thinks 28 or 29,000 
Land- Forces neceffary for the Security of Great Bri- 
tain, during this next Year, 1 am not alhamed to fay, it 
will be a tirong Argument with me for thinking fo too; 
becaufe his Majefty mufl know our Danger better than I 
can. And if we ought, for the Sake of our own Security, ' 
to keep fuch a Number of Land-Forces here at Home, 
what fignifies the prefent Motion ? What would it fignify 
to prefent the Addrefs thereby propofed ? If the Body of 
Marines, allowed to be neceffary fay every Gentleman that, 
has fpoke in this Debate, ihould be formed from Draughts 
made out of the Regiments of Land-Forces we have now 
on Foot, thofe Draughts muft, even according to the Mo- 
tion, be immediately re-placed by railing Recruits. What 
then can it fignify, whether thofe Recruits be raifed for 
Marching-Regiments, or for Marines ? As Mankind are 
fond of every Thing that is new, and, as common Fellows 
will be readier to enter into the Sea than the Land-Service, 
I believe the neceffary Number of Recruits will be ijiore 
eafily and quickly raifed^ when they are all, or moft of 
them to be lifted for Land-Service; and as the War is al- 
ready declared, I think the moft fpeedy way is the beft, ef- 
pecialiy as it will be the cheapeft ; for the more ready Men 
are to engage in the Service, the lefs we fliall have Occaiion 
to give by way of enlifling Money. 

For my Part, Sir, I do not really well know what th« 
Honoorable Gentlemen mean by Draughts from the pre- 
fent Regiments of Foot. I hope they wgold not have thfe 
' Officers 



C 1C9 ) 

Officer* drawn away from oar MaTching-Regiments. If Annoi;,Geo> 

you do, you mult immediately uppuint others in their Head. l^^^^'_iP- 

For, I hope, ii will be allowed, that every Regiment of 

Land-Porces muft have its full Comp'emcnt of Officers ; 

and if you are refolved to make your Marines whai Msrines 

ought to be ; I mean, if yon are refolved to make them lie 

for L:ind'Service,aswelt asSn-Scrvice, yoa mull form them 

into Regiment*, and in ihat Cafe each Regiment of Marines 

muA haveiti tul! Complement of Officers, the fame as if H 

were dcfigncd lor a Marching- Regiment to ferve at J^nd 

only. 

• Thu!, it appears. Sir, that with regard to the Expencc, 
it ii the fame Thing, whether the Body of Mrines pro- 
pofcd, be formed by Uraught» from our Foot -Reg' men ts, or 
by raifing new Regimeati for that Purpufe; and ai to the 
Servke, his Msjclly is certainly the beft Jjdge of (he mod 
proper Method fjr forming the intended Body of Marines, 
Deca.d(ie it mult depend upon the S.-rvice in which ih<ry are 
<0 be employed. If our Marines are to be employed JtSea 
only, in order to make up tne Complements of our Men of 
War, and to leave Seimen for the Merchant Service, rtew- 
rtifed Men are every bit as proper as old Soldier*: Nay, 
they are rather better, bccaufe they will generally coiifill of 
younger Men; and this Cafe, I (hall grant, there would be 
no Occafion for fo many OfBcers. But if our Marines are 
to be employed likewife upon Land, and to l-c (bat upon any 
Expedition agaiod the Enemy, they mufl be r(.'gimenii*d as 
other Lind-Forcesare ; and in this Cafi; 1 make no Q;jctlion. 
but that his Majefly will, without any Addrefs from u*^ 
order the Rcgimenu of Marines to be formed partly from 
Draughts of private Men from old Regiment!, and partly 
by new Recruits j in which Cufe, they will, with rcfpcct 
to Scriricc, be upon the fame Fooling with our o!d Keg;- 
nents; for every Regiment of Foot now in the Service, 
mull neceflarily, by the late Augmentation, have a great 
Number of raw, undifciplincd Men in it. 

* For this Reafoo, Sir, f m.ifl think, that the on?y Quef- 
lion now before us 11, Whether the Number cf Land- 
Forces, propoled by the Eftijnate now upon our TabI?, be 
the Icalt Number that ought to be kept up for the Oi'f*nce 
of this KirgdofH ; and a« this Quellion was never, 1 believe, 
canva^eo. but in the Cummittre of Supply, I cannot think 

kit proper for oorprctcnt Confidoratton. 
' Genttcracn I find. Sir, are mighty apt roiind &ult with 
the Number of our Officers t and 1 do not 10 the leall won- 
der at it; The Ejtprncc and Danger of luch, are popular 
I Topics that will, i bclKve, be made ufe of aitaiuU every fu- 
■ Vol. VI. Z ture. 
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An^Ol;.G«» hire. a« well as ihey have been againft every pnft Admini 
" flutiun. Some ol ihofe, who now infill upoo thoic To- 

pics, may rcinccnber their having been matJc ufeof agKioft 
themlcivcs; bat, Tainlure, no Gentleman will (ay. that an 
Army can be kept up without Ofiiceti : I believe it will be 
generally allowed, that the more OSicers there are in aa 
Army, the better it will alwayj be. The French have a 
greater Number cf Officers ux Proportion than wc hiive, 
and it is thia that makes their Armies fo tormic-able; fiir 
(heir common Men are rather worfe than thofe of any of 
iheir Neighbours. Tt is their ^reat Number of Officers 
that lus generally made ih''ir Troops lupurior to the Ger- 
tmost and as the French Nation has always been our mof 
formidable Enemy, we ought to take care tu repdcr oi^i 
Troops, at leaft, as good at theirs : If we can €il] upon any 
Method to render tuem better, we ought to make ufeof i( | 
bec^ui'e our Ironps iire not near To numerous. 

' We have, it is true, Sir. and mult htive a great Number 
of Officers, a« long ;>8 we keep up either Fleet or Army i 
bull do nut know, that the N.tion is alarmed at the Influ- 
ence attending fo many Places Civil and Military. I know 
great P:iins have been taken co raife fuch an AJarm ; but, I 
Aope« without any EfT^A; for Government cnnnoc be fup- 
iported without Places Civil and Military, and the Numbi 
of them muft alw.iysi>ear a Proponion to the Largenefa 
the Society to which they belong, and the Ufe that Societjr 
may have fur them. Without a proper Number of OAv- 
cers ID a Sxiety. Diforder and Coofufion mull enfuej and 
therefore. I cannot tfiink it right to endeavour to alarm the 
Veople of a Society with the Number of Officers Civil and 
Alilitary, unleis there were really a great Number more than 
were neceffary for fupporting Order, and preventing Confu* 
iioo, which, 1 am fare, is not the Cale of thia Nation at 
prefent. In War we mull have more than we have Occft* 
fion for in Peace ; therefore I am furpriced to hear thofe, 
who were fo fanguinc for a War, pretending to be alarmed 
at the Inflticnce of foch a Namber of OfTtcers. They 
could not but forelee, that, in Time of War, we null increafc 
both our FItt'ts and Armies, muft always produce an In- 
creafe in the Number of our Officers, both Civil and Mili> 
ury. -v 

• But this, Sir, is departing from the Queflion in Hand 
If we are to have a Body of Marines, we mull have a pro- 
per Number of Officer* for commanding that Body; and as 
no Gentleman denies our being under a Neceffiiy to effai- 
bliih a Body of Marines, no Gentleman can doubt of our 
being under an cquA] Nccclfity (0 appoiat a ftffficient Nuqi 

ber 
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htrof Officers for cotnmanding tbcai. The only Quefiion Annoij.fiir 
now before us ij, Wh fiber we fliall diminifti the Number I* '71P 
of our Land-Forces* by drawing from thence a Body cf 
Marines i and this being a Qacition not yet ripe for our 
Corfidrration. nor proper white we are in a Huurci as I 
havealteady fliewo. I cannot agree coit.' 

Jofeph Oanvcii, Efqi 
Sir, 

• I am glad to find thit every GeDtlbnan, who has Tpoke jofcr^h Tan- 
in ttiis Debate, fcems convinced of the Ncceflky of our ^«rs» El'^; 
raifing a Budy of \farines. They >rc, in my Opinion, Sir, 
io ncceflory, that I flialt be not only for raifing, but keep- 
ing tbeni. After they are once properly difcipJined, they 
will do as well at I/idJ, as any of the Regiments we huve 
now on Foot, and always when we ftaod in need of it, they 
wtl] be of grea,: Service at Sea. I have had the Honour, 
Sir, to fcrve my Country at Sea. Ic is now, indeed^a long 
while ago. almoll five a nd thirty Years ; but t have not tjuite 
forgot what I thenobfcrvcd; and, as I have been at Sea, and 
have fccn Mirinci on Ship-board, I know better what Vie 
they may be of, than thofc who never were in that Service. 
Sir, there are many Services on board a Man of War, which 
Mariaes in a very fhori time become as fit for, as the bell 
and moll thorough-bred Sramen. They cannot, indeed, go 
aloft, but they can loon learn to manage the Guns, bawl m 
the Anchors, and, in Oiort, every other Service that is to be 
performed upon Deck, or any whero between Decks. 

' It is [rue, Sir, that even for Ihefe Services, Men muft 
have feme Experience: They muft be for a few Day*, or 
perhaps fara few Weeks, at Sea, in order to feafon them to 
that Climate, to learn to Ibnd upon their Legs, and to m;)kc 
themfelves acquainted with the fever a I Services that are to 
be performed on Deck, or between Decks. A Soldier, 
therefore, let him have been trained to military Diicipline 
lu long as you will, is as unfit for being a Marine, as any 
PeHcw juittiken from the Plough, orasthemcercft Vaga- 
bond that run be picked op in the Streets. Sir, a Soldier 
*»d a Marine are. I may fay, quite different Creatures : 
Tfacy are as different as an Otter and a Fox. Why'thco 
jhooldyoudiminifti the Number of yoardifcipliaed Soldiers, 
for the fgke of forming a Body of Marines, when new- ^ 
raifed Men arc every whit ss fit for the Service ? As we ' 
have now had a long 'VTa& of peaceable Times, there mull 
be in every City and Town, and io every Corner of ihe 
Coontr)', a great Number of idle Fellows, who are not only 
• Borden , but vtry troDblcfomc and dangeroas to the Coun- 
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Annoi5,Geo try where they »t prefent refidc. It will be a public Bene 
*^ '7J9- fit to rid the Country of them, and they may be ufefully 

lyV^J employed as Marines on board our Men of War. It would 
therefore, in my Opinion, be b double Prejudice to the 
Country, to form a Body of Marines by making Draughts 
out of our Foot'Regiments ; becaufe it would be drawing 
away from usthofe Men whoj in cafe of an Invafion, would 
be of great Service to their Country, and leaving at Home 
thofe, who are at prefent a Burden, and who, in cafe of an 
Invaflon, would be very apt to join the Enemies of their 
Country. 

' I Ihall grant, Sir, that the regular Troops we have now 
on Foot, would be better for immediate Lmd Service, than 
a Bo(iy of Marines wholly compofed cf new-raifed Men j 
but unlefs ws-ihould be invaded at Home, I can fee no Rea- 
fon to fuppofe, that we fhall have immediate Ufe for either. 
We are not, I hope, to make any Attack upon rhe Spani- 
ards at Land in any Part of Europe; and if we fhould re- 
folve to attack them at Land in America, we cannot propofe 
to fend out a Fleet with Land- Forces on board for that Pur- 
pofe, till towards the End of next Summer, becaufe the 
Heats in that Part of the World are to cxce0ive in the Sum- 
iner-Time, that our Troops would probably fuffer more by 
them than th^y could by the Enemy. Confidering the Hu- 
mour that, at prefent, prevails in the Nation, we may, I 
hope, be able to compleat the Body of Marines propofed, 
by new Levies, in a Month or two; and^ in that Cafe, they 
will have feven or e<ght Months to learn, their Difcipline, 
before we can fend them out upon any Expedition againft the 
Enemy, where Land-Forces are reqiiifit^. In chat«Time 
they may be as expert in the Difcipline proper for Land* 
Service, as any of the Regiments we have now on Foot, 
aiid would, I hope, behave as well as could be expelled 
from any Body of Men whatever ; but as it will, probably, 
be necefTary co fend a greaterNumbCr of Land-ForcesAbroad, 
upon any Expedition wo may' undertake, than the whole 
Number of Marines now propofed to be raifcd, I b*Iieve 
our Marines, go when they will, muA be accompanied by 
fome of the Foot- Regiments now in the Service ; which 
Ihews, that we ought not to diminilh our prefent Quota of 
Land Forces, by drawing fuch a Number out, in order to 
form a Body of Marines. 

* Whether 26,000 Men be neceflary for our Defence at 
Home, is not now. Sir, the Queftion. Suppofe th«t fo great 
B Number may not be neceflary ; yet, furely, in Time of 
War, we ought to raife and keep up a greater Number of 
Land-Forces than is barely neceflary for our Defence here . 

at 
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at ffome. We oagbt to have fach a Number on Foot, as Anno 1 ^rjeo 
may enable hi* MajcHy to lend 8 or 10,000 Abroad upon H- )7JP- 
any Fjcpedition he may ihink fit tauadert«kc, for dillrelling "^^X^V '^ , 
the Enemy in their own Dominion^ Sir, aj I moll tiear- 
lity with to fee the War profecuted in the mofl vigorous 
manner, and as I do not know but that we have more Ene- 
mies than we as yet koow uf. I ihnW le fo far from refulv- 
iog to grant no greater Number of Land- Forces than are 
juU necelfiry for our Defence at Horoe^ that I am tefolved, 
i came here, this Scfliun, relolvcd, to gran as many L»nd- 
i'orccs. Seamen, and Marines, ai Im M^ji-'lly fhould dcfire: 
and &Qce I came here, 1 have heard ooiliing that can in 
the lead fhake this Refolution f for if more ' Land Forces 
be defired than are nceeflary fur our Defence at Home. I 

*0)all fuppofe his VlajcHy intends to fend out a fufficient 
Number of them for attacking the bncm)' Abroad j and I 
am fart no Gentleman would defirc, that bisMajcily iboald 
communicate to u3 his tnceniions in this refpeA, or fhould 
tell us what Number of Land-Forces be propofes to lend 
Abroad for thispurpofc. 

* I hdve not as yet peruied the Eflimates that were laid 
before OS Yeilfrday, no more than the Honourable Gentle- 
man thst fpoke Mi bat^Sir, I am extremely glad to hcar^ 
that his M-ijcdy dedres no more than 28 or 29,000 Land- 
forcej,and 6 or 7000 Marinea, for the Service of (he enfu* 
ing Year. It is 10 me a convincing Proof, that we have no- 
thing to fear, for next Year at Icali, but from Spain atone i 
and if that Nation ftands alone againll us bjt for one Year, 
I hope we fhali be able to give a very good Account of our 
Campaign. ] expei^ed, indeed, that the Demand wou'd 
have been much greater, and therefore I am furprized to 
bear Gentlemen boggling at fiich a Demand, and endea- 
vouring to perfuade ifais Houfe not to agree to iti for this 
I take to be the plam McaniDg of the Motion now under 
oar Confidcration. His Majelty has dellred 28,000 Land- 
Forces, and 6000 Marines; and we are dciired to tell him 
by way of Addrefs, that we will grant bim the 6000 Ma- 
rines, but thcQ they mull be draughted out of the 28,000 
Land Forces. Is not this an abfolute Refufal of the Num- 
ber of Land Forces deHrcd ? Is it not dirr^iy telling him* 
that we will grant him but 22,000 Land-Forces? This is 
certainly the Light this Motion ought to be confidered in ; 
and io this Light, I hope there are not many in this Houfe 
that will agree to it. 

* I am as much. Sir, as any Man, againfl keeping up a 
numerous Standing-Army in Time of Peace, 1 wilh there 

V wen not a red Coat co be fees withm the Kingdom. A 
H Standing- 
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Arinoij^Geo StancIing'Army is in all Countries an Evil, and in a. free 
Country it is a greater Evil thm in any other ; bin it i^ an 
Evil we mull rdbmic to, fortlic fake of avoiding a grcatrri 
and, in Time of War» when we mull always be in more 
Danger oJ th:it greater Evil, ih;in in Time of Pt^ce, I 
jhill never be for cJiminifhing tie lefler Evil; for if our 
Arrny were ten timti as nnmcrous as (t is, we ought tofub- 
mtllo it, rathrr than expofe 0T:ri'clve.« lo tbat greater, I ntay 
fay that gredtcli of EviFr ; for ttiii Reafon, I cAnnot agree 
with that Pan of the Motion, which advifes the Marinci to 
be formed by Draughts from the prefenc Regiments of 
Foot ; nor can I agree with thai Part of the MOiion, which 
advifes to have as many printe Men, and as few Ofiiccrs, as 
tfic Nature of the Service wJJ( admit ; bccauffc it feems to 
iniinunie, rs if ftvixr OlHccrs in Proportion would do for 
Marines, thin for Land Forces. What oiher Gert'emeil^ 
iPMy mean hy Marines I do not know; but by Marines P 
mean, a Body of Troops that may be employed either at 
Sea or Land, asOccafian may require; and if they are eret 
to be employed at Land, ihey muA be regimenred, and muft 
Jiave the fame Number, and the fame fore of Ofiicers that 
are neceffiry for Land Service. Thus, Sir. I have give 
you my Reafons for being againll every Part of the Addrefs 
propflted, and for thefe Reafons I (hall, moll heaitily, give 
toy Negative to the Quellton.' 

William Pulceney, EU^i 
Sir, 

Vitltimrtilce- * It is a little furprizing, that a certain Set of G' 
ncy, Ki^ men, nctwithflanding tht many Admonitions the/ have had,^ 
fhoald always bring his Majclly's Name into every Debate 
th^t happens in this Houfe. As a private Gentleman, Sir, 
I ihonld be ready upon all Occaftons to put a full Coofi* 
dence in his Majefty : To believe we are in Danger, whert 
hefeys. he chinks we are ; and to believe that the Sums hC 
demands, and the Number of Troops 'he propofes, arc ne-f 
ceffiry for ourSecority. This, I fey, I fhonld think my- 
fclf obliged as a private Gentleman to believe, tin'efs I 
had very good Reafon to chink his Majcfty had been mifiO', 
formed and impofed on. But, as a Member of this (iou{c, 
as a Trurtee for the Purfes, the Liberties and the Privii _ 
of the People of Great Britain, I am under an indifpenlabl', 
-Obligation, not to allow myfeif to be an implicit Believer^ 
even in my Severe gn. As fuch. I am, in Duty to thofe 
reprerent, bound to fuppofe, that every Speech his M«jefty 
makes from the Throne, every Mcffage hefcnds under hit 
Hand la Writing, and much more every Demand made in 
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his Name, isthcSE>c«ch, the iMeflage, or the Demanij, not Anno i), See. 
of my Sovereign, buco/. his MiniUcr ; and thai, therefore, H i-;]fi- 
I not only may, bu: ought to examine it with great Free V^/'tS^ 
dom, and to believe In oocbing but whit I uoi convinced of 
by inconteiiabtc Fs^i.orutianlwerablc Arguments. 

. * 1'his, Sir, ii my Duty as a Member of Out Houfe, and 
H a Trullee for the PurJe , the L.bertics, and the Privi egea 
of [he People of Great Britain ; therefore, when a Oemiod 
comes to this Moofe tor loading the People with a heavy 
fiardeOf and endangering our Conliiiution, by raifing, or 
keeping within the lil-ind, a oumcrous Siaoding-Army, 
binder Pretence of our being in Danger of an Infafioni tho' 
it be made in his MajeUy's Name, fam to fuppofe it comes 
origio.iUy from the MiaiAcr : and, upon that Suppofition, 
J ought to conlV'cr, whether that Army be demanded for 
prcvenciog or defeating snlnvafion intended to be made by 
Foreigners upon our fcrritorics, or ior encouraging and 
rendering fuccelsfulan Invafion intended to be made by Mi- 
alReri upon our Rights and Privileges. Genticmcn may 
talk what they will about reafooablc Fears, and caufelefs 
jealouiies, but. in this Cafe, every Man ought to be guided 
by hisownConfcieiice, and to uke particular Care that his 
Judgment Qiail not be directed by any felhQi Conftderation ) 
and, were I the moU intimate Friend of a Minifter, as tkfi 
Invaiioos of MiniAers have been much more frequent than 
the Invafions of Fweigneri, I Ihould rather chufe to be dj- 
reAed by my Jealoulic5 than my Fears : Nay, wcr< i a Mi- 
Diller, or even a Princ-Miniiler. which, I iruft in God, I 
iball never afTed to be, I QioiUd think him an bonell Man 
that (hewed more Jealoilfy of me than Apprehenfion of 
foreign Daiiger i and z& long ts my Defigna were honeft 
ftodjuft. J fhould trult more upon hi& FriendQiip, than in the 
Fricnd/tiip of thofe I found ready upon all Occafloas to rc- 
ccivr whatever Impre^ions I had s Mind to make. 

' 1 lay. Sir. that, as the Invafions of Minillers hive been 
much nsore frequent than the InvaHons ftf Foreigners, we 
ought, stall times, to be more jealous of the former, ttian 
afraid of the hiier ; but when Dangers are pretended, 
which we have no Keajbn to be afiaid of, at leaft no Reafon 
but fach a uae at muii always fubiill, and an Argument ii 
drawn from thence lor convincing us we ought to load the 
People, and endanger our Oonllitution. by keeping a nume- 
j<0U2 Standing-Army within thelHaiui, there is then no room 
ibrjcaloufyt the Intuition becomes evidcni. which, in my 
Opinion, is the Cafe ac prefent. It is ridiculous to imagine, 
that the Spaniards ever dejigned to invade us with thofe 
Troops that h&ve inttly marched iruo Gaihcis, When ihey 
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AnnoijiGcahaveireal DeOgn to invade u£, ihey will revrr prepare for 
'Lirjp- it in that i^urttT, as may he fufficicntly coeivir.ccd by Ex- 
^'^y\^\^ pcner.ce; btcauic their preparing a Fleet of Tranfporo at 
any Port in that Prov:iice, or in the Bny of Bifcay, muli 
always give us a fcafonabie Alarm. Therefore I muft iu^ 
pjfe, that their marching Troops into that Quarter, was 
either to guard againlk our invading them, o; to give fome 
People here a Pretence for frighcijing us with the Dangrrof 
our Wing invaded by them ; but this Pretence can be of no 
Weight with thofe who confider, that Troops without Shipi 
can never be of any dargcrous Conlec|uence to this IflaiuJ. 
The Armies of Spain. fiay, the Armies of France, let them 
march where they will, can never give Terror to any Man 
of Cooimon-Scnfein this Ifl.ind, unlefswefind they are pre- 
paring Ships for trarfporting them hither ; and this, [ hope. 
we fiijll always hear of time enough to prevent the At- 
tempt, which we may rafily do aa long as we have a fuperior 
Navy, 

■ Suppofe. Sir, the Spaniards have a real DcHgn to invade 
OS, and that they have marched their Troops into Gallicia foe 
that Purpofe; wc know they have no Fleet of Tranfport- 
Ships either in the Parts of thjit Province, or in any other 
Ports within their Donfioions, for tranfporting thofe Troopt 
to this lOand. Jf they defign to invade us with fach i 
Number of Troops, as ought to give us Uneafiriefs. they 
cannot in }efs than three or lour Months, provide a (ulficieni 
Fleet for tranfporting them ; and in thftt interval, as fuch 
Preparations cannot be privately made, we fhall have time 
not only to provide tor our Defence, but to put it out of 
their Power to make the AtTcmpt. This they know very 
well, and therefore, I am convinced, they wilt never gtvc 
the Icafl Countenaoceto fuch a ridiculous Projedt. But Tup- 
pofe they intended to make an lavafion upon us with 4 or 
5000 MtB, which is the grcateti Number they coald provide 
Triinfports for. without giving us timely Notice of their 
Defign ; are wc to keep z8,ooo Men, or even 18.000 Men 
here at Home, to goard us ag:iinft fuch an Attempt? Are 
the Numbers of the Difaffctlcd here f-t Home fo great, that 
4 or 5000 Men would enable them to overturn our Govern- 
ment, tho' fupported by more than double that Number of 
regular Troops in Ireland, and more than treble the Nom- 
ber in Great Briuin ? This is wh»t no Man, who is a Fricod 
to the niuDrious Family now upon our Throne, will afert; 
and therefore, no Man that 13 a Friend to our prefent Ella* 
blilhment ought, I think, to pretend that we arc la ibekaft 
Danger of an tnvafmn. 

• An Invaiion, Sir, wuh fuch a fmaJl Nambejof T>oops» 
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'Raid hardly nife finy Commotion, miich Ie($ a dsngeroui Anno 
'ivil WarJD the Bwwels of ihe Kingdom. Even the fdW 
'lilafic^cd we have amongit us would be (hy of joining 

h a fmall Body of TrcxJps : 1 nm convinced, no Mud of 

mily or Fcrtune would ; and. therefore, I am convinced 
thry would re Imbirk, if vve gave them leave, as foon a« 
they foand ihcmlclvcs diiappointcd of the cxpcAcd Aflift- 
ance, or would furrender to the firlt Body of our Troops 
ieotagninit rhcm, in cale they tcund they could not re-im- 
bark. From hence I maft conclude, that, as long as Spain 
cofltmaes alone in the War againll us. wf srt not in th« 
leaft Danger of an Invalion ; and fappofe France Qiould 
join with Spain, we fhoaid have no Occafion to provide 
againft an InvaAon, efprcially by raifing a numerous Army 
to be kept within the Jfiiod, till they had begun lo make 
Preparations fur that Purpole. I do not fappofe that France 
wHl join in the War againll an t I am almofl ccriatn they 
will not, if we take right Meafurcs to prevent it. Boi, if 
ihey (hould join, or if we have now any reafonable Caufe to 
fufj^>cfl that chcy will. I am fure we have not yet provided, or 
propofed a fufficient Number cither of Seamen or Marines ; 
and as Prance has not yet joined, nor probably will for feme 
Monthi to come, inllead o< being fo curious and nice, as we 
have becr^ fince the Beginning of this War, about having 
expert Seamen for manning our Ships of War, we ftiould 
have begun with taking as few expert teamen as poillble, 
and filling up the reft of every Ship's Complement with 
Marines, or ablcbodicd-Landmen. This, I fay, we oggfac 
■0 have done, becaufe, whild we were at War with a Nation 
that could nkike no Head ^tgainll us at Sea^ we ought to 
have t:iken the Opportunity to increafe our Body of S:a- 
men, by iatlnifiing and feafoning Landmen to the Service, 
hi order to proridcngainll a Nation*! cnicnng into the War, 
that could make feme Head againfl us at Sea. If we had 
done this, neither our Seamen nor ourTrade would have bcea 
fo much diSrefled, nor would the Enemy's Privateers have 
iraverfed the Seas in Purfuit of our Merchant men with fo 
Riiich Safety and Succels; and in a Vear or two*& time, we 
fhould have fo much incrrafed our N^tionsl Strc.'»s^f Sea- 
men.-as to hiive very little to upprcbend from the united 
Power of France and Spain. Wh-t the Event cf the War 
may be, God only knows ! X wilh ic may be fucceiLfiil ; but £ 
mart fay, that, in my Opinion, we have not hitherto taken 
one right Meafore in preparing for it, nor one vigorous Step 
in carrying it on. 

• But now. Sir, fuppofc France were already aflmlly 
engaged in the War agatoU us. 1 (hall grant, that we ought 
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Anno i;, Geo in that Cafe to have a greater Number of Land-Forces o'' 
11.1739. poot than we have at prefent; but fhould thofe Forces be 
^/"V^^^ kept at Home to defend us againll Invaiions ? No, Sir, a« 
long as we are Mailers at Sea, with regard to Invafions, we 
have almoft as little to fear from Fiance, as from Spain : 
Neither of them can invade this happy Ifland with any 
coniiderabJe Number of Trqops, without a long and expen- 
ftve Preparation ; which Preparation can be made no where, 
but in one of their Sea-Ports, and there we may fend and 
deAroy it, or lock it up, as foon as we hear of it, which we 
ihall always -do long before it can be ready to put to Sea. 
# - Even in this Cafe therefore, inftead of keeping our Troops 

encamped or quartered ac Home, we ought to fend the greatell 
/ Fart of them on board our Fleet, or to our foreign Domi- 
nions, from whence they could eaftly make Incurfions or 
Ini'afions upon the Enemy. For our Security here at Home, 
if we keep a llrong Squadron in the Channel, with a good 
Number of Ships ready to be put in Gommillion, we Ihall 
never have Occallon to be afraid of an Invasion ; and if we 
would bat take a little more Care of our Militia, than we 
have done for many Years pafl, we Jhould always be able 
and ready to repel any fuddeh Incurilon, nay more ready 
than ,wc can propofe to be any other way ; for we cannot 
' propofe to keep 4. or 5000 regular Troops in each County j 
whereas, if Pains had not been taken to render our Militia 
defpicable, in order to make a Standing Army neceflary, 
the Militia of any one County in England would be able to 
encounter, and probably defeat fuch a fmall Number of In- 
v^ers, without the AiHilaiice of our regular Army. 

• Thus, Sir, itappears, that for the fake of defending us 
againll an Invaiion, we have not the leatt OccaJion for 
keeping a Standing-Army of 28 or 29,000 Men here at 
Home ; and therefore, as we have that Number now on 
Foot in this Ifland, we may eafily Iparc to fend 6 or 3coo 
of them to ferve as Marines on board our Men cf War. 
But now fuppofe we intend to make an Attack upon the 
Enemy, as 1 hope we do, the Gentlemen who have fpoke ■ 
upon the other Side of the Quellion have told us, we can- 
.noc propofe to fend out any I'roops for that Purpofe before 
the End of rext Siimmer. If this be the Cafe, why ihould 
we raife any new Troops before the old are fent out ? It w'0. 
tiien be lime.enough to conlider, whether it 5e neceHary for 
Hi to replace them, and in cafe it Iliould, it may foon be 
done by new Levies, and in the mean time the Pay of a 
Number of ui'elefs Troops will be faved to the Nation. I 
hope we do not intend to lend our new raifed Troops, call 
them Marines, or what you wiil, upon any Expedition a- 
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linll the Enemy. What will thofe Gcbtlcraen £iy, who Annot^.Ceo", 
vcfjrraany Yc^rsbcen rcl'ing us, thstncw niicd 'I'roops 111749. 
arc good fur nothing, and ihat therrfore wc ought to ktep 
A numerous Sanding-Armv always on Foot? How cm 
lh«re Gcnclcmcn, 1 lay, nnlwer for ir, if they fliould now, 
in Time of War, fend newraifcd Troops upon the moll 
dangerous Service, and keep at Home, where there is na 
Uanger, thofr Veterans, for whole Skill in martial Dtfci* 
pline the Nation has, for (o many Years, paid fuch large 
aonaal Sums of Money f Will i( not then with Jmlice be 
^id, that o«r Veteran Troops are "kept at Home only for a 
RareeShow; and^thne our new-rai(ed Troops arc fcnt 
Abroad againll the Enemy, becaufe they cannot fo hand- 
fomety dance thro' their Exercifes at a Review ? 

• Sir, this may, perhaps, look a liitic ludicrous; butif 
we confiJer what an EffeCl this ConfideraMon may have 
Upon Men, who have any regard to their Honour, it mutt 
appear fcrious to every Man, who has a regard for our 
prcftn: happy Etlablirtimcnt. In Tours of Fatigue, a Sol- 
dier, or a Regiment of Soldiers may cxcufe tl*eir not being 
employed; but in Tours of Dnrger, cfpccftlly where 
Glory and Riches may be acquired, every Soldier, and every 
Corps of Soldier;, that huve any Honour, mull look upoa 
it as an Affront, if they are not employed in their Turn. 
This, Sir, m.iy m:ikc our Veteran Troops our greatcll Ene- 
mies t and by fuch Means, that very Army, which, for fo 
many Years, has been kept up for the Security of the Royal 
Family, may be the Oiaic of its Overthrow, and may pro* 
duce as great a Revolution in thi> Kingdom, as ever a Mu- 
tiny of the Jani7.arics did in Turkey. 

« Vor this Rcafon, Sir, as well as for the fike of Succefs, 
I hope oar bell Troops will be fentout upon any Expedition 
We intend for attacking tlic Enemy, cither in Europe or 
America. But I am furpt-Kd to hear Gentlemen dy, we 
cannot propofe fo attack Spain in Eurof^e, or lend out any 
Exprdttion againtt them till the End of next Summer. I 
■ihail gr.'int itii not our Bufincfs to attempt miking any Con- 
quefU \ipQn ihem in Europe i bat is this a Reafon why wc 
0iouU not annoy them as much as poffibic, by making In- 
curlioni, anJ plundering the Co.ids nf their Dominion!', 
£veD in Europe? Can they prevent this as long as we are 
~ laftcra at Seai No, Sir; notwithflanding the numerous 
Army they have, they cannot prevent it ; becaufe a Eieet of 
Ships can I'lH filler from one Part of the Coatl to anoiher, 
laa a Biidy of Troops can march; and therefore, if we 
7 vt 8000 LaodForces on board tiic Squadron wc now 
aptm (heir Coatts, ibey might often find an Opportu- 
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Anno i;.<j«omty to land, snd ranCack a great Part of t)ie adJRccRt 
Il-i7tp' Couoiry, and to retire agaia v.'i:h Safety on board their 

^X"V""^^ Ships, before the Spmurds ccuW gailicr togecher a fufficitnt 
Body of Troopt tooppafn tticm. By this Meaiu.we might 
liarrafs their Troops, and keep their whole Sea Coall ia a 
perpetual Alarm ; aod. perhaps, tind an Opportunity to de* 
ftroy thoie Works our TamenuU Ojitie Years fince allowed 
them tu crc£t, within CanQon-Shotot Gibralur. 

* 1$ there any Rezfun to be ^lllgacd. Sir, for delaying to 
fend Troopa upon fuch an Expedition, till the End of next. 
Sumntrr? Cans Reafon be aHigiied for its not b^virg been 
already done} I knew that the Month uf July, Augult, or 
September, is the proper Time for (ending oat a fiody.of 
Land Forces to attack ilic Spiniardi in America; and i 
likcwilc know, ihac^ if we h^d fblluwed tl.e Example cither 
of Queen Elizabeth or Oiivcr Cromwell, wc fhould have 
begun the War wiih furh an Expedition. I hope to fee 
more vigorous and better-concerted Meafurcs taken next 
Summer : I hope to Tee an Expedition fcni out for annoying 
the Spanilh Dominions iii liuropc. and another for conquer- 
ing fome V^n of their Dominions in America; but both. 
I think, may be undertaken without railing (omuch a& one 
new Kegiment; bccaufe cut of z8,ooo Men, the Number, 
of our regular Forces now on Foot in this liland, we ma] 
fpare a fufiicicnt Number of Troops for both. As we ha ' 
now lucb a prodigious Navy at Sea, I do not think wc ha 
life for a greater Number of Troops at Home, than we 
CTcr had in Times of the molt profound Tranquillity j aod 
^ therefore I think, we may fparc to (end at leaft 16.000 
againft the Enemy, which is a fufiicieni Number for both 
thclc Expeditions, and a fufiicicnt Number for any Ucca-^ 
fion wc may have, as long as Spam lUnds alone in the WalB 
agaiiiil us. If France, indeed, (hould declare in favour of 
Spain, we muil then augment our Land-Force both Abroad 
and at Honu i but this we may cafily and aJmoU. inJUriily 
do by new Levies, and by lik'ng foreign Troopi into our 
Pay} and, till this Event happens, wcooght tu Jave all we 
can, in order to be the better able to fupport fuch a heavy 
War, when it h&ppens to bre-dk out. 

* Frugality, Sir, is extremely ncceflUry at the Begiaoiog 
of every War; bccaufe, after a War is once begun, no Man 
can tell when it will end. The prefenr War may be of 
longer Continuance than fomc People imagine. [ have 
more Fears that way, than 1 Ihall now ejcplain. I jhall 
now only fay, that, if we accept of no Peace but an ho> 
nounble one, the War will not. I believe, be foon over; 
ud, therciore, we ought to t4ke Care not to run carfeJves 
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oat of Breath in the Beginning of a long CoBrfe. Spite of Anno 
tbe moll vigoroui and bcU concerted Nlearurcs, the War Kl- 
miy lilt for feveral Years, and may become much mCic 
heavy tbao ic la at prcfvtiti but. H our Meafurcs OiouM 
bereal;cr be asmucb inilucoced by our Fearsof an fnvaiion, 
as they feem by this Dcbace to be ac prelent, 1 may pro- 
phciy that we Oiall never be able to bring ii ton happy or 
honourable Conclufioo. If our Fc^ara of an Invalion at 
Home ihould lo much cngrofi cur Care and Aitcution, as , 
Co prevent our being able to lake due Care of uur Trade or 
Dominions Abroad, the War may, perhaps, end in the 
l>eAru6tion or X^h of a great Fart of both ; which God. 
in his infinite Mercy, will, I hope, prevent; for, bcGdcs 
the Ruin it would bring upon thin Nation, it would very 
much endanger our prcfent happy Eftabttfliment, and con* 
fequenly the Proicltant Religion, and the Liberties of 

(Europe. 
* For this Reafon, Sir. we ought ooc to allow oarfelves to 
be induced, by groundicfs Fears, to be at the Expence of 
railing or keeping up mure Furceii, cither at Home or A- 
broad. than are abloluiely nccelTary ; nnd thofe we do keep 
up ought to be employed in the moll vigorous manner, and 
in thofe Places where they can mott annoy the Enemy, or 
contribute moft to the Advantage of iheir Country. It is 
our BuGnefs in tbia Houfe to grant what Supplies are neccf- 
lary for the public Service ; but it is likcwifc our Bniinefs 
to advife his MajcAy to make ufe of the moft frugal Mc. 
thodf, and even lo point out thcfe Methods, which wc think 
may be the moll frugal and cjTcAuat. For this Purpofe we 
■ ftand in need of no fccrcc Jnteiligence ; and theicfore, cbo* 
\ Vie cannot prefciibc, we may giv« our Advice with regard 
cither to Peace or War. Thiiisour Duty j this is all that 
is attempted at prcfent ; and if doing our Duty in this re- 
rpeA is to be called Animofity, it is a laudable Animoltty : 
It it fuch an Animofity as, I bopci will ever prevail in thts 
Houfe. An Honourable Genttcoian was pleafcd to make 
»n Obfervatioo, that tliofe who have the right Side are gene- 
rally the cooled in the Argument: I Ihall give him two for 
bis one ; tho' I am fir from faying, that either of them is 
applicable to any Gentlemen in this Houfe, One Is, that 
the Ucccitful, who have a mind to impofe upon the Utider- 
Oaoding, are always extremely cool in their Arguments; 
and the other is, that the Advocate who fpraks for his Fee, 
Cetdom fhcwk fuch a natural Warmth, as the Man that 
{pealU in his own Caule. In this Houfe ii would be in 
vain for any Man to attempt lo impote. and I hope I RiaU 
never fee any Man in it fpcak for his Fee : bat 1 do not at 

all 







( rg2 ) 

Anno 13, Geo all wonder to fee a decent Warmth exprefled; for I hope 
IL i7jp. every Man thinks he fpeaks in his own Caufe, becaufe it is 
C/^VN^ the Caufe of his Country. * 

• The prcfent Queftion,'Sir, is, I think, as much the 
Caufe of my Country ks any Qatftion that ever happened 
in this'Houfe, The War we are now engaged in is, it is 
true, as yet but a Bauble : It is as yet a fort of Toy we may 
play a little with; but it may become one of the moll 
heavy and dangerous Wars this Nation was ever engaged 
in ; and then we may have Caufe to repent of every Shil- 
ling we needlcfsly threw away at the, Beginning, There 
is as great a Difference between being a Mifer and being 
frugal, as there is between being frugal and being grodigal. 
Frugality is the Mean which a wife Man will always chufe, 
but the Fool generally launches but into Prodigality, in 
order to fhun the Imputation of being a Mifer. In this War, 
I hope, we fhill put ourfelves to no Expence for the fake of 
Shew: We have had Raree-Shews enough already : I'hope, 
we fliall now make the beft, the moft cffeflual Ufe of every 
Squadron we fit out, and every Regiment we ratfe or keep 
on Foot; and I hope we Ihall neither fit out, nor raife ot 
keep up any more than we have immediate Occafion for. 
In Time of Peace, thefe cxpenfive Raree Shews otriy pre- 
vented our paying off our old Debt ; but in Time of War; 
chey will make us contra£l new, and, by breaking our Cre- 
dit, may bring fudden Perdition upon the Nation. 

* This, Sir, is one of the greatcfl Dangers we lie expofed 
« to ; and to obviate this Danger is the Intention of the Mo- 
tion now under our Confideration. . It has no Relation to 
any ElKmate: It relates only to his Majefty's Speech, in 
which we are told, his Majelly had judged it proper, that a 
Body of Marines fliould he raifed ; therefore, we have no 
Occailon to look into any Eftimatej for this Motion might 
have been made and agreed to, tho' none of the Eftimates 
had been laid before us. 3ut I am furprized to hear any 
Gentleman fty, that fuch a Motion cannot come properly 
before us, till we take the Eftimates into our Confideration 
in the Committee of Supply. If it had been delayed till 
that Time, f am fure, it would h?ve been called a very pre- 
pofterous Motion, perhaps, even by thofe who now cail it 
premature. Jn the Committee of Supply we mufl either 
approvp of, orrejed the Eftimates: I hope the Gentlemen 
who now think this Motion improper, would not have us, 
when we go into the Committee of Supply, to re]_ea the 
Eftimat€ for Marines, in order to confider of and agree to 
this Motion ; and, I am fure, it would be ridiculous to malie 
or agree to fuch a Motion, after we have approved of an 
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Eftimatc for raifing the Marines by Hew Levies. Bgt ifAnnoi;, Geo 
this Mo'.ion (hould now be agreed to, we may put off uk- !'■ »7JP- 
ingthe Marine-Elliniate inloour ConfiJcraiJon, ti!] wc have V^/^V^X.*/ 
a Return from his Majefly to this Addrcfs ; and if he ihould 
■pprove of our Advice, he would certainly order a sevv Elti- 
mate, caoformable thereto, lo be laid before us. 

* The prefent is, therefore, the only proper Time for 
taking, this Motion into our Confiderai;oi] ; and as I have 
fiicwo, that we can have no Ocufion for fuch a great Num- 
ber of Land-Forces, bcfides Marines, I think the Motion 
ought to be agreed to. X JhalT moO readily join in Opinion, 
that a Body of Marines ought to be formed; ^ttd that it 
oaght to be fuch a one 89 may, upob Occo/ion. be fit for 
Lfind ai well as Sea-Service. Bat Gentlemen feem to mif- 
take the pripcipal Defign of having a Body of Marines: 
They ought to be prircipaliy detjgned to come in Aid of 
our national Stock of Seamen, and that we may not be 
obliged to draw aw.iy from our Trade too many of chat 
cecclTiry Body of Men. If tbii br, as it ought to be, the 
chief Dcfign, there is no Occafion for forming them into 
Regiments, or for potting ourfclvcs to the £xpence of hav- 
ing any Generals or Field-Officers of Marines. Such OtH- 
cen of Marine* arc no ways ncceflkry for any Service, un- 
lefs it be fw tie Service of Minjltcrs in this Houfe. The 
Expence of fucb Officers is^ therefore, wha: wc may and 
^ ought to favc to the Nation, Jt isan Expcnce in which 
^H we have been long moU extravagaor, even with rclpcfl to 
" ocr Land Army. Wc have long been at aj great an an- 
nual Expence for our Land- Army, as would maintain doable 
the Number, according lo the EllabliOiment in any other 
Country of Europe. In France, it is true, as they have 
Officers en StcorJe, they may have as many, perhaps more 
OfBcers than wc; but the Pay of their Officers is not near 

kcquul to ours; and if it were, France wouK^ be but a bad 
ExiiRipte for us. In thnt alifolute Afonarchy, they have a 
great Number of Officen, tii order to hrivc a great Number 
of their Nubility employed in their Army ^ and thereby 

^L kept dependent upon the Crown. 

B • This, Sir, is the true Rrafon, why the French have fuch 
aNumber of OfficTrj. and not. as .m Honourable Gentleman 
ba> been plcafed to alTert, bccaufe it makes their Troops 
fuperior to the Germans ; for it is r40t really fo in VaGl. Id 
the la'l Age, the French Troops were better than tiic Ger- 
mans, bcc.tul'e they were much better dirciplined ; but now 
that the Gcrmnn> arc equ^illy difcipHned, thu* pot equally 
officered, they are raihcr better than the French, as appeared 
in ihc u\\ War bciwtfcn thefe two Naiioiw, when the French 
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Anno I J, Ceo trufl«d more to iheir Numbers^ or to their Art and FntrtBch- 
**- '7*9- racnts, iban to (he Bravery of iheir Troops. But the very 
Reafon that induces the French to have a great Number of 
OfBcc/i, oaght to be a Reafon for us to have as f;;w as pof- 
fibte; fsra great Nambcr of Officers, whether Civil or 
Military, as they arc all, by our prefent Corifiitudon, io the 
Noa)inatiofi,and mcft of them icmovablc at the Pleafure of 
the Crown, muH create fucli a Dependence upon, and there-^ 
by cftablith fach a Power in the Crown, as is inconfiftcnt 
with a free Government or limited Monarchy. 1 was really 
furprized to hear an Honourable Gcntlemaa fay, that be 
knows of no Alarm fpread among the People by the great 
Number of Officers, Civil and Milicary, wc have at prefent. 
One would from thence be apt to fufpcfi, th<t( he keeps 
Company with none but Officers, Civil or Military ; fori 
will venture to fay, that oo Man can go into any other fort 
of Company, without hearing fume of them expref» their 
Peari open this Head: And yet, from bis faying, that we 
iavc no more Officers, Civil or Military, than arc neceflaty 
for the Ends of Govcrnmcnc, one would be apt to (ufped, 
that he knew very little of the Nature of thofc many new 
Officers that have been of late Years created, or of iboft 
old Officers that have been fplic into icveral Parts, in order 
TO increafc the Number of Officers. 

• Every Man, Sir, that knows any thing of our prefent 
Grcumftances, mutt know, that we have a vaft Number of 
Places that arcabfolute SincCures; and tliefc, I am fure, 
can be necefTary for no End of Governmenr, whatever they 
may be for the Ends of Corruption. Of this fort, Sir, was 
our late General of Marines ; and in the fame Light fliall 1 
look upon every General, Field-Officer, Pay-Maiier, Com- 
mifiary, and Chaplain of Aiarines, that (hall be hereafter 
created or revived. 1 know that Marines ought to be.Mea 
bred to Land, as well as Sca-Difciplinc ; and for this Re&> 
fon, Men who have already learned the Land-Difcipline 
ftre more 6t for Marines, efpccially as we have immediate 
Ufe for them, than nw or frclh Men, that know nothing 
cither of Land or Sea-Difcipline. But Gentlemen, I find* 
miiUke the LandiService, which Marines ought to be de- 
figned for : If Marines were to ferve a whole Campaign at 
I^nd, and to be made a Part of a regular Land-Army, I 
(hall gram, that they ought to be formed into Regiments, h 
and be officered in the fame manner as other Land-ForceaJH 
are; but this is a Service that Marines ought never to be 
employed in : When luch an Army ii to be formed, a fuffi- 
cient Number of Land-Forces ought to be feot out for that 
Purpofe. The only Lznd- Service that iV'tarine^ ought to be 
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Vdefigned for, or empToyed in, is to fupport oar Seamen in Anno.r^ffro. 
florming a Town or Callle, after a Squr.iJron of Men of H I7JJ>- 
War h.is fo battered and bombarded if, ai [o make an Ai- 
fault pnc^icabi'e ■ or to make ao Inciirfion upon lome open 
Coumry, where there arc no regular Troops, or not fuch 
a Numf>cr of regular Troops as can be cal ed an Army, lo 
oppofe tbem ; and for both thcfe Services a Body of Mi- 
rmcB^ formed into inuepetident Companies, are as good ai 
if they were formed into regular Regimcnti. 

• For this Rfeafoii, Sir, if we .ire to raile 6 or 7000 Men 
formed into fix Regiments, and regjlary officered as other 
I^and-Forces arr, I ftiill confidcr ihem as Land-Forces, 
and as an Addition to our Land- Army. Vou mxy call 
them by that favouricc Name^ Murinc^^, in order to put a 
Cheat upon tic Public, which I think no way neceflar^ 
4ipoii the prcleni Occ:.rion ; but yuu cannot employ ihena 
as Marines; At lea (t if you do, the Ficjd-Officcrs belonging 
to them will be quite ufe'crs, and their P:y an uiineceirary 
Hxpence lo the Public, as long as their Regiments aie 
employed as Marines. 1 lliall readily agree to tue Forming 
a Body of 6000 Marines, or douole that Number, if it 
{hou'd appear to be necelTary ; but that Body ough% I 
think, to be (b'med into matpendent Cumpaniss, and 
brougiii in Aid of our naiiona! Siuck of Seamen, in order^ 
as I have laid, to prevent oui being forced to draw too 
many Sailofs away from our Trade ; ;ind, ,15 we have 
immediate Occution to employ them ;*t L^nd h» well at 
Sea, t.ie private Men ough , I ti.ink , to be drawn from the 

I Regimen t5 now in our Serv ce, and our bell and mod 
experienced Captains ant\ Subalterns appointed to command 
chem.' This is the Dcfign tFtfie prdenl Motion, and 
therefore I cannot but approve 'Tit. 
* Having already troubled you too Icmg, Sir, for which I 
beg pH-don, r (h.ill conclude with oblcrvinj, that, by tho 
Metfao'i of ^-rj;uing made ufe of in this Dfbate, by thofe 
r ivho have rpoke upon the other Sde ot th>^ Quellton, thcf 
[liave not only CDodcnmed all tlic Aigtiments they have 
j-ftfelvcs been making uicofforihcfc zo Vcars. in favour 
pf a Sfinding Army, but alfo they J».ive condemned the 
Jcfiim 'Ht^ y :aken ;Vir manning our Navy. 1 believe^ 
be..- .^ rill iXpfrienccJ Offi;cr in our Army, but will con- 
'»» that is requires longer Prifiice and more Pains to 
CO common ien a natural antf quirk Ufc of the Mulkct 
lyofir'j {oas tint they rr. lictn in a Body 

irlyan-i without Corfrli ■ :!itm Mailers 

tV. the Marches i*r\6 Lour:' r-Mrr. .i- ., for Ir.volo'ions 
LaJdfcroi ations. that are pr&AifL-J iniiicmoft regular Atmy s 
^^^~ B b aad 
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Annoi;,Geoand accprdiogly at aU Reviews we Bnd, tliit ftegimenti 
^J^7JP- oftener faU in their regular Firings, or in Charging and 
Difcharging, than in any other Part of the Exercife : 
Therefore, if new-raifed Men can in a few Days, or a few 
Weeks, fafiiciently learn the Ufe of the Muiket and Bayo- 
net, which is the moEl diiHciilt Part of Difcipline, I am 
fare, we have no Occafion for keeping a Standing Army 
always on Foot ; and however much we may neglefl: re- 
gular Firing on board our Men of War, I mutl take Notice, 
that when one of our late Spithead -Expeditions, for, I* 
think, we have had feveral, was joined by a fmall Squadron 
of Dutch Men of War, it was obferved, that the Men on 
board the Dutch Ships were daily exercifed in the Ufe of 
the Firelock, and that they charged and difcharged as 
regularly and as quickly, as could be expeded from 
regular Troops. 

' Thus, Sir, have thefe Gentlemen condemned the chief 
Argument they have been making ufe of for thefe 20 Years 
in favour of a Standing Army ; and by the Arguments 
they have now made ule of in favour of Marines, and for 
our fupplying that Service by new Levies, they have 
condemned the whole Tenor ofour late Pradice for manning 
cur Navy. The Hon. Gentleman whofpukelafi, who has 
himfe]f had fome Experience ih the Navy, has told u?, 
there are many Services on board a Man of War that may, 
with a little Experience, be performed by Landjncn as well 
as Seamen ; and that this Experience may be feon acquired 
by a Fellow juil come from the Plough, or by a Vagabond 
juil pick'd up in the Streets. I believe what the Hon. 
Gentleman fays to be true, as I Ihall be ready to t^o any 
Eatl he advances : 1 believe a Ploughman or a Vagabond, 
if he be an able-bodied Man, may much fooner learn to 
to hawl in an Anchor, or to perform any fuch Service on 
toard a Man of War, thnn he can learn the Ufe of the 
Fire-Iotk; but if rhis be In, why, accept of none, or a 
very few, for our biiips of War, but fiich as were expert 
Seamen? Why, rti'^!*.- many able-bodied Vagabonds, that 
were pick'd up in lever^l of our Counties, and fent at a 
great Charge to the ^i-d-Ports, where our regulating 
Captains were pofiec', and many ablc-bodifd r-mdmei: that 
came to ofier thcmleivcs to the Service ? Why, offi-r no 
Reward to Landmen, as well as Seamen, that fiion.'d volun- 
tarily come to lill in his Majeflj'i Service? Sir, what 
Inllrudions our rcgu';:ting Captains had, 1 know ret; but 
I know, that tht-y rci'i-fet. or ifjefled a grciic many L:.iiumen, 
and not a kw S\.iiincn: Wherea?, in the Time of fuch 
Diflrefs, every Man that had do ii)fe£tious Diltemper upon 

him. 
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bin» nor any natural Infirmity, ought to buve b»n ae- Anno ij, Ceo. 

Ceptcd. And if we had begun with forming a Body of *' '?*?• 

Marincik by Draaghcs from ouf regular Regiments, which"'' 

his Mijetty might have done, u fooo as he found a ^Var 

unavoiJabic ; we might have replaced them by new Levies, 

and might by this Time have had in ihe Weft-Indies fucii 

a Number of Marines, as would not only have taken, but 

held any Place we thought 6t to attack ; foras our Sjuadron 

in that Part of the World can meet with no Oppobtton nc 

Sea, they might, as foonas they arrived, have fetii every one 

of their Marines upon fome Expedition at Land ; and as 

the Enemy has no regular Army there, a Body of difciplined 

Soldiers, formed into independent Companies of Marines, 

would have been as iit for the Service, as the belt and 

pioU regular Regiments we can fend thither 

• I think I nivc now anfwcrcd every Objcfllon that h»s 
been made to the Motion j I hope. Sir, I have given fuch 
Arguments for ir, as arc convincing, and therefore, I hope, 
every Gcnrleman that hcari me, wiii join with me in giving 
his Affirmative to th= QucUion.' 

Sir Robert Walpole. 

5 I R, 

* Whatever other Gentlemen may fuppoTe with regard 
to the Speeches or Demands of their Sovereign, I think it 
it the Duty of his Mrjelly's Scrvantij even tho' they jje 
Members of this Houfe, to talk with great Rcfpcdt ofthofe 
Speeches that are made by him, and of thofe D»nands that 
are made in his Name, as well as of i bofe Mcfljges that 
arc figned by him ; and when they know, which (bme of 
them may do, that they are not the Speeches or DcmamJs 
ofMtniiiers, but the real Speeches or Demands of their So- 
vereign and Mailer, they may, 1 think, m^ke ufe of bis 
Majeity'i Name, even in this Hoofe, without incurring 
any jull Ccnture. I knuw that no Member of this Houfe 
ought to have an implicit Faith in any Man. or in any 
Opinion : We ought lo give Credit to no Fafl, unUU it 
be Touched by undoubted Evidence, or fupported by proper 
Authority, in Cufcs that will not admit of Evidence: 
Neither ought we to affent to any Opinion, unlels it be 
efbblilhed by folid Reaioning. But in Siatc-AfFiir.', par- 
ticularly in Time of War, Fafts m^y aiife, which m^y be 
certainly true, and may have fufHcieni Vouchers, and yec 
thofe Vouchers may be fuch as e^nnoc be Jaid before 
PartiamcnT: In fuch Cafc5, we mull depend upon his 
Majelly's Authority { and the only Method by which that 
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AffTitfii^,ffeo, Aotliority can be communicatecJ, ii by Sp:cc!r, McfCige," 
"• '7iP- or Demand. 

KyV*^ • Every Gendemao will, 1 heliere, Sir, allow, that 
dcfigned InvafioDS and Infarreftions are Fafls or ihii 
N-ture. Thtrc maybe fuch Dcfigns, and more probably 
in Time of Wnr, than at any other Time ; thtrc may be 
fuflicient Vouchers of fuch Dcfign?, and yet thoie Vouch- 
ers may be foch as cannot be communicated to Parliameot ; 
therifore^ had I not the leafl Concern in the Adtnjnillra- 
tion, or in his Majel!y's Council!, I fhculd be apt to 
believe any Infinoation of fuch a DeHgn, if fuch an ln6- 
Duation Oiould be made b^ hi; Majelly, cither in exprera 
Terms, by Speech or Medkge. artacidy, by deliring luch 
» Number of Forces as might be ncceffary for defeating or 
preventing the Execution of fuch DcHgns. This ought at 
all Times to be an Argument of Tome Weight for prev^tiling 
upon US to grant the Number of Forces, both by Bea and 
Ijind, which our Sovereign may think neccflary ; but in 
Time (/fWar^ this Argument ought tn havcamixh greater 
VVcight; becaufe our Sovereign m:)y then hnve in \'icw, 
not only to defeat the fecret Deligns of our Enemies agmnlt 
u$, but toexecute fome fecret Dciigns againfl them. , 

' Ilhalladmit, Sir, that it is our Duty in this Houfe to 
bejcalousof the Libeiticsand Privileges of the People, and 
to be asfparing of their Purfes, as is conftllent with their 
Welfare and Security. But boih Jealoufy and Frugali-.y toay 
be pullicd too far: jcaloufy often prompts the Sufpe^cd to 
thai which would never have eocercd into their Heads, if 
they had not found themfelves caufelef<ily fiifpefted ; and 
by not giving a litcie to thofe that nre co defend us, we 
may have the VVJjoic taken awiiy by thofc that iire to attack 
OS. I am certain^ we had never iefs Caufe to be jealous 
than we have ai prefent : No one Step of his prefent 
Majelly's Condufl could cverfurniih us with the lealt loit- 
mation of his having a Dtfign co incroach opon our Liber- 
tics and privilege', or to make a bad Ufc of the regulaf 
IVoops wc keep on Fooc. Nay, if he had any fucll 
Inclination, the Complexion of our preicn: Army would 
prevent his indulging that Inclination, by forming Designs 
again(i our Liberties: The Education and known Seqtt* 
mcntsboth of the Officers and Soldiers of our Army, mult 
convince u', that they are as great Enemie* to arbitrary 
Power, as any other Set of Men in the Kingdom; 
ihercfore, I fti,iU ajways look upon our Army as a Guard 
to our LiberticPj and the more numerous it is, the better, 
I QtaA fufpoie, our Liberties wilt be guarded. 
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' h N nnf. Sir, from any Apprehcnfions [ have of our Aniioi)|Gro.1 
Ann), w.:f. t.;^ird to our Liberties, that I am agaJnll its IT. 17)^ 
bring midemore uamrrons than is now propofed. It is tbf V-^"Y%^ 
Expcncc alone that gives me «ny Conccra i and upoo ciiis 
Account only, I Ihall always beagainA oar raifiDgor keeping 
up a gieater Number of i'roops than I thirikabfoiuccly nc- 
ccflhry for the Security of oui Liberties, Privileges, and Pro- 
pcrt'c^. But my Concern, in this rcfpefi. I Oi^il ncvir allow 
to carry me lo far, as to cxpol'e the People to be iqvadcJ and 
plundered by their Enemies, for the fake of faving them 
that Iriflc of Bxpence, which may be neccflary for kciping 
on Foot a few more Troops, or for malniaining a few more 
Officers i and conlidering that ihe Saving to be made by 
what is now propofed, would amount but to a mere Trtflc, I 
Ihould never forgive myfelf for fuch a trilling and it! timed 
Frugality, if any Corner of our Dominion! Ihould be ptun- 
dered and laid walte. for want of a fofBcienc Number of 
regular Troops to repel an invading Enemy ; or if the Ma* 
rine Forces we lend Abroad fbouM, upon any Engagement, 
run into Coofufion, and be dcilroyed, for want of Fidd- 
O0kers to command them, and keep them in order. 

' I know, Sir, it is our Duty in this Houl'e, to give oar 
moH fincerc Advice to our Sovereign, a« often as any im- 
portant Occurrence makes it necciTary ; but, in order to 
give that Advice its proper Weight, wc ought to takt Care 
Ibat it fhall always be attended with Dignity; therefore, we 
ought not to JQterpore With our Advice too frequently, or 
upon trifling Occ^iooi ; and we ought never to give it bat 
upon full and mature Deliberation. The A fhirtiow before 
us is, 1 think, of too trifling a Nature for us to iotcrpofe 
with our Advice, efnecially as it has not been particularly 
afkcd upon the preicnt Ocofion; and 1 )m fure it cannot 
be faid. that we have fully and maturely conftdrrcd white we 
are about- The Addrcls propofed mud be kjlowed to be 
fomething very dififcrent from an humble Advice. As the 
EAimate (or Marines, prepared by hi* Majefly's Order, i» 
now before us, this Addrcfs will lie looked on as a Con- 
demnation of the Eiiimate ; for if that EQimate be pro- 
perly drawn up, if the Method thereby propofed for niifing 
Marines be the moll proper and frugal that can be thought 
of, what Occafion can there be for fuch an Addrcfs ? If we 
approve ol the Ef^imate, it would be ridiculous in us to 
prelent fuch an Addrcfs ; therefore our agreeing to, or prc- 
Uniinff fuch an Addrefi, mall be conCdetedasa Condemna- 
tion of the Eliimite now before us; and I appeal to every 
Cemteman of tiiis Houfc. whcth;r he has lufEcienily cx- 
^ }^n(4 ^^ EUimate fur en&bling hua Co pals lenience of 
H Condem- 
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Anndis,'Geo< Condemnation upon it. Such a Sentence ought not, I think, 
II. i73p. to be pafTed till the Eflimate has been aftually read in the 

^•^j'\J Houfe ; but fo fiir from being read in the Hoafe, I believe, 
it has been read but by a very few Members of the Houfe ; 
' and iherefore, if no Gentleman give his Vote for the Ad- 

drefs or Sentence of Condemnation propofed, but he that 
has read the Eflimate, I believe, I may ca{i]y guefs what 
will be the Fate of the Queftion. 

* Sir, I hope I may fuppofe, that, in order to fix upon the 
ino(t proper Methods for railing and forming a Body of 
Marines, thofe who have the Honour to advife the Crown 
took Care to examine the feveral Ellablilhments of Ma- 
rines made in former Times, and the fevera! Services they 
were employed in; and as there are feveral Perfons fliU 
alive, who were in the Service in King William and Queen 
Anne's Tidie, I may fuppofe that chofe Perfons were ex- 
amined, in order to know, from them, how the Marines 
performed the Services tbey were employed in, and the 
Defefls or Advantages that were found in the Eftablifhments 
jthen made. This, I muft fuppofe, was done by thofe who 
have the Honour to advife the Crown, before they could 
think themfelves qu'<Iiiicd for giving a proper Advice ; and 
this I think we ought to do, before we can agree to fuch a 
Motion as the prefent. But can it be faid, that we have 
made any fuch Enquiry, that we have examined any one 
Ferfon, or that we have before us any one of thofe P.ipers, 
which we ought to look into, before we prefume to give his 
Majelly any Advice upon this Head i I'herefore, this Ad- 
drefs, call it an Advice, as fome Gentlemen pretend it is, or 
call it a Condemnation of the Ellimatc now bi:fore you, as I 
think it really is ; in fhort, call it wjiat you will, it cannot 
be faid to be the EiFefl of a mature De]li-:eration ; and there- 
fore, it cannot be attended with that Dignity, which we 
ought carefully to preferve in all our Applications or Ap- 
proaches to the Crown. 

' For this Reafon, Sir, if I approved of the Advice pro- 
pofed, I could not approve of this liafty and inconfiderate 
manner of refolving upon it ; but tlie Advice itfelf is fuch a 
one as I cannot approve of. It is to me, indeed, a very 
new fort of Doflrine, that, in Time of War, we have no 
Occafion to keep within the Ifland a grea:er Number of 
Troops, than in a Time of themoft profound Tranquillity. 
When we are at open War with a Nation that has a conii- 
derable Navy, tho' nothing equal to ours ; when that Nation 
had a great Number of Veteran Troops in their Provinces 
that are next to us; and when they are every Day both 
fitting out Men of War and Tranfports, I ihould think it 
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veryunwife in as, not to keep at Home, for our Defence, flAnno'i),Gco^ 
JDorc Dumctous Army than we urually have in Time of J' iTJO- 
Peace. Wc may dclpife ihc naval Power of Spain in our ^^.^"V'N^j 
Speeches and Convcrration here at Home: I fli.ii; gram, it 
it BO way equal to ours: I (hail grant, they have bat few 
Ships of their own fit for being made Tranrports ; but there 
is always a grc:it Number of foreign Ships in their Har- 
bours : Before the War broke oat, tterc were often more 
firitiOi Merctiant Sliips in their Harbour of Cadiz alone, 
than would have been fuffiJent for tranTporting 1 0,000 
Foot to Britain or Ireland; and as that Trade mull Aill be 
carried on, »nd will now be carried on by the Merchant 
Ships of Holland, France, and other Nations, we mu(l fup- 
pole, that there will always be more foreign Ships in the 
Pons of Spain, than are neccffary for tranfporting 10 or 
12.000 Inftntry to this Ilbr.d or co Ireland. Thefe Ships 
the Court of Spain may, by an Embargo, force into their 
Service; and ns our Fleet may be locked up in the Chsanel 
by contrary Winds, it may be impcfliblc fur us to (end out a 
Squadron, either to intercept their dcAgned Armado, cr to 
Jock it up ordeltroy it in their Harbour. This is an Acci- 
dent we can provide againft no other way, but by having at 
all times a Land Armycqual toany they can invade us ui:h, 
for oppofing them at, or (oon after their landing; and 
therefore, 1 lh\|l always be for keepiig a more numerous 
Body of Troops within the Iflaiid in lime of \Var» than 
was ever thought neceff»ry in Time of Peace. 

• But bcfides the Number of Trocps necefla«^y to be kept ■ 

at Home, for gu^irJing ui againfl Invafif>ns or Incurfions, 
I forely. Sir, in I'im^ of War, wc ought to have Tome cer- 
f fcsin Number of regular Troops ready to be fent out upon 
fuch Oriigns agaiiiil the Enemy, as future jDCtdL-nis may 
encourage ai to undtTiake. As the Wintcr-Timc U the bell 
for attacking the Enemy in Americ.i, we cannot, perhaps, 
fend out any Land- Forces forih\t Purpoic before the Month 
of July next ; but thee are other Places where we may, 
pcriiaps. attack xht Sa<nurds with A:Jv3niBge to ourfelvcs, 
and grcrit Prejudice to them; and, for (hit Purpofe, it may 
be p'opcr to K-nd out a Body of dilcjpliQcd Tioops early in 
I tlic Spring I do not know tliat his Xinjelly has, at pre- 
fcnt, any luch Piojcfl in view; but, fuppofe be has not, 
yet manyAiicidenti m:iy occur bcloie that tunc, for rendering 
Che Succeff 01 I'uch a Pruji-dt not only probable but certain; 
mnd coald anv one approve of our Condufl, if wc fliould 
!olc lucii an Opj-ortunity, by not hiving a fpare Body of 
Lan-J Forces ready to be lent upon the Execution i Could 
tlic Uvii'g of 80 or loo.oool. which is the utmolt wc cm 
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AVfftoTj.Crt five by what is now propofed, ^ny w&y cottHrfr-baTance rfie ' 
17. i73p. AJvanuge wc might rc^ip by tJie Succcfxof iuch » Dcfign ^ 

J^^V"^ • i cannot preiend to (ay, Sir, whether this War can be 
of a long Continuance or oo ; but. I am ccriaiD, that the 
mod infil.'ihle Method we can tike» for malting it of a 
long Continuance, is to be fo pariimoniou&at ihc Brginning* 
33 not to make ilie proper Provifion for carrying it on with 
Vigour. We are told, by the highell Authority, that they 
who go to War ought to confuli, whether they be able with 
10,000, to meet ihofe who come againlt them with zo>ooo. 
Bat, it {«ems, we mult be able to do a great deal more ; for 
with 18,000 Land Forces, wc propofe to overcome Spain _ 
with above 100,000. It is* true, our Navy is much roperior fl 
to theirs ; but, by our Navy alone, wc cannot propofe 10 
force ihf m to a Peace : Wc mull attack them at Land fame 
where or other ; and, for thi:> Purpofe, we mull have a 
fufficiifit Land-Force, I believe they have not at prefenc 
any great Number of regular Troops io the WclMndies, 
and we may prevent tBcir fending a great Fleet and Army 
there at one lime; bntwe cannot prevent their fcndingfmall 
Debtchments in fingle Ships, or in half a dozen Ships at a 
lime i aiid» by fuch means, they may confiderably incrcafe 
their regular Troops in the Wett-Indics, even before we can 
fend any to attack them. U is. therefore, now impofltble to 
tell, what Nunibcr of Troops it may be ncccffary for us to 
fei>d thither,*cither for attacking che Enemy, or denrnding 
our own Dominions, in tnatPart of the World ; and, if we 
fend Veteran Troops thither, the new-raifcd Troops that arc 
to replace them here at Home, ought to be levied fome 
Months before, in order that they may be trained to Difci- 
plinc, and ready for Service, before wc fend awiy the oid( 
for tho* we ought, and certainly mull fend out I'roops for 
attacking the Enemy, or defending our Dominions Abroad, 
I hope no Gentleman will fay, that we ought, for (hat Pur- 
pofr, to leave our Dominions at Home defcncelcfs. 

■ r (ha!I not fay. Sir, that a Body of z8 or 29.000 Men 
ia abfolutely ncccflary for our Defence at Home j but, t 
will fay, that we ought to have that Nuinberai teatl, befidei 
the Marines now propofcd to be raifed. in order to be in a 
Condition to fpare 8 or 10,000, as Occafion may require, 
for dillreinng the Enemy, or defending our Dominions 
Abroad. And now. Sir, with regard 10 the Method of 
railing and forming the Body of Marines propoftd, aa no 
Gentleman queilions its being neceHary to make rhem lit 
ibr Land as well as Sea Service, J am furprizcd to hnr any 
Gentleman fay, that they oDghi to be formed into indepen- 
dent Companies, rather than Regiments. J believe every 

Gentlcniui 
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Gendeman that has ever Tern any Senrrc?, wjll (if, that a Annor),Ceo. 
Body of Men formed into Regiments, are berttr for Land- H. nip- 
Service, and leli Ii.jb'e to ^otifufion. ihan a B»tiy of Men Vw^'*V"^^ 
Sormftd into independent Companies ; and this is confirmed 
by the prcknr Prai)ueol every S;ate in Europe. In Jitile 
Attacks and ^•kirnti(he&, where there nrc not nbovo 2 or 
joo Men of j Soic, ioJcpenJent Companies nuy do as wcU 
as a Der:ichnient from a Regiment; but whert the contend- 
ing Armies amount 10 I ^aa^and^, ic is certain, that Kegi- 
ttcnts are more proper than indcpentVnt Companies i and, 
as ihU lad m.iy very probably be the Cafe of oar Marines. 
I mal^ think they n.i^lit to be formed ir.to Regiments. I 
ftill grnnt, (hat, whitll tlK'tc Regiments arc on board our 
Men of War, (he Field-Offiters can be of no Service; but 
I hope tbey witi f^!dom be for any long time on board our 
Men of War: They will be (hcreoniy during the time of 
tranfporting ihem from one Pisce to another; and wherever 
they go, thi- Fie!-- Officers mutl go « ong with them, in order 
to take the Lcmmand uf them as )oon ns landed : There- 
fotc, ] hupc. rtn Gentleman will grudge the Expence of 18 
or 20 Field-Offiterf, when it come-- in Competition with the 
Behaviour of our froop? and the Glory of our Country. 

• Now, Sir, as ;o the other Ofltcers, if Gentlemen will 
but take time to look into ttic Rltimate upon our Table, and 
compare it with former EiUblifhrnencs of the (amc N;iiure, 
tbey will fee that the Body cf Marines, now to be raifed, is 
to have no morcOifitcrt of any kind than former lixperiencc 
has (hewn to be necctTiry. I know, chnc the Marines raifed 
10 1692, hsd zoo Men in e>ch Compsny j but Experience 
foon (hewed, that fuch Companies were not fit lor Land- 
Service, therefore they wi-rc reduced long btfore King 
William's Death to ico Men ina Cuii.pany; and in 1702, 
the Marines that were then raifed, coniiAcJ but of 60 Men 
m a Company; whereas, by the Eftimate upon our Ta- 
ble, if I may have leave to mention an Ellimate not yet 
read in thcHoufc, the Mrino now to be mifcd. arc tocon- 
firt of 70 Men in a Company, which isthehighell Number 
that, n all experienced OiBcers fay. any Company of Foot 
ought to confiil of, 

• Lsllly, Sir. as to the private Men, of which this Body 
of VJarinei is to be compofcd, I mull think liis Majelly is 
the befl judge, whether they ought to be all ncw-r:ijfed Men 
orold Soldiers, or partly one and partly the other; becaufe 
he knows bell what Service they itre to be fent upon, and 
when they are to be fent. If tbey are not to be fcnt out till 
fcnr or live Months after they are nifcd, it dues noc^nily 

Inach, whether they be all new rai(cd Men or no, betaulc.iii 
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Geo that time, they will be pretty well difciplinrd i efpecially if 
9- ihcy arc to be fcnc to the Well-Indies, becaule tlicy will 
have no Enemy to encounter there, hut the Militix of the 
Country. or fomc of the worft of the Spanifti Troops ; for, 
whatever we may do, I am confident the Spaniards will 
keep their bell Troops at Home 10 defend their Mcther- 
Country. \i the private Men Oiould be all draughted oac 
of the Regiments now in our Service, it would be a Lofs 
rather than a Saving 10 the Nation ; becaufe :tn equal Nom- 
ber u( Recruits inuil be immediately railed, for completing 
thole Rrgimcni!, from which the Marines are draughted i 
and, Bfi it will be more difiiculc toiind Recruiii for March- 
irg Rrgiments than for Marines, we inurt give a greater 
Reward for cnlilUng. Thus, if we chule the cheapc^ way 
of (nnning .1 Bu^y of M.trirurs, we mull idke as ni^ny new. 
railed Men as hit Mi.jelly m»y think confilleot with the 
Service upon which he is to fend them ; and, I am lure, it 
%«ill be the quickclli ibra great many Fellows that called 
ilipmfelves Seamen, have been rcjfd»d or turned out of o^ir 
Men cf War, bccauie they were fuiind not to be expert Sea- 
men, nor any way tic (or ilieir Bufinefs. Thcfe Men will all 
immediately lilt as Marircs, and will make good Marines, 
tho' (hey cojid not be accepted of as good Seamen ; for tho' 
a Captain of a Man ol War, after he has got a fufHcient 
Number of expert Scnmen on board his Ship, may accepc 
of ahie-bodied Landmen or Senmen. that are not expert in 
their Bultnefs, ia order to make up his full Complement, yet 
the regulating Captains could accept of very few but expert 
Seamen, t-ecaule tJ-.ey could not know how they w?re to be 
difpoled of; and by accepting of too many Landmen, or 
urlkillul Scainen. luch a Number of them mighr, by Acci' 
denr, have been put on board one of cur Men of War,w 
iDight hive been tfie Cauie cf lofing the Ship, 

< Upon this Occafion. Str, I mutl dcflre, that Gentlemen 
would cnnf <1er, which of the two Services, the Public or the 
MerchafttServiie, ouglit^ in Time of public Danger, 10 be 
pteferred. As we do not, in Time cf Peace, keep a Number 
of Seamen in Pay, tufficicntfor raaoning our Navy in Time 
of War. when a War firll breaks out, ti:c Public- Service 
moft be neglefled, or the Merchant-Service mall bcdiflref- 
fed. '1 his ts a Conlequence which it is impolTible to avoid, 
any way, but by keeping in continuai Pay fuch a Number 
of Seamen, as may be near fuftcient to m?n the moll nume- 
rous Plect wc have occafion to fit out in f ime of War ; and 
uniil this i» done. I nm fure. every Gentleman (Sat has a 
true regard for his Country, will chufe to Jiave a fhort Stop 
or interruption put to our Ti&dc, laiiit;! iluu to have our 
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Whole cxpofcd to imminent Danger, by not fitting out fuch Anno i j. 6eo]H 
a Number ol" Men of War as may be lufficicnc ibrourDe- '*• ^7i9- ^^ 
fence. 

* I hope, T have now (hewn, Sir, that, were the Advice, 
propofed lobe given by this Addrefs, in itfclf right, it! 
would be vrotig in us to ^We h without a more mature De- 
liber^lion ; and. 1 hope, I have liUewife Hirwn, that it ap- 
pears to be Wrong in every Particuhr. Jam (urc. no Gen- 
tleman that thinks I am right in cither of thefe dies, can 
give his Affirmative to the Qucftion ; and I fhalt think my- 
felf very unlucky, if the Majority of this Houfe (Kould 
think I am wrong in both. As for the declamatory Excur- 
fions that have been mads about the Alarm given to the 
People by the great Number of Officers, Civil and Mili- 
tary, we have at prefent, and about the Danger our Liber- 
ties and CoQllitution may be cxpofed by corrupt Praflices, 
they may be, and I 6nd they are, introduced into every De- 
bate j but as it would be an cndlefj T^ik to antwcr tnem 
upon every Occalion, all I rtiall CAy lo them upon this, is, 
thai we are here tn the proper Place for enquiring into fuch 
Things : If any Gentieman knows of an unncccSary Office 
that has been lately fee up, or an unneceffiry Officer ap- 
pointed ; if any Gentleman knows of any Attack that has 
been lately made, or attempted, upon our ConHitution ; or 
if any Gentleman know: of any corrupt PraOices lately in- 
iroduced, or nude ufc of, he may, nay, as a Member of this 
Home, which is the grand Inquell of the Nation, he is iti 
Duty bound to okc notice of it to the Houfe : iiut then he 
ought to be particular: He ought to name the Office or 
Officer fct up or Appointed, the Attack that has been at- 
tempted, or the corrupt Pra^lce that has been mude ufe of; 
and he ought to move fQr an Enquiry info what he fi:)d8 
fault wi:h ; for by thus declaiming in general, he can do 
no Service to his Country, he can give rhc Houfe no Infor- 
mation, nor correft any Abufe. He do^s nothing but take 
ap the time of this Houfe moft anneccffuily j for he cannot 
expedthai fuch general Declamations, tho' they may picafe 
the Galleriej, (hauld have an Influence upon any Gentleman 
that has the Honour of bei g a Member of the Houlet and 
much le's can he cxprdl their having fuch an Influence in 
this Qjellion, where the vigorous Prorecuiion of the War 
ii at Stake, than in any Qucflion of a dificrcot Nature that 
can come before us.* 

The QiielUon was then put and paflid In the Negative, 
Ayes 95, Noes 177. 

The 25th. Rcljlved. Thn an humble Addrefs be prc- 

tfencnl to bis Majeiiy^ for a Copy of an Eltlmatr of the 
C c 2 ElUblith- 
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Anno u,C«»E[labIi{hmcnt of the fix Regiments of Marines for the Year 

n. I75P- 1740, to be laid before ibem. 
^^"y^m^ The agih. A Morion was made, and ikrQucftion being 
put. thac his Mn]c\\y be addreffed for Copies or Exin.fts 
offuch Mcinnriats, or Reprefcntationi, as have been made 
to the King of Spain, or his Miniflerj, from the Treaty cf 
Seville to the 9th of March 1738, rctattogto Spanifh i)e- 
predadons: It pitted in the Negative. 

A Motion was made, and the Quefllon being put, CO 
Addrefs his Majefty, for Copies or Extrafls of all Letter* 
written, and Inllruilions given by the Secretaries of State. 
&c. to ary of the Governor! rf the Briiifh Plantations in 
America, &c from the Tren-.y of SeviJe to the firft of 
January 1738. relating to the Span:fl) Depredations: It 
pafled in the Negative, Ayes c j, ^'oc^ 95. 

A Motion was made, ana the Qocftion bfing pat, to 
Addrefs his Mijcily, for Copies of all the [nftriKtlions and 
Lciicrs fcnt to Mr. Kecne by his MajcHy's Miniftcrs, 
amhoriziiig him toconclode =ind ligo ihc Convention b:-rwecn 
his Majelly and the Kirg of Sp:iln, on the 14th of January 
17389, N. S. It palled m the Negative, Ayes 9^ 
Noes 172. ■ 

The 30th, Read a firft time the Malt Bill. ^ 

Received an Account of the Eftablilhment of the dx 
Regiments of Marines in 1704 

Agreed to the Report of Wednefday's Relb'uttons, yiz. 

RcfQlved. Th^t zZSt^z Men be granted for Land-Forcc» 
/or the Service of the Year 1740. 

That 860,150 /. 10 f 4</i be granted for maintaining 
them. 

Rcfdivedf That 4890 Men be employed as Marines for 
the Service of the Year 1740. 

That 118,214 / t /. be granted for raifiog and maio- 
taitiirg them frcm O4lobcr 25, i739» to December 24, 
1740. 

Dec. 3d. Read a fecond time the Malt-Gill. 

The 4th, Agreed to the Report of Ycllcrday'i RefoIu< 
lion, ia a Commiiice on W..ysand Means, viz:. Refolvcd, 
That towards railing the Supply grdn;ed to his Majelly, 
the Sum of four Shillings in the Pound be raifed us Land' 
Tax fur 1740. And a BVA was Ordered in Lccordingly. 

Read a (ccond time the Bill for the more cffcflual fccuring 
and encouraging the Tr dc of his Majeliy's Bntifh Subjects 
to America, and for the Encouragement of Seamea to enter 
into His M^jcily's Service, 

The 5th, Read a firtt time ike Land-Tax Bill. 
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!□ a Commiitee, went through the Malt-Bil], with feveral ADrni^.Gco. 
AmcoJmcnis. fl IMP- 

Ilic 6th. Agrecri to ihc Report of the Malt-Bill, and 
ordered it to be engrcAcd. 
Read a Tecond time the Land Tax Bill. 
The 71b. Read a third time snd puffed the Malt-Bill. 
In a Commiace went through the Land-Tax Bill, with 
feveral Atnendments. 
'[he lOth, Read a firfl time a Bill, for the better Supply 
of Mariners and Seamen, to frrve in his M»jc^}'s Ships 
of War, and on board Mercheot-Sbips, and other Trading 

IVcflcis, And Privateers. 
Received a Petition from the Soaih Sea Company, 
againtl the Bill fur the more effrfVul fecuring and encou- 
raging the Trade of his Majctiy*s Briiith Subjcfts to Amc- 
■ rica. and fur the Encouragement of Seamen. 
V Received a Petition of WiMiam Mitchell Efq; complaio* 

iag of an andoe £le^0B and Return for the County of 
Huntingdon. Which was cn.'ered to be beard at the Bar 
of the Houfe upon the J4th of January. 

Agreed to the Report of the Land Tax-Bill : And 
ordered it to be engrofled. 

The 1 1th. Read a fecond time a Bill for better Sopplj 
of M-iriners and Seamen. 

The iztli. Read a third time, and pafTed the Land-Tax- 
Bill. 

Went thro", in a Committee, the Bill for better Supply 
oTMitrineri and Seamen, with Ceveral .Amendments. 

The ijih. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for better 
Supply of Mariners und Seamen, and ordered it to be en- 
groiicd. 

The 14th. Received feveral F.ftimates of .Account). 
Read a third Time and pdfcd a Bill for better Supply of 
Mariners and Seamen to ferve in his Mjjcfly's Ships of 
War. and on board Merchant Ships, and other Trading 
Veffcli. and Privateeri. 

The I7ih. In a Committee of the whole Houfe upon 
the Bill for the more elFedual fecuring and cr>conraging 
the Trade of bis Majefty'a Briiifti Sutjtas to America, 
and for the Encouragement of Seamen to enter into his 
Majefly's Service ; it was moved that a Chufe be added 
to impower the Lords of the Atiminilty to I'mprefs one Man 
out ot 6ve, out of the Mtrchani-Ships trading to America, 
which. »(icr fomc Debate, p^iflcd in the Affirmative, on a 
Divifion, Ayes 86, Noes 60. 

They alio titok into Consideration, the Petition of the 
South ScA Compmy, claiming the ible Tj-a^lc ;o America 

wiihia 



Anno i5, Geo within t>ie Limits, as prefcriboJ in tlieir Charter. Ard 
n. iy\f. ^vcni thro* the Bill, and made icvcrai Aaicndments lo cbe 
iame* 

The 1 8th. A Afotion was made, and the Qucllion being 
put. that the Hjuie be aUt^ ovcc upon the i6th of 
January. 

It paHcd io the Negative, on a Dii'irion, Ayei 61, 
Noes 136. 

The i9rh. Agreed to the Report of the Bill, for ihq 
more effcdual fecuring our Tr^ile to Anierici, snd for the 
Encouragement of Se4inen, with the AmcndmLnts. And 
ordered it to be engrolTcd. 

The 20th. The Houfe tools into corfideration, an 
Amendment made by the Lart^s to ihe (till for the better 
Supply of Mariners itiid S<:aniL-n to fcrve in Wm MujcLly'a 
Ships of Wiir, and onboard Merchant Siiips, and other 
Trxding Veflels and Privateers f . And agreed to the 
fame. 

His Majedy came to the Hcutc of Peers, and gave the 
Royal A (Tent to the Malt A^, to the Lanj-Tsx A£U to 
the Aft for the belter Supply of Mariners andSearatn, and 
to one private Ad. 

Read a firll time^ a Bill for Naturalizing fuch f^reigq 
Protctlants, aa arc letdcd, or flull fettle, in any of his 
Majcfiy's Colonies in America. 

Head a third time and psffed a Bill, for the more e(Px- 
tual fecuring and encoursging the Trade of hi^ Majerty's 
Britifh Subjefti to America, and fur the Enci;ur:tgement 
oFSeamen to enter into his MajeAy's Service. Ordered it 
to the Lords. 

Rcfolved, That an humble Addrcfs be prefented 10 his 
Majefly, that a Lift of ull the OiTicers of Jiis Maj ily'g 
Forces, on the Britifh and Iiilh En-^bliftimcnt, with the 
Dates of ilicir firil CoiDiniflions, may belaid brforc them. 
And then the Houfe adjourned to the 2:h of Jiuuary. 

January Sth. Ordered, That frveral Kdiiraies of Ac- 
counts, relating to the Dibi of the Kary, &c. for the 
Year l/jg. be laid before them. A^ljourned to the i^ih 
of January. 

Thei4ih. Received a Petition from the Commiflioneri 
of Weftojiniler-Bridge, giving an Accojni that they had 
difpofed cf great Fait ot the Sjms already granted them, 

and 
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and thereopoo pray*f g for fuch further Powers and Sims Aiinoi;, Geo 
PS tlic Houfe (hali judge molt proper, &c. Rcfcrr'd to a II- lyip- 
Commitcee. k./^^"*^^ 

Ordered die Thanks of the Houfe to be given to the 
Reverend Dr. Binon, for his Sermon prescfa'd before them 
upon the 9th Inftant, being the Day appointed for a Ge> 
nerat Fall, and thxt he bedefired to print the fame. 

Read a fccond time a Bill tor nacuralizmg fuch foreign 
ProteiUnti ai jirc frttlrd, or ftiall (eltle, in any of his Ma- 
jelly's Colonies in America, 

HearJ Cmuifel upon ihc Petition of Williatn Mitchell, 
£fq; agftintt Chartet Clarke, £jq; retarned duly eledcd for 
the C<>nn:y of Hi ntingdon, rrl&trng to his Qualifications, 
which being fully proved, Mr. Clarke was declared duly 
eleded 

I'he 15111, Read a firft time a BUI for prohlbitiog 
Commerce with Spain. 

Oiitered tt:venil Ac*oont8 relating to the Proceedings of 
the Cuiiiin.(&onert of Weftmioftei'Sridge to be laid before 
tbum. 

The Houfe proceeded to the Hearing of the Matter of 
the Petition of Charles Vanbrugh Elq complaining of an 
undue Ktcflion and Return for (he BorcHgh of Plymouth ia 
the County 1 f Devon. And the Counlcl on both fides were 
called in : And the faid Petition was read. And the Lift 
Deterniinaitonortbe Honfe, concerning the Right of eltiling 
Bur^r^e^ to Icrve in Parliament for the laid Borough, 
made the 9th of June 1660, which was then refolved to 
be in the Mayorand Commooaltyof the Cud Borough, was 
aifo read. 

Tien the Counfel for the Petitioner were heard, and 
inftOed that the Word Commonalry, in the ir.d laft Deter- 
mination, extends only to thcFieerncn cf ihefti.! Borough, 
cxctuhvc cf the Freeholders thereof. Which being denied 
by the Counfel for jonn Roger*, Ffq; the fitting Member, 
who infilled that the Word Commonalty includes the 
Freeholders of the faid Borough : the Counfel for Captain 
Vanbrugh the Petitioner proceeded to give Evidence, ia 
fupport of their CunftruAion of the faid Word. And a 
Charter granted by K. William nr. ard fcverat Copies of 
Returns were read ; and the Qiieflion being put. That 
the Counlel tor the fittinj; Member be admitted to produce 
in Evidence a public Book of the Corporation of Plymouih, 
containing AbUrnils of Leales granted by the faid Ccrpo- 
ration, and fever.ti other Matters ; in ^vhtch Bonk, the laid 
Cuttnlel jlled^e, there is a Memorandum of a Form, made 
in the Vcdr ibyb, by the then iowoClcrk ot the laid Cor- 
poration, 





( 200 ) 

Anno 11, Geo P**^"""* o^" Return of Members to ferve in Partnuncnt 
^ It 171P. for the iaid Borough of Plymoutn, buc wjth a Mcmoranduni 
Vy^^'S^ ali» in the faid Buok, ifaat the (aid Form wa* not made ufe 
of. but [he old Form ufed : h paiTed tn the Nrgativc. 

The i6th. Pctinons from the unhappy Pnioners tor Debt 
in the WooaHitfct-Compicr, York, Suffiird, and Vidrlfaaltea 
Southwark. were tevcraly prefcnted to cite Hou.e. and read^ 
cemplaiinng oi their Diilrefs, and praying Relief. And 
they were Icverally ordered to lie on the lablc. In a grand 
Commiuceon the Sjpply, came to feveral Rero]u(ioci<i. 

The i7Cti. Agreed 10 fhe Report of Yeltcrday'i Refolu* 
tionson [he Supply, viz. rcfoKed that 260,203). 2s, id. ^. 
bcgnnccd lor mamtaiQing his Majclty's Porcci and Garri* 
Ions i»ih« Plantations. Minorca and Gibraltar, and for Pro- 
vifioos for the Garrilons at Anapohs Royal, Canlb, Pla- 
ceniia, Gtbrahar and Georgia, far 1740. 

That 3998I. be granted for maintitnrng the Widow? of 
fuch reduced Officers of his Majcily's Land- Forces and Ma- 
rines who died upon the ElUbliihment of Halfpiy in Great 
Britain, and who were martied to thtrm bL-fore the ajlh of 
December 1716, for 1740. 'Ihat 94,07]! iis. 3d. be 
granted for the C b.rge oi the Office of Ordnance for Land- 
Service, for 1740- That 46.362!. 13*. yd. be grantrd for 
defraying tKe extraordinary E;(p«iice of the Office of Ord- 
iwTJCe far Land-Ser»ice, not provided for by f'arliamenr. 
That ao.oool be granted to replace to theSinkmg-Fund, 
tbc (ike Sum psid out of the famr to the B:.nk of England 
for one Year's Inicrcft on 500,000!. lent on the Credit of 
iheS.Tit Duty toward* the Supply of 1735. 

That 586: 1. 18'. 9d be granted to replace to the Sinking- 
Fond, the like Sum paid out of the iame, to muke go^ 
the Deficiency of the Stamp Duiics at Chriflmas 1 738. 

That 58.333I be granted on Account of Soblidy payable 
to the King of Denmark, purfuant to a Treaty dated the 
14th of March. N. S for 1740. 

Then the Houfe proceeded 10 the further Hearing of tfae 
Matter of the Prtition of Charles Vanbrugh, Rlq; com- 
plaining of an oadtie FJeAion and Return for the Borough 
of Plymouth in the County of Devon And the Counfel 
were called in: And the Counlel for the fining Member 
proceeded in their Evidence, infupport of their Conflruflion 
of the Word " Commtmaiir" in the laft Determination of 
the Houfe, concerning the Right of electing Burgeffcs for 
the faid Borough, made the9tb Day of June 1660. 

And the Report from the Committee of Privileges and 
E!rAion5, in tht Rcign of William and Mary, was read. 
And the Ccunfel on both Sides were dirc^d (0 withdraw. 
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Refolved, That in the lall Determination of this Houre, Anno 
of the RIghtof Election of Mcmbt-rs to fcrvc in Parlinmcni 
for i(»e Boroutjli of Plymouth in the County of Devon, 
made the 9th Day of June 1660, whicii i' as fol!oweih, 
*« That the Mnyor and Commonalty of Plymouth, have 
*' Right tO dcQ. Members to lervc in Parliament for that 
" Borough t it appears 10 this Houfc, that the Word Cojw- 
UKnaity, tlicrein mentioned, extended to the Freemen only 
of the laid Borough. And the Qjcllion bc*tig put. That 
John Rogers, Elq; is duly e!cfleJ a Burgefsto ierve in this 
f^prelent pAfJiament for Plymouth : U paff^j in the Negative, 
upon a Divifion, Ayes 119, Noes 180. Kefolved, That 
Charles Vanbrugh, Efq; is daly eleded, &c. 

The 18th. Received leverul Accounts from Greenwich- 
Hofpitai, how the Money fjr the Vcar 1759 had ijecn ex- 
pended. 

The 19th. Read a firfl time, a Bin to indemnify PerTons, 
who have omitied to qualify ihemrdves for Ofices, wi:hin 
the rime limited by Liw, and for allowing a further Time 
for that Purpofe. 

Agreed to the Report of Friday's Refolution, in a Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, viz. Refolved, that 88,7 = 2]. 
73. lod, row remaining in the Exchequer, being the Over- 
plus of the Grants fur 1739, be ifuied and applied townids 
m^kinggood theSupply graond tohisMiijclty in this SciCoii 
of Parliament. 

la a grand Committee, went thro' th« Bill for natura- 
lizing fucb foreign ProtcHants as arc fettled, or Aiall fettle, 
in any of hie iMajelly's Colonies in Aiorjca. 

Read a fecoid time, a Bill for proiiibiung Commerce 
with Spain. 

Received Petitions from Prifoners confined for Debt in 
the jJiU of Norwich, Lincoln, WorceHer. ard Norfo'lc, 
praying Relief: And they were ordered to lie on the Table. 

The 2;d. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for nntura- 
lizing fuch foreign Proteftants as are fettle), or (h;.l fettle, 
in any of his Mfjefty's Colonies in America, with ffvcral 
Amendneot5. And ordered the DJl with the Amendmctiti 
Co be engroHed. 

The 24ih. Read a firit time the Bill to nep'ain tnd 
amend an A(i for preventing Abulcs and Frauds io the 
Woollen, Linorn, Cotton and Iron M^nutafitires. 

Read a lecond tim= the Bill to indcmoi/y Fcribns who 
have omitted to uke the Oaths, &c. 

The 2;th. Read a third time, and paHed the Bill for nattt* 
ralixing fureign Protelt^nti. who (hill tcttle in America. 

Agreed to the Amendments maiie by the Lordi to the 
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Bill far fccuring and encouraging our TraJc to Amtrlca, 
sRil for the Encouragement of Seamen to enter into his 
Majelly's Service, with an Amendment. To which Amend- 
mtnt the Houfe deiired the Concurrence of their Lordlhips. 

The 28th. Agreed to the Report of Friday's Refolutions 
in a Committee on the Supply, viz. 

Rcfolved, that 33,429!. bt granteJ, foriaifing and main- 
taining zo^fo Men, Officers included, to be added to the fix 
Regiments vf Marines for 1 740. 

'J"hat 2450I. be granied for maintaining one Company of 
Invalids to be forthwith raifcd.and for making an Addition 
of twenty Men to each of the four Companies of Invalids 
laired in November 1739. in all to 181 Men for 1740. 

Thai 1 0,3471, be granted upon Account for Out.Penfionert 
of ChelfeA Hofpital tor 1740. 

The 29th. The Mennbers having been firft fummoned 
f.om tlie rial], Court of Requeils, Sec. by the Serjeant with 
the Mace, Samuel Sandys, £fq; Itood up, and cxprcHed him- 
fcif in SublUnce as follows ; 

Si r, . 
* I am now going to by before you a Propofitton, whlcli 
has already been leveral times made to you, without meeting 
with that Succcfs, which I thought itdefervedj but asl 
think ita gooJone, anJahfotutety nccclJary for the Preferva- 
tion of our L'onrtitution, I am far from being difcoutaged by 
its former bad Succefa. nor (hall I be difcuuraged from a 
future Attempt, even tho' it Oiould now meet with as bad a 
Reception as heretofore ; becaufe I am fully convinced of 
the Truth of tKat Obfervation, which was long ago ro:^dc 
by one of our beil Lawyers, that n good Bill or Motion 
once propofed in Parliament, and entered upon our Jour- 
naif, can never die ; Jt may at firii meet with bad Succcfs: 
It may meet with repeated bad Succefs; but, unlefs our 
Conllitution be abfolntely and irrecoverably deftroyed, it 
will by itj own Merits at tail force its way thro' the feveral 
Brandies of our Legiflaiurc. 

* The Propo{itio».I am to make. Sir, is plainly, and ia 
fliort this, tliai Criminah may not be allowed to be their owa 
Judges, and that our Liberties may not be committed to (he 
Keeping of thofe, who are retained to dellroy them. It is 
the Duty of Parliament to redrefa all public Grievances, and 
punifli all high and heinous OfTcndeis who have been artful 
or powerful enough to evade the Laws of the Kingdom. It 
is tiie Duty of Parliament to grant no more Money for the 
Public-Service, than what is abfolutcly necellary, and to fee 
Utet Money properly applied^ and duly accounted for : Aod 
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ITii (lie Duty of Parliamept to wauh over the Liberties and Anno,i;G«). 
Privileges of the People, by taking csrc not to pals aiy H. 1739, 
Laws ttiat arc inconlillcnt with the Liberties and Privileges i,y\f^\^ 
of the People, and by providing fpecdy and cffeAual Reme- 
dies againlt ill Encro.ichinents chat have been, or may be, 
made by ambitious Princes, or guilty Minillcrs. ThcJc, Sir, 
are among the chief of the Duties of Parliament ; but how 
can we wpeCl a Performance, if a Majority of the Mem- 
bers be fuch, whofe Self prefcrvation or Security depenJa 
upon their neglcSing, or a£ling contrary to ibtfe Duties ? 
C^n we expeft, that public Grievances wi)l be redrcHed, 
if a Majority of Pariiamcnt be fuch as have tbemfcives 

[ been, or fuch as are the Fiicads and Confederates of 
thofe that have been the Caufe of thefe public Grievances i 
Can weexped, that any high Offender will be puniQied by 
ParliamcDt. if the Majority of it be fuch as have been Com- 
panions and Sharers wich him in his Crimes, ur fuch whol^e 
chief SubfiUeoce depends upon fcrecning him from Jultice? 
Can we eapcdt, that any Supply dejnanded by the Crown 
will be rcfufcfl, if ic is to be granted by thoic, whofe chief 
SubfiUence depends upon making the Grant ; or that the 
Public Money will be properly applied, or duly accounted 
fat, if thofe that have applied* or may apply, it to liicir 
own Ufe, arc to be the only Jnfpcdlors cf the public Ac- 
counts? Or lallly, Sir, can wc expe^, that a P^irliantcnc 
will gunrd a'gainll the Encroachments of an ambitious 
Prince, or guilty Miniller, if the Majority of that Parlia- 
ment be fuch as have the Whole, or a neccffHry Part of 
ihcir Subliilcncc, from the Places or Petifioni they liold at 
the arbitrary Will of that ambitious Prince, or guilty Mi- 

. oitler? 

f * Thefc are Qucftions, Sir, which, in ray Opinion, can 
be anfwcred in the Affirmative by no Man, that will and 
dare make ule of his Keafon j and yet every one of thefe 
Qacrtions mult, I think, be anfwcred in the Affirmative by 
[hofe who affirm, that our Conllitution can never be in any 
Danger from a Majority, or near a Majority of this Houle's 
being compofcd ot fuch as hold Places and PeniJons at the 
arbitrary Will of the Crown. 1 fhall grant. Sir, that It may 
be neccffary for us to have amongll uf fomc of the chief 
Officers of the Oown. It may be ncct JTiry to have always 
in this Houfc lome of the chief Officers of the 'IVcaiury, 
Admiralty, and Army, as well as (everal others cf ihofc 
Chat are' employed t<y his M^jidy &i chief Olnccrs in the 
executive Part of our Ciovcrnment. Thcfc, l"l-»y, it mdf 
be nrceffiry to have amoi'-gtt us, in ordi r to give us ijch 
cfbmuuoas, as may often become nccdlary 
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Anno n. Ceo Branches of Bufinefs that come rcgdarly before thisHcufi; } 
but, I am fure, it is no way ncceflary, and quite incon 
Cflent with the Dignity of thii Houle. to have it fiUeJi 
wi:h Clerks of Offices, and inferior Officers of our Nav 
and Army. I confcls, I have the grtateJl Regard f* 
fuch of :ho{e as we have at prefcnr amongft us ; becaufe, 
hope they have all fo much Honour, that they woul 
diiclain to ficrifice their Duty, as Members of this Houfe, 
for any fc'fith Confideration : bar, we cauTiot be afTured, 
that thofe who fucccej them in their Offices and Employ* 
mcnt!, win be Gentlemen of fo much Honour, and as tbejr 
tnay Jtkawilc fuccecd them with regard to their Scats in 
this Houfe, cur Conftitulion may be thereby brought into 
the u Cm oft Darger ; fir, if I were not well affured of the 
Honcur of thofc OfScers we have now amongll us, we 
h:ive already fuch a Number, that I Ihould think our Con- 
flitiition upoo the Brink of DcAru^ion; and* as this 
Kumber may increafc fo as, in a fliorc Time, to become 
the Majority of' this Houfe, whilfr we have it our Power, 
we ouglit to rake care to provide againll this Danger, by 
liraitiTi^ the Number of Officers that are to h^ve Se^ts in 
this Houff ; for, jf the Majority of ihiti Houfe ihould ooce 
come to be compofcd of Officers, ani thofe Officera fuch as 
had a jjrtaicr Rfgird to the Places ihcy pofTtfs, or Prefer- 
ments they hope for, Chan to the Liberties and Conliitution 
of thfir CouDiry, it would be ridiculous to thtnJc of getting 
the Approbation of this Houfe to any fuch Regulation. 
Therefnre, Sii", as this ia nor yer, I hope, our unfortunate 
Cafe, I ihill beg !>e3ve to move, Thnr l^ave may be 
givtn to bnrg in n Bill, for the bctfcr fecuring the Fitedom 
of I'^rlisments, by limiting the Number oj Officers to A| 
in the Houfe of Commons, 

John Selw^'n, Junior £fq; 

S 1 R, 

I ihould readily join not only in bringing in but in- 
palling fiich a Bill as :bc Hon. Gentleiusn has been pic«kd 
10 propofc, if I thought it were ncceilsry for the Prefrrva- 
tion of our Conliitution : Kay, I fhould join with the Hon. 
Gentleman in hts Motion for bringing it in, in order ta fee 
■ what fart of Remedy he hag a Mind to propofe, if I 
thought that the Conrtitutioo were now, or ever couW be 
in any D;insfr from the Number of OfBccrs in tliis Houie ; 
Niv firtbcr, J Ihould probably join with him in this 
Motion at leaft, if I were not fully convinced, that the 
rxcluJing of .my Officer who may have Fortune and irierelt 
enough in his Country to get himfcif chofco, would be <t 
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Bnl! <!jneerous Iqfringemeat of our Confltmtion, and at Annot;, (rco* 
lai, un iJifiillible Caulcol i:: !_)ifln!u:ioo, 

* The Hon. Gcotlt-m^n Ji'^ hiQifcU'. St, furnilhed us 
with what i lake tob<:ADUiiaaiwrrjble Argumeat 3g:;iinilthe 
Bill he propofc* : He fays, and, irjccd, k muft by ertTj 
or>c be griintcd, that no Uangcrcno tntuv from the Numbni 
of Officers in cbii Houle, uoleli thac Number be fo greac» 
a« 10 make a Mijority ; and thac even in thi» Oii(e\ no 
Dnngrr can from Uterce enfue, ualefs tliat iVlajority conlills 
of iuch ivico, as have a greater Keg.^rd far the OfSccs tdey 
poilcfs, or ilic I'referinema tbey hope far, than they have 
for their own Honour, or the Liberties of fbeir 0>ut«ry. 
Tiieie, therefore, are two C^fes, which we tndil fupp^re 
may happeo, before wc can lay ihere is •my Kecefliiy for 
iuch a Bill, a& be ha^l been plealini 10 piupofc; and thefe 
iwo Cafes are, in my Opinion^ of fucti a IVitorc, that we 
CADnot [uppulc It poHTiulc* that either rf ircm fltould ever 
bippcQ, and nijch Icfs urn wc Jappolc, that both may 
happen at oiiL' and the fame Time. 

* Wc kcow, Sir, that a great Number of ihofe, who 
have Oniccs auu £mploymca:s under the C'rowm, 1 mean 
all the Oificcrs of the Revenue, are aiready excluded frum 
having Setts in this Houle ; and as for the Offi<:er^ of oar 
N«vy and Army, and all thole that belong to any of the 
0£cej kept here at London, thcyaic, by tuc very Nature 
of their G£ce, and by the Attendance they malt give, 
|itcvcoct-vi from having any Intimacy or Corrcfpohdence 
Mith ihc GciitJcrneu or People of our fevcrjl CouncicE. 
Cities, or Boruugns. and conlcqaendy it muli be extremely 
dilHcult fjr any great Number of them to get thcmfe)ve« 
cholen i for the fcople in ail Pbcca of the Kingdom are 
fond of ihofe that live amongU tflcm, and converfe with 
Cberod^ili, and wilJ always chufc oce ol tiiem, rjitbcr than 
*ny Sitai.gcr chat cumcs to let up 2s a Candidate ac aa 
Lle^iun. 

* I'or tbffe Reaions, Sir, I think it impoffible to fuppoTe, 
that ctcr H Majority of thi^ Houfe Oiould tonfill ol Iuch. 
u hoid Offices or Employments ac the arbiiraiy Will of 
tbc Ctowu i and as for Peniionen. they are already ex- 
cluded from having Scats io this Hoolci «s cB^iluaHy £s 
it is polTible lor you to e:cclude tbetn by any Law you c^n 
Duke i^ut this is not the oaJy imp<;£ibie SuppoU:i'>n we 
mult maUe, in order to frighten ourlclvcs with the Dangers 
wc arc cxpofed to by a gre.u Nambcrx^f Officer* having 
Seitt in tbJ) Hsule : Wc mull not only fuppofe, thac tliey 

Majority of the Houle, bat thai they are all fuch 
no Rcg'ird to their HoDUur, or cbcir Country, 

wiiich 
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Anno rj^Gco which, I hope, will appear to be a Suppofttion impoOible 
IJ. 1739. 10 be made, with regard to fuch a Number of Gentlemen 

^^^^"^J of Family and Fortune in chis or toy other Kingdom upon 
£arth ; for GcDCtemcn of Family and Fortune they maft 
be befote they can gcc thcmfelvcs chofcn, unlefs yoii fup- 
pofe their Conllituenu to be as great Scoundrels as them- 
felves, which is Jikewife a Suppofition thit, 1 hope, can 
never brmi.de ; at leaft, 1 am fure, if there fliould ever be 
Ground fur making fuch a Supputiuon, it would be ridi- 
culoas to talk of preleiving the Liberties of fucb a vicious 
and abandoned People. 

' Bur, Sir, before we can fuppofc our Conflitution in Dan- 
ger from a great Njmber of Offiixra having Seats in ih\9 
Houfe, we mull, m my Opinion, fuppofr, that all ihofe 
Officers are not only regardlefs of Honour and tlieir 
Country, but downright Fools and IJiots, with regard to 
their own Inicrcll. Every Gentleman that can have a 
S«at in this Hnufe, muU now by Law be poileilcd ofan 
Bftaie of 600 / or at Icill 300/. a Year, in his own Right. 
WhiJl^ our ConUitution is pxclcrvcd, he may ciill th?3 his 
Property, he may tranfmit it to iais Politrity. Bat if our 
happy ConUitution fhould be deltroyed ; if an abfuluieaod 
arbitrary Government fhould be fet up, he could do neither 
with any Certainty, Jn fuch Governments liiere is no 
Property, there is no Man can with Certainty depend upon 
being able to tranfmit any thing to bis I'ollcrtty ; and 
would any Man but a Fool and a Madman render a certain. 
Teal, iratifmiiTible Klbtc of 6co /. or 300/. a Year preca- 
rious, for the fake of a Place or a Penlion of double th« 
Value, which he held at the mere Will of anothrr, and 
which he knew he could not tranfmit to his Pollerity ? 'i'his, 
Sir, is fo contrary to common picnic-, th»t it is impoflible 
to fuppofc, that any great Number of Men in any Age, or 
ajiy Country, could be guilty of fuch a Piece of Madnd?. 

• From henci!, 1 think, it is evident, tli;jt our ConUJiu- 
tioB can never be in Danger from any Number of Officers 
that may have Seats in this Houfe ; bL:t if you (hould by a 
new L»v exclude all thofe in any Office or Employment 
under the Crowo, or all but a very few, from Kiving S^aii 
]tt this Idoufc, it would not only endanger, but, m ny 
Opinion, certainly deftroy our ConlHtuiion. Sir, I believe 
it Will be granted, that fince the happy AcceiTion of our 
prefcflC illullrious Family, as great a Regard, as great a 
Refped has been (Iicwn by the Crown to Parliament, nay 
grcKer, I believe, than was ever fliewn in any former 
Period of Time. To compare it with that Period in which 
our ConiUcution feenis to have been nioU perfi'tl, »"d our 
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Government mod wifely adminiflred. I mean the Reign cf Annoi)«6c«. 
the glorious Queen Elizabeth : Every one knows that (he ^ '7?P- 
often treaied her Parliaments with more Haughtinefs than ^-^T^^^ 
has lately been (o much as thought of: Nay, Ihc fomcciincs 
treated tbcm in fuch a manner, as would now be ex* 
claimed againft, as the higheA Infult, the moll dangerous 
Encroachment upon the Rights and Liberties of Parliament ; 
and yet the Parliaments is her Time behaved in a more 
obedient, I may fay, a more fervile Manner towards the 
Crown, than they have ever done in any Reign fince that 
Time : From whence Imull conclude, that, (ofar from being 
brought under any fervile Infiaence by the Number of 
OfHcers we have now in the Houfe, it concrtbaces towards 
enhancirg thic Reg:ird, which the Ciown finds neceflary 
to fliew to us ; and, 1 think, very good Rcal'on it Ihould ; 
forfurely a Gentleman who, betides his Seat in this Houfe 
and his perfonal Abilities, has a grcit Share in the Go- 
vernment and public Ccunfels of his Country, or a great 
Command and Imercll Jn the Navies and Armies of his 
Country, is more to be regarded than a mere Country 
Squire or City -Merchant, who has nothing to recommend 
him, but his own perlbnal Abilities, and his being a 
Member of this Houfe. 

* rhcrtfore. Sir, if you exclude all Officers of the 
Crown from having Seats in this Houfe, you wiU, of one 
Side. lefTen that Regard which the Crown now finds 
necefliiry to fhew to you [ and ol the other, you will 
introduce, and In a manner eltabflfh Fa£lion and Sedition, 
not only in this Houfe, but in every Part of the King- 
dom. The chief Guard we have againli Faction and 
Sedition has always confided in tbufe Honours, PoIt!i, and 
Preferments, which the Crown has the fole Power to 
bellow: if you remove that Guard out of Parliament, the 
feditious great Men, who may be the Heads of Fadion. 
may probably, in a IhortTime, get the Diredion not only 
of this Houfe, but of moll of the Eletflions in the King- 
dom ; the Confequcnce of which would certainly be a 
Civil War between this HouCc and its Fo'lowers of one 
S de, and the King and his OfHcers and their Followers^ of 
the other ; and by the IlTue of this War, let which ever 
Side previiil, our Conltitutton would certainly be undone. 
This, Sir, was the Cafe in the Reign of Henry HI. This 
Wis the Cafe in the Reign of Charles I. In Henry INd's 
Time, the great Earl of Lciceller. who was Head of the 
Patty againii the King and his Miniflers or Officers, not 
only got the Direflioo of the Parliament, but, by his own 
AJiboiity , nonunatcd many of chofc (hat were to be chofea 
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Anroi^.Cen-fts Wtmbtfra of tht? Hoaie; anti if thzt haaphty Eat] had 
^ * JP- not been tlricrttti by ihc Duke of Cjlouteller, autl i.lrf-;:cd 



wards our great bJvvsrt) I. thnt Conti'ii would probabif 
have ended in a total OvrrtiiroM' of otu- Conlittutlon. ucbe 
<Kber J have mtotioncd did. tn:hcRf;igi of ChariesJ. 






^^ F*^-* by the Courage and Conduft of the Prince of Wales, %jier-^| 

B 

Flora all which. Sr. I mud conciudp, that tile Office 
or Eniploym^ius. which ;'rc or ma/ be poff-ffcd by Mm* 
ben of chit Houfc, may fcrvc to keep up luch a Corre- 
fpondcnce nod Connexion between rb-; Crown and P^rlia- 
mmc, :>s will Jccurc the 'IVanguiliity tf the Nation ngainft 
Faiii on and Scc'ition. but can never enable any Prince or 
MiiiilLtfr Co di-llroy our Lihcrcics : hcc:iu(c as Ik^on as ai^ 
fuch Dcfign bECoroes rr.aDifelt, m-'U of the Officers who 
havethe Honour to be M'.mbersof this Honfe, wiii declare, 
and iftervby turn the Majority ol this Hcufc sgitnU the 
Court; ami b/ That meana we Ihall alv,-ay9 have it io oOf 
Power tt give a Check to [he wicked Dtfi^iii of any am- 
bitious Prjncc Of gailty MiaiHrr. There can, therrforff, 
be no NccclDty for fuch a Bill, as tlie Honourable Gentle- 
man has JoccD plr-ifcd lo propufe; bjt on tiie cootriiry, t 
znult think, it would be of the moll dangerous Cont'rquence 
to onr Conflitution, and for this Reaion I mult dcciars 
BgainlUiis Motion/ 

George Lyttleton, Ef<^; 
Si r. 
GenrgeLrr. * Ao Horour».ble Getitleman. at the Jowcr End of the 
tleton, Eiqi Houle, threw out a Propofat. to fend ui aM CO School again 
for the reforming our M:inccrs. Sir, J ihinkt our Care 
fliuuld be 1 1 prevent Members of Parliament Irom being at 
School, when they are here, from being under the Lilh of 
an ififo'ert Miniiier, ns, if we may credit Hillory, his hai>- 
pened in lome former ParliametiU. Sir, 1 d>) not me.>n the 
P.irJiimetit in Queen fchzjbeth's Rctgo. however fervile they 
are reprc^cncLd to have bix'ii, by an Honourable Member 
ever the w*y. I am afr.iid che Pradicc of Mmilleis nam. 
irg Members to Boroughs at their own Will and Pleafure, 
which he t&IJ us was oied by the Earl of Loicelier, has not 
been dropprd fince thitlimci and I wilh our Pollrrity may 
sever lie Days lefs adV'intageous to Lioetty. Elizabecii 
loved her People, dcfired Oieir Honour, regarded their 
Jotcreii. Ibc htard their Complaints agiinft the greAtefl, the 
molt fivourcd of her Minillrrs; and yet I will own. Sir, 
(here ivcre miny wrong Thing* done in her Reign, bft- 
CHuferiifficit'ot Kcflriiints were not then laid upon the Power 
ttf the Crown: And thercfoie the Example of her Reiga 

holds 
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loMs out a ufcrul LtHbn to u;, that even to the bcft of Annor), Qto. 
Prioces we Ihould noc allow fuch adangerous lofluCDce, as " *fl9- 
may tempt them, by the Advice of bad Minilkrs, to en- V,-^VX^ 
K croach on our Freedom. 

wf ■ Sir, considering how this Bill cOinft recommendrJ, t 
{houtd have Imagined. Gentlemen would have thought it 
owing 10 tbeoifelvcs, if not to their Country, to ferm to 
treat It with a little Refpct^. But not fo much ai to allow it 
r to be brought into the Houfc, to oppofc the Principle of ir, 
ft, is indeed very extraordinary. There have beeft Time^ 
B^ when, only for the fake of that Principle, BilU of a mrch 
vJefs moderate Nature, and to which there lay many Objec- 
^lions that cannot be made agsinft this, have paHed here wiih- 
oui Oppoii;ion, Sir, for my own Part, 1 thinks when I am 
promoting this Bill, that I am contending for all I ever 
thought myfelf bound to contend for ; that 1 am oppofing 
at] 1 ever thought it my Duty looppofe: All Faults and 
Mifmanagemeots in the Admtnillration of Govcrnmerc, 
the Milundernandirg, the Neglefl, the giving up of at| 
national tntereds, Difcoacent at Home, Difhonour Abraid, 
whatever cin be conceived molt detrimental to the Gocki of 
the Public, is alt fo clofely inwoven with the Evil this Bi'l 
would prevent, that it can be guarded againft, of remedied 
by no other poffible Means. Sir, how far I am from fup- 
pofing, that merely to have an Employment, withoat o:hcr 
Caufe of Sufpicion, iniplie$any Notion of Guilt or Cornip- 
B lion. 1 need do other Proof than the Senfe 1 muH. have of 
B^xny own Situation. But tho'i have an Kmploymert myfelf. 
Bsl think it fliH undeniably true, that the Nation has Rcafon to 
V be jealous of the Number of Placemen in Parliament ; be* 
B ciafe Nations always regard Things, and not Perfons; be- 
^ caafe they confider the Temptation in general, not a parti- 
cular Power of rr£(ling it; and becaute the public Wifdom 
ought to proportion the Degree of Retlraiot co the Drgtee 
of Danger, that is either felt or forefeen. 

• While this Houfe is fall of independent Gentlemen, or 
with fucb Placemen oni'y whofc Pisces are not (o much the 
beft of their Property, that they cannot rifle the Lofs of 
them without a Spirit of Martyrdom, who have fomething 
of their own fufGcient to outweigh their Employments, and 
while the Number eren of thele fhall be confined within 
fome moderate Bounds, a Miniller muil regard (his AHem- 
bly as an awful Tribunal, before which he is conftantly to 
account for his Condufl: He mull refpcfl yoUr Judj5ments, 
he mull dread your Cenfures, he muil feci yourSupcr-inten- 
dency. But 1 can imagine, a future Houfc of Commons fo 
^ crowded with Placemen, that z Spectator in the OtUctf 



Anno I), Geo might be apt to millake, and ihiok hrmrelf at die Levee * 
li^iTjij. ji Minirtennllead of a Parliament. The Benches here may 
be covere<3 not only with OHicers of Rank Id the Govern- 
ment, not only with the Servants of the Crown, but wiih the 
. Servants, perhaps, of thofe Servants; and what St'niiment5k 
Sir, have we Rcafon to think the Sight of a Houi'e fu 61led 
would excite in a MIniAer f Would he think hlmt^elf in the 
Prefence of his Country, or in the tnHtt. of a Guard that 
would enable him to defy its JuHlce, and deride its Recent' 
mcnt? The Po01bility of this happening hereafter, is the 
Ground of this Bill, which therefore the People of England 
do not only coniider as a fingle Point to be gained for them 
upon any prefcnt Ncceflity, but as a general Security againll ^ 
all they apprehend for the future. 

* Sir, ray worthy Friend who made you this Motion, ia 
the opening of it, explained to you fuSiciently, that tbe;^ 
ii no Intent of running into any Extiemes. If I thought 
there wai. I would oppofe it as much as any Man hefe. I 
know bm one Thing more prepofterous than fuch a gccenl 
Place-Bill, as would exclude all Perfons in Office from a Seat 
in this Houre,aQd that is, to leave the Number of chem under 
no Limitation at all. But^for fear of flarving. m\xi\ we die 
of a Surfeit? Between thefe two Abfurdities, can no Me* 
dium be found ? Can't we continue thofe amongd us who are 
of any Ufe to the Hoafe, who can give any AiTUtance, any 
Weight, any Facility, any Grace to our Proceedings, and 
fhut the Door againfl others whom it is neither decent, nor 
fafeloadmit? Sir, thedoing this is eafy ; it will be done by 
this Bill; it is what the Wifdom of former Parliament! 
would have done long befortr now. But the Reafon they did 
it not wa»t it never entered into their Thoughts to conceive 
that fome, who have fincefat in Parliament, could attempt 
to come there; I do not mean from any perfonal lacapacityt 
but from the Nature itfelf of their Otiices, incompatible 
alniofl with the very Idea of a Member of Parliament, h- 
is a lurpridng Thing, but it is verified by what we fee every 
VtiYf that the common PraAice of fome Ages goes beyond 
even the fears of the paft. We mail therefore fupply from 
Experience what our Predeceffors failed to forefee; aad wc 
are called ppon to do (o by the unanimous Cry of ihe Na- 
tion. Sir, the grcatefl ASuirs before us arc of Icfs Inpor- 
lance than this: It is better Spain fhouJd inTade the Free- 
. dom of the American Seas, than the Crown of England 
violate the Independence of Parliament. It is not Spanifh 
or French Arms, but Sp^nilh and French Maxims of Go- 
vernment, that we fliould have mod to ftar from, if the 
vigilant Caution, the jealous Spirit of Liberty in this iloufe 
J did. 
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Jid not concur witb tbeGoodnefs. the natural Goodnefs of Annori.GcfiE 
his Majcfty, to Tecure our free Conditution. Let the Cor- '*- ^Tlff- 
tts of Spiin, let the Parliament of Paris be a Warnirg to ^•'VN^ 
this; let them ihcw us what wc may come to, if we tJon't 
preve;n the Growth of Corruption, before it produces Jiero 

I the infenfibie, gradual, fatal Change it did there. 
* Sir, I am trying to recoiled what Objections have been 
made to this Bill, and / proteft I can fit>d none that feem to 
me to want a Reply. One chiefly infitted upon is, that it 
carries an Air of Sufpicion, Sjr» in all the Suies that I 
have read of, antienc and modem, the moll fufpicious Peo- 
ple have been always the lateft enllared. To fufpeA human 
Frailty in tempting Circumftanccs is a very natural Jca- 
loufy, and a too fecure Confidence will hardly be thought a 
^ Parliamentary Virtue. It is painfal. indeed, to befufpeded, 
but the greater the Pain, the greater the Deftrc fhould be to 
remove ihit Sufpicion. Bu;, Sir, againft the prefcnt Houfe 
of Commons, no I'uch Sufpicion can be conceived, _ Upon 
what Grounds fttould it be founded ? Upon what Probability i 
Has the private Difcourfe of fuch Gentlemen here, ever 
. been different from their public Behaviour ? Have they ever 
Calked one way, aod voted another? Have there been any 
Indications of a private Interelt^ that of any one Man ever 
prevailing over that of the Nation, againft FaA, Reafoo.or 

IJullice? Have not the Majority here conliantly Ihewa the 
ftrongefi Conviflion, that their ConduA was llriftly con- 
lormabte to the mofl difinterelled Love of their Country? 
Soch a Houfe of Commons ought not to be, is not ful'pefled : 
But granting fuch a Doubt to have been formed, is tbltthe 
way to remove it? Will the rejecting this Bill clear our 
Chancer, or can all the Art and Power of Calumny give 

»faalf the Weight to an Impocation of that kind as focb a 
Proceeding? 
* Sir, to thofewho treat this Bill as a chimerical Thing, 
an idle, (peculaiivc ProjcA, I will lay but one Word, that 
ihc moft chimerical Thing in Nature, is the Notion of a 
free Conllitution, where the reftraining Powers arc not en- 
tirely exempt from Dependency. Such Liberty is, indeed, 
t Spccubtion lit for School-boys i for what would Terms and 

» Appearances avail, if Independence were Jolt i You might 
'letain the vain Eiifigns of your former Authority, but 
would they give you any Dignity, would they be of any V(e 
lo the Public t The Mace there upon your Table, what 
would It iignify > It might be borne before you with ridicu- 
lous Pomp, but it would be what Cromwell called it once, a 
,raerc Bauble; or if it had any Weight, it would be only to 
oppnh, not to proteA. 
• *^^ E c 3 -Sir, 
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ilnaoii.Gttt ' Sir, the prdcDt Form of our Government, kMp it 
U 17JP- but free from Corruption, is fo wik-ly conrtiiuted, iho 

V^"^^^^ Powers in it are fo happily mix'd, ihai it has all ihe Ad- 
vantages of a Republic, without the Defe£ta and Evilt 
sttcading one. £ut, on ihe other Side, I mull fay, that 
if it fhould be corropccd, if the Controul of ParliamenB 
flibold be bought ofT by the Crown, the very Reverfe^ 
would be troe i and it would have all the OcfefLs, all ibt 
Evils ofsn abfolute Monarchy, without th« Advantages;! 
It would be a more expenfive, and worfe adminiflered 
abfoiutc Pow«r. Sir. I hopeit u underftood, that in what 
X hLve faid, I am only contetiding for a provifional Security.] 
sgainll a Mifcbief not yet futtin all itK Malignny, butyer,' 
pt fo incrcafing a Natijrc. and fuch ruiuout Confequences, 
that wc mull be blind not to forefce them^ and worfe thaa 
carclefe rot to prevent. I will oniy add, thatevcry Yea 
wc delay this Security, may probably add both to the Ne^ 
CL'flicy aud DinicuUy ot obuining it i and that People ouH 
8-door5 may be apt to judge from the Succefs of thitj 
Quellion To-day, If even now. it does not come a Ittdl 
too late.* 

Sir William Yos^e. 

S I R, 

Sir Wii::am * I am very ready to allow, that it is laudable in a fn 
yongt. People to be jealous of their Liberties ; and to be ready 19! 
rrpct the Icalt Attack that can be nnade upon them. But 
1 cannot think it very prudent to Aiew any outward Signs 
of ihia je?.luufy, wichoiic feme real and immediate Caufe j 
and when DivJlions and Animofitics are llirred up amonglt 
a free People, about guarding againU an Attack that was 
never m^de nor thought of, I Hiall always be inclined to 
impute it CO any thing, rather than to 3 true and diJinte* 
leilcd Regard for the public Good. All Cootefls aboaC 
altering or amending our Conllituiio:i, cfpccially when 
they arenurfed up, and carried oa without j^oors, as well 
as wj'hin, I mu^l look on as a political Sort of Warfare; 
and. 1 think, no Sort of War ought ever to be began, 
"without fomc real Offence of one Side or other. If the 
Nation is to be fet in a Ferment, about providing againft 1 
every imaginary Danger thai may be fuggeftwi by al 
melancholy and gloomy Difpofirjon. we fhall always be fof 
much taken up with providing sgsinll imaginary and diftanti 
domeAic Dangere, that we may probably, fome Time or] 
p;hcr. cvcrbok, and ncgleft (o provide agaioll a real andj 
imiTDneiii /brcign Danger; and ihtij.^ wJii lit- we are engaged] 
lA QLcdicis Cornells about guarding our Liberties and Pro- ' 
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perries againft the Invafions of one another, we may at laft Anno i 
£nd both left entirely ac the Merc/ of fome ibieign '^ ' 
lavadcT. 

* For this Reafofl, I am not for endeavouring to be fi> 

Jutck.fighted as fome Gentlemen pretend to be, nor ihxll 
ever be for making an Alteration in our Conilitution, in 
order to provideagainft any Danger it may be exposed to, 
till that Danger begins to be in fome Degree felt, as well 
as foTcfcen ; and therefore^ I think, no Gentleman can 
cxpc^. that I Ihould agree to the Motion now under our 
Con6deration. Whatever may be our Fate in future Times, 
] am fare, it cannot be Citd, that in hh prcfcnt Majelty*s 
Reign, or under the prc^nt Adminiflraeion, the leaK 
Attempt has been made upon the Freedom of Parlia- 
nient, or to gain a corrupt Influence over any Member 
of this Houfe. If our Parliaments had ever once of 
late Years, at the Infligation of the Crown, agreed to, 
or approved of any Thing that look'd like an Encroach- 
menr^ either upon the Rights and Liberties of the People, 
or upon the Property of any private Man in the Kingdom, 
that Agreement or Approbation might have been fulpefled 
of proceeding from fome corrupt Influence. But as nofutJi 
Agreement or Approbation has ever been obtained, as no 
Attempt has been lately made by the Crown to obtain any 
fuch, I can fee no Reafon for the prcicnt Motion, or for 
that Ourery againft Corruption, that has been of late io 
iadufiriouny propagated all over the Nation. 

• Corruption, I know. Sir, like arbitrary Power and 
wooden Shoes, is a mod hideous Word, and I {hall grant, 
that it may t>c of a dangerous Confeqoencc to the Liberties 
of a free People i but there are two Things that muft 
concur, before it can ever become dangerous, and that is, 
a general Depravity of Manners among the People, and 
a wicked Dcfign in thofe that govern them. If Virtue 
prevails among the Generality of the People, if they arc 
not generally guided by felhlh and corrupt Motives, an 
ambitious Court can never propofe to fucceed in their 
DeiigQS, by Means of Corruption, let their Fund for that 
Purpole be never fo extenGve; and if the Governors of a 

tfrce People have no ambitious or wicked Defign', no Fund 
for Corruption can ever be dangerous in ihctr Hands ; but, 
on the contrary, it may be nntffary for preferring the 
Happmefs and Tranquillity of the People; for, if the 
People be generally corrupt, if they be generally guided 
by felfifh and corrupt Motives, their Governors mult have 
whtrcxjjitbai xofatiify thofe Vicw?, Which, with moH Men, 
are their only Motives for AAtoo ; othcrwife it will be 
B imppoflible 
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Anno i5,Geo I'mpoflible to get a Majority of the People to concnr, even 
H. iiiv- in [iiuie Meafurcstliat are abfolutely ntcelUry for cheir owa 
PrcfervatioD. 

' It is ilicrcfbrc evident, Sir; that thofc who think we 
are in any prcicnc Danger f:om Corruptioi., muft be of 
Opinion, that a general Depravity of ManDcrs has oJ late 
crept in among the People of this Kingdom, and that fajs 
Majetly, by the Advice of evil Counfcllors, has forroctf 
Delignt againll the Liberties of hia People i which Is an 
Opinion, iiiat, I hope, is far from being entcrcained by 
any Gent cinan in thisHoofe. Whatever Opinion we may 
have of the GtnentHty of our Countrymen, I hope no 
Ccntlenian ttiinks, that his Majeily U^i any DeCgns 
againlt the Liberties of tii& People, or that he would harbour 
any fuch, were it in hjs Power to carry them into Ejiccu- 
tion. What arc we then to do by the Bill propofed ? If 
a general Depravity of Manatrs doea not prevail, wc are. 
Without (he leall Shadow of ReaE^OD, to deprive tbe People 
oftht Service o( thofc, wno, if they are honeft» are cer- 
taiiiiy bell able to fervc their Country in Parliiment ; and 
if a general Depravity of Manners does prevail, we are to 
deprive hia Majtrty, who, wc arc certain, can have no 
bad Defign?^, of the em/y Means he can have for carrying 
his good DehgDj into Execution, or, icdeed, for anfwering 
any one End of GovcmmeDt. 

■ But now, Sir, let me fuppofe, which. lam fare, there' 
is no Ground for, that a Majority of this Houfc not 
only think, that the People of thi» Nation arc gene< 
rally governed by fclfifh and corrupt Motive , but alfo, 
that his Majelly has, by the Advice of evil Counfellois, 
formed Bcfigni againll ihc Liberties of the People : £ven 
in i^is Caff, can we fuppoie that this fiiU would be 
a proper Kemedy i From Experience wc mull conclude, 
that it would have a quite contrary Effect: Like the fel^ 
denying Ordinance in Cromwell's Time, it would not only 
£iciHtate, but hallea that very Confequcnce it is intended to 
prevent. 1'Ke Palling of fuch a Bill, would be an imme- 
diate and iiifj!Iib!e Caufe of a Divifion and Contention be- 
tween the King and his Parliament, which would of courfe 
drive both to Extremes; and as we have fuppolcd both 
£iijes governed by ambitious and felnfti Views only, which- 
ever Side prevailed, the Contention would end, as it did 
in Cromwt.ll*£ ) ime, in the Ellablinitnent of arbitrary 
Power. 'I'heicforc, if there were any prefent Danger 
from Corruption, the only Method for providing efifcftu- 
ally ag-iinil it would be, to take proper Mealures for 
IciloiiP^ the V'iituc of the People, and lor removing evil 

Coun- 
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Counrdlors from tlic King, both which may be done by Afinotj, G«o 
Parliament, but can nevei bedoRcby fuch a Bill as is now H- I7jp- 
propofed j and therefore, I muflbe ag&inft giving Leave to 
bring in a Bill, which, J tMnk, can is no Caie be of any 
Service, and which miy, probably, be attended with moll 
perntcioui^ Confetjaences.' 

^ Edward SoutKwcll, ET^; 

S I K, 

• The Bin now moved for, isoffo great Confequcnce, F.dw. Sontb-I 
(b ardently dcfired by the Nation in general, that J carnot "^'^ ^^'^^ 
fati&fy myfelf with giving a bare Aflcnt to the Motion fur 
bringing it in, and therefore, I mud venture upon the 
hard TsOt of betraying my own Jnabilicy, rather than iit 
£tent in a Debate, whereon, I think, the Freedom aod 
Irulependency of Partiametic, and the very Being of our 
Conllituiion depend. A Debate, Sir, which, by its Event. 
muft, in effcd, determine, whether the Commons of 
Great-Britain arc ever hcrcafccr to be properly reprefentcd 
in this Houfe, whether we are really to be any longer 
B free People or no. 

* It would ill become me. Sir, to dare to infinuate the 
lead Rcfledion upon any of thofc Gentlemen who have the 
Honour to be employed in his MajeRy's Service, or to be 
diftinguifhcd by his Royal Favour. Their Rank and their 
Sution claim adue RefpeA, and I have ever paid them Aich 
as becomes a Freemin, Ai Gentlemen, and as Individuals, 
I kave a great R^rgard for them ; bat as LegiiUtorE, and as 
ao aggregate Body, I muH own, their Numbers, their Power, 
and ihetr Influence here, may give juft Groundsof J^aloufy 
and Apprehenfioo, to every Man that underAands :he Na- 
ture asd sdmires the Wifdom of oar happy Conllitution; 
f^)eciaUy if wefhould ever happen to fee an Union, or Coa- 
Ii:ion of cheir ft-'veral Interells, for their muiual Support, 
and, as it were, in one common Ciufc, lulicnever the State 
of our Army, or Navy, of our Treafury, or Revenue, or of 
the Nation in general, (hall come under the Coi<fiderat:on 
of this iioufe. 

* We juftly value ourfelves on the Wifdom and Equity 
of our Laws, for tryiig the Life, Liberty, and Property of 
ihe roeancfl Subjeft. by impartia) J^dgc5. and difinterefted 
Jariei. Sh-ll wc be thus c<^.reful of the Libenie; ami Pro- 
jierties oi private Men, and take no Care of tte Liberties 
and Properties of the People in genera) ? Shall wc remove 
aj.iror, in i Cate «f private Property, if it appears mat he 
ku to IntcrclJ in tMh'T Srdcol ti.c Queliio- i and in a Cafe 

^^j^bfi PiMsiy*Jlii!il,wc#4mit » M,-j«">» "'' ."^' * 
* "■' '. - • 1 Majority, 
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Anno I ;, G«o Majority of thorc chat are to be Judges, to confifl of fucli ti 
11 »7ii>- have ihe whole, or the greatelt Part of their Subfiflcncc, 
\,,y^'Y'\^ depending upon one Side, perhaps the wrong Side, of the 
Queltioo ? Surely. Sir, this great Council, which t» cntrufted 
with the Happinefi, the Property, and Purfe of the Nation, 
demands, at leaft, cqaa.1 Care and Attention: The Guar- 
dians of the Laws, Liberties, acd public Intcrell. ought, 
above all Men, to be difinterellcd and independent ; free not 
only from the finpuution, but even from the lealt S^fpicion 
of any pecuniary Biaf> whatever. In private Lifs, it would 
be ablurd to ailow any Man to Ht as Judge and Jury in his 
own Caufe; and in this Ilouk, where our All ii at SUkke, 
is it not equ^i lly abfurd, may it not be deftruflivc ? 

* Sir, there is no Defign to turn out of this Houfe, every 
Gentleman that has a Place or Office under the Crown By 
the Bill now moved for, all thofcwho have Places or OfGcea 
under the Crown are to be excluded from having Sots in 
this Houfe, except ^uch Placemen aod Officers as (hill be 
named in the Bill; and when this Exception comes to be 
filTed up, it will appear, that there may Hill beat leaft 150 
Placemen and Officers in thU Houfe, which furely Js a 
Number /utficient for anfwering all the good Purpofcs of 
the Crown ; s^nd, I hope, no Gentleman wiH fay, we ought 
to have luch a Number of Placemen and OiHcers in this 
Iloule, as may anfwcr thofc baJ Purpoici which fome future 
ambitious King, or bad Minilkr, may happen to have in 
View, or may be prompted to htive in View, when he con- 
fiders, that be has fuch a great Number of Placemen and 
Officers in this Houfe. 

' The long and expenfive Wars this Nation has been 
obliged to carry on, for the jutl Defence of our Religion, 
our I^ws, and our Liberties, have engaged us in immenfe 
Debts: Thefe Debts fiill fubfill, and have had this fetal 
Confequence. that, while they have fettled the Balance of 
Fewer Abroad, I fear they have overturned the Balance of 
Power at Home. They have raifed a numerous Swarm of 
Revenue and Excifc-OflBccrs, and other Tax- Gatherers, 
who have overfprcad the Nation like Locufls. Tt is well 
known what Intlaence thefc Officers and Tax-Gatherer» 
have upon Eleflions, and 1 may alfo fay, it is well known, 
what Ufe they make of it. They influence our Eleftioni, 
not only while they live, but alfo when they die ; for many 
Etedors are infljcnccd by the Hopes of fuccecding them. 

' We are again engaged in ajuJt and necefiliry War, 
whereby our Fleets arc become more numerous, our Land- 
forces greatly incrcafed, and more and more Levies of Ma- 
lines every Day made. Thcfc Augmcntatiuiu laaU (brow 
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^ new WeigU of Power into ihat Scale, which fcema al- Annoij.Oeo* 
^rcady to be charged beyond it& due Proponion, and of ^ '75>- 
^ramrfc live Freedom o * Parliafnor.c, and the Security of (.•'"V^^^^ 
Hkur Conftitation, will be thereby mare endangered. whickJ 
Vjias raifed great Jcalou£c3 all over the Nation. ^ 

~ • This Bill, Sir, feems to be the only fure Method to 
allay thefc Jealoufies, and to prevent tliefc Dangers. It is 
not meant to exclude all Placemen from Parliament: It is 
meant only to reftrain and limit the Number of Placemen, 
which in future Parliaments m:iy become {o grcnt, as to be 
inconfillcnt with the Freedom oi J'.irliament, or the Prcfiar- 
yacion of our CoQUitutton. This £fie£t the BiJi will liave, 
if, luckily for ui and our PoOerity, it be pafled Into a Law } 
%nt this is not the only good Efftd ic will have. ficfiJe* 
ihis, it wi!l have many other good F.ffe&i : It will not onl/ 
limit the Number of Placemen in Parliament; but it will 
•I(b foon lelTcn their Number, and their Expence in general. 
If this Bill fiioiild be pafTcd, new Pl.tccs would not be 
created, many oM oneswould be ^botiOied, no mere Officers 
Vould be employed than were abfoiuiely necelHiry t and. t 
ycrily believe, no more would be allowed them than they 
J&rifliy earned; A Imalt Salary would then fatisfy a Cleric 
itiui Office, who might now, perhaps, rejefl it, as a Mem* 
}>cr uf this Houl'e i nnd Men might wcU afford to fervc for 
^alf Pay, who had no Interell to lupport, and no other Merit 
jjettflary for the Pol't they enjoy, or the Poll they afpire to, 
than the bare Quali&cation for that, and that alone, l^hey 
would then become Men m( one Cilling, and of one Bufi- 
ncls : They would be more diligent and faithful in the Dif> 
charge of their Duty, bccaufe they would be more afraid 
of being called to Account. 

< The Nation, &ir« grows daily naore jealous of its Li- 
berties, and more zealous fur the Security of them, by the 
Succcf) of thi'. Bill; and, therefore. I hope that, at leall, fo 
much XfcferencewiU be paid to the Voice of the People, as 
(o admit theic Rcpre tenia tives fully to debate the Meriuof 
this imporUnt Caufc. The Voice of the People is well 
Worthy the Attention, the ferioiu Attcniionof a wife Legi- 
flature : It is a Voice that Aril or laft will be he:)rd.and will 
have iuEffcA : It is a Voice that is not to be fi.enced, that 
is not to be fmochered, much lefs to be rejefled with Con- 
tempt 

' Therefore, Sir, in Duty lo hii Majcfly, that he may 
Tcign happy in the Hearts* in the AlfcUionb. and Confidence 
of bis People, which alooe can render him powerful at 
Home, and formidable Abroad* in JuUice to nf>y Coontrj', 
Uut ibtie valuable Rights and Piirilcgc*^ derived to us 
■ Vot. VI. F f from 
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fiom OQt AoccRors, may be tranfmitted down to Poilcrity * 
ID Difcbargc of my own Confcience, and of the great Truft 
repofed in mc by my ConlHtucnts, I thooght mylelf oblig- 
ed, roiwithftandrng the juft Scnfc I have of my Inability, 
to give this public Teftimony of my Approba[ijn of what 
is propofcd, and I do moft heartily Join in the Motion for 
bringing in this important and moft necWTiry Bill.' 

Henry Pelham, Elq; 
6 t R. 

• The Honourable Gcnllernen, who in this Debate have 
fpoke in favour of the Motion, fccm atl, by their Argu- 
ntL'ntit, to prefume, that every Gentleman, who has a Place 
or Office under the Crown, is to receive Direflions from the 
Crown, with regard to his Behaviour in this Hoafe, and that 
he will always vote and afl here according to tbefe Direc- 
tions. Sir. if there were any Ground for fuch a Prefump- 
cion. if I thought that there could ever be any Ground for 
fuch a Pretumption. I fhotild moll readily agree to this Mo- 
tion : I (hould not only be for excluding allTuch Gentlemea. 
from h.-iving Seats in ibis Houfe, but I Aiould be forlaying^ 
them under all the Incapacities which Excife-OfRccrs are 
alrcftdy by L»\v fubjefted to. I fliould be for preventing 
ihcir endeavouring to perfuade any Eleflor io give, or to 
difTtude any from giving his V^ote for any Candidate at an 
Elcflion. But 1 am very far from fuppoling, "that the 
Crown, orany Minil'.er of the Crown, will c^cr attempt to 
give Direfliona to any Member of this Houfe, with regard : 
to his Behaviour here; and much lefs can I fuppofe, cbBtj 
ary Gentleman, who has the Hwiour to be chofen a Mem- 
ber of this Houfe, would fubmit to follow fuch DircAions, J 
for the fake of any Place or Office he can have or exped 1 
from the Crown. When a Gentleman is chofen a Mcmbctj 
of thit Houfe, he thereby becomes a Coanfellor for his So* 
vereign. as well as a 'I'rullee for the People, and, in botb^ 
Chefe refpc^*, he is in Honour bound to give his Opiiuoi( 
freely and finccrcly upon every Quellion that occurs. A1 
place or Office under the Crown may prevent his afTociatingj 
himfelf with thofe ihac appear to be difafTcflcd or difcon- 
lented, or it may engage his Afient in Things that appea^ 
to be jrditfcrcnt, or of no great Moment; but it can never! 
engage his Approbation of any Meafurethat appears to bu 
inconfil^ent with the Liberties of ihc People, and confeil 
quentiy, with the Security of the Crown; for thefe twal 
have now lucb a mutual Dependance, that no Attempt cailj 
be made upon cither, without at the Urns time weakening 
the other. 
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* For this Reafon. Sir, I fhould think our Liberties and Anno^ 
Conniuiiion in no JDanger, even tho' a Majority of this ^^- ^ 
Houfe conGfled of fuch as'hejtl PLiccs and Offices under the L/''V'^ 
Crown, provided they were regularly and fairly chofen, 
wfiicb they could not be, unlef^ they were Gentlemen of 
good Chara^lers, of good Fortunes, and of a good Family 
Intered in their Country : With fuch a P.uliamcnt, if the 
Crown ftiould begin to (orm any arbitrary Dcfignj, fome 
few of this Majority might, perhaps, be brought over, by 
the Hopes of grcit Preferment, or by the Pears of Jcfing 
what they poHl-fled ; but the grcatelt Part of them would 
certainly join the Party againfl the Court, for this very good 
Reafon, becaufe it would be the moll certain way of prc- 
ferving not only their own Fortunes, but alfo the Places and 
Offices they enjoyed. If they fhould join with the Court 
in giving a Parliamentary Sandion to fuch Dcfignsr and 
cfiabliihiog »n arbitrary Power in the Cro^vn, ihcy would 
not only render their own private Fommcs precarious, but 
they would put it in the Power of the Crown to rurn them 
out of the Places and Offices they poifefs without any Dan- 
ger 7 and (his would, probibly, be the Confequence ; for 
the loweA and moll upAart Fellows are generally the belt 
Servants, and moll humble Slaves to a haughty Prime 
MiniDer of an abfolute S;>vereigQ. This. I lay* would be 
the Cafe, with regard even to thofc Placemen of Family 
and Fortune, who had concurred in the F.liabliftimert of 
arbitrary Power: They would be all turned out, and more 
humble Slaves, or at lead. Slaves to whom the Crown and 
its Mintiters did not owe fuch Obligations, would he put 
into their room, a« foon as it could be done without Danger 
of overturning that lofty Fabric of Power, which by (heir 
i^lliilance had been creded. 

• This, Sir, would be the certain Fate of all Gentlemen 
of Chara^er, Family, and Fortiuie In the Country, if they 
fliould, for the tike of preferviog their Polls or OfBccj, 
Join with the Slaves of n Court in giving a Pariiamenrarf 
Sandion to, and thereby cAablifhing an arbicmry Power. 
On the other hand, if moll of them ftioutd declare againft 
the Court, as, I believe, would l>c the Cafe, they would 
immediately put an end to (uch a wicked Adminitlration. 
Tbe Parliament would immediately remove all fuch evil 
Counfellors from about the Throne, and prcb.ibly fend 
them where they deferved : in which Calc, it would be out 
of their Power to advifc the K.ing to remove thofe Placerrea 
that had voted againd them ; and the new Admtniflraeion 
wou!d be bound in Gratitude, to continue in Office thofe 
that hid contributed (0 tbeir Advancoment, and to the R^ 
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licf of their Country. Nay, for their own Cikcs they 

would be obliged to continue them, and to rellore foch a* 
had been removed, becaufc thofe Placemen and Officers who 
had given fuch a Te;iimony of their Honour, and of thcir^ 
generous Love for their Country, would thereby become 
popular, and acquire fuch an additional Incerett in theii 
iclpcflJvc Counties, that it would be very dangerous ft 
the new Adminiflr.it ion to do chc^m an]r Inju(!ice. 

• From hence. Sir, I think it is evident, our Conflrta- 
tion can never be in Danger frm any Number of Plac 
and Offi:es tha:can be held by the Members of thii Houfe, 
On the contrary, I think, the chief Security of our Con 
ilitution eonfids in this very Power or Capacity, which thi 
Members of this Houfe have, of enjoying Places am 
Offices under the Crown : becaufc, the Crown is thcrcb 
obliged to employ Gentlemen of Charafler, Fortune, aal 
IntereJl, in the executive Part of omt Government, WfcCL 
two Gentlemen arc Candidates {or any Place or Office in* 
the executive Part of our Government, botli equally qua," 
lifted as to peifonal AbilitieJ, but one, a Gentleman oi_ 
good Fortum: and ramily, the other of neither, I believe if^ 
will be granted, that the former ought to be pre/erred j^ 
and a» long as Placemen or OfEccrs are allowed Sens ia 
this Houfc, or Votes at Eleflions, the Crown, or the 
Minillcrs of the Crown, will ccrcainfy prefer the former^ 
in order to prevent his appearing agaioll them, in aU 
Matters o* an indifferent Nature, either in this Houfc, or 
at Eieftion* ; but if by preferring him, they (hould render 
it impoflible for him to do ihcm any Service, either in ibil 
Houfe, or at Klcdlions, tiiey would certainly prefer the 
othor, becaufc he would be a more obedient and fubmil^ve 
Tool, and much more attached to their perforul fntercll 
and Sifety. 

* The Confequence, therefore, of excluding moft Placcmea 
and Officers from having Seats in this Houfe will be, that 
jn a (liort 'J^ime, none but Men of low Birth and no Fortune 
wiU .be employed in our Army and Navy, and in every 
Other PqU or Office, that i> neceffary for the executive Part 
of our Uovernroent i and ii this fhould ever happen to be 
the Cafe, I (hould think our Conllitution in much greater 
Danger, than it could be, fhould every Member of this 
Hotiie havL* a Share in the executive, as well as he hat 
in the Icgiflative Part cf the Government of his Country. 
For tiiis Reafon, I mull be of Opinion, that as long as 
you leave the executive Part of yoar Gavemment in the 
Crown, you ought to }e3ve the Conftirctioij iipoir the 
Footing it now liands, if you have a Mind to prcfcrve it 
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from being ovcrturneJ by an Armv commanJed by OAicers, Anno ij, Geo. 
and aflirtea by a great Nttmbtrr of Placemen, oFrio Birth or H I7i(>- , 

^Porhine in thcirCouniry, and confcquently, ready to join ^-/'Vx-Aj 
with an ambltioos Prince or Minlfter, in overturning che 
Liberties of their Country. 

• WhiUl we have ParltamentS, Sir, and thofi; Parlifiments 
regularly chofen, according to the Laws already in being, 
I can have no Notion, that the Mwjority dffuch a Par- 
liament can be prevailed on by Places or Prefermeoti, to 
join in arbitrary Defigns or opprcflivc Mcafgres ; the only 
Oanger we are in is, left the Crown ihauld be templed, 
or obliged to govern without a Parliament; and this 
even the jullcft and wifcft Prince may find himfelf obliged 
to do, if you Oiould take away all thofc Icgnl Powers, 
which oor Anceftors have found necefTary to be lodged in 
the Crown, in order to enable it to wiihftand Facllonand 
Sedition, We know how giddy the Populace are in every 
Cooniry : We know how apt the People are to be led 
adray by the artful Heads of Ka^ion, wbofe fecret Dcfigns 
arc generally very different from their public Proieflioos. 

, All wife Governments forelte Dangers and Incanventincei 
ac a great Diflancc, and, in order to aviJ thcfe Dangers^ 
are oUcn obliged to take MeaHiret, that may feem wrong 
or opprdSve tothc fgnorani : They may often have wife 
and good Reafons for what they do, and yet thole Rcnfon* 

• may be fuch as mull not be publicly explained. Thcfe 
Circom fiances the Heads of Fa£lion, the DifaSe£led, and^ 
Che Difcontented, take Advantage of, in order to mif- 
reptefent the Government to the Multitude i and by thcfe 
Meam, even againll a juli and wife Prince, a general Dif- 
content mny be made to prevail for fome ihort Tiinc, and 

. until the Eyes of the People be opened. ]f fucb a Prince 
had no Honours to bcAow, nor any Rewaids \o give to 
(iich as do not allow themfelves to be led away by 
popular Clamours, his Government would be tore to 
Pieces by a f-flious Parliament, or he would be obliged 
CO carry iron withoiic any Parliament at all; and In eithn^ 
C^t«, our ConAitution would be unJone. 

' Againit this Danger we arc guarded. Sir, by the 
Honours and Favours which the Crown may betlow upoa 
tdofe Ele^ors and Members who do riot, out of an Affi:da- 
lioQ of Popularity, chime in with every popular Dif- 
conrcnt ; and this, J think, is the only Ufe the Crown can 
nake of thofc Honours, Plucei and Offices, which it has, 
by oor Conllitution, at its Dif(*ofal. Thefe Honours,, 
Places, and Office!, may be a Support to the Crown againft 
■ populiu FrcTiZy or Deluflon, aikd may fuppori it in a 
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Xnrt6i;,Gco legal Way, tin the People have Leifiire to conGderi and 
'i-ii^ return to their Senfes. By thcfc, many Gentlemea may 

^^T^,^ be prevented from joining with a popular Faftion, either 
at Eledions or in Parliament, and may at botb be kept 
firm in. their Duty to their King and Country ; but by 
ihefe, no Gentleman of any Family or Fortune can be 
prevailed on to join with the Crown in dcftroyiog the 
Liberties of his Country. 

* I hope, Sir, our Liberties and Privilege) arc a> yet in 
no Danger. As long as the People are guided by a Spirit 
ofVirtue and public Good, their Libcrcics and Privileges 
never can be in Danger from any Honours or Rewards the 
Crown haSj or may have in its Power to bcftow. But if 
the People fHould ever become fo abandoned, as that a 
Majority of them fhotild be ready to facrifice their Liberties 
and Privileges for a prefcnt Reward, it tt'ould, I think, 
be a very ridiculous Undertaking, to endeavour to guanl 
agaioilit by Laws, which ihe People would cerczinly repeal 
u foon as their Purchafers defired it. Nay, in fuch a 
Cafe, I ITiould think, it would be hsppy for the People to 
have their Liberties and Privileges taken from them; for 
ft' hen the Indi^nduab of a Community make no other Ufc 
of ihe Liberties and Privileges they enjoy, but to prey 
upon the Public, I am certain thofc Liberties and Pxi- 
*ileges mud betaken away, or the Community itfcifwill 
foon be dcilroyed. Thcrelore, if it be fuppolcd, that the 
Crown may, by means of Places and Offices, get a Ma- 
jority in Parliament, that, for the fake of the Places and 
Offices they enjoy, will facrificc the Liberties and Privi- 
leges of their Country, it may be an Argument for 
putting an End to all Parliaments, and cflablifhing an un- 
limited Power in the Crown, but it can be no Argument 
for the Bill now propofed ; for if we cin fuppofc, that a 
Majority of any future Parliament will be luch, as are 
entirely governed by their own immediate Iniereft, I am 
fure they will make iife of the Privileges they are invcfted 
with as Members, in order to accompliOi that which it 
their only .^m, and if they find they cannot accomp:i(h it 
liy ferving the Crown, ibcy will endeavour to accompltth 
it by dcAroyingtbe Crown, and, probably, by overturning 
•ur prcfent happy Eftabliflimeo!, 

■ This, indeed, is the Confequence I chirfly apprehend. 
We know, Sir, how numerous the DifaffeiSt-d tlill arc in 
this Kingdom j and they, we may fuppofe, are not infea- 
fiblcof the Prejudice that has been done to their Faftion, 
by the Places and Offices which arc at the DiTpolal of 
the Crown. The!i; Places and OCices arCj as I bavcfaid. 
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of great Ufe to the Crown, and, I think, to tbe Nation^ Anno i^. Ceo 

»jn preventing Gectlcmen from joining with a Fafiion, or ll-i;SJ>- 
winning them away from it ; and the JacobitCi arc fcnfible, ^-*/^ '^'^ 
they have loll many by this Means, lomc. perhaps, afccr 
chey had got them a Seat in this Houfe. For this Reafon. 
we Bnd, they are, in every Part of the Kingdom, great 
I^atrors of this Bill. I hope, we have none of them now 
in this Houfe ; I &m fare the Hon. Gentlemen who have 
propofed and promoied this Bill, can lie under no fudi 
imputation, nor can they be fufpcclcd of any fuch Mo- 
' tires; but we know, tiuc without Doors, the Clamours 
!fbr this Bill are zcaloufly promoted by the Difafleded, 
which cannot proceed from any Principle of Liberty, 
bccaulc from their Principles, they mull bie for enlarging, 
ioltead of dlminifhing. -the Power of the Crown. It can 
proceed from nothing, but an Opinion, chat ic would 
promote their Caufe : And, as I happen, in this Cafe, to 
be of the (iime Opinion with rhem j as I am afraid that, 
if the Bill Itiould pafs into a Liw, we might have a 
Majority of Jacobites, inAead of Placemen in this Houfe, 
therefore, I mart be againll giving it any Countenance, 
and conlequenclyj againlt (he Motion, for Leave to bring 
it in.' 

William Pulteney, Efqi 

S I R. 

• The Oppofition made to this Motion is, in my Opi- 
nion, one ot the llrongcU Arguments that can be made de WltUam ?iilf»J 
•f in its Favour, ana tnuH, 1 think, appear fo to every ney, iSm 
Mao, who coofiders tbe Perron!> concerned in tlut Oppo- 
fition, and the Argiimcnts ihey make ufe of for jup> 
porting it. Who arc the Pcr{ons that oppolc this Mo- 
tion ? Who were they that have always oppofed fuch 
Motions? Piacemeo, MinUlers, and the Favourites or 
Penlioners of Miniltcrs. What do they Uy for juHifying 
their Oppofiiion F They deny a Principle, a Maxim, 
which, in all Ages, in all Countries, has hitherto been 
acknowledged, and, upon which, many of our Laws now 
in being are founded. That a Gentleman's Behaviour ia 
this Hoiif^ may be influenced by a Etiace, or a Penfion, 
is a Maxim univerfally acknowledged, and in this King. 

tdom fo much cftablilhed, that we have, altciiiy, by Law^ 
excluded maoy of the lormer, and all the latter, froia 
having Seats in this Houfe. We have, already, by Law, 
excluded aM Pehfioners Itom having Seats in this Houfe i 
and, 1 fhould be glad to know the difference between a 
_ l^enlioD of icooA % Year, and « PUce vtiUi a Salary of 
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itinoij,Gert 1000 /. a Year. 



I knowcf none^ fave only (hat tbe latter 
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^^^7i9 U generally mare valujble than the former j aDd» thcre- 
^-^"^VX^' fore, a Gentleman will be more loth to lofe it, or to give 
a Vote in this Uoule, tbitt may difoblige a Mibiller who 
can take it from him, . '' 

« I lay, Sir, that a Place, with a Salary of loool. 
Year, is more valuable than a Penfion of loocl. a Year}] 
becaufe a Ptact^ furniflies a Gentlemui with an Opportuaiiy * 
lo ferve his Friends, and, perhaps, to provide fomc of| 
chem with little Places or Offices under him. To which ( ' 
muft add, that a Place often funufhesa Gentlenun, who ial 
not very fcrupulous, with an Opportunity of plundeiing. hill 
Country yearly, of twice, perhaps ten times, the Value of ' 
his Salary ; and this. I mutt obfervc, make^ another very if 
material Difference between a Place a.nd a PenHon : A PJace-^ 
man may very probably be a Perlon, whofc Coadufl thij. 
Houfe ought to ecquirc into: He may be a public Crim^i] 
Dal, and therefore he will certainly be agdjnfl an impartial! 
and drift F.oqairy into ibe Coiidufl of any Mioiller, OHicer,/ 
or Placeman, Ictl the Enquiry ShoM at l.iti light upon him-j 
felf. There is, therefore, greater Rcafon (or excluding all( 
Placemen, than for excluding all Penftuner^ from having 
Seats in this Houfe. Our admitting fomc of the former, 
does not proceed from an Opin>oU| that a GeDtlemaii's 
Behaviour may not be influenced by a Place, a& much as by 
a Penfion, but from the Neccility wc are under, of having 
!bme great Officers amongft us, in order to give us propcr 
tnformation and Direction, in many AlBiirs chat muA come 
under our Confideration. 

* For this Reafon, when I hear Gentleraen, who have 
very good Places, gravely teiltng m, that no Gentleman of 
Family or Fortune can, by any Place he may eojoy or ex? 
pc£t, be induced to join in Mcafures, that mny be of dange- 
rous Confequence to the Conllitution or Liberties of his 
Country. I think it is a clear Proof, not only that the Beha- 
viour of a Gentleman of Family and Fortune may be influ- 
enced by the Pofts he enjoys or expe£b, but alfo, that his 
Judgment may be biafletl. He may be, thereby^ induced to 
thiohL thofe Things indifferent, or of oo Moment, that arc; 
far from being fo : He may be, thereby^, induced to think 
the Libcrries of his Country in no Danger, when they arc 
upon the very Brink of Deilruflion. I ftall grant, Sir, that 
we ought not rajhiy, and without juH Caufc, to make any 
Alteration in oar ConRiimton, nor ought we to frighcet) 
ourfelves with f<iDciiut Dangers ; but IF the Danger we noxj 
•pprehcnd, from the great Nninbcr of Officers and Places 1 
pen in this Houfe, be fuggdted only by a melancholy antf | 
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giAomy Difpofition, that Difpofitioo is, T am fur?, now be. Annor^, Geo 
come epidemical > for there is not, I believe, u Man la the ^'- '7^!^ 
Nation, not pofieffcd, or in Expeflation of fonic Poll or V-Xir\y 
Penficn under the Crown, who does not apprehend this 
Danger, or who is no: convinced of its being not only real, 
but iiiimincnc. Placemen and Penfioners may, it is true, be 
uf a more gay DilpoHtion than others, and therefore not fo 
apt to apprehend our Conlli[ution*s being in D-^nger; but for 
this very Rcafon, we ought not to have a M.ijonty of them 
in this Home; fur if ever wc fhouM, / may prognotticate, 
that their Gayeiy will give the reit of the Nation good 
Caufe to be melancholy. 

* An Honourable Gciicleman who hns h:id feveral, and 
has now a very j;oocl ? ace, has been pieakd to tell us, that 
we ought never to think of providing againft any Danger, 
till it be felt, as vvell as fuicfcen. I do not know, Sir, what 
that Gentleman may feel, or fore fee ; but I can afTure him, 
the Nation ihiiiks it has often felt the Infljence of Placci 
and Penfiousin ttiis Hojie. 1 (haii not underiakc the invi- 
dious TaQc of (hewing how, or when, that Influence hast 
been felt; but I mny hy in genera], that even of Iitc 
Years, there have b;.;j ;nany Qiieiuoiis in this Houfe, which 
wouid not h.'ivc goiij ab they did, had we had few or no ^ 

OiHcers or Placemen amongtt us ; and If all the OfHcers and 
P.acemen would now retire, or rcfufe to give their Votes in 
thisQuellion, in which tht-y may properly be faid to be Par- 
ties concerned, I ihould not doubt the Succtft. uf my Ho- 
notirable Friend's Motion, [n this Houie, we ought to fee 
with the fame Eyes our Conllituents fee with, and we ought 
to feel what the Nation fctls, which is a good Rcafon fur 
our admitting but few Placemen, and no Penfioners amonglt 
us; for both the feeing snd feeling of him who receive:} 
jooi. or looo!. a Yerir, WiW always be very dilT,:rent iVoiu 
the feeing and feeling of ihole that pay it. The Dlil^- 
rence between- the l-"orefi;^iit of Placemen, and that of ttie 
Nation, is notorious, and very remarkable, in thib, that the 
former are mighty quick at ibrefeeing thofc Dangers, which 
occalion the keeping up of a Standing-Army, but with re- 
gard to thofe Dangers that thre:.tcn our Cci.iT.:ution, they 
have hitherto appeared to be lilinolt quite blind ; wherer.s 
the Nation has always been, and, I hope, alwiys will be, 
quick'fightcd with regard to thofe Dangers ttiat thteatcn 
our Conilitution, and never very appreaenfi/e of any of 
thofe Dangers that art- ufually pretuiided foi our keeping 
up a numerous Standing Army. Thii. J Oy, is a rciD.irk- 
abic Difference, with rt-g^id to the Ficuicy or" feeing or 
forffeeing any Danger ; and with regard to thic of feeling. 
Vol. \L G g it 
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Anno 1), Geo it is certain, a Gentlemaa of loool. a Vt-ar ElUt«, who 
'7}v< pays yooi. a Year totvards our national 'X'axcs, and has 
a Penfion or Salary of lOOoI. aVcarpaid him out of (bote 
Taxes, caa never be fu fenHbie of their Weight, as an- 
other Gentleman of toool. a Year Eltaie, who piys but 
50ot. aYcar towards our national Taxes, and has r.aPcnlioa 
or Salary coming in. Therefore, J hope, the Honourable 
Genticnian will forgive me, if i fay, that our LiWertic^ may 
be in the moll rmmmcnt and real Danger, tho' neither he 
Bor any other Placeman, either feeU or Sarelcea it* an^ 
thi3. 1 think, is a very good Reafon, why our Libertt« 
fliould not be committed to their Keeping. 

• I fiwll admit, Sir, that a Gcndemcn of Family, For 
tunc, Chaniftcr, and Interctl in liis Country, is nuc fo liablil 
to be inHucnccd by a Place he nay enjoy or cxpefl, as otttfl 
who has none Ljf thcle Advantages ; but will any Gentlemia 
(iiy, that nuii« but Gemlcmen cf Family, Fortune, Cha- 
jutlcr, and Interell in their Country, can get chcmfclvci 
cnofeii Members i.f this Houfc f Do not we know, that a 
jMinilter may get a Man cnofen, tho' he has neither Family, 
Furtjne, Chaiuder. nor Intcred to recommend him? Do 
not wc know, ihat moil of the Httte Boroughs upon our 
Cuallij. are already, by means of our Cullom-Houfe, and 
bea Officers, brought entirtly under the Diieclton of our 
Adipinillrationi' And if the iate F.xcife Scheme had paBcd 
hiio a Law, I believe, the Cafe would, by this time, hare 
been thefime, with regard to moU of the little Inland Bo- 
roughs in the Kiogdotn. Suppofc this Oiould hereafter be 
Lruughr about, by means of fome fucb Scheme, palt into a 
Law, ;<i the £iiJ of a SeiRon, anj before People had time to 
confiJer iti^ Confrquenccj : Could we fuppore,Lhat a wicked 
ur ambiciuus Miuiilcr, would ever allow a Gentlcmaa of 
i-amily or Fortune to be chofcn by any of the Uuioughi^l 
under his D:ie^tloii, jnleli he were fuch a one as would bflfl 
rnflUeiiced by the Place (he Minillcr had given, or coald^ 
give him i 

* In this Ccife, Sir, let us confider, that of the 5 1 ^ Mem- 
bers that rcpjclenc England and ^ale^, there are but ^i 
chofcn by Counties, and of the rtniaining 471, there are at 
leall jjo .il.ulcn by Cities, Boroughs, and Cinque-Porif, 
where the AUniimilration would have the abfoIi:lo Cotn* 
n>;ir>dand Dircitioo. If thisihould ever happen to beoor 
unlucky Fate, can we fuppule, that any Geiulemun wouM 
fct up to be a Member it' this Houlc, or a Reprcfentative 
even lorany ol our Counties, but fuch asrefolvej to fubmit, 
wttii r<g..iJ tu their BcLaviour here, Lo the abfotutc Direc- 
tion 
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tlon or the prime Mintflcr * Tor no Genilem.tn of Honoor Annon 

would put liimtclf to Expcrce, or expofc himrdf ro the 

Refentment of an all-pcnveiful Minifter. if, by fetting upas 

a Candidate at any Election, he were abfolutcly certain ihst 

be could thereby do hi) Country no Service. Inflerd of 

Gentlemen of Family, Fortune, Charefler, or fnterert in 

^ th«'rr Country, we ftiould then fee this Hoafe flHeil with the 

Jowefl Tool^, ard vi.'ell Sycophants of ablolutc Power. 

' Jnllead of this Houfe's being a Check upon Minillrrj, ic 

wootd then, like the Parliament of France, or the Rom:in 

Seniles under their Emperor?, be an Inflrument for the Op- 

preflions of Miniftcrs. and r Cloak for their Crimes. The 

moft rapnciotis Plunderer, the moft tymnnical Oppreflbr, 

would then infolenily boaft, that he did nothing but accord- 

[ ing to Law, that tlie public Trcafurc was regularly ac- 

counrcd for in ?<irHamcnt, and that he was stall times ready 

[^ fabmit his Condufl to a parliamentary Enquiry. 

• Surely, Sir, no Gentleman can chink, thti the Liberties 
' rf this Nation conJill in our having the Refjmb'ance of a 
'^Parliarafot. We may have a Parliament, that P.irliament 
may be chofen once every fevcn Years, may fic annually as 
it docs now, may pafs Law?, grant Money, receive Accounts,* 
ft and even make Enquiries and yet we may have neither 
K'CDnflitution nor Liberty left ; for if it &:ouId oncecoroc to 
Kiie in the Power of the Adminiflrntion, 10 have ahvays % 
" Majority in Parliament, ready to obey the Direftioni given 
them by the Minilfcrs. there wou'd be no NeccfGty for dc- 
• ftroying the very Form of our Conllituiion, or for making 
ra direct and ablblute Siirrcrdcr of our Libenies: Without 
either of theie, our Sovereign would be as abfolnte, and 
light be more tyrannical than the Grand Signlor himfelf. 
i Such a Parliament would grant him rs many Spihis and 
tjin zities, as he thought neccffitry for keeping his Slaves 
no Subjcflionr would give him any Revenue he pleated I'j 
demand, and would pals wh.->tever Liws be m'ghi pleal'c to 
propolc; and the Juilges, being under no pnrli:>inentary 
iRellnjint, would, in every Pait of his Dominions girc 
Judgment according to the Direflions of the Prime Vizir, 
or giivrrning R.Tlh;*w. Thus Opprcflion %voutd be coonie- 
nanced by the Form* of Law, and the Peop'e plundered, 
Xhc Innocent murdered, by the Adminiftration of Jullicc, 
9 ' Itis this fort of Ruin, Sir. we hiv? chiefly to appre- 
rhend, and this fort of Ruitt we may, Step by Sep, be 
j'led into, without our being fcnfih'c of the fcveral Srepi. 
[Wb (hall certainty be led into it. if we truft. any longer, 
t the GuardUnfliip of oar Liberties to thofe, whofe Forfti^ht 
is-blun:ed by the PI«C5 they enjoy orexpeft. JfaMinii'cr 
G g 2 were 
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Anno n.Geo were to propofe a. Law for giv'ng the Crown a Power of 
II. 17SP- fending toevery County, Cii; , and Borough in the King- 
\^^^^''\^ dom, I'uch a Conge d'Ei 'we tor the Choice ofMembars of 
Parliament, as is now fent to a Dean and Ch^ptrr^ iov the 
Choice of a Bilhop, I believe, vcr/ :".<v Gentlemen of 
Family or Fortune would, for the In-uie of any Piaee, 
agree to it ; but an equivalent Powfr may be got by mul- 
tiplying penal Laws, and increasing the Number and Power 
of Officers; and a Gentleman of fan.ily. Fortune, Cha- 
ra^er, and Interefl in his Country, may, by a good Place^ 
be induced to believe, that fuch a Lnw, or fuch an 
Increafe of the Number and Power of Officers, is neceflary 
for preventing fraudulent Praflices, or the like ; and may, 
therefore, agree to it, without feeing the Danger our Con- 
ilitution may be thereby expofed to: Thus by Degrees he 
may be mide to agree to fuch PfopofiEions, one after 
another, tilt he has thereby .cAablifhed in the Crown, the 
abfoluce Direction of mofl of the EleAions in the Kingdom. 

« This, Sir, would have been the certain Confequence of 
the late Excife Scheme ; and yet there were many Gentle- 
men of Family and Fortune that approved of it. t am 
convinced they did not forefee this Confequence. Nay, I 
have fo much Charity as to believe, that the chief Patron 
of that Scheme did not forefee this Confequence ; but every 
impartial Man in the Kingdom is now, f believe, fenfible 
of it. That Scheme was, indeed, fuch a large Step towards 
giving the Crown the Direflion of molt of our Elections, 
and by good Luclc, was fo thoroughly confjdcred, befjre 
it was brought into this Houfe, ih.Tt moll Gentlemen 
became fcnfible of the Danger, before it was too late ; 
and this was the Caufe of its meeting with the Kate it 
dei'ervcd ; but its Fate will be a Warning to future M:- 
nillers, rot to attempt making fuch a large Step at once : 
They will from thence (ee, that they mult gnifp at this 
Power by little and little, which they wiirccrtainly do, 
and as certainly, at lait, accomplif;!, unlefs we take care 
to exclude from this Houfe, moll of thofe who, by the 
Places they enjoy, arc induced to have a better Opinion 
of Minifiers, than any Man ought to have, that is entrufled 
with the Guardianlhlp of the Conftitution and Liberties of 
his Country. 

'TheQucftion is rot, Sir, whether a Gentleman may be 
induced, by the Office or Place he holds or expetU, to 
make a: once, and in an open and dircft ManiiCr, an ab- 
folute Surrender of the Liberties cf his Country : No Prince 
or lyiinifter of common Senfe, will ever defire fuch a Sur- 
render i bfcaufe, if he can ge: into his Hands, an uncon- 

trolablc 



( 229 ) 
trolable Power over moft of our Elcflions, and. confe- Anno ij, Geo, 
qoently, the Direflion of tlie Parliaments cholen by ibis ^I 1739- 
nncontrolable Power, his Power will, in every rcfpefl, be ■- 
as abfolute, nnd may be exercifed in a more arbitrary 
Manner, and with greater Becurity to himfclf, than it conld 
be, without the Appearance of a parliamentary Authority ; 
for every unpopular and opprcffive Meafurc would. then be 
znade the A&. and Deed of the Parli^iment, and the Lenity 
of the Miniller in the Execution cf thofe penal Laws 
enaftcd by Parliament, or in the Excrcife of thofe Powers 
gr::nied him by Parliament, would bs fet forth and extolled 
by his Tools in a Gazetteer, or fomc fuch Ppper, publifhed , 
by hia Authority, and ^ifp>erfed throcgh the whole King- 
dom at the public Expencc. The Qiifllinn, therefore, 
now before us is. Whether.i Gentleman's Eyes may not, 
by a lucritive and honourable Poft or Employment, be io 
overclouded, as to prevent his feeing through the plau- 
fible Pretences that may, from Time toT- e, be made 
ufe of, by an artful Minillcr, fjr getting inio his Hands, 
or into the Hands of the Crown, fuch an tincontrolablc 
Power, as I have mentioned ; nnd thisQucllion, even with 
refpedl to Grntlemen of Family and Fortune, will, lam 
fure, be anfwered in the AfRrmntive, by every Man in 
the Kingilom, who c'oes not po.Tefs or cxpcft (ome Poft, 
or Employment, or fomc of ttiofe Titles rf Honour, which, 
by our Conflitution, as it is now modelled, the Crown has 
abfolutcly at its Difpofal. 

* To tell u?, Sir, that ©ur Liberties can never be in Danger 
from a Mnjority of Placemen in this Houfe, unlefs the 
People be generally rbindoned, as to all Principles of 
Virtue and public Good, and unlefs the Crown has, at 
the fame Time, formed Dffigns againft our Liberties ,- and 
thut the only Method for removing this Danger, in cafe 
we ftiouid, at any Time, be threatned with it, would be to 
take proper Meafares for reftoring' V^irtue, and public 
Spirit among the People, and for removing evil Coun- 
fcllors from about the Throne : To tell us this, I fay^ 
Sir, in a ferious Manner, is fomething very extraordinary: 
It is miilaking the EfK:dl for theCaufe, and drfiring us to 
begin at the wrong End. Corruption, Sir, is not the 
Eftcft, but the Caule of a general Depravity of Manners 
among the Pcopleof any Country, and has in sW Countries, 
as Wfll as this, been iirft prailifed and encouraged by 
Minivers and Courtiers, it would, therefore, be ridiculous 
in us, to think of rclioring Virtue among the People, till 
wc have once made it impcluble for Minifters and Cour- 
tiers 
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tiers (o corrupt them ; and, I am furv, would be RiQ 
more ridiculous in us, to ihitik of removing an evil Coun* 
fellor from about the Throne, till we have once removed 
his Creitures and Tools out of chis Hou(c. 

• 1 hope, Sir, there are at prefent no evit Counfenon 
about the Throne : If there were, 1 am fure, no fuch Louo- 
fellur has a Majority of his Creatures and Toots in this 
Houfe. If this were the Cafe, it would have been very 
ridiculous to have made fuch a Motion as this now brfore 
us. It would be very ridiculous to think of rcDoring our 
Conflitution by any legal Method: It is chi<i Misfortune 
we intend to prevent by the Bill cow moved for. ft is a 
Misfortune now furefeen by all unprejudiced Men in the 
Kinildom. I hope U is not yet too late to chink of pre- 
venting it by a Ipgil Method ; for after wc have once T^illen 
into this Mi:for[une, it will be imporibic to recover. If 
an ambitious Minister fliould once get a Majority of bii 
Creatures arid Tools into this Houfe, can wc luppofe they 
would confentto :mpeach, or remove him from the Throne ? 
Can we fupfofe, they would ever conlent to any Bill that 
niigbt tend to dillrels the Adminiliration of iheir Mafter ? 
Can we fuppofe, they would refuic any Thing that might 
tend to prolong hi& Adminiliration and incrcafe his Power? 
Every Attempt to refiorc the Conllituiion. would be branded 
with the Name of Republicanifm : The Dil'contcnts of the 
People would be called jDil'aAr^ion and Jacobiiifm : Every 
Oppofr.ion would be fsid to proceed from Malice and 
Retcntment ; and the Misfortune would be, that many 
honell well meaning Men, induced by their Places to 
have a better Opinion of Minillers than they ought to 
liavc, would give Credit to thefe Pretences, and would be- 
lieve, (hat by agreeing to the Miniltcr's arbitrary Schemes, 
they were only ilrcngthcning the Hands c f the Governmenc ' 
againll Rcpubticanilm, Jscobitifm, and Sedition. 

• if it were poffib'c to be merry in a Ocbr.te of fo great 
Importance, it would be divertieg to obferve the Contra- 
diction in the Arguments made u(c tf agiinft this Motion. 
By fome, our Gentlemen of Family and Fortune are re- 
prefcnted to be Men of fuch llrifl Honour, and fdch clear 
Head«^ that no Place or PenHon can mifle^id their Judgmene. 
or dirc3 their Will ; no fe!hfb Conftderation can make 
them overlook the Danger our Libenici may be expofed 
to, or confent toatiy thing, they think may in the lead 
endanger our Conltitution. By ethers again, our Gentle- 
men of Family and Fortune are reprcfenied as fuch felliflt, 
mercenary Crcaturcis, that nnlcfs the Government would 
give them fome Poll or PeniioQ, they would refute to con. 
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fcnt to thofc Things that arc abfolutely ueccflary for the Anno ij, Geo 

Ends of Government, and the Prrfervaiton of their Coun- I^TJP- 

try. Now thcfe two contradidory Pofitioni, tho' they \.^y^^J 

caonot be equally trae, may be, ard, I believe, they are 

equally falfe. VVe have, I bcticvc. fome Gentlemen amongft 

us, whofe Judgment cannot be biafled. nor their Will direft- 

cd, by any {cllith Conlideration. Such Men, I hope, we 

ftull Jtlways have in fome of our highelt Offices, and thefe 

are not d«figned by this Bill to be excluded from having 

Seats in thisHoufe; bjc their Number wili always be fmalU 

and, therefore, not fiifiicicnt by cbcmlelvcs aloac, to fuppon. 

the Conllituiion againll a Combination of all the Fools and 

Xncves that may hereafter gee incu this Houfe; therefore, 

wc muli endeavour to prevent this Combination, and this 

can only be dene by fuch a Bill as is now propofcd. 

• On the other hand, Sir, I believe there may be fome 
amonglt us, who propofe nothing by their Service in this 
Houfe. but their own private Advantage; and whilll we 
have Placemen and Penfioners amongU us, fuch Men will 
endeavour all they can to get into Parliament. Nay, jc 
may become fo cuilomary for every Man that votes with 
the Court, to have a Place or a Penfion, that no Man will 
do fo without fome fuch Reward. But if ever this felfifli 
Spirit fhoold get into Parliament, our Conflitution wil] be 
U'done; and to prevent this, is the Defign of the Bill now 
moved for: ]f no Man could, by being a Member of Par- 
liament, propofe to get any Place or Of!ice, or any Advan- 
tage to himielf, the Mercenary and SeliUh would feldom 
todcBvour to gee themleives chofen, at lealt they would iie< 
vcr be at uoy Hxpence for this Purpofc; and as fuch Men 
h;^ve feldom a great natural Interell in any Part of the King- 
dom, there wuuIJ always be fuch a fmall Number in Par- 
liament, that their OppoHtion could never obflruA or retard 
any thing that feemtd neceflary for the juil Ends d Goveri:- 
mcnt, or for the Prcfervation and Happmefs of the S^c^ety. 
The Public Good would then be the only Aim of M>i>illet5. 
as well as Members, becaufe neither of them could hope 
for Succcfs in any other; and as Men of good SenCe and 
Arid Honour are the bell Judges of, and the moll ready to 
agree upon what is neccftity fjr the pLblic Good, it would 
then be as much the Bkiljnefs cf Minillers to gt-t fuch Men 
chofcn, as it is now their Bufinefi 10 get fuch Members 
chofcn, as arc Men of mercenary Tempers, or fliaUow 
Uoderlhndings ; for all Minillers wJU have Jubbs to do 
in Parliament, as long as they have :tny Hopes of S-icceffp 
and tite Weak or MerccnAry wil always bt the tnoU proper 
for Uiis Purpofe. 
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Anno I3> Geo ' lam indeed, furprized. Sir, to hear it faid by an Hon. 
IL i7$p< Genclenun, whofe Attachment to the prefenc Ei'ablifhment 
^y^'^TN-^ 's not to bs doubled, that if moll Placemen wrre excluded 
from this Houfc, there would (oon be a Majority of Jaco- 
bites in it. Such a Suppofuioti is not to be made, without 
firft fuppofing, that a great Majority of the People are 
Jacobites; ajid to fuppofe ibis, is, I am fure, no Com- 
pliment to our preient Royal Family, and much Icfs to the 
King now upon our Throne. As long as our Parliaments 
are independent, and'our Elcftions free, there can never 
be any confickrable Number of Jacobites, either in this 
Houle, or in the Nation ; but if there Hiould cnce come to 
he a MfJ'jrity of Placemen and Officers in this Houfe, that 
Majority wouid foon create a Majority of Jacobites in the 
Nation; and in that Ofe, tho' the Majarity within Doors 
might be a gooi Security to Minilters againil parliamentary 
Prorccution^, yet it won d be but a bad Security to the Royal 
Family, agiinll an InlUrrcdion of the whole l^eople without 
Doois. I'he Army, upon which we now icem fo much to 
depend, or a great Part of them, would, probnbly, join with 
the People, and the certain Confcqucncu woulJ be the Over- 
throw ot our prelcni Eilabliflimcnt. This Dangvr, I know, 
a gui'ty MiniUer will always chufc to cxpofe his Mailer to, 
rati.er ihuncxpofe himfclf to a legal 'I'rial, before a free and 
independent Parliament : Becaufe in a general Conflagra- 
tion, he may, poSibly, efcape Notice, or may, perhaps, be 
able to facrifice his Matter, by way of an Atonement for 
himfclf; biit thofe who fupport him in thus expofing his 
Mailer, can iiave no great Regard for their Sovereign, and 
in fuch an Event, would certainly meet with the Contempt 
and Puni;hm(.nc they fo highly deferved. 

* For this Realon,Sir,as 1 have a greater Regard for the 
Security of the Royal Family, than I have for the Security 
of our prefcnt Minillers, or of ar.y Set of Mlniiiers that 
fhal! ever get into the Management of our public AfEiirs, I 
ftiall be lor putting it out of the Power of any future Mi- 
nilter, to overturn our Conftitution, by getting a Majority 
of Placemen and Penfioners into this Houfe. This, I think, 
is now become abfolutely necefljry; for preventing our 
being brought under one of the wcrft Sorts of tyrannical 
Goverumtnis that was tvcr contrived or eitablifhed. For 
this*Purpo!c, the Bill now moved lor is one of the moft 
certain, and one of the moll obvious Methods that can be 
thought of. It can be attended with no Inconvenience. It^ 
is JinpoHible to Ihew fo much as a plaufible Rcafon againlt 
it; and, therefore, if this Motion be rejcfted, it mull afford 
a mon melancho'y Refl;^:oa to every one chat underflands 
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Sir Robert 

Walpol*. 



oar Confticution, and has a Regard for the LibcrticA of hit Annoi),Gfo. 
Country/ »1_l17JP 

Sir Robert Walpolc. 
S 1 it» 

* I was a little furprized to hear it fatt^, by the Hon< 
Gentleroin who fpokc lall. cliat tlijs Motioir's being r,ppo(ed 
by MiniUera and Placemen, is a Arong Argument in its 
Favour. In my Opinion, this is a Sort of begging the 
Quetlion. Before we can fuppofe this to be an Argument 
in Farour of the Motion, we mull fuppoff, that Minitfers 
and Placemen oppofc it. not becaufe cbcy think it wrong, 
but becaufe they arc Minillcrs and PlacemeD, which i.t 
the very Queflion now in Debate. I do not belJeix, 
that ever any MiniHer or Placeman oppofed, or fupported 
3 Queltion in this Houle, contrary to his private S:n- 
tirocnts, and only, bccaufe he was a Minifter or Place- 
Rian. I am fure, their Condutl of late Vcars has given 
lis no Room to think fo ; nor cao we ever have Room 
to think fo. a long as none but Gentlemen of Credit 
and tloaour are employed in the AdminJftration, or in 
any Plice of Honour and Proht under the Crown. If 
mere UpAait:, or Perfona cf no Fortune or Credit in their 
Country, were employed, and by illegnt Methods brought 
into this Houfc, fur by fair Means they could nor, there 
might be (omc Room for making fuch a Supporition. and 
then there would be fome Caufe lor brifiging in fuch a Bill 
as is now propofed ; but when I look round me, and con- 
fidcr the particular Circumdances of thofc Gentlemen now 
licrr, who have the Honour to be at the fame Tinie in the 
Service of the Crown, I muft look upon the Danger, now 
pretended to be fu leil and imminent, to be as chimericaL 
a Danger, ai the mod luxuriant Fancy can invent. • 

' I ihall agree with the Hon, Gentlemen who feem (b 
fond of this Bill, that if the Crown could gain an abfolutc 
and uncontrolabte Power over all, or a Majority of the 
EiefUons in the Kingdom, every Parliament thus chofen 
by th« Power, would be under the Dirc^ion ol the Crown, 
aod in this Cafe our Coniliiution would be at an End ; but 
this I think impoflible. Wbilfl the C/own purfues right 
Meafuresi whilll none but Gentlemen of good Credit and 
Fortune are employed in the Admininraiion. or in any fu- 
perior PoO or Office under the Admininraiion, the Crown 
will certainly have a gre^t Iniluence both :n Parliament, 
and at EleAions i bat this proceeds from the VVifdom and 
Uprtghtnefi of its Meafuret, and from the natural Weight 
«f thofethat are employed: and it would certainly ceafe. 
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purfae conirar)' Mcafur 
btCBufc, wc inuil fufpclc, the AdminiDratioii would tl 
certainly be Hcfentd, and oppofcd by sU, or mofl Genile- 
nten of any Fortune or Credit rn (heir Country. This, I 
fay, we muil fuppole. onlefs wc can fuppcife, that Gentle- 
men of I'brturc and Credit tn their Country, would uniic 
ia Wcautren for ronking a Sacrifice cfthcmft:lvcs, as well' 
as tlifir Couotry ; which is a Suppofition that cnnnot, 
thirl:, be mai^c, nnr pretended, ty any Man rthofc Head] 
ii foand, and Heart fmcerc. 

* In all Qucltions.. Sir. which do not admit of Demon-^ 
ftrnnuB, there mull be ft Variety of Opinions; and ai 
Quelhons of a political N;'turc are lefs capable of Dcmon- 
llration trian ary other, it is natural (o fee a Difference offl 
Scnthnents in every Country like thisj w^crc the PeopleV 
hRvci^ot only a Power to jwdgr, but a Liberty to talk and 
write againll the Meafures purfued by the Government :^ 
This is natural, and evea necelTiry, in every Countr/S 
where the People are free ; and as erery Man i« fond of" 
his own Opinion, and fully convinced of his having Reafon 
on his Side, ht is apt to imagine, ihit thofe who differ 
' from him, ciull be governtd by feme Prejudice, or by fomc 
feliilh Confideration. From hence it ii^, that nU thofewho 
diiapprove of the Meafures of the Government conclude, 
that the Approbation of thofe that differ from them, pro- 
ceeds from the It,fl;i«rce of fome lucrative Poft they are in 
PijiTefiiun or E;cpfil.t!icn of j and on the other hand, thofe 
thai approve cf, and fnpfort ihc Wc3l't:res purfued by the 
Government, are apt to conclude, that the OppoGtion is 
en irely owing to Part/ Prrjudicc. or to Malice and Re- 
fcntm^iit. For my Part, I Ihill always endeavour to keep 
in the middle Courfr, r?nd to believe that both are in the 
wrong; and, therefore, I (hali always be againft any 
Alteration in oiir Conrtitution, when I think, that the 
Alteration propofcd, is founded upon, one or other of tbcfc 
MilUkes. I fhould be &v much againfV retraining the 
Liberties of the P«p!e, in order to prevent that Influence 
wiiich 18 fuppotcd to proceed fiom P:irty-Prejudice, Malice, 
and Refentment, as I fliall be sgainft reflriiciDg the Power 
or fiee Choice of the Crown, in order to prevent that 
Influence which is hippofed to proceed from the Difpofal 
of Places ar.d Preferments. There may, perbsp?, F believe 
there always will, be a little of each in the Nation ; but 
neither can ever be of any dangerous Confequcncc to our 
Corllitution : On the contrary, they ferve as a Balance to 
«acb other i fo ihat by reiuovirg either, without removing 
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ihc otber at the {ameTime, the Con&icudon will ma a Anrio,v{Gc-n. 
'great Rifle of being Dvcrtumed. H iTjP 

• There are many CaofK, Sir, which mtoraDy raifs a V/"V"NJ 
Partj againfl tlte belt and wirefl A dmiii ligation. In thi« 

Life, it ifi unpoffible for n? to be coinpl«,i!y happy. AH 
Men fed foioe Wants, PreiTares, or Miiforrune* ; atid very 
few are wil irg to impute them to their own Fol^y, or to 
any Mifishe in their own Cocdud. To fuch Men, 
the Adminiftrarion is in Politirs, what the Devi] is in 
Religion ; it ia the Amhor of all their Miideeds, and 
the Caofc of a!] their Suffering!: : This natar^liy breeds 
in them a bad Opinion of the Ad mini firs lion, and then. 
of amrTe, tb«y not on^y condemn, bat cppofc a!i its 
Meainrcs. This rouft raife a great n:any Enemies to 
the Admini&raiion in every Country, and their Num'(«r 
will be confiderab'y increafed by tr.ofe that are ilifr.p. 
pointed of the Honcmrs or Preferments they expcftec', and 
juftly, as they tho-jgi-.t, dcfcrvcd ; as well as by iho.e 
that wifli for a Change in the A^niinillration, for no crher 
Reafon bot becaufr they hope for a Share in ihe nexr. In 
all Countries it is honourab'e to hr.ve a Sh^re in the Go- 
TernmcQt of one's Coantrv : In rich Countries- it is pro. 
fitable as well as honourab'e ; and as rhere a e but a very 
few in any Country that can have a Si:arc of the Govern- 
ment, and fiill fewer that can ha*e luc'i a Share as. thry 
think, they deferve, there muil be many Cariuiuates f,>r 
every Title o( Honour, or Poft of Profit, that is to be di;- 
pofed of Of thefe Candidates, one only can be chofen, 
and all the reft will, of courfe, think ihey h:ivc had 
Injufiice done them;~for few Men are lb modcll as to 
think foch & Difappointment owing to tlieir own Want uf 
Merit, or to the fuperior Merit of their Rival ; and ffom 
thence they wi!I begin to enrertain a fccrct Animofny, 
nay, perhaps, they will declare an open Enmity to thole 
at the Head of the Adminiltration. 

• By thefe two Sorts of iVIcn united together, there will 
«!way9 be a confider^ible Party in evrry Country, ready to 
condemn and vilify the wi fell Meafures that can he purfued 
by the Adminiftration; and, as in every free Country thrre 
are different Parties, as in this Country there ate at pre- 
ftnt, and, I believe, always will be different Parties, the 
parties that are by their Profcflion and Principles tip* 
pofite to the Party in Power, will be ready to find I'aiilt 
with every Thing done by th'e AdminilUntiun. In thu 
■Country, Ifay, Sir, there are, and, 1 believe, alwnyi will 
be different Parties : ThSre Hre at prcfcnt, and will li?, !'i 
long as our prefent happy Kllablifhmcnt rndurr*, *h>*'' 
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Annm^.ffco. different Parties in tSis Kingdom: The Jacobites of on* 
''■'739- Side, the Rcpul)lican» of the other, which I may call the 
O'^^/'^^I two Ertremesj and the Party for fupporting our prcfent 
happy ElUbliAiment. which may be juilly called the proper 
Klean between thcfe two Lxtremcs. 

• Thus, Sir, we may fee what a namernas Party, oi 
Adminiltration muft always have to Hrugglc with. All 
thcfe Sorts of Men, the Discontented, the DifappoiDied, the 
Jacobites, and the Republicans, will always be ready lo 
condemn and oppofe the Mcafures of the Admininratmn, 
let ihem be never fo wife, let them be never fo jull i and 
by tleir Arguments they will ofren be able to prevail 
with rome well-meaning and unthinking \fen, or at leaft 
to ftagger them in ihcir Opinions. Wit^i regard to 
Parliaments, and the Choice of Members of Pyrli^meni, 
our Adminidration has no Defence againft this forniidablc 
Union of parties, but by the Wifdom of their Me-ifurej to 
engigc mod Gentlemen of C»edHt and Fortune in their 
Jntereft. WhiUl the Adminiltrat'on purfues right Mea- 
furer, fuch Gentlemen will b< ready to join with them, 
and by this means the Admlnillration will always have a 
prevailing Influence, boih in PdrUamcni, and at K'c'lionsj 
for when a Mfljoriiy of chofe who have the beft Fortttnes, 
and grcatcd Iniereit in their rcfpcftive Countric*. are Friends 
U) the Adtiiininr.'ftion, it is not at all furprizing, that an 
Ailminidr^tion, by menns of tuch Piit-nds, (hould have a 
picVBiling tnfiuence .it Elcflion*^ as ttcll as in Parliament. 
But hz\\ fiiinds, or at le^ft a grejt Number of fjch. no 
AdintnTilnition can hav^, that puriacs Meafurcs jnconfillcnt 
with the Good cf the Community jn general. 

« I Oiall grant. Sir, that a Tttte of Honour, era lucra- 
(ive Poll or Employment, may be of fotre Service in pre- 
vailing with a Gtrntlcinan to judge favourabfy of (be Go- 
vcrnn.cnt's Meafures, in all Cares where he is wavering 
M hi& Opinion ; but a bad Government can never, by this 
Way, gain many Friends ; even a good Government can 
rcver gain near fo many FrJcnds, a& i: will lofc by caufe- 
lefs Diicontents and jail Dtlappoiniments ; and ifyou fhould 
take awny from ihe Crown the chief Advantage it can reap 
by [he Ditpofil of Pofls and Employments, not only a good 
AdminilUarion, hut evi n the Crown ttfelf, may fink under 
the Weight of Party-Prejudice, fupportt-d by caofelcfs Dif- 
concent, and jull Difappointmeikt ,- therefore, to fupport 
the Crown ngairli the DifadvantAges and Oppofttion which 
the wiieii and belt i^.dminiflration mull always hive to 
ftriigg'e with, I thir\k, yoo ought to leave it io (he Power 
cf the Ciown lo dilpufc of all Foils aiid Employ mcnti, in 
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the fame rrannrr the/ btvebecn hitherto, without Any bid Anno i; Ga 
£flra. difpofcd of. " *Mo 

' If you fhoald, by the Bill now pmpoM. exclude sU 
Geniteincn io any Place or Office u dcr the Ctown, from 
having Seats in chi&Huufc, you would, in tny Opinion. Sir, 
bring ;he Conllitucion into much greater I>ingL-r, than k 
can ever be brougJit into, by any Number of Placemen and 
Officers ihii can be in this Houfc ; for the Crown would, in 
that Cafe, be Said under a Neccfliry to employ none but Men 
of low Fortunes and no Interclt; becagle, if the Phccs^nJ 
Offices under the Crown Otould be gii'cn to Gene emen of 
Chamftcr and DiHiRiflion in their refpedive Cointrirs, and 
ihey therebv exclirded from having Seats in thii Houfr, tfce 
chief Friends of the Government being thus rendered inc*- 
pable of [landing Candidates at E'e^tDns, the difaficfted, or 
dilconiented Incereft would prevail in every Part of the 
Kingdcm : and io that Cafe, this^ Houfe would foon be filled 
with (uch 33 were declared Enemies lo the Adminiftration. 
To prevent this Confequcnce, the .Adminillration would, 
therefore, be obliged to employ none in any Port or Office 
under the Crown, but fuch as had nei[her Fortiir;e nor Tnre- 
rert in their Couniry, in order that their Friends m'ghi be 
ID a Condition to get themfelvcs chofen Members of this 
Houfe; for, I believe, It will be granted, that no Admini 
(Iration could fupport itfe-f, or anfwer any of the finds of 
Government, if the Majority of this Houfe confined of 
fuch as were its declared F.nemtes. 

• From hence, Sir, I think it is evident, that if thit Bill 
ftifluld pafs into a Law, the ntceflary Confequence wojld 
be, that in a very (hort time our Armies wotfid be entirety 
commanded by Officers of no Fortoiie or Interelt in their 
Country : Our Navy would be io the fame Condition : A!l 
Polls and OfEces under the Crown w lald be filled with Mcii 
of (he fame Stamp; and in tjiefe Cirromrtsnce=, if an am- 
bitiuus, or a hoi, pafiionte Prince Oiould fuccetd to the 
Throne. 1 mull dcfire Gentlemen to confiJer, whether our 
Ccntlrtution and Lihereies woyld not be in more Danger, 
than they can ever be, as long as our Army and Fleet ire 
commanded by OfEceis, and all other conhderable Polls 
under the Crown filled with Gentfemen, of fuch Fornmc 
and Interell in their refpc^ive Countries, as to be able to 
get themfelves chofen NJembcrs of this Houfe, It his hreu 
genernlly admitted in this Dehite, that Gi^ndemen of no 
Fortones will always be more ready to {econd the umhitiout 
Dcfigns of 3 Court, than Gentlemen who have good Fcr- 
tune& of their own. the Security of which mull depend upon 
the Pielcrvaiion of our Conltitution ; and for ihii very Rea- 
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Anno ij, Geo fon, an ambitions or headflrong Prince can never have any 
II. i73p. great AiFeflion for Parliaments or Senates, conftituted as 

V^*^^^-^ thofe in this Kingdom are. Jf the Prirxe could bring whom 
he pleafeJ, and as many as he pleafed into Parliament, and 
expel or turn out whom he pleafed, as the Roman Emperors 
did with regard to their Senates, the moll ambitious and arbi- 
trary Prince would have no great Occafion to grow weary 
of Parliaments ; but as the King can bring no Member into 
this Houfe, nor expel any one; as no Geittieman can come 
into this Houfe but by the free Choice of his Country, it 
muft always confiil of Gentlemen of Charaderand Fortune, 
and confequently, will always be a Rellraint which an 
ambitious Prince wJU be glad to get rid off; therefore, we 
have more Reafon to apprehend jts being in the Power of 
ia Prince to govern without a Parliament, than its being in 
his Power to govern or direft the Parliament; and, I am 
fure, when our Armies and Fleets are commanded by Offi- 
ccr^', and all other PoAs iilled with Gentlemen of no For* 
tunes, it will be more eafy for a Prince to govern without 
a Parliament, than it ever can be, as long as many of thofe 
Officers and Gentlemen are Members of this Iloufe. 

* £vcii the Gentlemen who have fpoke in fivour of this 
Bill, are fo fenfibleof the DifHculty there will always be in 
obtaining the Content of Gent'emen of Charafter and For- 
tune, to any thing that may look like an Encroachment upon 
our Conilitution, that they fcem to think, ue are in no 
, Danger from tlie Number of Placemen and 0£Scers in this 
Houle. unlefs Gentlemen of no Charafler or Fortune be 
brought here by the Interest of the Government merely on 
Account of their having Places or Offices under the Crown ; 
and in order to magnify this Danger, we have been told, 
that moft of the little Boroughs upon the Coaft, are entirely 
under the Diredion of the Government, with regard to 
their Eledions, and that the little Inland Boroughs would 
have been in the fame Condition, if the late Excife Scheme 
had puffed into a Law. Sir, I find Gentlemen will not, 
upon this OccafioD, make that DilUndion, which, I think, 
ii a very obvious one, between the Circumftances of our 
Government, when none but Gentlemen of good Families 
and Fortunes are employed in its Service, and'the Circum- 
il.mccs it uould be in, if f^w or no fuch Gentlemen would 
accept of being employed, which will always be the Cafe, 
when it is purfuing Meafures that feem ro be of dangerous 

^ Conlcqucnce to the Conliitutlon, or inconfiftent with the 

public Good. In the former Cafe, many of rhofe employed 
in the Government's Service will be returned for Inland 
aa well as Coatt-Borouijhs, not bccaufc they are in the Go- 
vernment*! 
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■ vervmrnt'j Service, but becaufe ihey have a great naiurtl Anno r;,Cco- 

■ Inierclt in thtir rt('jH.d.ve Couotriee. In the latter Cafe, 1^*759- 
fts ati ibcte Genclenieo that liaJ any natural Xo'creft would ^^-/^ 

H be agatiUt the Governmear, ic would be impofllble for the 
H Government to get many of its low TooU chofen, cither 

for our Boroughs upon the Coaft, or for our Inland Boroughs. 

in this Cal'c, if the I^xcliO Scheme had pa{Icd into a Law, ic 

I would have mzdc no'DiiTcrence; for, as long as our EUc* 
lions arc free, thofc that have the bell Intcrvll will always 
be chofca:and as ihe Government's IntcreR oiul) always 
depend u^joii the liuercrt of thole that are emploj-'.d in its 
fr^.vice, no Eliccire Sc.icme, nor any fuch Scheme, can give 
en Inteteil to a Govercmenc that has no Getuleman of In- 
tersil Ml its Service. Therefore, as long ^9 our Eleftions 
arc free, there ij not the Icalt Dangt^r, that any great N urn* 
htr of Gcnilemca of no CEiiraAcr or Fortune can ever b«| 
brought into thii Uoiire; and the Freedom of our ElefUoni 
is alf^ady as fuily fecurcd a& Laws can fecurc it. 
' r hope. Sir, I have now fully flicwn, that our Conftitu- 
lion aYid Liberties c^n be in no Danger from any Number 
of Pbcemca or OlHcers in this Houfe, ualcfs wc fuppofc, 
nhat a grUt Numlcr of Gentlemen of Family, Fortune, , 
ChTraflft-, and Intercfl in ^licir Country, would chufe to-; 
' make 1 Sacrifice of tJii^mlcIvei, tlieir Poftenty, and iheir^ 
C6o(ury, hitiier than rillt lofing the Place or Office thty- 
poflbrs under the CrOWn. 'This is a Suppofiiion which^ I 
} think, there ntv'er cinb; any Ground for. if there wcr^;; 
1{ it ncre pcHible to fuppofc fuch a general and -ab&ndoned ^ 
Veoatiiy among ihc better Tort of Pcoptcof this Kingdom,'^ 
the Bill would cither h^ye ho Efieiil, or a very bad oiie«.; 
r Caa Ve fuppufc that fuch renal and abandoned Men would 
fcri't (heir Ccuriry m ParIi.imtUt for notliiog?' They would , 
either fet Up a Traffic with the Crown for private PeriHoiis 
to ihemfelve^, or Polls and Preferments to their TruOeea oicL. 
Relations, which no Laws nor Oath& could difcover or pra>_^ 
vent; or titherwifc tht;- 'vl •' ! fjrm thcmfelves iiitoa Par;y 
for overturning the AJ' n; and ihu; one Atiminl- 

Aration would be ovenju.~a ^i.LT anotlicr, till at latl the 
Country would become a Prey to fome foreign Power, or 
until fome one Adminiliration, more bold and artful :haa 
the former, O^ould ^11 uppo a MechoJ to eAabltOi thTOi- 
fclves in attiirary Power. .There is, ihcretorc, no Occaiion . ^ 
' for this Bill i or if there is, it would either have no Efiefl* 
or a very bad one ; and this, t thioU, is a fuffidcQt Rcafon 
for my bcirgagainrt brirgliig i( in/ 

Sir 
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Str William Wyndham. 
S 1 %, 

' The Horourab'c Gt-nileman who fpoke lad his totd us, 
that Queftions in Politics jtdmit of no Demonltration. In 
thist am entirely of his OptDion^and,! think, thii Opinion 
«'as sever more lUongly confirmed, than by the Debate of 
this Day. There never was a Quellion in ihia HouIV, chaC 
could be brought nearer to a Dcmonnration, than the Qucf- 
Civn now before us; and yet, I lind, ic is not poflible to con- 
Tince ihofc that may be at!e£led by iistieing agreed to. It 
bat hitherto been leckotied a Maxim in Law, whic^ I never 
before heard difputcd, that Parties ought not to be Judgesj 
but now I find this Maxim denied^ and, indeed, it niull be 
(b, by every Gentleman that fays, ourConllitution can never 
fufier by a Majority of Placemen in this Houfc ; lor that 
Placemen and Officers of all kinds mufl be Parties concerned 
in m.iny Cifes, which we, as Members of this Houfe, mull 
judgeof, i> fo clear, that I (lioald have been afhamcd to have 
given yoQ the Trouble of proving if, if I had not beard the 
Motion now before you fo warmly oppofcd. 

* Upon thia Occadon, Sir, f mult obferve, that all free 
Governments mull cunfiH of two diHinft Puwers, the fegi- 
flitive, and the executive, the Taft of which is always fubor- 
dinatc, and lubjcdl to the Review of the 6rft. The very 
Eflcr.ce of a fiee Government confiHs, among ottier Thiagi, 
in this, that all ihole who are enirulled with the executive 
Power, fhati be accountable for their Condufl to the legijla- 
lifc Power, and may b« puniibed by the legiflative Power, 
ivliich always confins in Ibme fort of an AlTembly of the 
People, in ciifc ic be found that they have negk-fled or tranf- 
grelted theii Duty in che Execution of their GiTicei for 
what Benefit couid.the People reap from their having the 
Power of making their own laws, if thofe who are en- 
iniftrd with the executive Power of the Society, might, 
without Fear or Controul, betray or negleft the public Af. 
Airs of the Society, or injure and oppre^ Individuals, either 
by nrglcAing to execute the Laws, or by executing them in 
a different munner from what was intended, or by pretending 
to »£t according to Law, without having any Law for theit 
Authority ? 

• This, I fay, Sir, is eflentral to every free Gorernmenr, 
and, accordingly, we have this Regulation eltablifhed by 
our Frame of Government in the moll pcrfcfl manner. 
Thofe who are enirufled with the executive Power, arc all, 
ftr moll of them, named by the Kings but then every one 
cf Lhcm, frofn the highcA to the lowcA, is accouolable to, 
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anJ may be puoilhed by the two Houres of Parliament ; and Annorj, ce* 
it h pirticularly tKc Bufinefs of tbis Houfe, which is chc ^*- 'TiB^ 
grand Inqutft of the Nation, to enquire into their Conduft, 
and to impeach chote wc find guilty of any Ncglefl or Mif- 
demcanor, in the Excrcilc of thai Part of the executive 
Porter which is entruHcd to them by the Crown. There- 
fore, it is our Di-iy to mike fieqaent Knquirii-s into the 
Condiifl of every Minifter, Officer, and Placeman appointed 
by the Crown; aod upon all fuch Rnquirics, wc arc to 
examine dr'ift^y into their Behaviour, and judge imparrially 

»of iheir Conduft. From hence it appears, that in all fuch 
l^nquiries, and in all Quellions relating to tlicni, the Mem- 
bers of thia Hoiit'c, as luch, arc J jdges of the Conduft snd 
Behaviour of every Placeman, Ofiicer, or Miulncr employed 
by the Crown in the Kxecmivc Part of our Government i 
and confequfnt'y, every Placeman, Officer, and MiniUcr. 
that has a Seat in this Aflembly, muli be buih judge and 
Party In many Calcs tliat ought to be broijgljt before us. 

r* I: fignifics nothing to fay. Sir, that no Officer can be 
•a l*any concerred in the Conduift of another Officer, and 
Jthai an Officer who happens to be a Member of this Houfc, 
Jjiuft retire, as foun as any Qiiellion arifcs iclating to his 
own Condiifl ,■ for 39. there arc many and g'Cat Connexions 
bcnveen diflcTCDt Office*, and bttwccn Officers of difFerenc 
Oflict?, wiiich may at firll Vicwappejr entirely diiiinfl, it 
is impoflible To much as to guefs, when an Enquiry, or 
any leading QuellJon to an linquiry, into the Condudl of 

tone Ofike or Offii-eris moved for j 1 fay it is impoflible to 
gucfs what other Officers may, upon the Event of a ftri^ 
inquiry, appear to have been C-Jofcdcrarcs with him in 
hii Crime*. Nay, even thofc Officers (hit ntvcr hud any 
Dealings with him, cannot know but thn: a dole Enquiry 
into ouc Office, may bring to Lij^ht, as it often does, Tome 
Mai pr^tticcs of other Offices, in which ihcy themfclvts 
have a Concern : and (herclbrc, every Ofncer in the Houfe 
will think hrmfelf a Party concerned in every linqoiry 
thaic-in be fee on Poor, and will, conrrq^iesily, endeavour 
to prrvcnt or defi;ar every fuch Enquiry. To this I mod 
add, th:it. In sit Deg:cti und Sution^ in Lif.;, Men of the 
fame TraJe, Employment, or Prcfcijjn, efpcciully where 

Ilheir Bufineis doci not intcifcre, conceive an AfFeftion for 
one another, and are thcrefgre apt to judge very pafiiatly 
in one anotbei'i Favour; from whence it muli be coti- 
eluded, that, in every fuch Enquiry^ and every Quellton that 
b arifes relating to any fach, all Xfiniileri, Placemen, and 
I Officers, arc Pajtlcs cunccrned, not only la lotcrcn, but 
L Vol. VI. !i AScition ; 
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AnnoijjGco Affeflion ; and confeqaently, all thofe who have Seals In 
II- '719- this Houfe, mull, in all fuch Cafci, be both Judges and 
P.irties. which is diredl/ contrary to the eltabliihed Maxim 
I have mentiofwd. 

• Whcihcr it be owing to the great Number of Placeraen 
and Officers we have Imd for many Years in this Houfe, or 
whether it be owing to the Integrity of thole who have of 
Jjte Yearb b.cn concerned in the cxcciitivc Part of ourGo- 
vernmciir, I do not know; but I mad obferve, that par- 
Itunicntary Enquiries into the Management of Officer, and 
Cooduft of Officers appointed by the Crown, have, of 
late Vears, been very rare ; and yet, in order tu keep all 
fuch Officers lo their good Behaviour, I mull be of 0(M^ 
nion, that fuch Enquiries ought lo be frequently let oa 
Foot, and ftrifl'y carried on, tho' no direft Complaint has 
been made ng.iinl^ any one particular OfKcer ; for 3 public 
Rumour ii ^ lutitcient Ground for a parliamentary Enquiry, 
and no Man can fiy, that fuch Grounds have been wanting. 
But whatever may be the Caafe of our having lately had 
fo fewparlJRmrncary Enquiries, 1 wUI be boU lo prophcry, 
that, if there (hould ever be a Majority of Placemen a!i4 
Officers in this Houfe, welhall never aferwardi have anjr 
inorc fuch Enquiries, unlcfs ihcy be fuch an are fet up It 
the Inftigation, and by the Contrivance of Miritler?, in 
order to gain a little Popularity, by throwing a Scape- 
Goat among the People. And if this fhould ever come 
to be our Cafe, I am fure no Man could, with Jullicc, Uy 
that we lived under a free Government^ or that our Con- 
Aitution remained entire, 

' Thus, i think. Sir, tht QueAion now before us ii 
brought as near a Dcmon/lmtion as any fuch Quel^ion can 
poihbly be. As Members of this Houfc, we arc to enquire 
into and judge of the Cotidufl of Minillera, Officers, and 
Placemen, cntrufted by the Crown with the executive Power 
of our Government; As Miniflers, Officers, and Phicemcn, 
named by the Crown, we are the Pcrlons whofc Cond 
i) to be enquired into. Is it not evident then, that tin 
two Charafiers are incompatible, unlefs we fay, that Pi 
ties may be Judges } Sir. it is fo evident, that 1 Oiould be 
for excluding every Minider, Officer, and Placeman, from 
having a Scat in this Houle, were it not for the Neceluty 
we arc under of having fomc of the chief amongtt us, in 
otdcr tr> give us proper Information with rcfpcfl to the 
great Offices they are at the Head of > U this Queilioa 
admits of a Variety of Opinions, I am fore every Quelbon 
in Politics mull, and therefore, great Care (hould betaken, 
ihat thofe who arc to judge of fuch QittUiou!!, OiaJ) not be 
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der the Icall Biars ; for the Weight and Efficacy of the Anno jj.Ge 
Biafs will always increafe. in Proportion ;othe Boubtfulnefs '*- *-7iP- 
of the Qiieilion ; which is a new Argument againlt admit- '^/Y'Vi/ 
ting Placemen and Officers into this Hcuie. 

* Wc have been lold, Sir, that it is impoHible to fuppofe, 
Ihai Gentlemen ofgreat Fortune and Interelt in theCoaatry 
will &cri6ce the Liberties of their Country hr (he Sake of 
a Place they eojoy or cxpeft. Sir, it is fo fir from being 
impoffiblc to fuppofc this, that it is a common Cafe. At 
kasalM'aya been the Cafe in every Country wbcrethe Liber- 
ties of the People have lieen facrLficed. The Liberties of 
BO Country can be lacrjficed, witljoupthe Concurrence of 
many Gentlemen cf Family, Fortune and Intercft, and a 
criminal Indoictice or Fafljrity in the reft. Some arc led, 
contrary to the Light of their own Under.landings, by 
iheir Avarice, Vamcy, Luxury, or Extravagance i oihers 
are deceived by fpecioas Pretences, and led into luch Mca- 
fures. the certain, tho' not the plain and dircft Confe. 
qoences of which, arc Slavery and arbitrary Power. With 
the £rlt Sort of Men, an honourable and profitable Ptac« 
affords them an immediate Satisfa&ion for their Avarice, 
or Vaoity, or an immediate Supply for their Luxury or 
Extravagance, which they prefer to all other Confidc- 
i-Jtions, With the record Sort of Men, an honourable and 
pro5table Place gives them a Bials to that Sde of the 
Queftion upon which their Place depends, and prevent* 
their feeing cnrough the fpec'oas Pretences that are made 
ufc of *or lupporting that S;de of the Queftion. And thus, 
between theic two Sorts of Men, the Liberties of any 
Country may probably be given up, if they are committed 
10 the keeping of thofe that have honourable and proiltable 
Places, which depend upon their making the Surrender. 

' Let us confider. Sir. that even Liberty itfclf is bet a 
Quellion in PoHiict. Whether a limited or an nbfolute 
Monarchy be the beil Sort of Government is but a Quedion 
in Politics ; and therefore, as the Hon. Gentleman has Ibid, 
can sdmit of no Demon (I rati or. l''or this Reafon, evert 
thofe that are Gentlemen of Fortune and Interell in their 
Country, if they be in the leaft governed by Avarice, Va- 
nity, Luxury, or Extravagance, may, by an honourDble 
and prohtable Employment, be induced not only to lay and 
vote, but even to think, that an ablolute Monarchy is the 
belt Sort of Government, and that they do a fignal Service 
to their Country, by facrificing its Liberties. Nay, this 
very Doctrine has of late been fupported in private Corn- 
any, and by Gentlemen of very grtnt Diilinflion. How n«- 
tbCD it it to fuppofe, that in political Queftionv, 
i i t whert 
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Anno i^iCeowhrre our Libcnlci arc not direi^Iy and immediately, boc 
II>.i7^9- jadtrcflly nnd cmfcqueoiUily concerned, a Gcntlenun of 
Diltinttion miy be induced, by an honourable and pro&- 
lable Em ploy men r, to approve of, or give his AUirnt to 
cbe wrong Sde of the Qucilion,? How nntunl is it to fup- 
pofc, thar rhe Members of ihii Houfc may, by fach Meant, 
be mduccd to grant fuch Revenues, loch a Number of Troops 
and ^uch Po>ucrs and Prerogatives to tbcCroivn. as nia.y, for 
evfr after, put it out afllie Power of Parltaincnl tocontroul 
any of ihe King's Mcafures, or to punilb any cf his Officers, 
unlcfa ihey be fuch && he may be p'eaii-d to throw out of 
his Protcdioi) ; and in thU C:i^c, whatever Fornis of Liberty 
wc rrigtu IvAVL', ( am lute it would be ridiculous to fay we 
bad any ot (he 8ublL> ncc remaining. 

* '^1 hus, Sir, I think, it is evident almoft toa-Dcnionllra- 
tion. that our ConlLituciun and Liberties not only may. but 
mull he dcltroyed. unlcli we (but the Doors of thi& Houfe 
againll molt iMa/enieu .tnxi Ofliccrs, as we have already 
done ngainll ail Pcnfioners ; ;itu1 as this is to evident, no 
Uhjcftion tbatc^n be invented, no Dinger, noTcrror, we 
oin be fiiglitencd with, ih^U prevent me from exerting a^l 
ll;e Power E hive from its being done. S avery to ine it 
the highcll of aJl Terrors, and therefore I fhall be for 
■guardingagiiintl it at the Riflt of any other 'I'error that cto 
be Imtgined. But I muti hy, that, in this long Debate. I 
have not beard one plaufible Objeflion made »gJtDll tbii 
ExchifioQ. To tell ui that a jull und wile AdmioiUration 
can have no Frieads of good Fortune. ^ud Interell in their 
(eceral Cour.tries, but fuch ''la have Piaqes or O^ces under 
the Crown, is fomething very furprizing. If this were the 
Calc, I am furc it tiiuU be gianced, that ittc Piaccsand OSi- 
ces under :he CJrown arc now bcuime infinitely too nume- 
rous. Butthii, Sir, is not, nor ever can be the Cal'c. There 
arc now in every County in Kogland, one with another. t»o 
or 300 Gentlemen of Family, Foriune and Iniercit :n their 
fevciai Ccuniies, who have bo I'iaces or OiEct-s under liie 
Crou'o, and who, under a jolt and wTe Admiaifliauon, 
would be firm Friends tu it, and would be able to luppori it. 
in a legal way, againlt all thp jacobiicj. Republicans, and 
i^ifcOTKenced, ihrit could, in fuchaCalc.bc within ihc King- 
docnt and. among lucb n Number, could not the AdminitlrA- 
non firvd one or two to Wund as Candidates upon their Interell 
at every Ele^lion witbiu iJic County r They certainly might, 
and their Candidates would ha.vc this Advantage, that criey 
would have the Votes and Intcreft of all thole Gentlemen 
of Fortune within the County who had i'taces or Offices 
under the Crown, and could noi thcieff^rc, tlicmfclves, Hand 
« as 
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as Caodidates at any F.leflion. Therefore, fliou?cl this Bill Anno 
pafs into a Law, no future Adminiilration would be under 
the Neceffity of employing any but Men of low or despe- 
rate Furiuncs in any Place or Office under the Crown ; and, 
I am fure,rojiin or wife Adroiniiira:iur. will cvcrchufeit. 
• Jt hai been faid, Sir, that we ought not to malce any 
Alteration in our Conflitution without an sipparent NeceOity ; 
and th.li the Alteration propofed by this Bill ciiiDot appear 
oeceibry, untefs we fuppole fuch a venal and abandoned 
Spirit to prevail in the Nation, that mud Gentlemen of 
Family and Fortune amongll u:, would be icady lo facriiice 
tbe Liberties of their Country, rather than riOt lolinga good 
Pofl or Employment under the Crown, Sir, it i* to pre- 
vent tlie Growth of fuch a venal and abnndoncrd Spirit, that 
this Bill is intended. When the Crown had but few lucra- 
tive VolU to bellow, the moll abandoned Adminiftration 
could not contribute much to ibe Growth of this Spirit; 
but the Crown tias now fuch a Number of lucrative PolU ta 
bellow, thjt, if thefe Polls llmuld be npplied to the Purchafe 
tif R Gentleman's Vote in this Houle, or his (ntercll at 
Elvilion-s fuch a Spirit would foon prevail, and at !all be- 
come utiiverfiil. It would begin in this Houfc : It would 
grow by F.xample : Oiic Getulcnian's being corrupted would 
not only be an Example, but it would give Coontenance to 
a-lecondi he to a third, and fo forth, till at lafl it would 
fpread thro' the Majority of this Houfe. From thislluufe 
it wou.d (Icfcer.d to Elcflions; for he that fells will purchafe, 
if he can otherwife have nothing to fell. Begin, Sir, at the 
Fountain ; Clear that from Corruption, and the Stream will 
foon run clear ; for if Member! cannot fell Votes in Parlia- 
ment, they will never, or very fcldom, buy that Commodity 
ai F.ic£tioni. Their Vanity may iometimes prompt them 
ID do fo, but ihii can happen but feldom, aod caa never 
have any great F.ffeil. 

• 1 Ihall not fay. Sir, that Placemen have ever approved 
or oppofed Quefiions in this Iloufe. becaiife tlicy were Place- 
men, and for no other Reafon ; but this 1 will fay, that the 
Maiority of the Nation thtalc they have often done fo ; 
and I muiX ubfcrve, that ever fince I fat io Parliament, our 
placemen have generally been of the fame Side with ouv 
Minirters: If any of them dropc by Chance into the other 
S.dcof the QucllioQ, they have of lace Years foon ceafedto 
be Piiccmcn. N-iy, even in this floufe, we have heard ic 
delivered as a mtniUerial Maxim, that r.o Man ought to be 
allowed to keep his Place under the Crown, if he follows 
the Dircflionft of his Confcience, and votes agsiall any of 
ihe Miniiier's Mcaforei cr JubU in Parliament. This malc&a 
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ij, Geo me think the fitll ihc more neceiTitry : The whole ^^atfon 

•7JP- rhinks fo; ami if this Qticfliori ftiould pafs in the NcgatJTC,- 
the whole Nation will think the Bill more nt-crfTary than 
they evtr thought it before. They will think it abfoluiely 
neccffiry to huve fuch a Bi]l, but now not peflible to obtairf 
it ! which will of courfc raife fuch a Difcontent, or pefhaps 
DifafFcflion. in the Nation, as may be of dangerous Confo- 
qucncc roiheprefenc EflabllRiment. 

' It is really. Sir, mod aJlonifhing to hear it faid, that the 
Adoiiniftration'^ Interell in the feveral little Boroughs upon 
our Coait, depends upon the natural Intcrelt of thofe that 
have Places under the Crown. This, I fay^ h inodaltonilh- 
ing, corfideting how Dororioufly it is known to be other- 
wiic. I (h^ll grant, that if the Interell made in the littJc 
Boroughs by CuftomhoufcOfficers, Excifemtn, Officers of 
Dock-Vards, and firch like Gentlemen, be a natural Intereft, 
a Clerk of the Treafury or Admiralty may be faid to have 
a great natural Intcrelt in his Borough : butas this Intereft 
depends upon his Poi\, and not upon his Family or Fortune, 
I cai not call it a natural Interell. Do not wc kflow, S-f^ 
that many of our little Boroughs are already become fo ve- 
na!, fo piiblickly venal, that (heir Brokers, or rather their 
Pimps, deal as oponly fur the Snle of thcin, as Biwdsdo fof 
the Sale of a Proftitute. This infamous Traffic I am for 
putting an End to; and as Che BiH now propofed will be of 
grtat Service for this Purpofe, I fhall be not only for briRg- 
ingii in, but for having it palTcd into a Law. 

• After nine Hours Debate, the Quertion was put, and 
paffcd in the Negative, Ayes 206 Noes 2?2.' 

The 3 1 il, a Negative having been put December 1 8, on c 
Motion lor a Call of the tloufc, it gave Rife this Day to 
the following Debate. 

William Pulteocy, Efq; 

S I R, 

' It is with Regret I obfcrvc, that almoft every Seflion 
introduces fomtthing new, in diminution of the Liberties, 
or derogatory to the Conllitution of this Kingdom. In 
former times, the Gran: of a Supply often flood a lon^ De- 
bile in this Houfe. aiid was fometimes abfolutely reftifedi 
now it is a(waya granted, Nemine eovtraJiante. The Matt- 
Tbx was never inttai/uced ti/i towards the latter End of 
King Williani*3 Reign, and was at firfl mofl flfenuoudy op- 
pofcd : Nay, even during the War in Queen Anne's Time, 
it was often oppofed, and was looked on as a Tax fo burden- 
Ibmc upon the poor Labourers and Maiiufifturcrs of this 
Kingdom, that no Man imagined a;iy Miniftcr would have 
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the AfTurance to propofe renewing or continuing it, after Anno ij, Cep 
(he War was over: Even our Ncigliboura of Scotland H i??*- 
(bought themfelve* lo lure of this, that, by the Articles of ^»y'\'""N-/ 
Union, ihey liipulaied ;o bv free from this I'ax except dur- 
ing the War; but they, as well as wc» have hnce found 
thenu'elvcsmillakcn: Thi&grkcvous lax has been continued 
to this Dsy, and is now, in lomc mealure, become a Motion 
of courfc. The Mutiny Bill was at iirll thought to be a 
moll dangerous Innovatiun, and wastlierefure niuil violently 
Oppofed, efpeciall}' in Time of Peace; but it is now bccoQie 
fo familiar to us, that we pajs Jt regularly every Year, with* 
out the tealt Opporition, as if a SunUing Army and a VIu- 
tiny Adl were two Tilings abfoluiely necvSxry far the Sub- 
fifl«nce of our Conllicution. Not many Years ago, the 
Members of this Hcufe, when anVmbledi loolu-d u^<^ 
chetafelvcsasthc Grand Inqueil of the Nation, anJ theretore 
thought themlelves in Duty bojnd to enquire into every 
Grievance and CoiitpUinr, wichgul any nibrr Fopndation 
than a public Rumour; but now every Motion, th»i tends 
to an Enquiry into any Cumpbintt is lejcdcd; or if any 
fuch Enquiry Ic ever fet on t'vot, it (s cummiiicd to ibofe 
who are them felves fufpcfledof b;:Jng the original and chief 
Caufeof the Complatnc. 

* Thus Sir, we have, for icvcral Years, gone on approach- 
ing, I am afraid, to the Contineft of Si->vcry; and in thu 
Sfflton we have msdc a new and a very extraordinary Step. 
'HU this ScfTioa it was always thought, that every Member 
nf this Huule had a Right to move for a C&lt cf the Houfe. 
Wc are Kcllow-Eabouicrs fct the public Good : We are all 
joint -Guardians of the Liberties of our Coantiyi and every 
Member has a Right to inlill upon it, tluc hi:i Companion 
fhould attend and bear an equ-il Shnre of the B>jrdcn, or at 
Icall a Sh;tre proportionable to his Strength and Capacity. 
Bui io thit Sefiion. Sir. we have Teen a Motion fvr a Call 
rejcflcd, the' that Motion was the firfi of the kind that bad 
been made, thi>' it was fupported by llrong Reafons, and 
cho' it was dchrcd by nejr one half of thole ih^i were then 
prefenc. This J muA look on as a moll dangerous Inoova* 
(ion i for when wc begin to encroach upon or derogate front 
our own R<ght;, no Man can icU how fir Jt may go : 1 do 
not know, but I may live to fee the Quellion pLit upon a 
Genttcman's riling up to fpe^tk. whether Jic Oi^il have leave 
(0 fpcak i And if ever fuch a QuelUoo (hould be put, I (hall 
not in the lenll doubt of m being carried in the Negative, in 
cafe there flioutd be a Sufpict^vn of the Gentleman's intend- 
ing to utter Things diftgrceabte to (hole chat may then have 
the Direilioo cf the Majyrity of this Iloulc. 

« For 
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Annon, Geo * For this Reafon, Sir. t was extreinely Carry when I (aw 
II. i7ip. rhe Qiiedion put upon fuch a Mocian, and Itill more forry 
when 1 (aw thai Qucliion carried m the Negative; and if I 
were noi folly convinced, that there were thcnlcvcral Objec- 
tions ro rhe Motion, which do not now fubfilt, I (hould take 
Care not to lay a Foundation for tnoiher Preced'-m of the 
Jame Nature. But as the moUmitcrial^Objtaions arc now 
removed. 1 believe, ! may venture to nioveag:iin for a Call 
of the Houfe; and, as I am under grea: Concern for the 
Succels of my Motion, I (hall beg leave to explain fome of ^ 
thofe Obje^ions which do not now fubfill. ^ 

* For tliis Purpoir, Sir, I multtake Notice, tbat if the ' 
Jad Motion for a Call bad been com pf fed with, the Coaniry- 
Gentlemen who have no Place or Office under the Crown, 
and are therefore under no Obligacion,bat that of Confcience, 
to attend the Service of this EIoufi\ unlefa wc force thtm 
to it by a Call, woold have foond ihemfclvcs under a Nc- 
ccflity of keeping their ClirirtniTs in Town, inllead (ilf 
keeping it in ihc Country; and I mull farther take Notice, 
that, acco:ding to my Ohfervation, eveiy Gfntleman ifi 
this Hoafc that ha!, or is fufpcfted of havinga Poll, ORtce, 
or Pcnfion from the Crown, gave his Ncgaii?e to that 
Motion. Now, I hope, they will give me Leave t,o fiip. 
pofe, which very few others will do, thst their giving this 
Negative proceeded from the great Regard they have for 
ilie poor People in the Country. By tKc Niture nf their 
Place or Office, they are obliged to attend puniXu'lIy the 
Bufincfs of this Houfe, and to re fide, for the greiieft Pan 
of the Vear, perhaps the grcatclt Part of the levcn Yeari, 
ia this great Cify. By this Me<tn$ the Poor in the Coaniry 
are deprived of that Hofpitality, which they fo genetoufly, 
and fo charitably keep, when on Eledion, or foroc fuch 
Occafion, calls iipon them to vifit their Coiirtitueius ; and 
in order to atone, a5 far as they could, for the Lofs the 
Poor liiffer by their Abfcnce. they were unwilling to draw 
away from the Country any of thofe Gentlemen who mighty 
and were inclined to keep their Chriltmai there. Gnc :.ii 
Chrifloias ii now over, this Realon no longer fubfilb ; 
therefore I now hope to have the Concurrence of many of 
'fliofe Gentlemen who voted againft the hit Motion mra 
* Call ; and I wi/h for it the more ardently, becaoflr. X 
' expe6l no S-iccefs unlefs I have iKc Ccnccircncei or at 
Jcart the Connivance of fome of them. 

' Another Objcftion. Sir, that does not now fubfift. i»' 
that which was removed the very Ia:t Dsy of cur inccticg' 
together in tbh h'(jufc : I mean the Motion for Leave lo 
bring in a Bilf, for the better fecarmg the Freedom of 
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Parfjaments, by fimicing the Nombrr of CXHcen to fie is Afinorj, Ceo 

rhc HouV of Commons. This Bill, if u ihould psis inro It I7JP- 

a Law. would «rwtn!y exclude many Gem :emen who have ^.^''V^' ^^ 

itoiv chc Honour of having Scats in this Home : At IcatV it 

wQu.'d render tliem incapable of being chofen Members of a 

ncyf farlMmect, untefi they fhmild rcfign the Cfficcs tney 

now ci.jiiy. I bavefo good an Opinion of the Oflicers and 

other PiacemtDt who :tre now in this Houfe, that cvcrjr 

one of ihrnrt woulJ, ) believe, give ic iiis Concurrence, 

notwithllanjtng the privaie Difnii'intagc it would be to 

him, if he trought the piffirg of fjcU a Bill abfolutcly 

neceflary lor, the Prclervation of oui- Conftltation ; but, f 

hope, rhey will pardon mc if I think, that their private 

IntcicA pfevents iheir feeing t'le public Netcfliiy t for. m 

thii, myOpmion iiconfirmed, by their unanimiofly joining 

to put a Negative upon the very Motion for Leave to bring 

in iuch a Bill. Now, when the lall N'Jotion for a Call waa 

mpde, it W.1I ilrongly fufpcded, nay it wis» I dsre (ay, by 

moll of them firmly believed, that there wou!d he fome 

fuch Motion ^Qoii atirr the Chrillmas Holy-d-iys j and ai 

moll of (he Country-Gentlemen that were then abfent, hare, 

upon former Occafions, appeared to he Frierds tu every 

Iuch Cropoficion, it was the Bufinefd of lliote that were 

ag^inlt it, to prevent rhcrr being brought up to Town, till 

after chat Motion was over, in order that the Motion might 

appear to have as fi;w Friends in this Houfe as pnflib-e. 

cfpecially conftdcring the valf Majority of Kriends the Bill 

appears to h:ive in every other Part of the Kingdom. 

* Thi», Sir, was, I believe, the moll mr.lenal Objeflioii 
againlt a Call wliea the Motion w»s lailmade, whicti I am 
ihr rather it^duced to beiieve, becaale I otjferved that molVf 
if not evtry one of iholo that appeared agtinil the Call, 
appeired likewife agiinlt the Moiton lor this Bill : and la 
this I mult allow they adcd like good Gener:tl5 ; for when 
a General expeds tu Le attacked, it is cert.)inly his Bufinels, 
if poUib e, 10 prevent the Enemy's bcingable to aflcmblc all 
their Forces together, eipecia.ly when r.e can do it without 
difperfiiig or lofing ilic AfDltarce of any of his own Troops. 
Bui as t.'iis .Attack h now over : As they can be iifraid of no 

t future Attack in this Seflion of P-iriinment. I hope, they will 
B low us toiiave tlie Aufiinrity orthi<i Houfe, for compelling 
I the A:teadaDce of thofe Members, who c<m bv no other 
Meani be compelled toatieoU their Duty in the Exrcutiooof 
that Truil t" hicii they have accepted ol from their Country. 
I'herefore I cannot think, that even the * Hon. Gentleman 
Vol. VL Iv k utux 
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\, Geo near me, will now be againfi a Call, unlefs he be. on his Psrf, 
TJI*- incdiiaiing fome new A"J»ck. To have the Hoiife called 
over onceac lead in a ScfTion, is in itfelf To reAionable, and 
haibeen {oconllanrly praftifed. that I fliall expeft eve n hia 
Concurrence, unlefi he h.i$ Tomething in pctco, which he 
thinks wiU fuic belt with a thin Allembly ; iind if, by 
giving his Negative to this Queftion. he declares he hii, I 
hope it will have the {ame Effirfl with a Call : I hope k 
will briog «very abfent Member to Town, chat has the 
leall Regard for the Liberties of bis Country. 

' After having thus fhcwn.Sir, thai thofe Rrafons, which 
induced man/ Cjcntlemen to be ngainft the lall Motion fot 
a Call, do not now fubrill ; if 1 knew any Kcafon ttill lub- 
filHng againit it, 1 would endeavour to Itnte and anfwer It » 
but I cnnnnc really fuggeft to tnyielf the leall Shadow of a 
Reafon now fubfuting ag\inU it, except that which I have 
mentioned, and which, in the Opinion uf moll Gentlemen 
prercnt, will, I hope, be a prevailing Argument in iti 
Favour. I fay. Sir, I cunnot lugged lo myfelf the lead 
Snadow of a Reafon agatnll wbac I am to propofe ; for 
furely Gentlemen are not in earned when they fty, that, 
becaufe many Gentlemen abfented themfclves from the 
Houfe lall Sellion, after being convinced that their Prefeoca 
could be of no Service to their Country, therefore no Gen* 
tieman ought to be compejkd, during this SrlTion, to give 
his Attendance. This may be a Foundation for Ton ic Gen- 
tlemens (hewing us how great Mailers they arc of Wit and 
Humour fas they ciid upon the lad Motion for a Call) but 
it can never be a Faundntipn for a fcrio^n Argument. And 
I mud obferve, that however witty thofe Gentlemen may 
heaponthe SecedJoa, as they are pleafed to call it, it hax) 
a. very good ILIkd, I am convinced, the Gentlemen that 
retired from the Iloufe, did thore Service to their Country 
by retiring, th^n they could have done by continuing in 
their Seats. They faw they could not by their Pretence 
prevent or alter the dcflruilive, pacific Humour fome Gentle- 
men were then in t and thcrcfo/e they refolved to try what 
the^ cou'd do by their Abfcnce. Accordingly it had the 
dchrcd EiFcrt : It raide us refolve to vindicate our Honoor 
and our Rights by Arms, fince we faw we could not do it 
by fair Means t and if the War be but tolerably conduflcd^ 
it win, with the Ailillance of Providence, cnntnbuie at 
tnucli to the Glory and Advantage of this Natkm, as any 
War we were ever engaged in. 

' * As thia Change of Mcafures removed the Caufc which 
Gentlemen had to abfeni thcmfelves from the Houfe, moll 
<>f them have now returned, becaufe, if we are reatiy 

relblvcd 



J 



( 25' ) 

fcfolve to profectite the Wat with Vigour, tbeir Attendance Anno 
hcie may be of fome Service to their Country. Thofc who 
are now abient have noReafon of ft public Nature fur their 
Abrences and I atn for having the iloufe called over, in 
order to fee, whether any, and which of them, may have 
a good Reafon of a private Nature ; for furety they ought 
to be here, if they have no good Reafon of any kind for 
being abfent. Not only the conllaat Cudom of Parliament* 
but many cogent Rcaibna of a particular Nature at tb» 
Time plead in Favour of what I propofe, and there is noc 
the IcaA Shadow of Reafon againA it : even thole who have 
been for many Years ibc conAant and unvariable Friends 
oi the AJminillration, can now have no Obje^ioo to iti 
and, if a Ncgat.ve be put upon it, merely out of Wanton, 
nefs of Power, it may again afford a good Reafon of a public 
Nature, not only for thofc that arc abfent to continue Jo, 
but for many of thofe that arc prefcnt. to letirc a fccond 
Time ; fur, when Things are carried in this Houfe without 
any Kcafun, by what 1 muA, to fuch a Cafe, call an un- 
rcaluiuiblc Majority, thofc wlioarc governed by tbeir Reafon 
have no Bufmefk here, becaufe their AiientlaiKe can be of 
no Service to their Country, and may throw a BIcmifh upon 
their Charaflers : As the CuUom oi this tloufc docs not 
allow of Pioictling, o: entering our UilTirnt upon the 
Journalt, when dcifrudive Mcafurcs are purfued, and au- 
thorized or approved by this Houfe, neither the prelenc 
Generation nor Pollcrity can dillinguifh who were for or 
againfl that Authority or Approbation j and therefore, the 
only Method Gentlemen have for vindicating their Cha- 
ncers, is to retire from to. All'cmbly where their Pretence 
may giw Countenance to Rciblations which their Negative 
cannot prevent, nur their Confcicnce approve. 

* This fore of Abfence, Sir, is what even an Adminiflration 
ought to prevent, ur put an End to ns foon as poiTiblc. be- 
ciLfe it can never happen bu: when fuch C^edionf arecar- 
liod, as are condemned by a gtcki Majority of the Nation. 
ThcprefentAdminiAration have wifely ukcncarc to remove 
the Caufe of many Gentlemen'^ absenting themfe!\cs frotu 
the Houfe lall SclTion* by giving them, as welt as the Nation, 
the Saiisfaflion they deiircd ; and the bcA Method they 
can take for preventing the like in Time to come, is to put 
always a greater Confidence in their Arguments than in their 
Numbers. I liopc they will do fo upon the prefentOccafion, 
and therefore I Ihall beg leave to ttote fome of thofe Argu- 
ments in favour of my Motion, which proceed from the 
critical Situation our Alfjirsacein at prefeut. Let us confi- 
der. Sir, we are now engaged in a W.ir, which is already 
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Anno iitGeoexpenfire, and may become dangerous. We have it froin 
U- n^p- a great Authority, That in a Multitude of CounfeUors there 

^•TXi/ is Sifety J and as we, in this Houfe, may aflill his Majetly 
. not only with our Purfes, but alfb with our Advice, therefors 
the more numerous and full our AiTembly is, the better Ad- 
vice w£ may give, the more Weight, I am fure, it will have, 
both Abroad and at Home. 7'he Refolutions of a full Houfe 
will add great Weight to all his Majelty's Negotiations A- 
broad, and encourage foreign Powers to enter into Alliancet 
with us. But a little while ago we were told by an * Hon/ 
Gentleman, whofe Veracity cannot be queitioned, and whofe 
^ Knowledge may be depended on, that we had not one Ally 
in the Univerfe. In the prefent War we have, as yet, no 
Occafion for an Ally t we can have no Occafion for an Ally, 
unlefs our Enemies Ihouldget fome very powerful Allies to 
afiill them. The Refolutions of a full Houfe of Commons 
will fliew the Spirit of the Nation, and may thereby very' 
probably prevent our Enemies getting any fuc'h Affillance j 
or if they (hould, thofe Refolutions may enable his Majelly 
to form a Confederacy upon the Continent of Europe, which 
may give our prefent Enemies and their future Allies fa 
much to do at Land, as may difable them from giving us any 
Oppofnion at Sea, or in any Part of the Well-Indies i 
Whereas, if it be obferved by foreign Powers, as it cer- 
tainly will, that there is but a fmalf Numberof Members in 
this Houfe, and, that the Friends of the AdmiNlUration 
have, by a moA extraordinary and unprecedented Negative, 
prevented an Increafe of tliat Number, they will either 
conclude, that the prefent War is not a National, but a Mi- 
nifterial War, which, f am furc, is far from being the Cafe; 
or they will conclude, that our Minilters have entered inccK 
the War, only to amufe the People, and that they have not 
a mind to profecuie it in fuch a manner as to give Satisfac- 
tion to the Nation ; either of which Condufions will not 
only difcouiage thofe that incline to give us Aflillance. but 
encourage thoiip that incline to give .^ifiiiance to our £ne. 
mies. 

* Thus it appears, Sir, that, with regard to our Affairs 
Abroad, it is abfulutety necelTary to have a full Houfe; 
and with regard to our Affairs at Home, it is llill more ne- 
ceffary. Let us conlider. Sir, that in this War, and, in- 
deed, in every War we can be engaged in, we ought to take 
all the Methods we can think of, for giving Satisfaction to 
tUaie that contribuce towards the Expence of the War, and 
Spirit to thofe that carry it on. The People will pay their 
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Taxes with Pleafure, when they find they arc granted by a Annoijp^co. 
ftiU Huufci becaofc ihcy wll fuppafe ihnt no larger Saras Jlj7}»- 
»rc granted, than are nrcefTiry ; and thnt every SItilling 
they pay. wjU be applied. %vi(h the ga-atell OEconomy, to 
the public Service. Then, with reg'jid lorhofc th:ti are, or 
may be employed in any of our v-Tirlike Operations, there 
is nothing gives greater Spirit and Confidence to ihofe th-l 
fighccithcr by Sea or Lnnd, than their being convinced, that 
they arc direftcd in every thing they undertake by wife 

> Council*, and commanded by brave And experienced Officers. 
This both oorSol'iicrs and Sailors wjil believe, when they 
find that all our Mealurcs are adviled and compirouled by a 
UU Houfe of Commons: They will fuppofe thofc Mini- 
tiers to be wife, vigilant, and careful, that are willing, upon 
alt Occafions. nnd m every Step, to rubmtt their Conduct to 

I the Review of a full and free Houfe of Parliament: This 
will infpire every Soldier with a Corfidence of Succcls, and 
(bis Con^ciice will always bcalmoft an iufillible means to 
fccure it. 

I • On the other hand, Sir, if thte Houfe be not near fall, 
tfpecially if its being fo be prevented by thofc that aic the 
known KrienJ> of the AdminilUiition, what mult the Con- 
fequence be ? Docs not every one know, that thofe who are 
in any Poll or Employment under the Crown, mult attend 
upon the private Call of the Miniller ; but that thofe who 

' arc under no fuch Influence, depend only upon the public 
Call of the Hon e ? Docs not every one know, that the for- 
tn-r wili be made ufc of whenever the Miniller thinks be 
hAi O:cjfion for 11 ; and will not every one fuppofe. that he 
prevents the Ulter, becaufc he is afmitl of having his Con- 
duft enquired into or direfled, by a full and free Rtrprcfcn- 
ta live of the Nation* From hence every Man mull nata- 
fjilly conclude, that his Condu^ 1^ either we»k or wicked, 
or perhaps both ; and thts will of courle railc an univerfal 
DmMt'f^aion among the People, and a general Diflidcnce 
ainoug our Soldiers and Sitlors, This DiflJitiafiflion may 
expofu ui to a real Danger of being invaded, and this Diflt- 
dL-nce may render it impoOtble for us to prevent or oppofe 
that Invafion. 

* The prefent Situation of our Affiirs, therefore, both at 
Home and Aroad, particularly require a full Houfc; andbe- 
iides this, Sir, we have now under our Confidcration fome 
AfTiirs of t)ie utinod Importance to this Nation. We hnve 
alnady ordered a Bill to be brought in for regiltering Sei- 
in«n: What fort of one i: may be, I do not as yet know; 
Init it t! an Aff*ir in which the Liberties and Wel:-t>cing of 
0ne Mf ihc moU numcroos and ufcful Bodies of Men in the 
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Anno I), Geo Kingdom are deeply concerned i and therefore, I an fure, ir 

highly def«Te» lobe confidered in a full Hoafe. It i* really, 
in my Opinion, an AfTiir of fuch Confequence, chat I fhouU 
chink the very Ramour of our being to have inch an Affair 
foon before us, would render a Call unneccfljry. It cer- 
tainly would do fo, if Gcnclcmcn were properly touched 
with what may fo fenfibly affcd the Happincfs and Profperity 
of their Country; but the QueAion that was before us the 
very lalt Day we met here, convinces me, that nothing but 
a Call can force fome Genllcuicn (o attend the Scivice of 
their Country in this Afierobly. In that Qaetlion the Pre- 
fervatioQ, thevcry Being of our Conftituiion was concerned, 
and yet there were not much above two Thirds of our Num* 
berprerpnt, which was, perhaps, theOccsGon of a Nega- 
tive's being put upon iheQueliiunj for 1 mull obfetve, that, 
of [hofe who were for that Negative, there ucre, st Icvfl, 
iwo Thirds that pofll-fled Places or Offices under the Crown, 
and were coafcqucntly, from their private Intereft, engaged 
Co have a Negative put upon thai QLicAiun. 1 ain f.ir from 
Jaying, thni any of them was govemed by fuch a Motive, 
becaufc in alt Al^airs of a public Nature. I believe, Cbey 
never hawc the tcall Regard to :hcir privrvte I men ft i bat, 
if itcould be fuppuled, that joy Member of thisHoufe were 
^verncd by his private Intereli, it mull be allowed, that 
Juch a Member would never vote for excluding himfejf 
from having a Seat or Voice in this Afleinbly, till after he 
had refigoed the lucrative Poll or Office he enjoyed under 
the Crown. 

* This late Experience, Sir, has convinced me, that nO' 
thing but a Call can bring up the Members that are now 
abfenc ; and, as it ha; been the conLlant Cullom to call over 
the Houfc, at leaft once in a SfHion, as there arc many 
ilrong Reafons of a particular Nature now fur it, as there 
IS not the Icali Shadow of a Kcafon agninH it, 1 hope it 
will be complied with; therefore, I (hall conclude with 
moving, that this Houfe be called over upon this Day three 
Wccki, being the 21II of February next.' 

Robert Tracy, Efq; 

S I R, 

I Oiatl agree with the Honourable Gentleman who 
made you this Motion, that the Seccflion wliich happened 
Jafl Scflion of Parliament, was the Caule of our changing 
ourMeafurcs i but I difT^r widely from him as to the man- 
ner in which that Cade produced its EStd. He fccms to 
thinU, it had an Efied upon the Court of Great Britain, 
loA was the iauntxiiatc Citufe of our giving ivci (o nego- 
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tijte. and beginning to fight with Sparo ; whereas, I think* Anno ij, Cc» 
it had not the lca(t EScft upon our Court, but had an iiamc- !'■ ^H9- 
diate lifTcft upon the Court of Spain, and was the only V^/V^'^^ 
Oiufeof that Court's refufing to comply with any one thing 
that was nipulared by the Convention. I am perfuaded. 
the Spanifh Miniller here thought the Seccflion ol fo extra- 
ordinary and dangerous a Nature, that our Minilters would 
fubmit to any Ulage from Spain, rather than declare War 
whilK the Nation was in a Condition fo diftrafted and for- 
lorn: Nay, I do not know but that he wa^ confirmed iri 
this Opinion^ by fome amongll ourfclvcs without Doors; 
and an Account of this Seccmon, with his Opinion upon 
it, being trnnfmitted by him to the Court of Spain, they 
gave entire Credit to hi* Accounts, and placed an implicit 
Faith in his Opinion, w'lich was the Caule of their Obtii- 
nacy, and their Obllin;<cy was the Caufe, and a moll juft 
Caufe too, for our Coon'* altering its Mcaforej. Thus ihc 
Seccflion ,was the Caufc, but not the immediate Caufe of 
our beginning Hoftilities ngainft Spain. When that memo- 
rable F.vent happened, we were in a Courfeof Negotiation : 
Even Spain itfelf feemed inclined to do us Jullice > but that 
Event pat an End to their peaceable Inclinations, and this of 
courfc putan End to ours, 

* From hence, I think, Sir, it is at leaft highly proba- 
ble, chat the War we are now engaged in, was chiefly 
owing to the Seccffion ; and when Gentlemen confider this, 
however confident they niay at any time think themfelves 
of being in the right, notwithftanding (he Majority's being 
of a dilfereni Opinion, I hope they will be cautious of ever 
leaving the Houlc in a Body, as niany of them did at that 
Time , hecaufe it can never be of any Service, and may be 
of great Prejudice to their Country. The only Precedent I 
canthinkof for fuch a Method of Proceeding, i$ tbatwbich 
happened in the long Par iamert in King Chxries Ill's 
Reign : and the Confequenteihat enfued at that Time, cao- 
noc. [ am Jure, give Encouragement to any Man to follow 
the Example. The Misfortunes and the melancholy Cata- 
ftrophcof that Reign, and the Tyranny that was afterwards 
(rt up, ought to be a Warning to Gentlemen, cot to dcfert 
the Service of their Country in this Houfe, even tho* many 
Things be agreed to by the Majority, which they think in- 
conQhenc with the lotercft of their Couutry. At leaft, 
they ought not to leave the Houfc, unlefs (heir Attendance 
here be ablolutely inconiiftent with the Safety of their Lives, 
which was the Cafe of many Members at that Time. 

' But, Sfr, when Gentlemen retire voluntarily, and at 
it were in a Pet, ihey can expcd no Excufc (rom rhetr 
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Anno i^, CcoCountry, and, I am Cure, rhey dcferve no Tavour from 
11. 1749- thole tliat continue m ihcir Duty. Suppofe fomc ol ibetc 
pcuiOi Sccedcrs (hcnilit, in a little Time, r»fon tbcmfelves 
out ol ilicir I'er, and ftiJoM return co their Duly in this 
Houle, couIJ they, with any Countenance deftre, that the 
Hoiife IhoolJ do them (he Favour to compel the Attendance 
of their Cudip^nions I Ifthey did, ought it not co be liip- 
pofcd, (hit they did it for no other Rcatoo, but th^t their 
Kciurn might be as conl'picuous as their Scceffion? Thii, 
Sir. [ take to be the very (^{c at prelenc : A Number of ' 
Gentlemen retired Islt SclTion from the Service oftheif 
Countty in this Houle, I mull fuppofc in a Pec, bccaufe [ 
can afligii no cither Reafon : Many ofcheni have this SeQion 
retuniud, but fome have not ; and now thofe t:<a.t have ^M 
returned, dcfi'C the Favour of us, to call the Houfc over, ^ 
in order to force the rett to return to their Duty. I fay. 
Sir, they defire ihe Fuvoor j for a Call is a Favour granted^ 
by the Houfc to thofe that dtfirt it. it is not a Rigiit that* 
every Member may infill on. Every Member has « Right 
10 move for it ; but a QueJlion is always to be put upon that 
Motion, and it is never complied wi(h unlefs agreed to by 
the Majority. A Call i» therefore very diltcrent Irom the 
Right every Member has to be heard i for when a Member ^^ 
riles up tu rpeak, I believe it was never yet put to Queflioo; ^| 
whether or no he Jhould h-.^ve leave co fpcalc. "^^ 

' The Motion now before ua is therefore a F&vour, 
which the Hon. Gentleman, that made it, dcfitesof as, ami ^h 
every Genclcman has a Right to confider whether it ought^^ 
10 be grame:^j and to refule it, it he thinks it unreafonabl^. 
I am one of thole that think it unrearonab!c, and fii^jl 
therefore be agiinll granting it. VVc gave ibufe chut are 
retarnetl Leifure to cool of the pettifli Humour they had 
&llen into tall S^Olon : I chink it was right to do lo, and 
with regaid to molt of them, it has had a proper Effcft : 
If there are any of ihem that are not as yet grown coo!, and 
therefore continue in the Country, 1 am for leaving them lliU 
there. Tlic Country, we know, is a proper Place for Re- 
flexion and ConfiJeration : and nu Cure is fo good for a pcc< 
tiOi Humour, a» cr>o! Rcafoning and miture Deliberation, 
If we fliou'd force them out of tbcir Country Retirement, 
they win, prob.ibly. oppoJe every thing we do; and it n 
notfo much the Numbers, as the Unanimity of thofe that 
are here, that gives Credit to tiie Nation, or Weight to hii 
M^jeSy's Negotiations at foreign Courts. Even at HoraCt 
the Divilioni among the People without Doors, arc gene- 
rally owing to the Divillons among thofe within; and wlicn^M 
ihc Divifious among thole v/icnm appear tu be near e^jUiil.H 
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the/ often occafion what approaches very near to Snlition, Annoii.Gro. 

among thofc that are without. We feem now to be pfcrty I*^»7JJ>- 

Doanitnous, at lead with regard to our forergn Afl'iirs. Even 

thofc who have this Sellion rtciirncd to their Sca^s in this 

Houfe, feem willing to agree to every Thing that may con. 

tribute to a vigorous Profecution of the War t and no 

Wonder they fhould be fo; for they crnnpt wfU rcf.Te to 

contribute all in their Power to the vigorous Profccii ion of 

ihae War* wKich they themfclves were, as I have iliewn» 

the remote Authors of. This Unanimity will ibcw our 

Enemies what ihev arc to cxpefl ; anH, by dcdnying rheir 

Hopes uf being able to hurt us, or defend t emfelvis. will 

of courfe render them inc'Jnable to agree to realin-htc 

Tcrnps, which rauft neccffrily bring the War to a appy 

and fpecdy Iflue; ihcrefjre, we ougnt to do no btng mat 

may, in the ieift, interrapt that Unanimity which now fo 

happily prevails nniongft us. 

■ fleikle , Sir, the Hon. Gentleman who made you tht» 
Motion, haj himfelf, I think, given you a very good Reafoq 
for not agreeing to it. in giving a Re^fon for the Secef- 
fion liill Vcar, he told us. that Gentlemen may fomecimei, 
for the Slice of Confcientc, and for prcfcrving th^ir Cha- 
racters, be obliged to leave theHoufe: He even feemcd 
(0 intimate, thdt this was the Caufe ofGentlcmcns leaving 
the Houfe latt Stflion : Now, if romeofthofe Gentlemen 
have got over this Scruple of CoDfcience, how do they 
know chat alt the relt have > We muft naturally, or at iealt 
cbarit-ibly I think, fuppofe, that thofc who have not re* 
turned, have not ai yergot over this Sample of Confcience ; 
and as I (ball always be againit putting any Sort of Force 
upon a fcrupuloui and tender Confcience, 1 mull be againll 
compelling the Attendance of fuch Gentlemen in ihi% Houfe. 
1 am fjr from finding fault with any of tbofe Gentleman 
that have returned : I think they have done their Duty in 
doing To i but I cannor help comparing them to the prefent 
Kmg of Spain. He, fome Years ago. refigned his Crown, 
oat of a Pec, and. I think, it was a religious or contcientious 
Pec too. I wi(h they had held him at his Word and never 
allowed him to refume, as they might and ought to havo 
done ; for hit fecond Son, now Prince of AHuriai, was ihe 
natural SucceHlbr to his eldetl, who died King of Spain. 
But they nllowed him to refume his Crown ; and we know 
what Dilturbances hr has fince bred in Europe. If the 
Gentlemen wholef: their Seats lail Sellion, had been takes 
at their Word: If wc had ordered their Stats to be filled up 
by new Eieflions, they could have comMained of no In* 

tjaftkc. But wc iuve (hi» ScfBon aUowcTfuch of ihem aa 
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Annon,<3?o . hare rcturoKil, torefume their Scats. In this we have (hewn 
n. I79P- * oorfelvea to be as indulgent as the Subjects of the King of 

^ L/'^^ViJ Spain ; and, I hope, they will take Care not to make Cuch 
an Vie of the Indulgence ibey have met «>4th, aa bis Ca-, 
tholtc Majcfly has done, The^ have hitherto fhewn, thalT 
they do not incline to do fo ; but, if we flioald call in thofoj 
tbat, for ought we know, are flill in a bad Humoor, I do no| 
know what might happen. Evil Company, they fay, i 
ru pi 3 good Manners. Tis adangerous Experiment to minglj 
fhe lufcfled with thofe that are but jaft recovered. Fo 
this Rcafon, I was ^gainft the Call, when it was Uft pr 
pofed ; and as this Keafon fttll fubfids, I am llitl againft irJ 

* There was no trucRealbn, Sir, for being againA th^ 
Call* when it was laft propofed, but what ftill fabTills in hi] 
full Force. Every one muft be fenfibic, that the Hon,'^ 
Gentleman was not ferious in the Reafoni he afiigned, and 
which, he fjid, are not now fubfifting. However merr 
he may make hirofelf upon this Occa£on, and we arc fen 
Able of his fuperior Talent in that Way, I fhall alway 
think, that Gentlemen are more ufefully employed in et^ 
tertaining their Neighbours in the Country, than hi op- 
pofing every necefiary Meafure of Government in thi« 
Houfe ; and therefore, 1 fhall always be againft compclltiig 
any Man to come here, who, by his former Conduft, has 
given me Reafon to fufpefl, that, when he is here, he wip 
cerfainlydofo^igain. As for the QoeRion that was before 
the lart Time -»f our meeting here, which was but the Day 1 
fore Yetlerday, f (hall never be afraid of its being confuJer 
in a Houfe full ofMembers, chat are free from the Prejudic 
of Pafiionand intereft. 1'he Realons againtl the Quellio«^ 
are fo many and fo powerful, and the Reafons for it fo hw4 
and fo weak^ that, in fuch a Houfe, I do not in the le 
doubt of its meeting always with the fame Fate, and tbt^ 
the more full the Houfe is, the greater the Majority will 
that appears againft it. 

* '1 his therefore could be no Reafon, Sir, for any GeiltT^ 
man'i being againii a Call, the Ull Time it was moveif.^ 
With me, 1 ajn lure, it woald rather have been a Reafoftij 
for my being for a Call ; becaufe, tho* fome of thole 
are abfcnt would perhaps have voted in favour of tkit^ 
Quellion, I am convinced many more of them would haf 
voted againll it. My chief Reafon for being cheo agiioR 1 
Call was, as I havefaid^ becaule I was againil ottr doii 
iny thing that might interrupt or leflen that Unanimity lal 
{his Houlc, which, with Plealure, I obferve, in every Thffi 
ihlC relates to a worous Profecucion of the War'; sod A 
chii ficaioa a^ainFa Cill is now u ilrong as it wu it ch it 
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Time, I mad therefore be againft agreeing to the Hon, Anno, ij Geo. 
Geoclcman'a Motioa. Il >7}p 

George Lyttlcton Efq; ii•^^^NJ 

^S I ft, 

.'.* Tlie5ece£ion. as it is called, which happened upon i Geori^ Lvt-I 
TCr/ remarkable Occafion ialt S.-iDon. ia a Point (hat cannot tlccon, Elljj 
be reafoncd upon here; and ihercfure, I Ihall make no 
Application of what 1 am going to fay. I h-tvc heard, Sir, 
of Pbyficians uking their Leave of a fick Houfe, whea 
they thought thcycoulJ do no Good there, and were not 
orer greedy of Fees ; for fome are fo keen after Fees, that 
they woald llay and prefcribe to a dead Rody, But I have 
heard of others, of a more generous Charafter, refufing to 
continue their Attendance, when they fear'd it was of no 
Benefit, and yet returning again upon being called to a new 
ConfuJtation, when better Symptoms appeared, and greater 
Hopes of a Recovery, to oficr, at leaft, the proper Ke- 
medy, whether it fhould be taken or not.' 

Horatio Walpole, Efq; 
Si a, 

■ • The Motion now under our ConftdemtioD, is a Matter Hor^Ho Walcl 

pf fuch lodifTciencc to me, that I am perfc^ly cafy whctlurr pole, tAq^ 

you agree to ic or not. I fhali grant that it is very ui'ual 

to call the Koufe over, at leajl, once la a Seffion; but, I 

coutd never obfervc. that it was of any Advantage tu the 

Public, and it is often of great Inconvenience to private 

GeDtlcmcn. who have the Hooour, in this Cafe I may lay, 

the Miafurtunc, to have a Seat in thisHoufc. I take it for 

granted, chat every Gentleman who has any thing to offer 

ibr the Service of his Country or Conllituents, or who thinks 

iie hai any thing to guard againll that may be of Prejudice 

10 either, wiU attend duly in nis Place ; and, I cannot think 

there is any great NecefTuy for a Gentleman's being here, 

who thinki his Abl'ence can do no Harm, nor his Pretence 

aoy Good. But. when the Houlc is ordered to be called 

i>ver^ with the ufual Certiorari, that all thofe who do not 

ihen attend. Ihall be taken into Cullody, no Gentleman can 

l>e furc, that his Excuic will be admitted, and therefore may 

ihink tbemfelves obliged to attend, tho' their Attendance 

<an be of bo Service ai that Time to the Public, and may be 

js/ great Prejudice to them in their private Affairs. 

• From this ConGderation, Sir, \ have always been of 
Opinion^ that a Call of the Houfe is neither oeceflary, nor 
tMght to be made fo often ai it is ; and iioce, in the UU 
^tSyoOp we indulged 8 great many with t&c Privilege of be- 
L 1 2 ing 



iwinTj.Geo inpabfenf, tho* we knew tliey had do Excufe, 
*^- '7JP ch.it are now tblent have Rrarpn to expeft, at (eaft from 
^/"^^"^J them, [be Tame Indulgence I lli:il} not find fault. Sir. with 
ihe Privilege Gtntemen took :o themrelves upon that Oc* 
Cifion: VVnatever wns their Pretence, they foon found theil 
Abitncc condemned by the whole Nation, and, I b«!: 
(hry have fince henrfly repented of wh&l they did, whic 
in.'ikes mr. and I hope it has nade (heir feveral Connitflenes^l 
ready to forgive them. But I cannot forbear taking Nfi 
lice, th»i the Honourable Gent'cinan who fpnkc lalt. put«l 
ine in mind of a merry PalTige in a French Play, where af 
Gendrman afks a Servant, How her Mitwr does? In a fair i 
w.>y of doing well. Sir, faid llic, lor hii Phyliciitns have juftl 
taken their leave of him. -I 

• Now, Sir. to apply this to what happened laft SefiiOAt] 
I mult obrcrvc, that a/tcr our political Phy/lctans had take 
their leave of the Houfc, as fomc ol them did in a very (oi 
lemn manoer, Things went better than ib^y had done fori 
great *^Ki(e before. Several Laws weic paiTed, which ga» 
greiit S(tl^f,.fllO[] to the Pcop'ej every thing was carriedl 
on wich gfi^t Concord and Unantmicy ; and to the Joy < 
our Friend), »nd Di fa pp ointment of our Enemies both at 
Home- Hod Abroad, the Nation foon appeared in perfrtt 
Kejlih and full Vigour. Among feveral good Laws pafTft) 
in th.1t Inti-rva), I cannot but take notice of the AA for, 
gnintinga Liberty to carry Sugars of thcGrowtb, or Mann 
fjflurc of any of his M»je(1y'i> $iigjr Colonies in Ainrrk 
from the faid Coloniej direfl]y to foreign Parti, in Ship 
butit in Great Britain, and navig.ited according to Law. 
our Sugar I'rsf'c had, fur fome time, been in a decHniog] 
C'cnL'^'tion, this A£l was as much wanted, as it gaveuniver-1 
fal Saiisfiidion when psil'cd, e.vcept to ihofe whofe private 1 
Jntercll led them to be iigamtl it ; and yet, if our political 
?h}(irians h-id been attending, it is probable, they would 
haveoppofed ire BilJi for they generally oppofe every Re. 
mcdy tJiat i^ prcfcribed by thole who mult be fuppofcd to bcl 
our belt Phvric:ana, becaufe they have the belt Opportunity* 
•f knowing rhe State and Circumllancesof the Nation. Tbc ' 
Ai\ for the more effcftual preventing of cxcciTiTe and de- \ 
ceitful Cuming, wiis likcwife pafFcd during the ScccliJoD, aid 
15 a Law tliat mult be agreeable to eve/y one wlio has a due 
Rcgaro to the Morals or Hsppinefs of the P. oplcj yet, if' 
th(<' Bill had been at any other time propofed, it would, 
perhaps, h^tvc been violently oppofed ; for. in this Cafe, as 
tn every other of the like N^tare, it would have been {aid, 
chat every new pen 1 Law was an Addition to the Power gf 
che Q.own, already too exccofive ; wliicli, in my OpioioA. 
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Ui the feme as if a Phj'fician Ihould objeA to a Prercrlption, Anno t^.GeO' 
rbccaule of iu being proper for giving Strength to bis Fa- !'• *7\9- 

For this Reafon, Sir, if the Qy Servant MaiJ were, upon 
^■Ihis Occafioii, afkcd luch another Queltion, J am aliald the 
, would anlwcr* In a very bad way, Sir, for his Ptly(lcian^ are, 
imollof them, retarnei. But to be ferious. Sir,! am of Opi- 
^nioD. tbac no Gentleman ought toablent himfelf from the 
. Service of his Country in this Houfe, when he ean, without 
fAtty great Inconvenience, attend; and therefore, I fhiU be 
^agaiolt the Motion, becaufe ourrtjcding it will, I think, be 
^a fort of tacit Reprimand, with regard to chofe that, with* 
(out any good Realati» Withdrew from their Duty lall SeiTioa 
tof ParliameDi/ 

Lord Vifcount Gage. 

StR, 

* An Honourable Gentleman that fpoke fome Time ago LordGngc. 
Isgaiolt the Motion, allowed, I (nink, that the SecefHon, a» 
\,ii€ was pleifed to term it, was the reiitote, thn' not the imme- 
^dlute Caufe of thjt Alteration which fooo afcer happened in 
our Meafurci. Sir, if it was any Caul'c, whether remote or 
IjmmeJiate, ii has done fignat Service, and ha, given great 
5sii»f4^ion to the Nation. But the SecelTion could add no- 
shing to the QUkinacy of the Court of Spain j bccuufc that 
LtCourt wa», before, as oblUnate as it was pofTible for them to 
\hc. They never hud any Inclination, at leall not for ihele 
venty Years, to do us Julbce. By the Cocveniion, they 
^neither did u», nor promifcd us any Julticc : They would 
not fo much as promife, not to do us any more Injullice; 
^ior, upon the Fjce of the Convention it appears, that they 
■would oot fo much as promife to abllain from intcnupiiiig 
lt>ur Navigation, and feiztog our Ships in the American Se.is. 
1ti»cvident, that, of late Vears, they never had an lnclina< 
^■vion to have any thing to do with us, unlefs it was to plunder 
Dur Merchants, and amufc our Miniflers with fruitlcfs Nego* 
xioQi; and anew Foundation for allowing oorfelvei to be 
eated in this maoner, was ali our Minifters got by that fa> 
[^nious Convention. This, I am convinced, would have been 
ihe Coofequcnce, if it had net been for thcSeceflion. Our 
"Vliailtert would, upon the Foundation cf t^at ConveotioOp 
ave gone on to treat and negotiate with Spain, perhaps 
L^or twenty Years more, and the Spanifh Guarda Cofta's 
frwouldy in the mean time, have gone on m plundering our 
rj^ctchiints aod interrupting our Trade, But luch a Num- 
rtberof Vfcmixrs WKlidr;twing. upon that Convention's Lcing 
proved ot, coiiViJKed oui- Miuiilers, (lu( the Nation would 
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no longer endure to bo trcxted by th« Court of Sptin !n 
luch a crcacherous and igoomioious msRoer. Our Mtoi- 
llers from thence faw, that they mull begin to figtic, ctiher 
with Spain, or with tbetr own Countrymen ( ami they wifel/J 
chcfc the former, ai being the iUsH for themfclvcB, at weU i 
the moll honourable. 

* Thii, Sir. I am convinced, the whole Nation is con-^ 
vinced, was the real Caofc of that Alteration in our Mca* 
fores, which happened foon afier the SccefHon ; and there<J 
fore, however much it was condenmed by thofe that remaine 
within Doors, it was condenmed by no Man without, unlcfil 
lie was fuch a one u was under a merctnary Dcpcndanci 
upon fomc of thofe that remained within. By none otherit, 
Sir, was it ever condemned ; and ai the Gentlemen whfl 
withdrew upon that Ccifion, are noway ambitious of harJ 
ing their Conduft approved of by fuch Judges,! am fure dq 
one of them has ever yet repented of what he did ; fo thai 
if the Honourable Gentleman that fpoke \»i\ never forgiveaJ 
but upon Repentance, thofe Gentlemei muftnll yet, and, 
believe, for ever will, remain und^^'r his Wrath ; but they ai^ 
not, ihank God 1 liable to his Vengeance. 

* The only ferious Argument 1 have heard. Sir. againll ' 
the Motion it, left it (hould interrupt or lelI<:o that Unafii*. 
inity which now appears, in providing for every thing that 
may be neceffary for a vigoroiis ProfecQtion of ihe War, ii 
which, I am fitly fatisfied, the Honourable GeDtlemanIi 
Fear» arc akogcthci groundleft. I dare anfwcr for ever 
one of thofe who retired from the Hou^ latl SeHion, 
are now abfent, that no one of them will oppofe any Me 
fures necef^ry for profccuting the War i and an Honourabll 
l-'ncnd of his may, I believe, if he plcafct, anfwer fur mc' 
of the reft. J am perfoaded, that no Gentleman who 
how in the Houfe, or can hereafter be in it, wJll openljl 
oppofe providing for a vigorous Profecution of the Wari 
and thcTefjre I (hall only wifh, that it may be as TigorooHjj 
profcciited, as it will be unaoimoufly provided for. 

* In this ScfTion cf Farliamcnc, therefore, Sir, no Gcnd< 
inon could be under any real Apprchenfions of a Contcl 
about, any thing relating to the War, tho' every KI crab 
belonging to the Houfe were now preftnt, and continued fit 
till the End of the ScHion ; but. as the whole Nation witT 
cxpefl to bear fome good Accounts of the Profecution befor 
next Winter, 1 do not know but that we may then bav 
fome Contctis about the War, with regard to hs Profeca 
lion j and therefore there may, perhapi, be Come amoagi 
m, who are far front wiihing to fee a full Houfe, at any timep 
during next SeiUon. If there be anj luch amongS us, it it 
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crrt&inly iht'it Bufiaefs to prevent the Ctnofthe Hoafe for Annoii.Qro. 

thisSeiuon, becaufe it willbeaPreccdeac fordoing chcia.me II. i?^?- 

ifi the next, and will be. In fill future Times, a convenient ^-/"^ X^/ 

sod agreeable Precedent for tbofc that are afraid of having 

an impartial Parliamentary Enquiry into thetr Conduft. 

But, for this very Reafon. Sir, 1 muft be of Opinion, that 

no Gentleman who is unfeigncdty for a vigorou» Profecution 

of the War, or the Prefcrvation of our Conliitunon, can, 

when he fenoufly coniidsrs the Conlequences, be for making 

fuch a dangerous Precedent. 

* Thus, I hope. Sir, I have fully anfwered the only fcri- 
ous Argument I have heard madeule of, againft my worihy 
Friend's Motion. Ai for all the other Argument! made ufe 
of upon the fame Side of the C^ciKon, they were rather 
Pieces of Wit> than Pieces of Realon ; and, aa moft of them 
were pointed at the Gentlemen who, lafl Seflioo, withdrew 
from the Houfe. they have nothing to do with any thing that 
can be propafed in this, fiut, I muU obfcrve, that every 
one of them either miffed of its Aim, or was very impro- 
perly applied. If the King of Spain reiigned bis Crowa 
*vi[h a real View of ferving his Country, he was in the 
right: If he refumed it again with the fame View, he was 
in ibe right, and his Subjc^s were in the right to receive 
him: And as for the DiUurbsnces he has (ince occailoned. 
I believe, moft of them were originally owing to our Mi(- 
conduA ; therefore, I am furprizcd to hear of them from 
that Side cf the Houfc. if thofe wbocompolc the .M:-joricy 
of this Houfe, have a Mind to prevent Gentlcmens ci.'er 
having a View of ferving their Country, by leaving their 
Scats, the beft Way is never 10 purfue fuch Mcafurcs as are 
difagreeable to a great Majority of the Nation; and while 
they lake Care to avoid iuch Mcafurcs, ihey need fear no 
Difturbances that any Gentleman can occaAon, cither by 
leaving or refuming his Seat in this Houfe. 

■ Ai for the Piece of French Wit made afc of by the 
Hon. Gentleman that (poke JbIIi and applied by way of 
Aofwer to the Obfervauon made by the Hon, Gentlemaik 
ifaat fpoke before him, Purely, Sir, every one mult fee that 
it was mifapplicd to the Members of this Houic, for the 
GeotlemAn that made it, did not, [ think, make any Ap- 
plication. We muft all look upon ourlelves ai pohticti Pby- 
liciaQs ; and, indeed, we are To : We are properly the State 
Phyiicians of our Country, becaufe we are to enquire into 
its Grievances or Dinempert^ and app'y the proper Reme- 
dies, Therefore, if that Oblervatioo is to be applied to us, 
we muft fuppoic chat fome of us are willing to attend, if 

I we can but gee t Fee, even (ho* we know we can be of no 
Service 



Annoi3,r;eo. Service to our Country, and thac others are anwHlmg W> 
■ iJ-v^ aiiend, except when they think thej" can be of real Set- 
^^'»^*^ vice to ibeir Coantry. I wifti, Sir. ihe Application h«d 
nvt been made, for whatever wc may think within Doors* 
thofe without will judge who arc ovcr-grredy of Fec$, and 
who are noc. But^ f mull obfcrve, that this Piece of French 
Wit proceeded from the Contempt the French PhyficiaDt 
had tiienbroufht themfeivc!' into, by their Ignorance, anil 
by thrir Ihewing a greater Concern for their Fees, than for 
the Hra tti or Rt-covery of the Patient. They were, at 
that Time, become a Proverb among the Vu'gar. and a 
Subjefl of Ridicule in every Part of that Kingdom, except 
in their own Aflemb'ies; and, ifwc (hould, by nur Igno- 
rance, bring our Country into Misfortunes, or begin to 
Ibew a grc;iier Concetn for Penfions :(od Places than for the 
Welfare of our Country, we fhall bring oarfelves into the 
fame Contempt - We ihall become a ScofFamong the VuN 
gar, and a Subjed of Ridicule in every P^irt of this King< 
dom, except in our own AfTcmblies. IF this fliouM ever 
come to be the Cafc» this French Piece of Wit may then be 
properly applied, but not to thofe Members that retire from 
fuch a contemptible AfTembTy. It will be applied to the 
Breaking up and Meeting of Parliament : V^ hen our Sellion 
is at an End, it will be fatd. The Kingdom is in a fnir way 
of doing well, far its Physicians have taken their leave i 
and when wc meet agiin, it will be faid. The Kingdom is 
in a dangerous State, for its Phyficians are, moO of them, 
returned. 1 hope every Gentleman that has a regard for the 
Honour and Dignity of Parliament, will endeavour to pre- 
vent this Misfortune : and as, I think, nothing can contri- 
bute more towa rds our falling into a general Cor.rempt, than 
our putting a Negative upon thii Motion, therefore, I fluU 
moll heartily give it my Affirmative.' 

Ordered, That this Houfe be called over upon this Day 
three Weeks, the 2 ill of February next; and that fuch 
Members as fhall not then attend, be taken into Codody. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed, to confider 
bow far the Privilege of this Houfe ought to be allowed to 
Alcmbers who arc in foreign Parts during the Sitcing of 
Farriainent, 

In a grand Committee went thro' the Bill for prohibiting 
Commerce with Spain, wjih fevcral Amendments. 

Feh. I . Mr. Secretary at War prcfentcd a. Lift of the 
reduced Officers of his Majelly's Land-Forces and Marinet, 
intitted to receive Half- pay in Great Britain, with an Elli- 
mate of the Charge thereof for 1 740 ; with their Agei, 
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Dates of their iirA Commiflions, and the Time ihe^ wetc 
^^ut upon H^ilt'^ay, and the Occiiiua thereof. 
W£ Received divers Petitions for private Bills. 
B Received and read a lirlt time, a Bill to prevent Tnconve- 
Hniencies which may aj^Ke from naiuraliziiig Petfons. who 
^OiaU not continue to reOiIe within hi&M^jell>'6 Domioioas, 

after their NatonliziitJOn, 
^L In a. grand Comniiicee. went thro' the OJIt to indemnify 
^Perfons who omitted to qunlify themfclves f>r OfHces and 
^Employments, within the Time lintiteJ by Luw» &c. with 
^Bcverai Amcnomenis. 

^K It Wdi moved that the ordinary ILlHmate of the Navy 
Boi" *740> be referred to a Comniiticc on [lie Supply, which 
afier Debate, paiT^d in the AiBrtnativc. Oa a JJivifion, 
Aye% 148, Noes 9;. 

The 4th. Agrttd to the Report of the Bill to indemnify 

Perlons who have oinit:Ld to taicc the O^ths, &c. and ordered 

: to be ingroired. 

Agreed to the Kcport of the Bill for prohibiting Com- 

crcc with Spain, and ordered it to be ingruficd. 

Agreed to the l<ef>on of the Kelolutioaa (cl Friday hit) 

I the Sapply, viz. Refoked, 

That 10,000!. be granted tow&rJi the Support of Green- 
Jjich-iiolpital. 

L. That 400c I . be granted towards the repairing and finifhing 
F Wellmiaher- Abbey. 

That lo.oool. be granted towards the Maintenance 0/ 
lie Briiilh I'oits in Africa. 
The 5tti. Agreed to the Report cf Yeflerdiy's Rcfolu- 
bon. inagr^nd Committee on. Way> and Means, viz. 

Refolvcd, 'I'hat towards railing tJic Supply granted to his 
flajeily, the Sum of one Million, be iA'jed anJ applied out 
~ fjch Monica, a& have arifcBf or tiioU or m^y anfe, of 
be Surplu0c», bxccUes, or overplus Monief. commonly 
klled thcSiakJtig i-'und. And aUtU was ordered in iiccord- 

Read a third time, and paflcd the Bill for prohibiting 
Commerce with Spain. 

Read a firll time, a Bill (brought in by Sir Charles VS'a- 
ger) for regidering all Seamen, W'atennen, l-'iOiermeu, 
Lightermen, &c. throughout hjs M^jeiiy's Dominion*: 
Upon which Uccafiou culucd thetolluwiug Dcbaie. 
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' Sir John Barnard. 
Sir. 

* I rouft o*n, that the Want of Sailors is very great, gjr John D*r- 1 
He prefcnt Emergency vtiy prcfiing, aud the Suc;c:i iwiJ. 
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Anno tl.<3eo of the War much hazarded by the Difficulty of \fanning 
II. !?}{>■ cur Ships: But the Admioillracion appears to mc neither to 

\my'y~\ti0f aftprotlcmiy in dricovcring fo publicly the Embarrafmemi 
with which nothing but their Mifcondti^l has perplexed 
them, nor jullly in demanditig that their \4i[bkcs (hould be 
repaired at the Expeoce of ihofe who dcfcrre better from 
ihcir Country. 

' The Averfion, Sir, with which the Sailors avoid the 
Service of the Crown, is not, I fear, without julf Rcafonfj 
but thn' the Gentktnen in the Adniintdrntion have beta 
long fenfibk of it, yet, inncad of removing that Averfion 
by Encoaragcmentor Rewards, they ferm to regard it as an 
Obfiinaty thai mull be compelled to Submifliyn, by Lawj, 
(Refiraiin's, Regillera, snd Penalties. Bccaufc rhc Sailors 
claim ihe^common Privileges of ErgJifhmcn, ihetr Covcmorj 
ihink it ncccUary to punifli them for aliVrting their Birth- 
right, by depriving them of the Appearance of Freedom t 
for after iuch a Regllter^ as is proposed, has taken Place, a 
Sailor and a S ave will be Terms of the fame Signification. 

• Nor was it only in the Power of the GovernmeDC tn 
have endeavoured the Reconciliation of the Sailors ; they 
migiit have uicd more expeditious Methods for Manning 
the Fleet. The Marines that have been railed, too lately to 
be of any Service, might with the hmeEtfe have been 
levied looncr ; they might then have been difperft-d in pro*' 
per Propijrtions .'itnong the Crews of our Mtii of War, 
where, by Inllrjction and Example, the Bufinc£s of a cora- 
inon Sailor might have been quickly lesmcd, and oar Mer 
chjnts might flill have had a ujf?icicnt Nnmber of Sailors to 

■ enaWe them to carry on their Bufiners. 

' Thus 6ir it >$ evident, that this Btll is not neceOiiry, (»H 
is become ntcefliiry only by the Fault of tholc that pro)}a(iH 
it. But. fmce pall Errors cannot be recalled, ii mny be pro- 
per toconfider the BiH as it now lies before ui, nnd examine 
jiow fir the Hegabtions intended by it arc adapted to the 
Ends for which it was drawn up, by what Arguments it h 
liippoited, and to whv Objcflions it teems to be expofed. 

• ft is impofltble to hear the Bill read without being im- 
mediately aiarmcd at an open Attack upon the I.iberty of 
many Thoufards, who have doubtlefs the fame Claim of 
Independency with other Britons, a Clzim which they have 
not forfeited by any Crimes, and which [ believe they value 
too highly to give up for any Advantage that can be offered 
chem in Rccompcnce. VVhat Rcafon can be ajligned for 
placing thefe Men in a State which every other Briton 
wouid difdain ? If the Uefign be to propagate Slavery, and 
to rcgiUcr one Clal« of Men after another, let the Sailori 
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at fcaft, be the Uft tliat (hall lofe their Freedom. Let the Annorj.Ceo 
firft Rcgifter be liMed with thedefpicable Name? of Penliun- II- »7iJ'- 
ers, Piacemen, Sycophanli, and Dependants j but let the U/''V^\-./ 
brave, the hardy, tAe honefl Seaman retain hU Liberty, till 
Laxory and Corrapiion, with which the Example of ihofc. 
whom the World calls his Superiors, may io Time mi^ 
him, fhall prepare him for Slavery. ' 

* Let us dwell. Sir. a Ihori time upon the State of a Sea- 
I man, regillcrcd as it is intended by this Bill. He mud ap- 

pear whenever he is fumrooncJ, at all Hazirds, whatever may 
be the Circumilanceiofhis Family, or thcStaic of hia private 
AfTiiri, he mull, in many Cafes, expofe himtelf to (he He- 
naltie» of the Afl. or leave \\h Family at a Time when hia 
Aflirtanccana Direflion are abfolutdy ncccfTiry. He maft, 
if he ftiould by any Mi-ifortune or Negligence, be encum- 
bered with Debt, either fill under the Oilirefles which the 
Breach of ihis Law will bring upon him. or lye at the 
Mercy of his Creditors, perhaps exafperated by long Difap- 
pointnicnt^, or by long Pratticcof Severity hardened in Op- 
preflion. Nor if he ftiould either by fodnllry acquire, or 
receive by Inheritance an imple Forrune, is he in lefs Dan* 
ger from the Bill berorc as; he may be torn from his Pof- 
■feOions, and forced into HarJIhips which no Mitn now un* 
dergoea hut from the Serfe of Kenr or Want ; fo that this 
Bill equally difables a Sailor from avoiding DilUjefs, or en- 
joying Profperity. 

' Such, Sir, give nie leave to repeat it. will be the imme- 
diate Conlequences with regard to our Sailor-;, but che Ef- 
Se£t of this Bill wiJI reach much larthcr. That every Dif- 
couragement of our Seamen is an Injury to our Merchants, 
ii too pl:iin to require Proof j and ind«d what Regard has 
been paitl to our Tradcrj, is apparent from th^t C!.iufc of 
the Bill rhat allows Sailors to be taken from our I'rading V6(- 
feh in America. If che tmhappy Merchants engaged in 
that Branch ol our Commerce, a Commerce far more bene- 
ficial than riU others to the Bricifli Nation, if thdc Men, 
from whofe Labouis we derive all our Wealth, &nd that 
Power which is the Confcquencc of Wealth, have been fo 
unfortuo.ite as to offend their minifterial Superiors, let them 
be panilhed with ;ill the Severity due to fo enormous sn Of- 
fences let their Trade be prohibttet), and tHcrr Ships con- 
fined at Home by a perpetual Embargo, but let us not be To 
cruel as 10 fuft'cr them to fend their Ships to America, and 
. thendcbnr them from the Pofiibility of returning. 

* More need not, in my Opinion, be faid :o (hew haw 
little ihir Bill deferycs our Approbation ; if it fhould tw- 
cointt aLaw, nothing cia be expelled, but that all who ar« 
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I now engaged in the Bufiners of Navigation, will leave their 
Employments rather ihan thejr Liberty. At leafl. Sir, thofe 
Youth whole Years allow them the Choice of their Pro- 
fcfTion. will never doom themfelvea to Slavery; fo that by 
Manning oot Navy in this Manner, wc Jhall pat an End to 
oar Power and our Commerce.' 

William Ptilteney, Efq; 
Sit, 
- ' The Difadvaniagesariringto the Nation hy<MT Tni 
lity to equip our rieet<i with that Expetlition tbat War often 
requires, are, \ And, allowed on botb Sides to be very 
great. I am infficiently convinced of them, and by Con- 
li^qtiencc am of Opinion, that we cannot <lo a greater 
Service to our C"nniry, than by finding out folnc Expe- 
diem by which the naval Power of Great Britain may be 
exerted, wuh no greater Delays than attend the military 
Prcpara;ion! of France or Sp^in, How fir the prefcnt Dif- 
Acuities may be arcribed to the Conduft of the Miniltry, or 
whether they might have been prevented by a more early 
Levy of Marines, I am notable to determine. Bat whatever 
be the Caufe, the F.ffcci may be extremely injurious to our 
I'rade and our Honour; and therefore, Sir, it may not 
be improper to make Ule of fomc extraordinary Means to 
fupply the prefeni Exigence. 

* Nothing could be more for the Honour or Advantage 
of this Nation, than fomc Law whichi might fecure a fuif- 
ficient Number of Sailors for the Service of the Fleer, 
without any Inffadion of their Liberty, or Violation of 
;hcir Ci^fil Rights. But no Man can defend (uch a Scheme, 
as tends to deprive any CUfi of our Fellow-Subjccls of the 
common Privileges ot their Country. Liberty is never to 
be injured, whatever is fufTcrcd or whatever endangered. 

* But fure'y tht; Evil ia no: fo inveterate as to require 
fuch fevere Methods of Cure, furely Rewards may have 
equal Force toailure, as PuniiTiments to affright our Sailors 
into theService of the Crown. Let us rather ha*c Recourfc 
10 any other Expedient than Violence and Compulfion» 
which can only remove our Difficulties for the prefcnt, but 
mull in. reality heighten the dreadful Apprciierfions which 
our Seamen already entertain, and drive them into Che 
Service of oiher Nations. 

* The prefcnt Bill I can neithercntirely approve nor rcjeS. 
ThcQucliions which arife from a cunory Confideration of 
it, are of too much Importance to be negligently deter- 
mined, and iivolvc too many Confequenccs to be foon 
pxuniined in their full Extent. I am coavlDccd that our 
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Ktval F,(bbli(hmenc is yet very imperfeA, and thst fome Anna 13, Geo 
Ipeedy Regulation is required: But whether the Scheme H- i7>P r 
DOW ptopoi'ed dereives the Sanflion cf this Hoafe, a more ^^/t"^^) 
attentive «iio deliberate Survey mull determine. 

• I therefore ukc the Libert;, to propofe that the fecond 
Reading of this Bill may be dcfcrrc<t for a few Days, and 
ihit in the mean time it may be printed, thac every Mem- 
ber may have Leilure and Opportunity to bellow that Con- 
Adcratton upon it which it requires and dciervcs. 

Sir John Norris. 

S I R, 

• The Defign of the Bill now propofed, It i* by no Sir J. Morris. 
means neccflary to explain ; nor can any better Proof than 

our own Experience be demanded, how much the prefent 
Circumftances of tlic Nation require this or feme other 
Bill» by which that Dtlign may be promoted, 'i'he Im- 
portance of the prefent War cannot be denied. We have 
often been told that our Trade and Navigition are at Ha- 
xird, that we are afferting the common Rights of Nature, 
that wc mult now conqjcr or be undone, and that the 
Contett is no: for Honour but for Life. Yet we fuffer our 
Ardour to languifh, and our Menaces to be loft in the Air 
without Execution. Wc have indeed put our Fleets tnCu 
CommifTiun, nominated Cotnmandcrs, and collected naval 
and military Stores ; but thefe Fieeti are y« in the Har- 
bours, and chelc Stores dec<iying without Ufe. For with 
whatever Imporcunity the Nation might call out for War, 
whatever Vengeiince they might {hre;iten, and however 
they might dctcll or defpife the Spaniards, there was, per- 
haps, never fuch an apparent and general DiHIke to the 
Sea-Service difcovered before. Every Hardlhip, every Dif- 
ficulty is preferred before it, and every Expedient praflifcd 
to avoid it. Violence and Kindnefs are equally inefTcdual, 
nor ImprciTcs can force, nor Rewards aliure them to the 
Fleet. 

,. ' What is the Caufc of this Prejudire, and the Evils 
produced by it, perhaps it is now too late to enquire. The 
prefent Exigence, Sir, demands not long retrufpcdive Dif- 
quifitions, but j'pccdy Determinations .md an immediate . 
Henisdy ; which, whether we can exprdt from the Bill 
propoled, muil be confidered by the Houfe. One Objfdtion 
chat will be made to it, an Objeflton very fpecious and 
popular, may be eatily forefeen, and, I think, removed 
with no lefs facility ; uc fhall be lold that it propofes the 
iptrodudion of a French Pradice, a Praflicc ui]lcnovva to 
|he Coalliiuiion of Great firiuin, and that (he Meafurcsof 
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Eimo 14, Gcoarbitrary Governments are not 10 he imitated here. Th« 
'71*' Gentlemen may dtcbim when Reafon h againll them, anj 

V/Y*^^ oppofc Meafures not for their Confequences but for their 
Original. They may condemn a bchemc becauJe it is 
French, and may, perhaps^ be applauded Sot their 2eal, 
by noify FaAion, or unthinking HoncHy ;sbut the cool, 
the prudent, and the loyaJ, will esfily difcern that fome- 
thing more is ncccHary for the Support of Oppofition and 
the Confutation of Argument. By the Profperii/ of tlie 
French [that Profperity with which the prefent Admini- 
Aration has been fo ofien rt-proached) it n evident that 
many of their Mcafares dcferve our Imicacion, and, if 
our Conftitutioa be defedive, is it not one of the great 
£iidsofihi$ AiTcmbly to improve it ? By whom was it ad- 
vanced from its original Imperfection to its prelenc Degree 
of Excellence, but by the lame Powers which are oow cai* 
led upon to aJd one Barrier more to its Security f 

• i own, Sir, that to the Method pioptjfed many Djffi* 
culties may be objf Aed ; the Eloquence of Gentlemen may 
be difplay'd, and their Sagacity exerted in tracing all 
its CoQlequences, and expofing its imagined Tendency. 
But is any Confeqoence to be apprehended from it equal! 
dangerous with the Want of Seamen in Time of War 
Can we-Tu^r by the Execution of this Scheme in any 
Degree proportionate to the Difappointraeni of our Ex- 
peditions, and Lofs of tvcjy Opportunity which the] 
Weakness or Negligence of our Enemies may affard u! ? 

* As every Form of Govern men: fo every Method of' 
Adminiflracion has its Inconvenience, which will always 
be to thofc, who did not propole it, or who propufcd any 
other, the Subjeil of Cenfurc. 

« To try many Expedients upon Emergencies like thif 
is not prafllcable i it feems, therefore, prudent. Sir, to 
put that Method in Praftice which the Experience ofour 
Neighbours proves to have been fucccfsful. That it hat 
been of gresc Ulc to their Government is apparent from 
the Expedition with which their Fleets are Btted out* 
and that Indiriduala have not fuffcrcd by it may be pre-r ^ 
fumed from the Increafe of the Numbers of ihetr Sai^S 
lots, fince that EftabliJhment. Let us not therefore rejeO^ 
any Meafures, becaufe our Enemies have pradlifed them, 
but let us rather employ their own Policies againll tfaeroi 
and lubdue ihcm by the Means that have enabled t' 
40 refill US.* 
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Sir William Wyndham. 

Si r, 

• The Wcakncfs of condemning Meafiircs becaufe they 
•re praflifcd by our JCeighboars or our Enemies, has by *wJYjk! 
the Honourable Gencteman been fvSidcatly expofed ; but 
be either negligently or willingly forgets, thar to recommend 
ihem from their Example only is equally triHing. That a 
Scheme is French can cenaialy be no fuihcicuc Reafon for 
treating it with Contempt ur Deteflation, but that it has 
been executed with Succefs {d France cannot of itfeU prove, 
that It wili be of equal Advantage to this Nation. To re- 
ceive an Alarm at the Propofal of eftabliOiing any Pan of 
the Policy of ablblutc Government* among us. is not the 
Pifcontent of Faction, but the Caution of Experience, not 
ihe Rage of Oppofition. but the Zeal of Integrity. For 
my Part, Sir, if ] know that any Prafiice is countenanced 
in France it will feem at Icall to pro^'e, that :t has no Ten< 
dency to the Adrancemcnt oF Liberty, and Liberty has, in 
all unrorrupt Parliaments, been their hrlt and grcatefl Care. 

* On this Occafiot>, Sir, I beg leave to oblerve that the 
Prolperity of Freemen and of Slaves ij very diifcrent, and 
therefore ii to be promoted by different Means. Th« 
Wretches doomed to live under the Yoke of an arbitrary 
Government, wliofe Properties, whofc Qi^iet, and whofe 
Lives depend upon the Caprice ofa dcfpocic Lord, have but 
one kind of Happinefs to hope for, the Happmers of feemg 
themrctvei more rich, powerful, and formidabhe than the 
Slaves of another Monarch, the Happinefs of feeing their 
Prince courted by hii Neighbours, and themfe+vej honoored 
in foreign Countries, by thofe who feel the Jamc Miferies 
without the fame Alleviation^t. This Htppinels, Sir, poor 
and chimerical as it is, we know to be all that the greatell 
Part of Mankind appears to enjoy i and this Happinefs 
may be promoted by Nfeafures like this now propoJcd to 
oar /mitaiion. Anuniverl'al Regtllerof Sailors may enable 
a Moaarcb to man hts Fleets with Expedition, Expedition 
may procure Succefs, and Succefs advance the Power of his 
People, and by advancing their Power, iticreafe the only 
Happmcii which they dare to hope for. 'I'he AdminiHraiion 
in thole Countries^ lies under no Temptation to make any 
other ufe ol Power than 10 aggrandize their Prince, and pro- 
le^ the People from foregn knemies. They have no Elec- 
tions to influence, nor any Oppofition tQ contend with; 
they have no new Demands of Authority to make, nor any 
D&nger to fear from an opprefl'cd Nation. 

* But the Grcalocfi vi i3ritoo*, the true GreatacJi of 

rational 





C 272 ) _ 

Auto 15, Geo rational Being!, confilts not in Extent of Dominion, not in 
**• ^7JP- (he empty Sound of Viflory and Triumph, not in precaiioiM 
Wealth, nor in the Power of opprefiing othtr*. It conttlb 
in Freedom and Independence, in Privileges not to be for- 
feited but by their own Confcnt. Commerce, Wealth and 
Power, ate lecondary Means of flappinelb, which would, if 
Liberty be loll, be of no Value Liberty is therefore to be 
iirfl lecured, nor are any other AdvaiiLages to be purfued 
but by the Methods coniillcnt with the Rights oK a free 
Nation. m 

* All Happinefs. Sir, is attended with fome Inconve>'f 
niencc ; and Liberty is not to be prclervcd without Cnutlon, 
Anxiety, and Attention. 'J'iie complicated InccrclUof the 
Britons make their Councils more perplexed, and the Ad* 
minillration of their Government more difficult. When 
the French are engaged in a War with Britain , they have no 
Lnemies but the Britons to contend with; all Mcafurcs, 
that can C011 tribute to SucceG, are Calutary and expedient, 
bccaufe they promote the only Happinefs which that Form 
of Government admits of. But the IJritons have many 
Dangers to obviace, and many Enemies to engage ; they 
may, by trulting their Goveinors with unlimited Authority, 
perhaps become more luccrbfal in Wat; but what would 
the Succefs avail them, if ttiat Authority be made ul'c of 10 
enflave them ? ■ 

' The Scheme recommended with fo much Warmth, 1 1 
grant. Sir, is beneHcia] to Fnncr. bccaufe ic pnunoies the 
Power of the Government, and by Ccnftquence the Hap- 
pinefs of that {crviie Naiiuii, which is happy as the Go- 
verument it powerful. 'Ihe Scheme ij. of ul'c in France, 
bccaufe the Government and the People have in reality dif- 
ferent Imerelts i but it would be dcilru^ive here, becaufe 
our People and our Government ought to have the fame 
Intcretl, or if they are ever divided in their Views, the 
Jnterell of the People ou'ght to prevail. M 

• ilaving thus fhcwn, how little the Example of France " 
ought to be regarded ; how little the Meafures of a Go' 
verument ablblute and UDaccountable dcferve the Imiutioa 
of a People, who ifoad of being fubjed to l^ws made by 
ibemfelves ; 1 iliall not cngitgc in fo fupcrfluous a Talk as 
timt of ffit-wing how much the Kvguiation propofed in this 
BiIJ, is inconfiiltrnt with our ConLlitutiqn : furely Nothing 
is more incompatible with Frtcdom and Independence than 
ReJiraint and Cpaipuliion. 

' As to the prcfcnt Situation of our Siilors it is fufiiciently 
deplorable. 'J'h.it hunelt, laborioiis, »nd brave Clalsot Men 
C»wbich we owe a^ll oar Power, our Riches and Reputation, 
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arealmdf expo'cd to Hardfliipi from which crer^ other Annoi), 
Subjtft of Grcat-Briwin is exempt, Thele HardUiipa, Sir, ^^- *'/l9' 
chcdajly Outrages ofati Imprer:) makefufficiently appar-nr. ^-/""^^^ 
Outrages in thrmfeli'es hatefu', and in their CoDicquv ice 
deflruftjve. Outrages, by which Multitudes of the br..- ft 
Subjcfls in Great Britain have been driven to feck foi a 
kinder Treatment from abfolute Princes. Ncr is it to uc 
wondered at, that they have ratber cbofen to li/e where. 
(hey arc only Slaves in common with the rell of the People, 
than where they have the Mortification of feeing tliac 
Freedom which chcy, and they only, are not fuftcred to-en- 

* It 19 not without the warmeft Indignation tTiat an 
hooell Mind can conceive a brave, an induilrious, a free- 
born EngliOinun corn ft-om his EmployHeat. deprived of 
hh Bread, and condcniQ^d without a Crtme to icrve under 
Mailers wfaofel^yranny he abhors, or perhaps tho^e whufe 
Ignorance he defpifes. It ii furcly not without CompTi'- 
fioD, that any Man can fee hire at hit Return from a long 
and hazardous Voyage, farced into new Labfjurs witbojt 
the Intermiflion of s iiDgleDay, and without the Sight of 
his Family, for whom he bad been labouring. Yet futh 
is frequently the Fate of Brltilh Saiiors, and even ibis 
might be, perhaps, forgiven by thcmlclves, if it was the 
Jail Refourcc of a diltrefled People, ihc fiffefl. of inevi- 
ubie and invincible Neccflity. But when it is added to 
ihe Account of tbefe Hardlhips, that they are often the 
Amufcmeuts of Power and Arcs of an Adminiftration to de- 
lude their Country, fiirely nochiog can be more jallly hateful 
and execrable. 

' Wliat is intended by the Bill now proporeJ, but to 1117 
Aifl thofe Hardships by Law which are pra^tifed, at leaft. 
under the Pretence of extraordinary Emergencies? Whac 
can be the immedjate Confequencc of it, but the Slavery 
of thole who moil contribute to Freedom ? And what can 
we expefl. farther from it but that one Encroachment on 
Liberty will make way for another ? 

• That our Fleets are ufclcis without Men, and that from 
oar Fleet* only we can expcd Succcfs in the prefent War, 
does not require to be proved ; nor will it be deny'd that 
the prefent War is of high Importance. But Succefs 
i^aioft the moft fontiidabie Enemy, may be putchafcd too 
dear. There arc, whatever may be the Hon. Gcitlcman's 
Opinion, many Evils which Viflory itfelf cannot counter- 
vail. TheLofs of Fleets, of Armiei.^of Dominions, arc 
lefs dreadful, than th.e Lofs of Liberty. 
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annoi3,G«j. ' But that this War may be faccerifnlly profccuted, 
II. i7jp. (hat the Nation may not fuffer by unfuccelirul Hoftilitic* 

^yY"*S^ after a (hameful Peace, that the Flag of Great-Britain may 
recover its Honour, and her Arms be more Aiccefsful than 
her Politics, it fccms necelTiiry to form fome Scheme for 
reconctling our Seamen to the public Service; but furdy 
they deiervtf fo much Regard from us, that al] gentlo Me- 
thods fliould be tried, with which I for my Part (hall 
readily concur, but I fha!l oppofe every ihing ai a Mem- 
ber of this Houfe to which I fiiould not agree, if 1 were 
inyfelf a Sailor. 
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Sir Robert Walpole. 

Sir, 

* It always portends well to the Succefs of a Delibcratiaq 
when the contending Parties agree upon the Reality of the 
Grievance, and the Nccefiity of redreiling it ; bccauJe both 
Parties, if they be fincere, inuH in Confequencc of their 
Principles endeavour to iind out fome Means cf lupplying 
the Defefls which they acknowledge. The Difficulty of 
Manning our Ships of War, the Delays whicli that Diffi- 
cutty produces, and the Ditappoinimenta that ate the Coo- 
iequcnccsoi thofe Delays, are neither denied nor extenuated, 
The Necefljty therefore of coofulting about the proper Means 
of raifing Seamen with more Expedition, is already ad* 
znitted. 

* The IlardOiips of an Imprefs have been long dwell 
upon, and difpiay'd wi:h ail the Power of Eloquence. Nor 
can it be afBrmed that this Method of raifing Seamen ia 
rithcr cligble or legal. I am not about to aniwer the Ob- 
jeflions s^gainll it, out I ftiall flrengthen them by one more 
forcible, in my Opinion, than all the reft : This Method 
h^3 been found inef^dual and inl'ufficicnt for the Attainment 
of its End. 

* With the Experience of former Reigns, or Wan re- 
xaembcred only in Books, 1 fiiall not weary your Atten- 
tion ; it is too apparent, from our own Oblcivation, th:il 
xhcmoft diligent Imprefs may be eluded, and our Ships of 
War lie iiudive In Port, for Wane of Men, while Multi- 
tudes, well acquainted with the Service of the Sea. lie dif- 
pcrfcd all over the Country, ready to appear and rd'ume 
their Occupation as foon as the Imprefs is iotcrpitted, anj^ 
tiie Demands of the Government fupptied. H 

* Not many Monthfl ago/jthc common Methods had been 
nred, till not another Sailor was to be found : Their knows 
places cf Refuge were all fearched, the River was clear'd, 
jtnd no Suatagem Icfx unpiadifed by which there was the 
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Eeaft Hope of gaining a fingie Mao. Then (he Imprefs AnnOjijCeoi 

was fufpentleti and Prote^ions were granicd. Th:3 Alte- ^^ ^719- 

nuton ol Mearurcs liion made i: apparent, that (here was no 0**^^^^ 

Want of Sailors in the Nation. Thty burft out by Thou- 

faods fn3m their Retreats, and entered into the Service of 

the Traders with more than ufual Eagcrncfs. No lejs than 

lixteen Thoufand received Proieftions from the Admiraity 

for the Service of Colliers and Coalters only. Such it their 

Obllioacy to decline the public Service^ and (o much are 

the People generally prejudiced in their Favour, that the/ 

will always abfcondand will alwiiys beconcc^Ll'd. 

* But that this Practice is to the hft Degree dangerous 
to the Communiiy muti be univcrlaily confeirecl, and that 
the naval Armamerti of Great Britain become far lefs 
afeful toherfelfand Icfi forpiidable to her Enemies, by the 
Delays^ with which they are always cbftrudedr Delays, 
which the Enemy who hai no fuch DiiHcuIty to encoun- 
ter, can always improve tb his Advantage, and which give 
a Superiority to ihofe Powers, which inuft otlierwife be- 
come an caly Conquert. While we aic publifliing Proclama- 
tions, iiluing Warrants for Impreffcs, and gleaning up our 
Sailors by fmglc Men, our Secrets are bciray'J, our Defigoi 
aad oar EoEerprizes defeated. 

■ To what is it to be attributed that the naval Power of 
France bu been fo ruddetity incrcafed ? Wc have mure 
Ships of War, more OSicers of Experience, ind a far 
greater Extent of Commerce. What then can Urns make 
them| formidable at Sea, but the Facility with which 
they can equip their Fleets i It is to fmnll FurpoCe to 
build new Ve^els. to call new Guns, and endeavour to 
aJloniOi Europe with an EDumeratioD of our Fleets. Such 
Boalts will in a thort Time loie their Effcd, and be dif- 
covered to be nothing more than empty Sounds, the Farce 
of War, aud the Menaces of Impotcuc-. To allert.ihe 
Empire of the Sea, a Port of our Dotuiniuus of the greateft 
Value, wc mull not only have Ships but Sailors; Siitsri 
ready to obey out Call, and rulh out on fudden Expe- 
ditioDs, 

• How much fuch a Regulation would add to the natural 
Advantages of our Situation and our Coalls, how much our 
lofluencc would be iocrcafed, and our Power extended by 
it, no Genileman in this Houfc can be ignorant . nor, in- 
deed, have any of the Opponeais of this Bill denied the 
Jmporunce of the End prtpoled by it. Thofc that have 
argued againit it with the greateft Warmth have confidcrcd 
it as an InvaGon of Liberty, an Attempt to fubjcit the 
Sailon 10 RcllraiJits aod Penalties, to which all other firitons 
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A nnoi},G€o are Strangers, i Confideration that has produeed many pa- 
U. i7}p. thctic Exclamations, and affefling Defcriptions, many fc- 

^/'^/'"^J vcrc Infinuaiions, and zealous Outcries, wliich may, perhaps, 
have fomc immediate Effe£l upon the Hearer, but foon eva- 
pornie aod give way to Renfbn and to JaflicCt anrf, I think* 
it has not yec spfiearcJ that Rc&fon or Juftice are againft the 
Bffl. 

• The melancholy Reprefentation that has been made of 
the unhappy State of a rcgiftcrcd Seaman, owes every Cir- 
camftance of Terror to the Suppofition thctthc Powers pro- 
pofed by this Bill to be granted to the Adminlty, will be 
ill-employed j a Suppofition, which the Conduil of the 
Gentlemen eniruftcd with that Part of the Admtniftration, 
has matJc, if not wholly improbable, at lead uniieeeffary^ 
nor has it been proved that this new Authority is fuch aa 
Would bring wiih it any Temptation to abofe it. 

• Why any Man fhould be exempt from Obi igations ta 
ferve bis Country it will not be eafy to fhew ; and what clfe 
75 required of Sailors by this BilJ, than that they be ready 
to ferve their Country when hwfully reqaired i If they are 
laid under any particular Penalties upon RefofaT, it is only 
becaufc thCir Service is more frequently nectfliry, and upon 
more important Occsfions, and thctr Hardfhipi. if the Re- 
flraints piopofed in this Bill deferre that Name, is a tacir 
Acknowledgment of their Ufefulnefs, and an honorary Dif- 
linflion of thofc \fcn who contribute itioft to the Safely and 
Profperity of Britain. 

• There is no Calumny that I lefs deferrci and very few 
that I would more carefully aroid, or morezealoafly-confote, 
than that of being an Enemy to the Sailors, that brave Clafa 
of Men to whom we are indebtedTor thcHonoors of War and 
ihc Ornaments of Peace, who equally enrich and defend 
their Country, and merit tqnally onr Regard as Soldiers, and 
as Traders. Far, thercffire, is it from my Inclination to ex- 
pofc them *o any other Difficolties than ihofe rhai naturally 
arife from their adventurous Profcfltcm i 6tr be it froin me to 
brand ihofe Mea with ^'fa^kf of Infemy, whofe Induihy 
procures us with moll of the Pleafurcs of Life, and wbofe 
Valour fecures the Enjoyment of them, from being embit- 
tered with Apprehenfionsof foreign Power. 

• The Inconveniences thst may enfnc from this Aft, wiH 
be b:iL»nccd by fame Advantages: The Powers now pro 
pofed, may be exerdfed in fuch a manner, as, to make the 
Yoke, fo much dreaded, hardly felt ; when the Regulationa 
are once tflablifhcd, and the Prejudices of Novelty are worn 
away, the Sailors will find the Aiteration of their Condition 
karcely ftrccpiiblc> except on particular Occafions, fuch 
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Occafions astre,evenin their prefent Scite, already fupplicd Annon.Gto 
by extraordinary and violent Methods. II J7jp. 

' Let it be however admitted, that, after this Bill fhall be V-ZSr^fc^ 
ptflerf, the Condition of a Seaman will be fomewhat Icfs 
eligible than at prcfcnt, that he will be lefs Mafter of his 
own AAionv, and more fubjcfled to the Powers of the Go- 
rernment than other Englifhmen : I do not, even upon this 
Conceffion, dilcovcr either the lojullice or Unreafonablenefs 
of this Bill ; f cinnot chink it unrea-fonable that fome Mea- 
Itires (hould be taken for the Secarity of the ^fatio^, for the 
Efficacy of our Arms^ and for the Honour of the Crown; 
aTid I think the Judkre of that Maxim which declares the 
Prefcrvation of the Public to be the ftrongcit Iaw, has never 
been yet contmverced. 

• That fome Expedient of this kind 11 now neceffary for 
the Benefit of the Public, and may foon become neceffary 
for its Prefcrvaiion, is evident and uncontel\ed, but from 
what Caufe this NecefTity arlfei, has been made a Queffton ; 
n has been imputed by an Honoarable Gentleman to the 
Negligence of the Admintllration, and tbe long Delay of 
levying Marines, which he imagined might have fupplied 
the Place of Sailors. Bat he forgets that there is no Effi- 
cacy in the Name of Marines that qualihee Men. raw and 
unexpcritrnced, tho^ rajfed under that Denomination, to aft 
with Rcadincfs and Dexterity in a Sea-Engagement; Ma- 
rines, uriacquninted with the Sea, will z& but like mere 
Liodmeo, and the Nation that trutts her [honour and Secu* 
rity to fuch VVarriours, is cxpofcd to Hazards, from which, 
1 hope, Great Britain will always be fecure. The Marinet, 
whatever Period he may affign as the proper Time for raif- 
ing them, mult have been yet Strangers to more than half 
their Difciplinc, however carefully inltrufted, or however 
diHribnced among abler Seamen ; and their Ignorance 
would have given our Enemies a Sopcriority, which their 
own Brivery, however exalted by themtclvcs, or their Poli. 
tics, however magniiicd by fome of our own Countr^men^ 
could never procure thera. 

* It feems more rationat to &n<X the yt>iing and unflcilful 
Seamen to our trading VeffiHs, which Iwve fewer Dangen 
to fear, and fewer Enemies to contend with. A Man, who 
has pra^ifed the Bufinefs of Navigation but a ffiort time, 
may tnanage the Sails, and go before the Wind, when be 
hasnochingto perplex his Thooghtsand diflurb his Labour, 
or has nothing, however, to oppofe, but the Winds and 
the Waves; but much greater Addreff, much longer Prac- 
tice ii reqaircd to govern a Ship In a Day of Battle, where 
the Suatigems of aa iSnemy ace to be defeated, momentary 
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AnnoijjCtro Dangers to hi avoided, and fudden OpporhiDities to be 

11. I7;p. fnaicbed, when the ]ea.ti Ncgligenceor OmiiTion, cannot bo 

^•^y\^ repaired, and Skill as well as Courage mail decide the Day. 

* li we fuppofe, in oppofition to Rcafon and Hxpeti- 
encc, that the fame Ability is necelTiry io the Service of 
the Merchants as in thac oi the Crown ; Let it be cooG- 
dercd whether the Nation will fuffer more by cbe Mifcar- 
riagc of Trading Veffels. or of the Royal Fleet i whtther it 
u not bcticr tnai. Traffic fliould be for a Time obitrufled, 
than that our Fiec:s, by which that Traffic is prcferved, 
fliould be ruined or endangered ? 

* It is therefore evident that Siilars. and none but Sai- 
lors, are required to fert'e on board our Ships of War ; and 
to procure a certain, coniiani, and ready Supply of Sailors, 
is the fole lotention of this Bill ; an Intention of too much 
Conlequencc to admit of belngimpedcd by aniU-tioied Re- 
gard for the Eife of particular rerions,or a popular Afie^ta- 
lion of Tcndernels for Liberty. 

' If Example were of any Weight, ! could urge tbtf! 
Example of a Nation jealous of Liberty, and prudent in 
the 1 ranfadion of Affairs, a Nation whole Succefs is a fufii 
cient Juitilication of their Maxims. I'he £>utch, when 
ihey are engaged in War, or upon Occa£on (it out a Fleeti 
are always careful that their Ships of VVar are well provided 
with Sjilors, before their Merchants are at Liberty to admit 
any into their Service. That the Importance of Trade is 
wellunderllood by the Dutch was never doubted, but it ap* 
pears by this Pradlice, that they hold it more advantageous 
to profpL-r in War than in Commerce; their Embargoea 
are therefore laid without Relaxation, and without Dillioc- 
tion. nor is afmgle Veflel difmid'ed from iheir Harbours till 
their Armament is comftlcte. 

* This appears tome a (ufficicnt Proof, that Trade cannot 
ftiffer by a vigorous Profecutton of the War» at Icall, as it 
mail fuffer in Prnportion to the Doration of the War, Ihoib 
Methods by which V'i^ry and Peace will moil fpeedily be 
attained wiU prob:tb1y injure it lead. 

■ But if the Example of our Neighbours is not fuffiticnt 
to influence our Conduft, let us review the Ptocedare of our 
Coanrrymen in a Time which every Engliihman- is proud 
at the Remembrance of. In our late War with Erance, 
that War whicli an Honourable Gentleman propofed laieljr 
as the Model of our prefent Uiideriakings^ among other 
Expedients fur promoting the Sacccfs of the Britilh Armiy 
an A£l wai palled relating to our Sailors, by which our 
Trading Vcffela were allowed no more than one able Seaman 
afid one Soy to too Tons, beiides the Alatier, Mate, and 
— Carpenter, 
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Carpenier, nor did even this A'lowance, fparing as it may Arnon.Qco. 
item, exiend to Veffels of more iban 300 Tuns. ni7ip. 

* Such are tlic Rcafoni, luck is the Jullicc of this Bill, '^-/^ "N-^ 
9nd fuch is the Cooducl of oor wiien Neighboun, and foch 
lias been our own in our moil happy Time;, when our Policy 
and ojr Arms were equally the Terror of the World i whe- 
ther this Example Ihall be now fuUowrd mull be left to the 
Determina:ion of ttie Hoafe, only let me entreat thofc Gen- 
tlemen that fliall declare their Difapprobition of the Bill 
row before us, not to give way to fotcign Reflexions, inju- 
rious Infmuations, or undeicrminfite Cenfiires, and general 
Exclitmauons ; the lonportacce of the Quedion demands a 
difierent Behaviour. It is now enquired, whether oor Arms 
fiiall afTeri our Claim to an open and uninterrupted Nariga. 
tion; whether our Trade ftuU be protefled, our Fhg bo- 
Doared, and our Injuries redrefTed ; whether our Menaces 
fltatt raife Terror or Contempt, and our BcclHrniion of 
War, difcover our Power to Kuropc or our Folly. It is 
now cnq<:ired, whether our Fleet fh^naHcrt the Dominion 
pf the St:a, or remain in our Pqrts for Want of Sailors ? 

* Surely the raoA unprejudiced and ferlous Deliberation 
is necelTary un this Occnfion, and, that every Gentleman in 
this Houfeinay have an Opportunity of coofidcnng it at Ici- 
iurc, with the Attention which it mut) be confeHed to de- 
serve i and form fuch Schemes as m:iy fecurc the Trade and 
Honour of the Nation, without any Invafion of the Liberty 
H pf particular Pcrfons ; I willingly add my Voice to the 
B Honourable Member's Propofal, that the Bill be printed, 

■ and the fecond Reading delayed toa proper Time.' 

■ Samuel Sandys, Efq; 

m 

B^ ' A'l that can be urged in favour of fuch an EHabliftiment, SamuelSandj-* 
as is propokd by this Bill, has been produced by the Right ^iki 
Honourable Gentleman ; all the Force of Eloquence, and 
all the Dexterity of Argumenration have been employ'd 
pn thii Occasion, and migitc perh^ips have produc'd greater 
EfTeds, had they not been deprav'd by lome of the Arti- 
jice» of Sophiliry, and Frauds of Mifrcpicfentation ; for 
nothing is more certain than that the Number of Seamen 
10 whom PrctcXtors are reported to have been granted 
was roagnitied beyond the Truth. Sixteen (houl'and Pro- 
tc&ions might perhaps be gratiied, but not all of them to 

P Sailors, the arbitrary Pradiccs of the Officers^ enirulled 
irith dcfpottc Authority by Warrants cf Tmpref?, has 
inade it necedary for others lo prccure Prote^ions, forth^ 

I Security of what no Man has a right of violating, their 
Pcrfoai 



Annojj,Geo. Perfonsand their Liberty : Not only our Sailors Tiavc been 
. ^;J!i*' dragg'd out of our Trading V«ffcls, but Pafl'cngere, Strangen 
^*-^^f\^ to the Arc of Navigation, have been hurried aw.?y without 
Boy Refpeft to their Remonllrances however reafonable, 
or lividence however clear. PalTengers, thcrefcre, have 
thought Protedions neccHary, and to Paflcngersa third pari 
of thofc Proicftions were probably given. So that the 
moil plaufible part of the Argument is much weaken'd, 
and indeed, the whole will foon fall before a Arift Exami- 
nation. 

* With regard to ths Sailors, it is only urged in tb« 
Extenuation of the Hardlhips impofed upon [hem ; that tbefl 
Power of the Admiralty may be exerted in fuch a M3nnein| 
fis to be lefs grievous than is feared : But what makes the 
Diflcrcncc between a Slave and a Freeman, except that the 
Happinefs of one is in hit own Power, and that of the 
other in the Hand of his Mailer ? I hope every Briton 
will think himfelf miferable whenever he may be made 
miferable at the Choice of another. 

* With regard to the Neceffitics of the Public, if oar 
Af^rs require that part of the People ftiould be made Slaves^ 
J do not fee how thofc that have been entruficd with the 
Adminillratinn can be cleared from the Charge of intro- 
ducing Slavery ; and if one ClaTs of VIen mull be facTi6c*d, 
every Man will *:ndcavour to exempt hirafcif and his P-oIle- 
riiy from that unhappy Number 

* This Bin will be particularly dreadful to thofe MetJ 
that ply upon the Inland Rivers, Men very ufcfuJ to the 
Community, snd beneJicial to Trade, but who never faw 
xhc Sea, and have the fame Apprehensions of it with other 
Landmen ; thele will foon be driven from their Calling 
by the Dread of fuch coercive Liws, and puc an End xo all 
the Advantages which navigable Waters produce to tbe 
Nation.' 

The Bill was then ordered to be printed, agreeable to 
Mr. Pulteney's Motion. 

Ordered, that a new Writ be ifTued oat for electing a 
Knight cf the Shjrc for the County of Lincoln, in the 
room of Sir Thomas Saunderfon, now Earl of Scarboroogb. 

A Motion was made, and the Queflion being put, that 
an Account be laid before the Houfe. of what Ships hare 
been eontraded for to be built in Merchants Yards, or 
bought by the Commiflloncrs of the Navy for His Maje- 
lly'i Service, from Chrillmas 1738 to Chriftmas 1739, and 
by what Authority ; dirtinguiftiirg the Prices of each Ship, 
and what has been, or is propofcd to be laid out upon iny 

of 
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ihcm. to fie them for ihe S?mce for wLich lUey areAjinj'M.C". 
j/itciiJcd ; it paiTed in the Negative. V^r^j 

The 7ih. Agreed to ihc Report otVellcrday's ReroIutioM ^^ ^ ^^ 
[on the Supply, viz. 

Rcfolved. That 2z,83o/. tq t. z i/. be granted for Monv planted 
fj3c/rayiog chc Charge of General aod SistfOfficcrs fur 174.0. ro Ha.ipar ■ 
I That 34,587/. be granted fbr reduced Officers of Hi& [JJ^^J^-^j^^^^"^* 
^!^Iajefly*« Laiid Forces and Marines for 1740. ol Georgia, 

Tb:ii 4000 /. be granted for ihc furtlicr rctcling and itn- 
fproving the Colony of Georgia in An erica. 

The 5th. Ordered out a new Writ im elcding a Knighc of 
he Shire for the County of Ox'ofd, in room of Hcary 
Perrott, Efquire* decea^'d. 

Alfoa new Wric for the Borough of Borealflon :n the 
Coanty of Devon, in room of %}ir i-'r:incis Henry L)xake, 
l^art. dccca&^d. 

Read a cnird time, and palTed the Bill for indcmairrmg 
[per forts, who have omitted to qualify themlclves for OAces 
aud Employments, within the I'imc limitsd by Law> aod 
/or allowing a further Time for that Purpofe. 

It was moved that an A^ made in the 16th and 17th 
I Year of the ReJgn of King Charles 11. intitted. An Afl for 
. regulating the Meafures and Pricei of Coals ; and alfo the 
J fecond Seftion of an A& made in the 7th and 8th Voar 
[of the Reign of K. William 111. whereby the (aid Afl was 
mide perjictual, might be read; and (he lame being read 
i accordingly, 

Refolvcd, Nemine conlradicente, That fuch Gentlemen Vote nehring 
of this Houle, who arc of His Majclly's moll Ijonuurabic to the Mta- 
Privy Council, do humbly addrefc His Vinjeay. that He^JT^^.*">^ 
will be gracioufly picaied to caulc Direfiions to be given Coiilt° 
to the Lord Mayor, and Aldermen of the City of London, 
and the Jullices of the Peace of tfic iwo Citiea of London 
and Wellmmtler, and wnhin the Liberties thereof, that 
they do forthwith, and eff'-ilually pin the Law in Execu- 
tion for regulating the Mciturcs and Prices of Coal**, 

Ordered, That the jullices do lei; tliit the Scavengers 
keep the Paifagei through the Streets free and open iroi^ 
' all NuUnccs wliatfoever, ^^. 

Ordered, That the Juftices for the City and Liberty of 

SVcli- 
Vol. VJ. Oo 

• S»ff, This nvat in the Tine tf the f^ani Fr^, lehih 
tajlid/rsia DtntiAer z\ih„ 1739. to t'ebru^ty zoM, 1739 40. 
W)r« the Hurijltrj bud rifrn Ccn/t rn 2 s. f^ Bvjhet. The 
TcaiHft ivas Jyoxeti ovti- /tr ff^vrrai H^etit, awj iru-'ef tvat 
/»/J ahnt th S/ftifi, m Mill f/tJ ta ie, at id. ptr Fir/tin, 
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Attnn II, Gee Wenmindcr. do give Order to th« proper Officen to cteir 
IL »71»- the sirens of all jdle anil 6iioi6er\y PcrlOM* who daily in' 
V-/'''Y"N^ fti\ the fiine under Prcteace of asking Charity, i^fc. 

Re.id a lecond ttaie, a Bill to prevent Jnconvemenciei 
which may arife front nstuniizing Pcrfcms* uho Hialt OM 
continue to lefiiiC within Mis Miijelly's Dominions. 

Ordeied divers Ferfons in Cultody of the Serjeant at 
Arms for conatcrfciting Members NameSj by fraukiog * 
lAtten. 

The nth. Mr Comptroller reported His Mvjclty's Al 
fwer to their AddicU of Friday, that he would gire 
icdions accotdingly. 

Agreed 10 the Report of the Bill to explaiD and ameo 
an Ad ill C^eeii Anne, for the cffe^ual preventing tii 
AbufcA and Frauds employed m the working up the Wo 
lea, Cotton. Iron, &c. Manuradures in ihis Kingdoa 
with the AraendmcDts; and it was ordered lo be crgiolled,]^ 

Bead a itrlt time a Bill to reftj-dio aod pievcnt (he ex* 
ccffive lacieaie of Hurcc Races, 

A Mc<^djEC '^^c Huufe being in a Comniitte, and Mr. Fane in the 

from hii Mi' Chair, Sir Robert vValpoIc acquainted the Committee, that 

jcity, r<rUtin8 he had a Meiraac lo cuinmumtate, iignrd by his Majcily, 

wmch having read m his Place, the Ciuirnun received it, 

uha read it io the following Terms. 

George Rex. 

•* His Majeiiy, in further Profecuiion of the juil 

** necefiary War in which he is engaged, having under 1)1 

** ConlJccratioQ certuio Mc^fuics which ufill occafioo foi 

** cJicraordinary Expenccs not comprehended in the 

*< mate bid before tltis llouie, bopea, from che known Z< 

•' of his friitJtful Commons, that he fhull be enabled ia< 

•• uu the Ume in the utoU ilTedlual luanocr.*' 

Spccchts The MelTage being thus read, a Member rofe and fpolte 

th<rre< n never 35 follows, 

I in Print Iw- 

K fore. S 1 a, 

H * I tliall be the laft Perfon in this Hotife to oppofe the 

^H jull Demands of the Crown now, at a 'i'iu.c ^yhen hj5 Ma- 

^M jclty has, contrary to tiie declared Seatimemi of thoie who 

^M ure fuppofed mot! to influence hit Councils, fo fir heaikened 

^1 to the Voice of his injured Sutjcds as to enter ioio a Vtu 

^1 With the Power whica fo long inlulted and provoked this 

^B Nation. When I Jay this, Sir, I hope I need fay no oioro 

^H to convince Gentlemen tb^ti my riiing up, at preienc, pro- 

^^^C ccedifiom no DeJign [ have tu crabarraf* the Mcalurcs dut 

^^^■^ hit Mfjelfy in?y tiave uuder hi> Cuniideratioa : Ai 1 am 

K. ^ 
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unxcqirainted wuh the Kaiure of them, it is my AnnorjCto. 
, ,„ prefumc that they are for the Honour and Safety of *^Tjp- 

Grear Britain. Far lefs, Sir, do I imrnd to throw to any OOTN.^ 1 

Ohjeftion to our agreeing to the Import of tliii MelTage, 

Nay, if any Gentleman, Sir, flioald be of Opinion that it 

is eitner anjuti or aofcaronabte, I would beg leave tooppofe 

him. 

■ I therefore rife op. Sir, to (hew my Readlnefs to com- 
ply with this Dernand. I know how mmy anf jrefeen Acci- 
denrs ard Exigencies maf hippen in the Courfc of a War 
like this; I know bow nccrflfkry ic is to the Succcfs of it 
(hat his Majetly (liould be (upported both with the Counte- 
nance and Purfes of his Subjects; and I know. Sir, how 
readily our not <omptying with the Demands of the Crown 
at this Junfture. would be pleaded asan F.xcufe for an inglo* 
Tious fnd onfuccelsful Maniigcment. Erfides, Sir, f have 
annther Keafon for our agreeing to this Demand, and that 
i% becBofc I am willing to fncourage Mtafures of this na- 
ture, »<; it prevents the dcAruftive Method wtiirh both 
Hoafes have lately too much faUen into cf Voien of Credit. 
Tbefc, Sir* tend to make the Mmiltry Mailers of the 
Purleiof this Nation : and every Vote of Credit, which we 
give to the Crown, is a temporary Sufpenfion of our own 
Power, When his Majefty, Sir, (ends a Meffjge in (fait 
manner, he aiks tor (o much Money upon /\ccoiiiit, and the 
MmiHer is to be charged with whatever is granted, which is 
limited to a precife Sum. Therefore, Sir, whcii wc comply 
with a Demand of ihiskind from the Crown, we know what 
we arc doing; the MeaTuren for which the Sum is granted 
moft be laki before the Koufe; the Hoofe if Judge how far 
theic Mealures require fuch a Sum, and the MiniUry is an- 
fwerable for tlie Application. 

• However, Sir, J am far from thinking, l>ut that a MI- 
nifter who has iludied a little Theology, may find m^ans to 
make op his Accounts in fuch a manner ^s to babble the 
Public in a great Pirr nf the Sum that i* granted, and that 
is 10 be accounted for from the Difbttrfcmeutsthat have been 
made at the public Offices. Gentlemen may remember the 
onJDil Steward in the Gofpel, who had tvojfeti his Majltrs 
Cruli, and when he was brought to Account, he goes to 
one cf bis Matter's Debtors; How much, favs be, do 
you owe my Lord * A handtpd Me*rore». Then write 
down Mf;v. Now, Sir, 1 don't fee whtl is to hinder, bat 
that a MiniHer who is Xm Prince's and the Natiun'i Stew- 
ard, may do the fame thing. His Account for a Sum 
that if granted for .1 particular Service is to be given into 
ti>B Ho ufc i he knows how much they are d(.£dcQr, and 
O 2 bow 
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■*nnoij, Geo how ill the^Motiey has been applied. Therefore be goes to 
*^7iP- the Navy-Ofiice, What have your Difburfcnfents been? 

^"^▼""^^ Twenty Thoul'and Pounds. Then take your Bill and write 
thirty. He goes to the Viftual ling- Office, What is the A- 
mount of your Bill i Forty Thoufand Pounds. Then write 
fizty. In fliort, Sir, there is nothing more eafy th&a for a 
Minifter, who has as much Senfe and Cunning as this uujaft 
Steward had, to make up hiS Accounu fo as to put a fixth, a 
fifth, nay, a fourth Part of the Sum granted upon Accmidc 
into his own Pocket. We all know, Sir, very well, five or 
fix Years ago, when fome Navy-Accounts were examined in 
this Houfe, what Frauds appearol; how intricate every - 
Article was; what prodigious Trouble and Time it cofl the 
Houfe before we could underlUnd jtliem, and how ineffedual 
all the Pains and Trouble we had been at was when it came 
to a Vote. But, Sir. I don^t intend that this fhould dilcon- 
rage Gentlemen from agreeing to this Demand, X only men- 
tion it, that they may be upon their Guard as to the Appli- 
cation of what we may grant, and that they may not be 
Surprized Into an Approbation of Accounts, efpeciall/.as we 
are now at fo immenle an Expenc;, before they are fuHy 
canvafled. For my own Fart, Sir, as I am by no means 
againfl our complying with his Majelly's Bemand, I exped 
to be heard, if I defire, as a Member of thj^s Houfe, to be 
fatisfied as to the Application of the Money that is granted. 
* But tho'vl have po Exception to the Demand itfelf, I 
have very weighty, very ilrong Exceptions, Sir, at the man- 
ner in which it is brought into the Houfe. We are to con- 
fider. Sir, that we are but one Houfe of Parliament; and 
that there is another -Houfe of higher Jurifdidionthan this. 
A Houfe, Sir, that the Wtfdom of our Ancellors has fixed 
as the proper Barrier betwixt the afpiring Privilege and en- 
croaching Prerogative. The Power of granting Money 
indeed is what is now vefled In this Houfe j b.11. Sir, give 
me leave to fay, that it is a Power that the other iioufe have 
never yet direftly and explicitly given up. I don't fpeak 
this, Sir, as if J thought that we ought to regard any Claims 
they have of that kind, but becaule, as they don't conteft 
what we apprehend to be our Privilege, fo we ought not to 
endeavour to deprive them of what is juftly and indJfputably 
theirs. We don't find, Sir, the Houfe of JLords difputing 
with us the Right which we have to be Judges of the Mo- 
ney that is granted ; wedon*t find them infifting upon their 
Right to judge of it as well as we ; and therefore. Sir, we 
ought not to think of depriving them of their Right to judge 
of Meafures. The prefent Meifage, Sir, mentions Mea- 
f^:e5, aad demands Money far carrying on thefe Meafurea. 

Now, 
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Now, Sir. th(y I thirilc it was right to make as Judge of ihcAnro 1;, Ge* 
Money, yet it would have been rcoTonablc thatchey Oiould ll--i7}p- 
be made Judges of the Mcilurcs. This, Sir, » a Right V^^Y*^^ 
that we have no Occailon id be jealous of; for white t^'e axe 
Judges of the Money, we can always make ourfelves Judges 
of ihc Mcafuics; fince if wc don't think (he Mcafure^ for 
which the Money is demanded of fuffioent Imporr^ncc, we 
are at Liberty either entirely to refufe.it. or to grant it very 
Iparingly. 

* ] am forry to fay it. Sir, bot T perceive that of late 
very hctle Defercrvce has been paid to (hat llouf'e; all Ap- 
pltcstjons have been made to ihts, and wc are even dilUn- 
guilhed, Sir, with having the 6ni Minillcr one of oitr Num- 
ber. This lloute therefore, Sir, lia$ been the Channel 
thto' which moft of the national JLibcrality has flowed 1 and 
wc have not. for thefe twenty Years part, fuffered one Vote 
oi any Confeqacnce to pafs contrary to tlie Sentiments of 
the Minillry. Now, Sir, tho' I am asjealouiof the Rights 
and Privileges of this tfoufe as any Man living, and tho* I 
would part with every thing fooner than beaccefl-iry to any 
Steps that migit: tend to diminiJh thum, yet give me leave 
to Ly, Sir, tbat Uie belt ind the I'urcJl way to preferve ihcm 
is, by fufiering every Branch of the LegiJlature to have its 
due Infiuence in all public Occurrences, If a difpropor- 
tiondbie Weight of Power ftiould ever be tlirown into our 
Scale, Sir, it will be the firll thing chat xvill undo us. ll is 
by the proper Ballance that 11 prefervcd in the fcvcral 
Powers of the CbniUtutian, chat our Liberty alone can be 
prdcr\ed. 

' Now, Sir, give me leave to fuppofe thst the other 
Houle ihall find fault with this Mcflige becaufe it was not 
communicated to them . if tliat they Ihjll lay, the C'bminons 
ought indeed to have been confjlted upon the Supplies that 
were receflary for the Meifures his Majcily has uniJcr hi.t 
Coniidcnition : they have a Right to determine of the \Va.y*^ 
and Means to railc thefe Supplies} but furely it was our 
undoubted Right to be m.ii^e acquainted with the Meafurcs 
ihemfelvei. I fay. Sir, iuppofiog the other Houfc (hall rca- 
fon in this manner, and come to fbme violent Refolutions 
upon that Neglect ; have not ihey. who have advii'ed his 
Majeily ro this Step, a great deal to anfwer for to the 
Nation, if, at this critical Junflare, any bad Confluences 
fhali enl'ue? The Prudci.ce indeed, which the other Houfe 
tasalA'ays discovered, and their known ^cal fur bisMajclly's 
.and the Narion'ft Inicicll, will. 1 don't doubt, prevent them 
Jrocn coming to any Ejctremity : but, as hinted bcfore> Sir,' 
we osght, fvr our own iakca, to take Care (hat the other 

Jloule 



1 H, Cco Hftfjfe has its proper Weight in all public Dclilwmtlon?. 
JI. iTi^ Whether they have had it of late. Sir, I don't prefume co 
^/"V^y derermtne; only I know that I have often been at a very \ 
great hafu to know when they were to fit, or If they were 
fitting at all. I baveafked, I believe, in one Day. of a do- l 
rcn i'cople, li the Houfc of Lords fitting? We don't 
know. Do yoa know if they f*i ycllerday ? No. Do 
you know when they arc to fit ? No, In fhon. Sir. I could 
not learn till 1 fleppcd lo their Door-keeper, and men be 
might perhaps tell me, that ihey had fome Caufe to deter- 
mine, orfomc Matter of Property, upon an Appeals to fct- 
tic ; bat othcrwifc there was no more Talk ot them, tha^H 
there is of the Convocation. ^| 

* Having faid thui much, Sir, t can't he]p patting the 
Houfc in mind of the Praflice of firmer Minillrics, when 
any unforcfeen Mealure, rot provided for, and not compre- 
hended in the Eilimutes laid before this HouTr was entered i 
intoi the Sovereign then, Sir, came to the Houfc of Lonlnfl 
fent to require the Attendance of the Commons, and infl^ 
Speech from the Throne, informed the Parliament of his 
Demand: And if the Meafares for which it wa? to be 
granted were of a Ucret nature, as in lime of War they 
commonly are, the Parliament without any more to do 
complied. The Houfc of Lords addrefT^d the Crown, rx- 
prciling their Reidinefs to fupport his Majelly in the Mra- 
lures he (hould undertake, and the Commons immediately 
fet about finding Wayt and Means for raifing the MoT'cy 
demanded. Anorhtr Method of proceeding. Sir, in fuch 
Cafes as the prefent, was by fending a fcpiratc Meffr^ to 
both Huufes, of the fame nature with thai which the Right 
Honourable Gentleman has communicated now. Either of 
thefe Methods, Sir, would have been parliamentary j but I 
can by no means agree, thst the Method iti which this De- 
mand has been made is fo. 

* The King, Sir, has betn this ScCion at the Howfe of 
I^rds; and it couU no: have col* the MinilVry a great deal 
of Trouble, had they advifed his Ma}elly, ftfter he had 
jiven his Afl'ent to the Bills that were ready, fo have 
(juatnied both liovk* from the Throne of the Import of f 
Meflage. This Method. Sir, would h;ive been unexc^ptn 
•Wc i it could have given Rife lo no Difference betwixt tl 
the twoHoufesi a jurt Regard wis had to esch ; the Lo: 
wauld have judged of the Meafures, and we of the MofieJJ 
If his Mfljetty had not thought proper to have communl- 
c«ed the Meafures to them, I dare lay, their known Pro- 
flcncc and Zeal would haveentlrcly relyedupon his Majelly's 
Wildomaod Roynl C^e<. We, oo tbeother hand, wodA 
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TiAlik* mxBMr kav£ beeo ^iiisfied, sod iniai<di&teJy fetcled Anro it.OiA 
] |j>e proper Sum aod Dia&ner of raliiog ic U. if )#• 

L *, Huwoaiural is it, Sir, hr the l-oids, when tb«y meet. V.^/'-'V^^ 

fja our BilU of Supply, tvich a Sum greater Uian what ii 
Iconuiii'd in the £itiiDat«s given in, to be »c a lola for 
I wiut end this Sum was granted. Suppolicg, Sir. wc graoi, 
an ConTet^utnce of ihi^ M<nage, blty. a bundled, two 
liundfcil ihoulaod Pounds Mbca ibir Money Bills arecar- 
licd up to the Houie of Lords, ihcy immcdiacely perceive 
that there is (o much Money grau:::c! more than the 
CUJmBtcs amount to i how Ih^dl ihcy know Sir for what 
cod this Money is granted i TJiey c&a h&ve ao DircAioa 
in the Body cf the Bill.' 

Mr. Scroop. 

S t K, 
' 1 beg Pardon fjr interrupting the Honoanble Gentk^ Mr. Scroop. 
fflon, but 1 peiccive be itina AlUiak« ; and 1 believe he will 
forgive mc when I inform him that there will be in the 
Bill of Supply a Claufe of Appropriation for this very Sum, 
which wilt fc: the Lords right, as to the Reatona of 
granting it.' 

The Member then went on. 

S I R, 

* lam ohlig'd to the Honourable Gentleman; but that 
does not at atl invalidate what 1 was zoing to obferve ( 1 
fay. Sir, how ifaall the Lords know U» whiit Re^futi thij 
Money was granted .' By the Claulie of Apprcpriattun, fays 
the Honour.tble Gentleman. But, fay they, are we to 
ukc this loformatioa from the Common> i Ought not 
we to have hnd the Mcafures fur which this Sum was 
gra.oied. communicated to us by the Crown f Who made the 
Commons bcner Judges cf his M^jelly's Intentions of the 
propriety of Meaiuics than wc arc? Have wc noc Reafon 
to think carfeives orgleAcd ? cr have wcgi^'cn his Majeily 
any Gronndi to fulpeA th^it we are not in our Zeal ax 
forward, and in our AifiZUuns as warm towards his Maie- 
fly'* Service as the Commons can pretend lo be/ This, 
S<r, is naturally the manner, in which the Lords may 
XcafoQ when they ccme to this appropri^tii>g Claufe; 
and theic have been Tiroes, Sir, «hen LucJi a MilunJer 
flandiog as this may be, has been enough to defeat all the 
Intention of Money Biils, and greatly to ctog the Service 

I of the Nation. 
' I hope, Sir, Gentlemen will pardon me it.at I bsvt 
fpokca tfaas freely -» I have no Mociuu co trouble »vu with ; 
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Anno ^T^eo I have noObjeflion co this Demand ; but I thought it mr 
Xi- *li9- Duty to put Gcmlemcn in Mind, that our aWatiiiDg or 
accepting of extraordinary Power, in prejudice of the jurt 
Rights of the other Houfe, never can give us any rest 
Security, nor do the Nation any real Service, h is o«t 
fiofinefa to take care that none of our valuable Frivi* 
ledges arc wrcfted from us ; to take care that we remain 
independent and infltienc'd ; and tho' our being reduced (o 
depend on the other Houfc of Parliament, would be indeed 
a deplorable Situation; yet it is deHrablc when compared 
with that of being direftcj and fway'd by the Power of our 
own Number. For then Sir, all the extraordinary Weight, 
which wc now boatt of, would not be that of the CommooS) 
but one Commoner; and if that one was immcdii{et)r 
protedlcd by and depending upon the Crown, it is, in the 
main, the Power of the Crown that is IweU'd; and in a 
firart time the Crown mull be Matter of the Privileges 
of Parliaments, and confcquently of the Liberties and Pro- 
perties of the People.* 

Sir Robert Walpolc. 

S I R. 

*ir Rolcrt ' "^^^ Surprize I am under at what fell from the Ho»T 
Wilpulc. Gentleman who fpokclaft, is, I own, notwithout a Mixture 
of Indignation. To hcur a Member of a Briiifti Houfe of 
Commonii talk in the Strain he has done, it, to me, very 
cxtraoidinary. |c is no unufjal thing for this AfTcmbly, 
»nd all other Bodirs, to be jealous of an Abridgment of 
their Powers : but tt is unulu.il tar a Gentleman who felfi up 
as a Power in thofi: who are by the Conllitution appointed 
the Guardians and Proteflors of thofe Liberties. 

* I tnuH confefs. Sir, that the Honourable Gentleman at 
the opening of his Speech gave me a very agreeable Sur- 
prize ; he-owned ihc Expediency of tht Demand ; be ap- 
plauded (he manner, and approved of the Rcafonablenel^ of 
It; but I Toon changed my Sentiments, Sir, when 1 heanl 
what followed. This Demand, fays he. tho* both rcafoR- 
able^reguhr and jult, may be a Demand made by the Mioi- 
fler to fwell his own Pockets. How does he prove this. Six f 
By the Example of the an/nJI Stttvani? But will Gentle- 
men fay, that the leafl PaV;ilct can be drawn i h any Mao 
in the Kingdom, who is ever fo little conver£ant in pubUc 
Accounts, ignorant, that it is next to impofSble for a Mini- 
(Icr lo play the Game of the unjull Stewards Molt not 
every OfHce which he ha< named have Vouchers for thetr 
Accounts.' Mt'il not ihefe Vouchers be brought to the Offi- 
ces where their Accounts arc pall? Are there not Exa- 
miners 
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?minerj? Are there not Compcrylcrs, and Commifi-onen, Anno tj, Ceo. 
\vbofe Bufinels it is to be a proper Check, upon ^very Frjud l^- iTJ^* 
either in the Accounts or their Vouchers; and mull cot K^'Y'^^ 
resalar-attedcd Copies be tranfmitieti and filed in the lever;:! 
Omces of the Revenue and Trcafury? Can Gcotlemen 
think, Sir, that the Influence of any Miniiler can be fo ex- 
tcniive, as to prevail with To many Men of aodoubced. Ho- 
nour &$ the OiTiccrs mud be compofed cf, to make thetn 
violate their Confcicncc and cndajiger their Reputation, by 
being fubjeftcd to the Tongue of every mercenary Fellow 
who 15 in the Secret, and who may iaform againll them ; and 
who, they may eafily fuppo(e, will make as little Scruple 
to betray them as to cheat the Public ? Why. in the preient 
Jnllancc, before a Miniftcr could bribe the fevcral Ofiicers 
thro* which the Accounts mull pal's, and the whole is laid 
before the Iloufe, he mull be out cf Pocket the whole Sum. 
So that the Honcurablc Gentleman's InfinuatioDs of this 
kind could proceed from no manner of Ground, but thnt he 
mull at any rate have a Fling at the Miniiler. Even Scrip- 
ture. Sir, muft be prelTcd into this Ser^'icei and when no 
Arguments can be drawn from our Conllitation, Paralela 
mull be invented frona our Religion, J fjncy» Sir, were the 
Honourable Gentleman himfelf a Miniiler, and a Member 
of this Houfc, that he would think it very unfair i*iay, 
ihould any one of the Oppofition attack him in the fame 
manner ; and. Sir, J think the Honourable Gentleman who 
has fo many fine Qualities, and, I believe, no Avcrfion to 
beinga Miniiler, ought, in common Prudence, not to be too 
javilh of this Method of Oppofition, fince fome Time here- 
ftfter. others may improve upon that Scheme, which he him- 
felf has introduced* and turn it againll himfelf. For my 
own Part, Sir, if ever I ihall have the Honour of being ia 
the Oppofition, I fliatl never either affe^l nor encourage ia 
others the manner that fccms now lomuch to prevail. 

■ Having laid thus much of thai Part of the Honourable 
Gentleman's Speech, Sir, which I conceived to be nothing 
to our prcfcnt Purpofe, give me leave to make fome Obfcr- 
vations on that Fare of it that ha» an Appearance of rcafon- 
ing. The Honourable Gentleman is very angry that the 
Lord) did not receive a Meiliige, or were not applied to aC 
the fame time with this Houfc. Sir, I h.ive a very joft 
Senfe of the Powers which the Conltitution has veded in a 
JJritilh Houie of Lords, and a very great Value for the nob!e 
j*crlbnagei that now compofc thatauguft AfTcrobly. Bur, Sir, 
.while 1 fit in thii Houle. I Ihall ever oppofe any Application 
from the 'I'hrone that may be made to that Houfe for Mo* 
nev; that. Sir, 1 ihall ever look upon aaa Violsaon of the 
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AnROM,4<o. Rights of* the CommoBj 1 and, wer« I a Member of tit 
*** *fi9 other Hnufe, I ihjuld be of ihe fame Miod, Let the Hon. 
Gentleman apply ihe Rule here which he himfclf laid down, 
that the only way to preferve the naiional Liberty, is to (of- 
fer every Branch of theLegiflature to have its due InAurnce 
in ail public Occurrences. Sir, if wc Oiould once fuffer the 
Lorda to be aJTociaied in our Right of granting Money, this 
Branch of the Legiiliturc would be a mere Cypher. For 
what are our Powers, Sir i We ha»c a Right to impeach, to 
advife the King, to hare our PerfonJ exempted from Arreil 
during the ^'effion of the Parliament; but what would all 
thefc Privileges amount to. or how foon might webc ftripp'd 
of them, if we once parted with the folc, the unconiroulabic 
Power of granting Money. The Houfe of Lords haviH 
many Privileges, they enjoy many Rights, that are inhereajB 
to them as a Body, and unalienable to their Perfoni. Thqr^ 
are the fupreme Court of Judicature; the highed Council 
of the Nation ; they have a Right to put a Negative upon 
oar Proceedings; their Perfons are at all limes (acred, and 
it is even in their Power to prevent our making a bad Ufe 
of our Privilege of granti;ig Money, by throwing out the 
Bill, if they fh:.ll £aa that wc have been more lavish tbao 
the Circumftanccs of the Nation can admit of. And yet. 
Sir. not all this Power in a Hoafe of Lords, gre^t as it it, 
can endanger the Billance that poizes (he Contlitution. if 
wc (hall ftill afleri our Right of granting Money. But ihc 
Moment thai we admit of this Power being difputed or Ibarcd 
with ui, then the Baltance of the Conltituiioo is eodao- 
wred, and the Properties of the People tiiken out of tb« 
Rands of their natural Guardiaits. 

* I now come to confidcr, Sir, whether an Application 
from his Majc(!y in the prclcoc Cafe to the Houfe of Lordf, 
would not have been an Invafion of our Rights 10 graot 
Money. The Honourable Gentleman (aid, and very rightly 
too, thst the fole Difpofal of the Money of the Nation 
IS what the Lords have never cxplicitely given up to the 
Commons; but, Sir, ii> nut that very Ctrcumnancc a-Cau- 
tion to us how we admit tliat any Application, when Money 
is to be graoCe>,^ fhould be made to another Qoiy ? May we 
sot. Sir, by Admitting of luch a Pra^ice, conhrm that Claim 
which, by the HonourabTe Genileman*s own Pofition. the 
Lords have never given up? But, fays he, they are Judges 
of Me^ilure^i as we are of the Sums to be granted for fup- 
porting thefc Meafures. Very well. Sir, and at this Appli- 
cation from the Crown was not for any Advice about Mca- 
fure«, but purely for Money, which is to carry on Meafares 
that bis Msjclly has not thought proper, and wliich, indeed. 
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cn ighcbe htghly impioper to communicate, could any of his 
Majcdy's Minilierit hav« anfwercd for it, had ihey advifrd 
their Soverr gn to apply (or that Money to the Lords in 
Conjur.fUon with the Commons. That, Sir> would not 
have been applying lo the Loidi for their Approbation of 
Ale^fures i Jor how can they approve of Meafurcs which 
they kuow nothing q(> It wou!d have been applying to 
ihcm for Money^ which we itlone ought to grant. 1 cou!d 
almofl reil. Sir, upon thii [fllic; ivnether the Honojnbic 
Gentleman himrelf, had he been a Mii>iilcr. woofd have 
advifct^hii Majefty, wheo he came to the Houfc of Lords, 
10 haveaddrcHcd himfcif to the Parliament in the following 
Terms: " My Lords and Gentlemen. I having under my 
Confideration certain Vleafures which wi!l occafioD fome 
extraordinary Expences, not comprehended in the Eilimate 
Uid before one Houic of Parlixmenc, I hope, from your 
known Ze»l, that 1 P.ul\ be enabled to carry on the fame 
m the raort effcQual manner.'* How would fuch a Speech 
have founded in the Kars of ilic Commoni? Here is a di- 
rcA Applic-ilion to the Lords, as well as the Commons, for 
Kloaey. And the Lord»area[ i^e fame time ci^lted upon to 
make good the Deficiencies of Gllimates that never were 
laid bciorc them. 

* This Mcflage, Sir, will require very little Consideration 
to convince ue. that it is indeed no other ch^n a kind of a 
Supplement to the Speech delivered the firft Day of the 
Sc^on from the Throne, [n that Speech, Sir, there )■ 
always a Paragraph which it adJrcl^d tingly to the Com* 
jnons, acquaiituag us, that bis Majclty will order the Etli- 
mates for the Service of the current Yeir to be laid before 
the Iloufe, and recomnunding Unaoimi:y and Difpntch m 
the Suppiies. According to this Ellimate, Sir, we regulate 
the Suras we raife,. and never grant njor* th-m what ti coft- 
taincd in thele Eili.Tiaies. 7'Jje Houlis o!" T.orJ*. on the 
contrary, never Jiave any Eilimaie laid btf- ar.d, 

thcrclore. they cannot examine the Sum* i,^ ^ the 

Eftimates l.iid bcf-re them, as the fTonoarahle i 

that Ipotce lall inlinuated, they night inft(\ upon h.'. ...^. : 
which is the peculiar Privilege of this Houfe. Then h'jvj 
does the Cife Hand, Sir? His Majclly, in his Speech froi.-. 
the Throne, acqiJsinied ui, that he would order thepropet 
£t1imates for the Service of the cuirent Vear to be laid 
licforc us. A Service is undertaken of whxli no Ellimate 
can properly be m:!de, and he fci:ds to .^cq.jintihc Com- 
jnuns fingly, that he hopes, from their kuowo Zeal, that 
chey wiU enable him to cany on the f:\roe in the mod effl-c- 
.lu2l toauucr. Now* Sir, by what I uodcrlbcd from the 
p p t Hon. 




Anno, I) Geo; 
II i-'jp 











( 292 ) 

Annoij.Geo Honourable Gentleman wlio Tpokelaft, be apprehends c>iai 
the Purport of this Meflage ought either to have been cod- 
tained in the Speech itfelf, or delivered from the Throne 
when hia Majeliy came to the Houfe of Lords, or commu- 
nicated by way of Meflage to both Houfes. 

* I believe, Sir, I may venture to fay that the Public ii 
fufficiently apprized that the Mcafures his Majcily mentions 
he has under Confideration, are for difircSnj; the F.aemf in 
America, by an Expedition, the Particulars of which it 
would be highly ioiprudent 10 communicate: But if an Efli- 
roate, Sir, bad been made of the Kxpences whick every 
Branch of this Service requires the Particulars mufl ha 
been known, not only to ourfelves, but our Enemies, a 
therefore thsy might have had Time and Opportunity 
defeat the whole Expedition. Befide.t, Sir, Gentlemi 
can't fay, but that a great many p,irticutar Services required 
in thi& Expedi:ion, have been refolved upon fince the Be- 
ginning of the ScQlon. From chrfe Reafons it appears, that 
his M»jcily, or they who adviTc him, cotild not hare laid 
thii Ellimaic with the other Ellimates before this Houfe. 

* The other Expedient propofcd by the Honourable Gen- 
tleman, r mean that of communicating it from theThrone, 
was equally im pradicable confillenily with che Kights of 
[his Houfe. I have already, Sir, conlidcred how this Pro- 
ceeding would have looked, and. T think, I have proved, 
chat it would have been a dire^ Violation of cur Itights as 
a Houfe. I fhail only add, Sir, to what I have already faid, 
that his Majcfly, in his Speech from the Throne, informed 
both Houfci, that the Services of the current Vear would be 
various and exicnlivc^ and inevitably attended with great 
Expccccs and fomc Inconveoicncies. He was likewife 
picafed to inform u«. that he intended the Enemy fliouldbe 
diftrefltd and annoyed in their mofl fcnGbl; Parrs. This, 
Sir, was all that che other Houl'e could expect ; and if thofe 
Services, by being fo otcnfive, call for a further Supply than 
what is tomprehendedin the Ellimate, to whom could his 
Majefly fo properly apply as to this Houfe ? 

The third Expedient, chat at communicating this Meflage 
in writing to both Houlcs at the (amc Time, would perhaps, 
have been a more abfurd \«y of Proceeding than any of the 
other two; for it mull cither have been in the fame Words 
or in others. Had it been 10 the fame, it was a direA 
Violation of our Rights. This, I believe, is what the 
Honourable Gentlcmnn himfclf will not difputc : and Sir, 
I will give up iheCaure, if the Honourable Gentleman, or 
»ny of bis Friends, can frame a MeJlrige in other Words to 
aftfwer the fame Purpofc^. All that his .MajeXly, Sir, could 
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htve &id, by way of Mefiage to the other Hoiiri*, was. Anna tj, Ceo: 
My Lords, 1 have certain Meiifures under my Co nfi deration II >71P 
which I hope will merit your Approbation. He could ^-/'''Y'N-^ 
DOC, Sir, with any manner of Propticty, hsvc mentioned a 
6ng)e Word to the other Houfe alone of ElUmates of Sup- 
plys, and what this MeiTige contalDj befidcs is nothing at 
aU, or at lenlt no mote, than what he deliver'd from the 
Throne in the Beginning of the Seflion. 

' But, Sir, to put the Abl'urdity of fuppofing, thit the 
Lords can have any Reafon to be difTatisAed with this Mef- 
fagc, being addreiTed lo us fingly, beyond all Difpute, I 
mail pat Gentlemen in Mind chat it is the Prerogative, it is 
the Duty of the Crown, without confutting either Houfe of 
Parlianwnt, to put in Execution fuch Mcafures as may 
jDoft eSeflually dillrefs and annoy the Enemy. This Power, 
Sir, ii lodgM in the Crown in Time of Wari it has never 
yet been dilputcd by the moft jealous Oppofcrs of the 
Court; fo that. Sir, the Lords can have no Ihadow for 
complaining, that his MajeUy has not beforehand fubmitted 
his Meafures totheir Dctiber;ition, If they complain. Sir, 
it muft be bccaufe his Majelty has nai aflccd their Concur- 
rence in granting the Supplies that are neceflary fjr car- 
rying on thefc Moafurcs, a Pra3icc, Sir, which, 1 hope, 
never will prevail in thit Kingdom. 

* The prefent. Sir, is a critical Time: The Eyes of all 
Europe are fixed upon our Deliberations ; and. Sir, t am 
forry to hear any thing thrown in here to break that 
Unaminity, whicii is the Soul and the Life of Councils. 
We ought to confider. Sir, that in a numerous AfTembly, 
fuch as this. Gentlemen cannot cxpeA that every thing 
they iay, Ihoutd be Icng a Secret; and. Sir, if the Lords 
ffaould think, from what has been this Day faid, that they 
will meet with a Party amonglt ourfetvcs ready to give up 
a Point, that they have fo long and fo incffeflually Ubour'd,. 
who can (ay what may be the Confequences i At Home, 
Sir, 1 am fure the Coollitutton mult feel the worft EiTcfts 
from fuch an Alteration, and nothing could give, Sir, our 
Enemies Abroad fo much Joy, or our Friends fo mnch 
Concern. 

■The Honourable Gentleman, Sir, faid fomrwhat about 
this Houfe being reduced to depend upon one of their one 
Number ; but as I cannot uoderlbtnd what he meant, it is 
enough for me, Sir, to take notice that I know of no 
Depcndance which this Houfe has upon any Body. Gentle- 
men, 1 do not doubt, wou'd be very glnd to fee it depen^ 
dent Qpon themfclves; but. I hope, wc never fhall know 
any but a contUtatioaai Dependency i and that, I hope. 
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Anno I), Geo we (hall always knon'. Mean Time, Sir, I can't help 
1*>7>J*' thinking ic an odd way of arguing, for Gentlemen, ia 

K^y\^ one Broth, to cry oat againll the exccffive Power of thii 
Houfe, and the next, to bewail in. Dependency upon o«e 
Perfon. I (ball add no more, Sir, but to wilh that Gentle- 
rovQ would fo annnimoull/agre': to itiis jult and nectflary 
IJeroand of his MajeUy, ai (•) leave no rouni ict [he Kne* 
mies of the Nation to hope tint thU Houte, or any Mem- 
bers o( ir, wou'd wi(h, by ^n il!-iini'ii JeaJoufy, or Fruga- 
lity, todiltrefs hi! MajcAy's Mcafuiti.' 

• Arthur Onflow E/q; 
S I ft. 

• I think myfelf obUg*d to rife ap on this Occafion, wl 
fotHewhac has been thrown out that icema Irv^iled agaioft 
the great aiW moil ioiportant Right of tl<i» Hoafe, that of 
granting Money. Jc i» a Kight, Sir, that never ought 
10 come into doubt ; it Js ■ Right which we cannot part 
with the fole ExerciTe of, without giving up our own 
Power, without betraying the Liberties of our Conditucncs. 
In my Opinion, Sir, this Mcll'age is drawn up with a jult 
Regard to that Right, and had it not come in this tnaa- 
TiCr, it would have been irregular; nay, t wilt go lo far as 
(ofay. Sir, that had snotherjioule been apply'd to for this 
Money, tho' ] have the greaieil Regard ibr his Majetty** 
Service, tho' I have the greatell Opinion of the Jurtice aodi 
NeccQity ot this Demand^ yet ], had not anoihcr Member 
cf (be Houii: feconded me, would have oppos'd it. 

• I candbt iit down. Sir, without doing JuAice to the 
Honourable Gentleman who Tpoke lail fave one. by 
declaring, that ever fince I bad the Honour to fit in this 
lioufc, or to know any thing of Gentlemen'^ Sentiments, 
I never knew any Gentleman more attacb'd to the Rights 
and Privileges of this Houfc : [ always heard h'm upon 
that Subject wiih as much PleAlurc as ever I he^td any 
Gentleman in my Life; and 1 will fay farther. Sir, that, 
1 believe, no Gentleman has jullcr Sentiments of oiir Con 
ilitution than that Gcticlcmaii has, or can defend it wiciv' 
more Zeal and Abilities. If the Honourable Genilcman. 
therefore, threw out any thing upon this Head that 
feem'd to glance at the folc Power,, which i hope, ihts 
Houfc (halj afiert of granting Money, it w»s only from 
his Zeal, left the other Houfc might take Occafion from 
a fccming NcglcA to rai^e Objeflioni that miglii embarifa 

hi« 

Sptahr ef tbt Htsi/tt andTTrfurerof {h€ fsairf. 



I 



< 




m 



( ^95 ) 



I 
I 



bit Ma}cfty'i Meafures at tbU important Jundure. But Anno i), Geo, 
lam perfuaJcd, Sir, from ihc Experience wc have always ***73P- 
had ot the ModerJition and Fquity of that aogull Affembly, ^-Z*^ ^^^ 
that we have noibingof that kind to fear/ 

Ordered, fiemine contradictHte, That the laid Mcilage be 
referred to the Committee on the Supply. 

The ! jth. Read a third time, and paffed the Bill for the 
more effedual preventing the Abufcs and Fraadsof Pcrions 
employed in the workir.;* up the Woollen, Linnen, FulliaD, 
Corton, and Iron Manufaftures of this Kingiiom. Ordered 
h to the Lords. 

Ordered, That an Account bf laid before this Houfe, of 
^hat MoDcy ha& been applied from Michaelmas 1730, to 
this Time, towardj paying any Taxes on the Silaries of the 
CommiHioRCrs and other Officers of the Admiralty, Navy, 
Trea&ry of the Navy, and Vidluallitig Offices, out of what 
}-^und, and by what Authorityf difiinguifhiflg each OfficCf 
and each Year. 

Ordered, That an Account be laid before this Houfe of Imprtfta Ac- 
what Jmpreits lor the C'ontingencies of the Admiralty, count of Con- 
Navy, frcafiiry of the Navy, and VifluaHiDg- Offices are Jjj"^^'^]^]^ 
rot cleared at the Navy Office, wuh an Account of what^^ flcuordcc- 
DiredioDs have been given fur clearing the feme. cd in. 

The 14th. Read a hrll time, a Bill for further and more 
ciTcJlually preventing the (vilful and malicious Deltru^ion 
of Collieries and Coat-Works. 

Agreed to the Report of Yeflerday'a Refolutions on the 
Supply, viz. 

Relolvcd, That 200.C00I. be granted on Account, to- 
wards cnablin| his Majcfly to profecute, in the moH cffcAual 
manner, the War in which he h engaged. 

"That 9477I. 13s. id.be granted for defraying fcvera! 
extraordinary Expences and Servicci incurred, i739> ^^^ 
not provided for by Parliament. ' 

Received a Petition from the Silk- Weavers, Throwftcrs, 
&c. praying that the Du:y upon China Raw-SlIk, might be 
madecqual to the Duty upon all Julian Raw-Silk, and letting 
forth the many Af'-vaotages which would accrue to (hrs 
Kingdom thereby *. 

Rcfisrred to a Committee of the whole Houlc. 

The i;th. Read a £rA time, a Bill for amend'ng and 
caforcing the Laws relating to Rogued, Vagabonds, and 

other 

• Tht fr$ftnt Duty «t tot Italian Ra^uj'SUJt, it Ti. 5^ and 
*ne TtMtb «/ a Pftniy per great Peuvd. And thai vn ChinM 
Rmu S/if, ft jr. j^, ami 45 of 100 Fertr ^ \d. fer^reat 
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Annoi],G«o. other idle and dlforderly Perfcns, and for reducing the fanie 
I ii->r^ *"^° one Adt of Parliament; and alfo for ainendiog the 
^"^y^^ Laws for ereftiag, providing, afidregulAtiagHoufetof Cor- 
re£lian. 

Read a fccond time, tlie Bill to rcHnUQ and prevent tie 
excclljvc Tncreafe of Horfe-Races. ^_ 

Ordered, That the Report from the Committee, whdH 
were nppointed to confider how fir the Privilege of thi«^ 
Houfe ought to be allowed to fuch Members of this Hooie 
as (hall be ablent in Foreign Parts during the Sitting of 
Parliament, be recommitted ; on a Divifion, Ayes 77', 
Noes 73. ^m 

The 1 8th. Received fevcral Accounts from the Navy «^ 
Admiralty, and Viflualling OfHcei, of what Monies bzd 
been pai[) atvay for the l;ill fevcn Vear.t. 

Read a firft Time a Bill for Naturalizing Amalie Sopbte 
de Wallmodcn. 
scorool. Agre-^d to the Report of laCl Friday's RefolutJoo in a 

<h?'RrowTne °'"'"'''^^ °" ^^^* '"^ Means, viz. Refolved, That 10- 
Pn«diiccof the '^^'■''s '■s'^fig the Supply, his Majclly be enabled to ifTue 
Sinking i1in<1. and npply (he lurthu Sum of 200,000 /. out oi the growing 
Produce of the Surpluffl'S, Exceffcs, or Overplus Monies 
commonly calfed the Sinlcing Fund. 

Ordcroi, That it be an Inllruilton to the Gentlemen. 
who are appoi;tred to prepare and bring in a Bill upon the 
Refolution reported, upon the fith Inllant, that they do 
prepare a Claufe or Claules to be inferted in the iald Bi\\, 
purfuant to this Refolution. 

Read a iirit Time a Bill for the more cafy and effeflual 
Recovery of fmall Debts! 

Read a iirtt time a Bill to give fiirther Powers to the 
CommifHoners for building Weilminllcr Bridge, and to 
enable them to raifc a further Sum of Money towards 
finifhing trie iaid Bridge ; and to perform other Trofts 
repofed in them. 

Ordered a new Writ to be iiTued oat for electing z 
Member for the Borough of Devizes ia Wilts, in the room 
ofSir Jofcph Kylcs Knight. 

Rettd alirft time a Bill to explain and amend an Ad 9. 
Q^ Anne, for fecuring the Freedom of Psrliaments, by the 
farther qi:alifyingthe Membtrrs to fit in the Koufe of Com- 
mons. 

Received a Petition from the Juflices of WeftminAeTt 
fetting forth the Infufficiency of the Laws in being, for 
fettling tlie Prices of Conls, or preventing Combinations, 

Received 




ftec^ved a P«itioD from chc Jutbces ofWefiminfler, ftt- 
ting forth the Infu/Hcifnc/ of the prcfent Laws io]being, for 
obliging the Scavengers to clcanfc the Streets, that ihcy 
hive no Power to remove the Nufincn and ObflraAioaa in 
the Street, .'md can proceed only by Ini!i6lmcRt« which is 
very djiatory and cxpcnftve, and no Provtlton made for 
defraying the Charges, &c, &c. And ilicreupon praying 
Relief. 

Both Pctitioni were Ordered to lieopoo the Table. 

The 19th. Rcsd a firlt Time a Bill for granting 10 his 
Majelly the Sum of One MillioQ, 1 wo hundred I'houland 
Poi)Bds, out of the Sinking Fund, and the growing Produce 
thereof. 

Read a firll lime a BUI for the better Prefer\'ation of tjie 
Salmon and Trout Filhcrics within thift Kingdom. 

Agreed to the AmeDdmems made by the Lords to tho 
Bin (or Naturalising fuch Foreign Proieftanti, as are fet- 
tled, or (hall fettle in any of his M^jelly'a Colonies in 
America. 

Rcjeded, (upon the fecond reading) the Bill for Re* 
giAring all Seamen. VVntermei), FiiUermeii, Lighccrmei), 
&c. &c. without a Divifion*. , 

Rcfolved, That this floufe will, upon Monday Morning 
next, refolve icfelf into a Committee of the whole Hdufe^ 
xa confider of Heads of a Bill for the ^irther and better 
£ncaur;)gement of Senmen to enter voluntarily into bis 
Kfajelly's Service. 

Read n itixyoA Time the Bill for granting One Nfillioa 
Two Hundred Thoufand Pounds, out cf the Sinking Fund, 

A Motion vn% made, and the Quallion being pur, that 
a new Writ be JlVucd out for elcfting a Burgefs to icrvc in 
chts prefent i'.irliamcnt for the Borough of Saltalh in Cora- 
Wall* in the room of Thomas Corbet, Kfi^i who hath 
•ccepted a Salary of 200 1. per Annum as Sccreury to the 
Court of ASftants for the Relief of poor Widows of Sea 
Oflicef s ; It paffed in the Negative, 'Ayes 132, Noes 223. 

A Motion was made, and the Qjeftion being put, 7'hat 
a Committee be appointed to enquire what new Offices er 
Places of Protit have been created or crefted fmcc the zjth 
of OiElober, in 1705; and alio whether there are any 
greater Number of Commiflioners m.ide or conHiiuted for 
the Execotion of fuch rcfpedivc Office* Itpaflcd in the Ne- 
gative Ayes 154, Noes 169. 
^ Vol. VI. Q q The 

^m • By that BUI, if a Stantin. l^c. rttiumtd from a tntain 
^^i>ifiriii^ hi pi9ul4 bf dum'i a Dtftrttr^ aad ke funijl-'j at- 
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The 21ft. Ordered, That the Call of ibe Hoaffl ¥ 
adjourned (o this Day Month. 

And then, The Addrefs of the Houfeof Commons to hw 
late Majclly, in the 51(1 of Mireh 1715. that his fatd 
M^jclly would be pleafcd todireA. thacall Powers, Imlruc- 
tions. Memorials. Letters, ard Papers, relating to the ih(n 
Ia;e Negotiations of Peace ftod Conimerce, and to the CeC 
iaiion ot Arms, might be laid before that Houfc, was read. 

* As alfo, The Journal of the Houlcof the 9th of April 
following, in relation to the Appointment of a Committee 
ofSecrefy, to wliom tlie (aid Powers, Infiruftions. Memo- 
ria)% Letter;, and Papers, then prelemcd to the Houfe, were 
referred. 

* And Iikewifc» Hii late Majefty's moft gracious Speech i« 
both Houfes of Parliament, relating to the Coacluiioa of 
the War, and the Attempts to defeat the ProtcHant Sac- 
cefhon ; together with the Address of the Houfe of Cum- 
tnons to his faid Msjefly thereupon, contained in the 
Journal of that Houfe, of the 23d and z^th Day> 
March 1714. after which 

William Palteney Efq; flood up and fpoke as follows: 

* Fond as moll Kings are of arbitrary Power, it is 
certain, the Sovereign of thefe Kingdofiis is in a more 
happy nnd fecure Condition, than any abioluce Sovereign 
upon Earth ; becau'e, by our Conflitution, and as long as 
it has its due F.He^, neither the Difcontents nor the Re- 
lentiiicnt of the People, can ever affect the Throne : In 
abl'ulute, as well as limited Monarchie.-, it is not only the 
JDuty. but the Bufinefs of the Sovereign to preferve the 
AfFcftions and Llleem of his Subjeftsj becaulc upon tbis 
nlonc; his Security and Power mull neccAarily depend. 1 
know, Sir, that tn ablolute Monarchic!, lupponcd 1^ 
Standing Armies, the Security and PoNver of the Sovereign 
depends upuo the Army, not upon the People ; bat, in 
fuch Governments, the People arc not properly Subjefls; 
I'hey are the mere Slaves of the Sovereign and his Array ; 
and ate in the tame State wjih the VJlani in our aniieat 
ConllitJtiua, who were neither allowed to liave Arms, nor 
to know the Uic of Arms. In foch Governments there- 
fore, ihc GenricmeA of the Army, and they alone, 
piopcrly to be ca,.c:d Subje£lif, and apon their Aficdi 
and Elleem. the Securiy and Power of the Sovereign mi 
depend ; for when a Oilcontent among them becomes 
neral and violent, they mutiny, and luch \futinies, as 
may learn from the HiUorics of all Ages, are gcnciaUy 
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fiul to th^ Sovereign cs well as his MiniAn's, without Anno r^.Gco. 

zoaking any Difiinflion between die Innocent and Guilcy. 'Li^ii 

This is a Danger which an abfoluie Sovereign muft always V-ZttN^ 

lie expofcd to, and the Misfortune is, that, as none but 

the Tools ofMinifters and Favourites are uf'ually allowed 

to approach the Tnrone, the King knows nothing of the 

JpifcontcDts ofh;s Subjt-fls. till he hears of their hiving 

thrown afidc their Allegiance. Then, both bis Security 

and Power mall depend upon the Saccefs of his Arms; 

and neit'her can be re-efbibli(hed, but b/ the Death of a 

great Number of his Subjcds. 

' From hence. Sir, it is evident, that the Sovereign of 
ihefe Kingdoms molt always be in greater Security than 
any abfolute Monarch : By the Conftitution of our Govern- 
TDCDe, white it is preferved entire, the King can do no 
wrong. If any weak or wicked Meafures are purfued, 
his Minillcrs only art lo bear the Blame. The King can 
never fuRcr by fuch Meafures, either in his Pcrfon, or 
Royal Dignity, unlefs he fets himfclfup as the Screen of 
his Minirters, and as a Buckler for defending them againft 
the public Jullicc of the Nation, which he never can do 
whilll our Lonilitution is preferved, Whilft^our Parliaments 
are a-lowed to fit, and to be free and independent, they 
never will allow their Sovereign to take upon himfctfthc 
Blame of his Minirters, nor will they allow DiCconicms to 
grow general amongll his Subjefts. When Ditcontenti 
begin to grow general, there muft have been fomc Fault 
in the AJminillration, or the People rauil have bern mitlaken 
I and oiined. If the latter of thcfe be the C:ife, an impartial 
r and Uri^ Enquiry, by a free and independent Parliament^ 
will re^lfy tbc Millakes of the People, and dirc£l their 

»Refmtrnent agalni\ ihofe that led (bem into an Ltror And 
when the Di^ontents of the People proceed, as they gene- 
rally do, from any real Wcakncfs or Wickcdncfi in the 
Adminillration of our public AfiUirs, an Enquiry of this 
Nature will point out to the People, the Alinillers that 
have difubligeil them, and to the Crown, the Servants that 
have betrayed it. A free and independent pRrliament will 
rot oti4y tell the King that the Pef>plc are difplcated with 
the Condud ofhis MiniHers. but it willdiAir.guilh between 
the innocent and Guilty. The latter i: will tear from be- 
hind the Throne, where fuch Miniilers always endeavour 
to take Refuge, and thus, by clearing the Throne of 
Guilt, tc will reconcile the Hcins of ttic People to (heir 
. Sovereign. 

• In this, ffr, the fupcrior Happinefs s&d Security of 
the Sovcjrign of tlid'e Kingdoms conlills, and from this 

LQq s we 
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*Anno i^, Geo wc may fee 'he Duty that every Gentletnao, as « Meinfa 



Il.lTip. 



of this Hnufc, owes to his King as well as his CouncryJ 
When any Gent!cnwn ot this Houfc becomes fenliblc ol 
Complaints, Clamoiirs, or Discontents among the People i 
that Fart of the Kingdom he reprcfcnis i and that thoft^ 
Complaints, Clamours, or Difcontents.are growing genenl 
he is, in Duty to his Sovereign, as well as hi^ Country] 
obliged to move for an Enquiry into tb;it Part of the Coo- 
duA of oar AdminiflratioD which ocoifloncd chcm ; and 
every Gentleman, who thinks there arc aoy Tuch, is obliged 
to join with him in the Motion, even cho* he Ihoutd think 
that there b no real Ground for fuch Complaint* Clamour, 
or Difcontent ; bccauri-, in Duty to our Sovereign, wc arc 
obliged to inform him of every Difcontent that arifes in 
any Part of the Kingdomj nnd, in Duty to the People, we 
arc obliged to give them Satisfci&ioo ; by punifhing the 
Guilty, if the Difcontent flioald, upon Enqoiry, appear to 
be well grounded ; by convincing ibem of their Error, if it 
fiiould be found they have been deceived. This, Sir, is our 
Duty- Upon the Performance of this Duty, the I'uperlor 
Security of the Sovereign of thefe Kingdoms depends, and 
therefore' every Gentleman of this Houlc will ctrtaiDly 
perform his Duty in this retpcd, imlcfs he be more attached 
to the Security of the King's Miuider, than to the S^cuHtj 
of the King himf^lf. inabtolute MonSKhtCJ the Sovercigi 
cm exped no fuch Security, bccaulc, no Man cah, in fuch 
Governments, come into any of the King'6 Cr>uncil5, but 
futh OS nrc rcccroimeiyded by the King's firll Minillcr, if the 
King be weak enough to have fueb a one : but as no Gen- 
tleman, I hope, comes hcic by theRrcomrncndationof ariy 
Miniftcr whatever, io this Houfc hiH Majclly m»y always, I 
hope, depend upon an honell and f^ir Inforni.ition. 

• This being the Duty we owe both to our King and 
Country, I mull defire, that evcrj- Gentlcmio would confi- 
der, what is faid among the People, of our late Convention 
with Spain, and the N'egntiations by which we were broiighi 
into that difhanoarabie and ridiculous Treaty. Is not tut 
Treaty condemned by every Man in the Nation that d»r« i 
Ipeik his Vlicd ? Did it not, as foon as it was publi(bed|A 
r.xife a moll general Clamour in every Part of the Kin^H 
dom ? Thefe Difcontcnts ::t prcfcnt he fmothcring uoder 
the Hopes of a fucceftfal War, but tJicy arc &r from being 
removed or extinguitlicd. The People are fliU convinced, 
that the Treaty was a moU de(b-udive and difhonouriblc 
Mccifurc : That the fjosour of the Nation was ncgotiaied 
aw:iy, the juft Claims of our plundered Merchants given 
npjthe South Sea Company Bbnodoncd, and the Fic^om 
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our Trade and Navigation lefc in » mofl precirious Siiuacion ; Anna 13, Go* 
and all for (he faJc« or furoilhing fotne Ufnilcmen with an U- tiip- 
Excufe, for noi having made the proper Ufc of thole war- \.^''y\^ 
like Preparations, which had been made at a great Ex pence 
to die NacioQ. This. Sir, is the way of thinking amonglt 
ft great Pare of the People, and whiJll we thiok to, caa we 
fuppufe, they will be faci^iiied, or that ihcy will forgive ihofn 
who led the NAtioa into fuch delhiiL'^ive Meafurei? I'lid'e 
DHcon;cnt5 do not as yet, I hope, affct^t the'l'hronc; but if 
we do not take care to remove them, iliey msy. they proba- 
bly will ; arid we can remove them no other way, but by a 
itrid and impartial Enquiry into the Mcafures th:tt occa- 
liODcd them. Whether (hore Mcalutcs were wrong, whether 
the Difcontents of the People were well or ill grounded, 
fgoihes nothing : It is fuflicient Cauie for an Enquiry, ihac 
there arc fuch Diiiontcnta among the People* and that 
there arc, I believe, no Gentleman will deny. If they are 
weJl founded, we are bound, in Duty to our Country, 10 
panifli thofe that occaGooed them, or ac Icall to remove 
them from our public Councils: We are. in Duty «\ otir 
Sovereign, obliged to remove weak or wicked Counlellors 
from about the Throne, and to Hicw the' People that his 
Majelly is not to be blamed. If thefe Difcontents are 
without Foundation; if there was no Wvaknefs nor Wick* 
edoeCs in our lace peaceable Negotiations, nor in the Con- 
vention, which was the liTae of them, and which, I think, 
was the perfeft Pifture of its Parent, we (hall be able, by an 
Enquiry, to convince the People of their MilUke, which 
will be of great Advantage to us in the Prorccution of the 
War i becaufe the People will pay their Taxes with Plea- 
furc, when they confider that the public Money is under the 
iManagcmcnt cf thofe who know how to apply it, and cer- 
tainly will apply it, to the belt Advantage; and our Armit-s, 
both by Sea acd land, will a^ with Courage and Alacrity. 
when they have a Conhdcncc in the Wifdom and Skill of 
thole tnac conduA them. 

* tor ihiA Keafon, Sir. if we have any Regard to our 
Sovereign, or to the Succels of his Arms, which are now 
employed, and will, 1 hope, be vigoroufly employed, in 
vindicating the Honour and (he Rights of the Nation, we 
ought to enquire into that Part, at icall, of our late Con- 
dud, which relates to the CoDVentioo with Spain j and 
therefore, J Ihali conclude wifh a Motion lor having all 
the Papers rciatuig lo that Ncgoiiatiuu laid bclorc the Uoufc. 
'i'his Motion h iounded upon a very (amuus Precedent, 
which has been jult read to you ; and when thole Papers 
MC kfci bcJofC (iic HoulCj I UuUl then, in puiluancc of the 
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Actnn I), Geo fame Precedent, move for having them referred to a Com- 
n. 175?- miu« of Sccrefy i which, I ihink myfcif now obliged to 

ky*>rN»y gi« Notice of, in order to obviate the Ubjetflicn ufu'alljr 
made againll our addre{£ng to hAve fuch Papers laid before 
, us. As the Enquiry I tbua iotend to move lor, it f>tiRded 
upon lA late a Precedent, unci » Precedent too in which an 
Honourable Gentleman near me bad i very great Concern: 
'As he was fo zcalou* for enquiring into our ptaceibte Nego- 
tiatioQs upon cbat OccaDun. \ hope he will not \x sgais'ft 
fucb an Enquiry upon thii ; and really, if 1 were deemed 
worthy of giving him any Advice, f fhould advife htm to 
he for having the Enquiry carried on in the mod ftrid man- 
ner, and by .1 Commicire of Gentlemen whocnn be noway 
iiifptfled of a Dependency upon, or t ParMaJiiy for any of 
thcfc thai were concerned in the negoiiairg of that Treaty. 
He lias often told us, ibat not only the TrfBty itfe}f, bat 
every Step towardi concluding it, may be jullificd, and 
fiiewn to have been the molt wife and prudent Meafurc the 
Nation could, at that Time, purfue; and, upon fuch Occa* 
Aons, he has always arrogated to himfelf the fole Honour 
of that Mcafuic- As to the V^ i<dom and PruduKc of the 
Meafure, be mufl be fenfibic that a great Part of the Na. 
don differ In Opinion from him. He mull know, that not 
only rhe Treaty, but the Negotiations which ended in that 
Treaty, or rather in the War which was the natural Confc- 
queace of it, for the Treaty itfclf was rather the [beginning, 
than the End of a Negotiation : I Jay, he mutt know, 
(bit bott) the Treaty and the previous Negotiations were. 
andarelMI. condemned by a great Part of the Nation; and 
therefore, if he was the fole Author and Advifer, in order 
to vindicate hit CbaraAer, he mult be for a ilfiti and im- 
partial Enquiry: becaufe this is the only way of refuting 
ibe Obje£llon! made to bis ConduiS. 

' But, Sir, as I always had, and have fttti a bad Opinion 
«f the Treaty, as well as ^e previous Negotiations t am 
willing to fuppofe, the tloiiourablirGcntletnaR was not the 
lole Aoihor and Advifcr of either, and, by tlw Nature of 
bia Olficf, he could not be rhe Conduflor : He went very 
far out of his Province, if ho had any thing more to do» 
either with the Treaty or the Ncgotiationi that preceded it, 
than limply givhig his Opinion, aa one of his Majelly'j 
Cibieet Council ; (or, I hope, his Majefly*s Cabinet Coun- 
cil docs DOC confitl fofely in his Perfon ; atvd therefore, f 
think, it is is very much hii Interetl to have tbac Al^ir 
ftriftly aad imjrartially enquired into. In order to convince 
the VVorJd, that he had rot near fo great a Hand ia it, afl) 
be is iiovv gciicraHy foppoled to have had. 'Jhu*. Str, let 
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ibe Honoumble Gentleman near me confider tlv Conven .4nnoi;,Gee. 

lion in what Light be will. Ice him cooiider ic u a good 1L]7}9' 

Thing in which he bad the Hoaour of being :bc chief Fer- 

fon concerned ; Jet bim coofider it as a bad Thing in which 

he liaj no more Concern than whit belonged co him* it ia 

his Intereft to hive the AfTLtr enquired into; and, confider- 

ing ihe general Reproach it has occafioncd. I have fliewn that 

it 19 hii Duly i fo that I canoot but expefl his Concurrence 

iothe Motion I am to make, lean conceive no Rea/on for 

his being againti it, untefs he be not only conl'cious that the 

Convention was s very wicked J reat}% buc alfo ihac he 

W25, contrary to the Nature of his OlKce, and incanfi^ently 

with the ConSitution of our Government, die chief Con- 

dudor, a» we'd as the fole Advifer of it. 

■ 1 tiope. Sir, [he iloufc will pardon me, for taking up 
your Time with (hewing lb particularly my Reafons why 
the Honourable Gentleman near me Ihould concur with me 
ia the Motion I am to make. My Reafon for doing fo may 
beeatily gucded at; and, as for the other Gentlemen now in 
this Houie, who may have had fome Share in tbofe Nego- 
tiations, or in advifing that Treaty, jf there arc any fucb, 
I am lure they ought, for the fjike of their own CharaAcn, 
to promote an Enquiry into that Adair, if they realty think 
it will bear being examined. As for my own Part. I {hall 
freely own, that, in my Opinion, both the Treaty itfelf, and 
the| Negotiations that preceded it, dcfcrve to be, and, 1 be- 
lieve, upon n liiid Exatntna-.ion, will be as explicitly cen- 
demned by parliament, as they have already been b/ the 
Nation. The Treaty of Utrecht, confidcring the Succcfa 
of our Arms, was a bad Treaty : Our iiril Negotiations 
which afterwards produced that Treaty, were fcandalous and 
dilhonoLir^b!e, bccaufc they were feparate and di Hindi from 
our Allies in the War; but when thi3 Treaty, and thcfe 
Negoiiattoni, are compared with our late Negotiations ia 
Spain, and the Convention that was the Cutifcquence of 
tlicm, if the Authors and Advifers of the latter efcape ?a. 
oithmcQi, the Authors and Advif^rs of the former deferve 
our J'bankf. Therefore, if the W'eaknefs or VVickcdnels 
of any I'rcaty or Negotiation, can be a Reafon for a parJia- 
ineotary Enquiry, we have more Reafon to enquire into our 
late Convention and Negotiations with Spain, than we had 
to ent^uirc into the Treaty of Utrecht. The latter was very 
fai from having raifed a general Difcontent -. it wcas, it is 
Uuc. condemned by moft of the Men of fuperior Know- 
ledge and Scnfein the Nation, but it was appiovcd by fuch 
udunotconfiderthe remote Confequenccs of Thiogtj nod, 
if wc include the Populace,^ I may fjy, it was approved by a 
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i),Qoo\fajority of th« Nation. Whereas our Iste Coevflt: 
^7\9- With Spain vm not, I am convinced, approved by any 

of Senle In the Nation, except rhote ortiy who were goWfo- 
ed ty private and frlliffa Motives of their own ; ind cht 
Diflionour and Difadvanrage of it were fo apparent, that 
was exclaimed againil by all Ranks and Degrees of Men. 

' I hope. Sir, it will not be urged agatnit my Mocionj 
thru the Convention was approved of fc^ Parliament ; fol 
foppolc it had been approved of in the moft plain and 
exprefs Terms in the lad Seflion of Parliament,' it can 
be no Argument againil enqniring into it, or condemnin; 
it in this. The Treaty of Utrecht had been approve 
of in the moit exprefs Terms by tiie very next pr* 
cceding SeiTion of Parliament, and yet, we find, it wai' 
tnquir^ into, and not only exprefly condemned, but tin 
Authors and Advifcrs of it punifhcd, in what I may prO' 
perly call the very next etrtoing Sellion. Bat the Con- 
vention was fo far from being exprefly approved in laft 
Sefiion, that it was with great DifHcuhy, and bya fmaH 
Majority, it met with any Sort of Approbation. Nay, I 
im convinced, if the Argument had then refttd upon the 
fingle Merits of the Treaty, it would have met with an^fl 
exprefs Condemnation. Bat as Peace is a dcfirable Thing/'B 
ind as Gentlemen were afraid, that by condemning the 
CbnventTon they woald prevent ihc Conclnlion of that 
Treaty of Peace they were made to hope for, and might 
thereby involve the Nation in a War, therefbrr, to avoid 
the Imputation of being the Author* of a War, they were 
againd condemning the Treaty in Parltanicnt, tho* they 
coald not but condemn in it in their" Heart?. This, 1 
verily believe, n-asthe way of thinking with many Gentfe- 
men who voted for the Addreft then propofed ,- and as thoft 
Gentlemen are now free from fiich l-ears, as thty may now 
confider the Convention, and give their Sentiments of ft 
freely, and upon its own Merits', 1 have Reafon to hope, 
they will not only join wuh me in mortng for the Papers 
relating to it, but alfo in moving for having thofc Papers 
referred to a Committee of Secrefy ; for if the Treaty 
defervcd laft Year to have been condemned upon its own 
Merits, it mud now deferre more to be fo, lincc it has 
foiled of producing the only good Thing thole Gentlemen 
could expcft from it. Nay, fucb Gentlemen hare, 1 
think, more Reafon than others to have the Treaty en* 
quired into, and either vindiated or condemned ; becaafe 
they were Uil Year induced, by falfe Hope?, and arrogant 
Anbnmcesj to give a Sort of Approbama to whst had 

been 
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en condemned by the Majority of the Nation, and what Arnoi3, Geo; 
hey could not, io their own Confcicncw, ftircftly approve. |iJi^" 

' But Tuppoie, Sir, tlierc may be lomcGciitlcmcn iii this V^tt^*' 

lou(e who did approve, and ilifl do approve ot, tiie Con- 

.'entioD, as welt as the Ncgotiatioas previous id it ; and 

iuppofc, as the Hon. Gentleman ncir me has'oftcn faid, 

that btitb mny be lully ju. itied, furclyno .Vlan wbothioka 

fe can be againft our talking tiie moli proper 'Mettiod for 

tinging the Nitticin into their Way of thinking. The 

>clire of bringing others into our Opinion is fo nitcaril vo 

itankind, that no Man will fefufe doing it, when he his-, 

proper Opportanity lor that Purpofc ; aM as the Dit- 

contents of the Nation ftill run very higb againit that 

Treaty, and thofe Ncgotiarions, 1 have fhewn that it U 

he Duty of every Member of this Houfe to endeavour to 

rmovc them, by taking the mott proper Method fur flicw* 

ng the People their Miltake. and that they havt no Realoa 

I be diflatisfied with either. Thus, if wc approvc'ofthe 

onventiun, we ought to enquire into k : If we do not 

Bpprove of the Convention, we ought to enquire iitto it ; 

nd therefore, let Gentlemen pretend what tfiey will, I 

annot fuppofe that my Motion will be oppofed by any, 

but fucb as are conlcious of the Weakcei's or Widkednefs of 

ac Me&lare, and are agaioU its being enquired into by 

iParlian.eot, lell they or their Friends, who had a llaud 

that Treaty, fliculd be thereby brough; (o fuffcr the 

Pcinilhment iliey deterve ; but as the Kd^nber of foch 

icnilcmen is not, i hope, very great in this^ Houfe, there- 

brc, I think, I may make my Motion with fome Conli* 

encc of Succeis ; and that there may be no Objtflion mide 

Eto the Form of it, I have drawn it up in the very Words of 

[the finl Motion made for enquiring in(o''ibc Ircaty of 

[Utrecht. My Motion is, That an bumble Addrcfs fhoufd be 

Ipreferted to his Majefty, that he would be graciauflj pknfed 

I to give Dire^ions to the proper OfBcers to lav before the 

[>loule, all the Powers, toUru^lrons, Memtfriah, Letters, 

and Papers, rehticg to the Convention^bctween Great 

[ Britain and Spain, concluded at the Pordo, Jan. 14, 1739. 

N.S. *^ 

Sir Robert Walpole. l 

S 1 R, 

' Of all the Duties incumbent cpon us as Membera of ^^y^^'S? 

: this Houfe, there is not one more necef^ry than that of 

fupporciog his MajcHy in the Profccution of the prefect 

War. and avoiding every Thing that may interrupt him, 

or&ny of ihofe employed by him, in ihac Profccution. The 

Vol. Vi. K r Gcntl©. 
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ATitwi;^Geo. Gent'emen itat wfrc concerned in advifing and conducling 
' 11. )7jp. oyr Utt: Ncg&liaiions with Spain, or in concluding the late 

C^V^'V^ Cunvenlioi^ arc not, I am very furc, in the Icaft afraid of 
a fair and iinp>ti-il F.nquiry into that whole Affair, or of 
having all the Papers relating to it laid before this Aj^'* 
(enibly ; byt if lych an Enquiry were to be Tet on foot, the 
would have Reafon to be afraid of an unfair and part 
Enquiry ioip their Conduft : I (2y, Sir, they would liavtj 
Keafon to be af'aid ; for tho' fuch a Thing be impro 
bible, it mull be allowed to b« poflible ; and a bare PoiBb' 
lily is, in fuch a Cafe, a fuftcient Ground of Fear. Tb^ 
*inuft of courle bJvc them a good deal of Uneaiincfs, and _ 
them to an in^titc deal ol TroubJc. as wc may mofl ration 
nslly conclude, from the Loads of Papers we have alreadjp 
upon oui 'X^^lf, relating to thofe Trao^Aions. The^i^ 
and a gre^nwaoy more, tlic Gci;tlcmcn concerned, ana] 
iheir Fr:cjii„% raufl cjrefuliy review, for otherwife thcit] 
Enemies might, from fomeof the Papers, pick Objtflioni j 
to their Co^dtfA, which, without examining other PaperSi I 
might appij^r frafible and well grounded ; from whencit| 
we mart pcrccjve, what an infinite Trocble the Gent^i 
men ccnccgicJ in ihofcTranraflions rauft be put to by fochl 
sn Enquiry.^; and thi^ Trouble no Gentleman can in Jullicf ' 
Tefolve to put them to, unlefs he fufpc^, at le^lt^ thclf 
having been gaiJly of very gre^t Enormities. 

* From tli^ Cgnfidcration, Sir, which will hold good ia 
an Cafes as w^ as this, weonght to lay it down for a Rolt 
of otir ConducV;iD this Houfe, never to fubjed any MaD 
to (he Trouble and Danger of an Enquiry, unlefs wc thiulcAM 
we have gocd Hedfbn to fufpcfl his tiaving been guilt/ <4l 
fom« very great VVcaknefs, or fome real Crime, in th»" 
Affair he had Udder bis Managcmcni, This ought, in aU 
Cafes, and at :kll Times, to £: our Rule of Conduft ; bat 
in iheprcfcnt Cafe, and at the prcfcnt Time, we are niofe 
than ordinary tender an Obiigatiun to follow it } becaali 
we are now engaged in an expenfive War, and a Wagi 
which may brfloine dargeroui as well as cxpeniive; and' 
hecaufe fomc oflhofe Gentiemcn that had a Hand in advi&ng ' 
or conJudting cjr peaceable Negotiations, ajc now cm- 
ployed by hi!, Majetly in advifing or condufting the Mca- 
furci proper to be likcn for a vigorous Profecution of the 
War: This every one knows lo be our Cafe at prefect, and 
without Compliment, I think. 1 may fay, thefc Gentlemto 
are the moil proper lo be employed ; becaofc they mul> be, 
fuppofed 10 be the moftfenfibly touched with the Shifts j 
Chicanes of Spain, and the moll thoroughly acquain 
with the Affairs and prcfcnt Situatioa of ttat Nauon ; The 
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Kefemmentwill prompt them co carry on the War with the Anno, ij<je«. 
vtmol^ Vigour, and their Knowledge wiJl c^ircA them how U. 17;;. 
10 cany it on with the grcatcU Succefs. Therefore, cf ail L/"V^*0 
Things we ought, at prefent, to avoid entering opoo an Er- 
qujry into their pafl Condu^, unlefs we arc fully coiirinc«l 
of their Iiaving been guilty of fomc egregious Wcakncfs or 
grofs Fault; and, if none but thofe who think io will jo n 
with the Honourable Gentleman in his Mouon, I belicvci 
it will not meet with that Succefs he fc-cins to cxpc£l. 

* A popular Diicontenc or Qamonr, when it becomes 
geiteralt and is entertained by Men of Sen:*; and Ftgure, as 
well as by the Vulgar and Ignorant, is a Misfortonc, f OialJ* 
lead'ly grant. Sir, which ought never to be ne^^lcdcd by 
this Houfe. This is what will never, I brlieve, admit of a 
Difpute amongft m ; but the Difpute generally ij. whctlier 
the Dii'contcni be grneral. and by what fort of Heoopic i: is 
enterurned ; and. in this, raotl Gentlemen without Do<>rs 
pafs their Judgment according to the Company they keep, 
snd the Fhce they cliicAy rdi^'c in ; but tin*, l am furc, m 

[far from being a right way of judging within, We are 

[iere, Sir, the Reprclentativea of the who!* Nation: We 

[»re to judge, as the Majority of the Nation ought, and may 

: fappofed to judge ; and, as it is impofiibie for any one 

[JMetnberoF this Houfe to know the pnnicular Sentim^rnts of 

[every Man in the Nation, he mull fo;m to bimfcif fume 

•other Method of judging. The only furc Method he cin, 

for this Purpol'e, lay down, is, to confider the AiEair in Cjticf- * 

cion, and to fuppole that the Majority of the Nniion, at Ica.l 

; Majority of Men of Senfe or Figure, are upon the liglit 

Side of the Quellion. To npply this Rale to the Gate in 

land: Weare not to foppofe, much lefs judge, rbnttheMa- 

ority of the Nation are diHatisAed with chelate Lor. vcn lion. 

lecaiife we find the Majority of thofe we convene with dif- 

ffiitisficd with it ; nor are we to fuppole. that the M.ijority of 

nbt Nation are pirdfed with it, becsutc the M .jority .of 

Elfaofe we converfe with, are fo: bat, wc are to confidcr the 

rCoovention idelf, with all the Circumllances attending it, 

liind, if we are from thence convinced, that it was a good 

[Thing at the Time it was made, we aught to fupjwfc, that 

I Bloft Men of Figure and Scnfeie the Kmgdom approve of it, 

* This is the only Method, Sir^ by whxh, as Mcmbcts 
r this Houfe, we ought to judge wh«rarc the S^ntimcntnof 
le Majority of the Nation; and according 10 this Method, 
mui) fuppofe, that the Ntajoruy ol the Nation neither 

were, nor are diitl»ti'fi,cd with the late Convention between 

Ts and Spain, becaufe, I think, ihry neither bad, nor have 

Rcafon to be fo. Hi» Majelty was cettai&!y in the 
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Amtni;, Geo. light ro try all peaceable Methods for bringir^ the Court 
r'- '7JP- Sjiain to hear Rc^fon, before he refoWed on having Recotule 

l/^^*^ 10 Arm*: This was the repeated Advice of his Parliimcoit 
and, hie following this Advice, (hewed his Regard to the 
Trade and Happinefs of his Subjeft^ The Court of Spain 
hnd, for fomc Years amafcd him with Promifes, Aod wilh 
F rote it;; t ions that they were to fettle ii)I Difputcs in an ami* 
cable maonen acd, the beft way for putting ihefe Protef- 
Cations to the Proof, was to bring them to fomc one Point, 
which muft nccefCarilj' br performed in a few Months. The 
Point fixeJ on by his Majefty for this Purpofe u-as. ibeir 
making good the Damages our Merchant had fullained. ^ 
Thi« they promifed, by the Convention, to do in s veryfl 
fiioittime; snd. if they had performed this Promifc, it^ 
would huve been a good Pledge for their Sincerity in the 
future Negotiation. If the Convention, Sir, had been a de- 
finitive Treaty ; If, by fuch a Treaty, nothing had been ob- 
tained but a Rep:irdtion for paft Damages, wiihotn any Sii- 
puJation for future Security, I fhflll grant, it would have 
been a bad Treaty. Rut, as the Convention was dciigncd 
only by way of preliminary, and as immediate Rrprarion 
for all pali Damages ivas tllpulated, in crdrr to put the Sin- 
cerity of the Spanilh Court to the Tetl, I mull llill chink it 
was the wifell and the belt Method wr cuLjId take, for avoid- 
ing the Imputation of involving ouriclves rafhiy in War. 
and, at the fame time, for preventing its bc^ng in the Power 
of the Court of Spain 10 amufc us longer with ejnp[y Pro- 
mifes or dect'itful Proteilations. 

• Tnis is the only true Light, Sir, In which the Conveit- 
tijncjii beconiidered ; and, when i confider it in thisLigbr» 
I canno: fuppofc, that any impartial Man of Scnfe in the 
Kingciom ever did. or can now lind fault uith ic, or with 
(he Ncgo:iations that preceded iij and as 1 fhall always 
take the Srnfe of Parliament to be the Senfe of the Nation, 
that is to lay, of the Majority of chofc whofe Opinions we 
ought to regard, this Treaty, and all the previous Negotia 
tioas, havirg met with tJic Approbation of Parliamem, t 
sntiQ, iVom thence likewife, cctncludc that they were, and 
Hill are approved by the Majority of thole that make any 
lort of i-'igarc in their Country. The mere Populace, in* 
deed, in all Countriei, arc fond of War, bccaufe they can 
lofc nothing, and fome of them generally make their Cor* 
tuncj by War; therefore, we ought not lo wonder, if thcjr 
rind fjult with every Mcafurethac is taken for avoiding a 
War^ which, the* it l>c their Dciighc, mu!t be allowed to be 
a public Calamity i and the oatjral Inclinations of the Po- 
p;iiacc i(i this Kingdoni> were roQzcd and enflamed by 01^ 
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llerchanuartd Seamen who bad ruffered by the Spanifh De- Annoi}^Oeo 

prfdaiions, and who were goverocd by their private Re- '1 '7lSh 

rcnimcnt^ and not by any public Regard for the Good of ^.^*V^^ 

iheir Country; but, 1 hope, it will oot bealledged, that a 

War ought ty have been entered into, merely for the (akc 

of putting an End to fuch Difcontents. Befides, even tlicfe 

Difcontents carnot now be inftlted on as a good Foundation 

for an Enquiry, becaiifc they are really now at an end. His 

Majsfly'a Declaration of War put a final End to them, as 

we have often been told, even by thole thai feem to patro* 

nizc chis Motion. An Enquiry, indeed, may, nay. I am 

convinced, will revive them ; becaulc it will be impofliblc to 

convince Men who judge fo partially, and, 1 may fay, fclf- 

iflily, that any Mcafure for preventing the War was right, 

or that the Advifers and Condu£lors o( fuch Meafures ought 

not to be punifhcd ; and, as I cannot fuppofc, that this 

Koufe will punifti Gentlemen who (hall, upon an Enquiry, 

be found, thro' the whole Tenor of their Cundu^, to have 

ii«da true Re^rd to the [ntereilof the Nation in general; 

I mull conclude, that the Enquiry propofed will, probably, 

cod in reviving thole ill-grounded popular Clamours, with, 

the additional Misfoitunc that this Houfe will then Iharc in 

»(he fuppofcd Guilt of our MiniHers and Negotiators. 
* Thus I have (hewn, Sir, that a parliamentary Enquiry 
into oar late Negotiations with Spain, would be dangerous, 
bccaufc tc would, probably, revive the Difcontents and Cla- 
inoor!, groundlcfly, in my Opinion, r^ifed againlt thofeNc- 
gotiittODs: 'I'hat fuch &n En<ii7iry would be prejudicial, bc- 
caufe it would interrupt us in the Profecution of the War • 
and that it ougbt neither to be infifled on, nor agreed to, by 
Eoy but thofc who arc fully convinced, that the Gentlemen 
who were concerned in adviftng and carrying on thofc Ne- 
gotiation!, were guilty of great Failings and Enormiliet. 
As I am n.^ne of thcfc, after thanking the Honourable Gcc- 
tleman for the Piece of Advice he was pleafed to direA, as 
I imagine, in particular to me, I mull beg his Pardon for 
not following his Council. If 1 were the only Pcrfon con- 
cerned, J Ihould be very ready to take his Advice : I Ihould 
be ready, and Ihall always be ready to fubmit any Part of 
my Condu^l toa fair and jirpartial Enquiry ; but, I cannot 
make fo free with the Conduct of other Geotlemcr). ( 
cannot ^ve my Coofent for fubjeifling them to the Trouble 
and Danger of a parliamentary Trial, when I do not think 
there is the Icaft Ground for fufpefting their having been 
guifty of any Fault, and much lefs of any Crime. By « 
formal Trial, the moll innocent Man muft certainly be put 
10 great Trouble, and be mull always be expofcd to the Dan^ 
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Ariitoi^, Geoger of M](IaJc&s ^fifapp^ebcnfloa5, or Partialiiies, od the 
11- I7ip- Part of thofc that are to be his Jodges: We have oftsn 

^^^^^^ heard of innocent Men'j betng condemned j and therefore, 
1 fliaH never think it jatl in me to give my Vote for cxpof- 
Ing a Man to that Dinger, when I am full/ convinced of 
bis Innocence. 

* With regard to the Precedent upon which iheHonoor- 
aUe Gentleman has be«n pleafed to found hh Motion, it ma 
be a Precedent as to the Forms of Proceeding, but it can T 
no Precedent as to the Menisof the Csfc. Will any Gen 
tieman fay, chat bccaufe we enquired into the Treaty ofl 
Utrecht, therefore we ought to enquire into the late Co 
Tcntion between Spain and Us? Is there any Parallel ' 
twccn the two Treaties? is there any Parallel between th^ 
Circumflances of this Nation, or the Circumftances of Ed 
rope, at thefe two Periods ? Is there any Parallel beiwee 
the Pcrfon* concerned in negotiating thefe nvo Treaties ] 
Can the Convention be fufpefted of any foch latent Defig ' 
as the Treaty of Utrecht was, ftrongly. and with great Rea 
fon, fufpe^ed of? I am really furprizcd* Sir, to heAr th^ 
the Enqairy into the Treaty of Utrecht brought as a Pre 
dent, or an Authority, for what is now propoM. If >ei 
mentioned as a Proof, that the Parliament has a Right i 
enquire into any Treaty or public Tranfaflion, it wat quia 
ueedJeft to bring a Precedent or Proof for this Porpofe, be 
caufe it is what no Man will bow, thank God ! dctiy. BtiCj 
if our having enquired into that Treaty was mentiotwd asfl 
Argument (or cur cnqoiring into ibis, it is, I think, one i 
the raoft ('nconclufive Arguments that was ever made ttfe i 
in any Debate. The Treaty of Utrecht wai a moft difto 
Bourable Treaty, at the End of a mott fuccefsful War: Th 
Convention was only a Preliminary, or an Attempt to prtf 
vent a dangerous War. At the Time of the Treaty of U"3 
Irccht, the Circumftances of Europe were in the moll happM 
Situation for thit Nation, and our Enemies wCTc. in fofovf 
tneafure, at our Mercy, if we had not entirely cotifoan 
this happy Slate of our Affiiirs, by dcfcrtjng ocr Allies d1 
that critical Junflarc: Whereas, at the Time of the him 
Convention, the Circumftances of Europe were in no teryl 
liappy Situation for us, and, T am fore, it cannot be faid. thR] 
thofc wt might then reafonably expeft to be our Encwief/T 
were in any meafure at our Mercy. The Treaty of Utrettf 
was concerted, negotiated, and concluded, by thofe who wen 
known, \ may almoft fiy, declared Enemies to the Protd 
tanc Ellablifbment; and there was a violent Sufpicion, tha^ 
in the negociating of that Treaty, there \ras an underhan 
Plot for overturoirg that EftabUihment, and placing 
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Pretender npoD the Throne of thcfe Kingdoms: Can it fcc Annoii.Ceo^ 
laid, that the late Coovcaiion was negotiated by fuch Men ? H. 175^. 
Can it be fufpeficd, that any fuch Plot was carried on under Li^^'"S-' 
the Cloak of that Negotiation? Befides thcfe Differences in 
the tWJ Treaties, and the Circumllaaccs that attend them, 
there was a very material Difference tn the Approbation 
the two have. met with. The Treaty of Utrecht was, it is 
true, approved of by Parliament, but it was by a new Par- 
liament* and a Parliaiccnt gcaerally compofed of A-Ien of a 
diAerent Complexion, that it enouired into and condemned : 
Whereas the Convennon was approved of by this very Par- 
liament ; and I cannot think, it would add much to the 
Creditor Dignity of Parliaments, to fee a Treaty condemned 
in opc Scffion, which had been approved cf in the vfry next 
preceding Seflion oi the fame Pariiament. For oiy Part, I 
cannot fee how any Gentleman can. this Scflion, vote form 
Enquiry tntoa Treaty, which laft Seflion he fofarapproved 
of, as to advife his Miijedy to proceed upon the Footing of 
that Treaty j ftw, I hope, no Gentleman will, after what I 
liave laid, vote for enquiring into a Treaty which, he tkinki, 
Jie has no Reafon to condemn } and therefore, I am con- 
vinced, no Gcatlemao wilt vote for this Motion, who agreed 
10 the Addrefj, laA Year, upoa oar talcing the Treaty into 
ourConfidcration. 

* From what 1 have faid. Sir, 1 hope it is eridciu, the 
Enquiry into the Treo^ of Utrecht can be no Precedent, 
or Argument, for what is now prqpofcd. 1 have often, 
indeed, heard Precedent* quoted in ikis Houfe, which, I 
thought, had very little Relation to the Cafe in hand; but I 
never heard a Precedent quoted, which I thought lefs « pra- 
fat than the prcfeat. The Enquiry into the Treaty of 
Utrecht can no more be brought as a Precedent, or an Argu- 
ment, for enquiring into the laic Convention, than it can be 
brought as a Precedent, or Argument, for our enquiring into 
the grand AUiiMe ; therefore, the Honourable Gentleman's 
Motion rauU r<A entirety upon the Opinion we have of the 
Gentlemen concerned in adviiiog or coadu£ling our luc 
Ncgotiarions with Spain, and upon (he Opinion we have of 
the Ficnefs cf the prefent Time for fettisg on foot an En- 
quiry into their Condu^. As I have a very good Opinioa 
of the Getutemcn concerned : As, I think, there it nothing 
appears, either from the Ccmventioo, or from the Papcri 
already before tis, that can in the IcaA impeach their Con- 
duAt and as., I thtak, this ii not a fit Time for enquiring 
into it if there did, I ftall. therefore, be agatofl the Vlotion, 
and, I hope, every Gentleman that thinks as I do, wiU join 
with IDC in fii[UO£ a Negative upon i[.* 

George 



Anno 1 > , Cco- 
Geo. Lytclc- 



George Ljrttleton Efq* 

S I R, 

* I think it my Duty to be warmly for this Enquiry : I 
think it my Duly, not upon the Principles of a Whig, 
of a Tory, but upon a much better Principle than eicr.erJ 
a Principle of 1-ove to ray Country, fuperior infinitely ; 
any P&riy-Names or DiHindlions. But I am not in th 
]ea(f furprized^ that feme Gentlemen fhould be very ua* 
tttlling we (houtd look back to the Tranfa^ons that prc-J 
ceded the War : Tranfaflions, which, for the Honour 
the Nation, one ought to wifh might fink in Oblivion, i^ 
whiJe we are fmarting with the EfTefls, it was poflible for i 
not to remember the Caufe ; and, indeed, I believe, tha 
fuch a Retrofpeft would be painful enough to qs all ; fa 
who can be eafy, that confidera from what a Precipke ' 
lately efcaped. and that thofe who drove fo near to it»-1 
lizvcthe Reins Aill tn their Hands > Bat unpleafant as l( h 
to took back, it is the proper Bufinets of Parliament : It a 
our Duly to look back, that we may know the better how 
10 look forwards, that wcmay undcrfland the full Merit of 
our Mmilter^i Servkes, and fuit our Expe^ttonfi of the 
future, to our Senfe of the part. 

' It has been bid, that this 7>eaty, we wou'd enquire intt^H 
has been approved by this Parliament. Sir, 1 will bebol^^ 
to fay, it has been condemned in Effcft by the King hira- 
lie]f, and by the whole Lcgiflature. 1 will be bold to fay, 
there is not one Word in his Majefty's Declaration of War, 
not one Word in any Rcfoluiion, in any Addrcfp, or in 
any Aft of Parliament for Jupporling the War, that is not 
directly oppofite to the Principle upon which the Convea* 
tion was built, upon which all our Meafurea, all oar Nego- 
tiations were founded, as long as the Genius of our Mi* 
niWen prevailed over the Spirit and Senfe of the Nation. 
Sir» the Principle of (he War is to confider oar Right, Not 
to be fcarchcd, &s an indubitable Claim, that will not ad- 
mit of any Difcoflion; The Principle of all thefc Negotia. 
tions, and of the Convention itfelf, was to conftder it as a 
Matter that required to be difcuffed, and to be regulated i 
and would to God, Sir, we had gone no farther in the 
Courfe of thofe able Negotiation:: But it is a melancholy 
Truth, which can be proved from Papers now on yoor 
Tabk*, that for many Years together, there was hardly 
Letter written by our Minifters, a Demand made by the 
or a Plan of Accommodation propofed, or accepted, whic| 
did not evidently tend to weaken our own Right, 
fltcngthen our Enemy's, by fomc new miftskcaConceptioa 
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in their unwrirnintablc. groundlefs PreEenfiunj. Nay, fo Annorl,C*ft. 
late as in December 1737, wc contended with our vhck *l;J7iP- 
Stiength. ihflt the Jtcgulfttions laid down in rhe Treaty of ^^^i^Niy 

I 667, with regard 10 Tcarching in ihc Seas of Europe for 
contraband (jowl?, Oiould be deemed to extctid to America, 
and obietved there, in fcatching our SKips. What a Con- 
<Jitioo had wc been in, hov;' grofly eoirap'd ly our own 
aftooifhing Igoorance, if Spain had taken us at our Word, 
and allowed the Demand f With what Grace, after that, 

I could we Iiavc prefumcd to talk of no Search : But luckily 
for U5, the Spanilb Miniller lerved us a great dcai better 
than our own : He was fo good to teach us, how to uodcr- 
lliod our own Treaties ; and fo, at lall, we faw our Error, 
and fct the Dilpute on its proper Fcnndation. Arc not 
thefe, Matter* that dcferve to be look'd into a little more 
clofely i Is not here, fiufincfa fuJficient to employ a fecret 
Committee i 

* Sir, is it enough for a Minillry to declare themfelvci 

I honed, and wife; uiid are we to take their Words for it,' 
Bgainll fuch tcirible Grounds ofSufpicionf Sir, I own my- 
ieif very ur.6c to Judge for Gentlemer in an AdminiAracion ,* 
bat, if 1 coald form any Judgment, how they ought ta 
conduA themfclvo^. 1 Qiould think, the throwing out daily 
J^fianccs to find any Fault with them, and then denying 
all Means of Enquiry, mull be very bad Policy ; becaufe, 
ic is fo fjr from looking like Innocence, that it gives the 
Jtrongefl Sulpicion of Guilt. When K.Charles I. told the 
CX>mmons, [who were preparing Complaints againlt Buc- 
kingham) That he would not alloM- any of hii Servants to 
be qucilioncd io Pdrliamcnt, he (poke the Languigc of def- 
pOEtc Power, and lucU aa this Houfe wouid never endure. 
But if, inllcad cf fpeaking fo openly, he had a little fofcned 
his Stite, confeiTed their Right to quellion his Servants, but 
at the fame Time denied (hem the Means: 11 Buckingham 
himfelf had challenged them to examine his Condud, or 
the Condu^ cif thoie who afled by his Jollru&ions, and 
under his Orders i and then rcfufed them the Sgbt of thole 
fnltruflions, and the regular Methods, accordmg to the 
Ufage of Parliament, uf examining into chofe Orders; the 
Appearance, indeed, would have been fiirer, but the Pro- 
ceeding iifelf would have been equally dangerous, equally 
faial to the Rights of this Houfe. 

• Sir, that i'jrliament would not have borne it; for it 
WAS composed of fuch Men, as had no Influence upon therh, 
to abate the Spirit and Zeal with which they proceeded to 
enquire into, and puoilh Mal<adminiliration : S.ich Men, 
Bt their Jiril Nfeetiog, before they would give one Penny 
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Anno 1 5, Geo of Money, to fopport ihe King in a War with Spain, 
11^1719- which had been begun at the Defirc of Parliament, «p* 
poinic^a Committee to cooitder of fccret Affairs, and another 
Committee fcr Grievances. You will find ihem upon theij 
Journals: The Mifcmployment of the public Treafore;j 
and the Difh'jnour brought upon the Nation. Thcfe iheyj 
Tcfolvcd to enquire into before they vocfd any Supply,' 
without apprehending any Repronch of. Want of Zeal foci 
the King, or the War; but that they might know the tron 
S'jite of the Nation, and carry on the W.-ir with more' 
Cbearfalnefs, when Juflice was done upon thofe who had 
involved them in fo many Difficulties. The fame Par-M 
liamcnt declared, and it ftands uncontroverccd y«c uponfl 
your Journnls, * That coirmon Fame is a good Ground 
' of proceeding foJ* this Houfc, either by Enquiry, or, if 
< the Houfe find Caufe, by rmpcachmcnt.' Accordingly, 
Queries were drawn up, to enquire into the Conduft of 
Buckingham, which were afterwards turned into Articles 
of Impeachment againft him, and the King, to fsvc his 
Minirter, bad no other Way tb.in difTolving that Parliament; 
lor (he Art of Mining them by Corruption was not in ufe 
in thofe Days. 

* Sir, 1 hope, I have not mifpent your Time in calling. 
back to your Memory tlic Proceedings of a former Houfi 
of Commons, which defcrve, I think, the greatert RcJpeflj 
and are mentioned with Reverence by the moll impiirtiat 
Hirtorians. How Hi^ory will mention ours. I wifh, we" 
may think worth our Contern > but how the Nation will 
judge of them row, I am fure, we ought to con£der. Sir,' 
if a King has loll the Elleem and the Hearts of his People, 
the Interpofition of Parliament may awaken him to a Senfe 
o( his Error, and by healing Counfels, reconcile, and re- 
Itorc them again ; bat if Parliaments thcmfclves aifl fo as to 
lofc [heir own Dtgnjty, and. by Confcquencc, the Elleera 
and Love of the People, who (hall then interpofe, or what 
Mediator is left f It is fijch an Evil as admits of no Re- 
medy : It is the worfl MLsfurtune that can ever befiil a free 
Government. 

• To haveapprovetl the Convention ; to have rcjc-fted a 
Motion: to have rejefled a Motion for laying before Par- 
]i;imeni, the Inflruflions of the Minider, who concltided. 
and figned that Convention ; and then to deny the Meant^ 
of examining into thofe Negotiation?, upon which Spaiflfl 
grounds thole very Pretenfionj, that we arc fighting now 
todeftroy, will certainly do us great Honour In ti«e C^inion 
of thofe, who arc this Year to pay Four Millions for fup< 
porting the War. What they will thiok of ail tJiis, I do 
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not know: but, I am apt to believe, tliey will r.cver think Anno 14, Geo. 
''about it, witliout having it at ihe fmic Time in their f'- »7jP- 
Thoughts, that the fame Houfe of Cooimons has three 
Times rejetUd the Place Bill. 

After fevcral Hours Debate the Motion paiTed in the 
Necpitivc, Ayes 196. Noes 247. 

Ttic 22d. Read a fecond Time a Bill for better Prcfcrva- 
tion of Sjlraun and 'i'ruut Filheries 

Read a iVcoiid Time a Bill far Naturalizing Madam 
Wallmoden. 

The 25ih. Read afirft Time a Bill for puniJhing Mutiny 
'ajid Dcfcrtion, and for the better Payment of the Army 
and their Quarters. 

Read a third Time and palTtrd the Bill for Naluiattziog 
^ Amalic Sophie de Walltuodcn. 

Read a lecond Time a Bill for the further and more cf- 
■ fefluatly preventing the wilful aad malicious DcJlrudioa of 
Colicrie.) and Loal Woiks. 

Read a fecond Time a Bill for amending and ctiforcing 
the Laws relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, and other idle 
and diforderly PcrfoDJ, and for reducing the lame into one 
Afl of PjrIiamcDC. 

Read a lecond I'ime a kill for the more eafy and cfFec- 
taal Recovery of fmall Debts. 

The 26:li. Read a tiiit Time a Bill for making more 

cffcflual the Laws now in being, for diiitb'ing Pcrfans from 

being chofen Members of,' or mtingor voting in the Houfe ipp.^o^I. 
of Commons, who have any Pcnfion during Pleafure, &c. gnntid lor 

Agreed to the Report of Yefterday's RclolutioD on the [5-*;^'^^'i'"PJ 
Supply, viz. Rel'olved, That 199.704/. 8 j. 3/ be granted *" ^''*'| 
for the Ordinary of the Navy (including Half Pay to Sea a Motion 
Officers) for 1740, rdaring lo 

It was moved, and thcQueflion beioe pur, That to apply ?!*''*PJ'J'^".,-^ 
towards defraying the ordinary Chirges ol the Navy, or to Money ovct- 
any iHead conum'd in the ordinary bllim^ite thereof, any rul'd. 
Sum of public Money, cxceedingthe Sjm granted by Par- 
tiaracoc for that purpofe, i^ a Milapplicjtion, and ought to 
be prevented j i: p^fled in the Negative. 

'I'he 27(h. Read a lecond time the Mutiny-fiiU. 

AKo a lecond time the Bill to grant further Powers to the 
CommiilJoners of WellminlEer- Bridge. 2.*c. 

The 28;h. Received his Majcliy's ."^r-fwer to their Ad- 
drefs, that be would give DIrecltoos to the proper OfHcers 
to lay before this Huufc an Kl!im;!:c of what may be ne- 
ceflary for the Rcbuildings and Rxpairi of hi» Majesty's Ships 
for 1740. 

The 29th. Retreived the Report of the Committee appointed 
to enquire what Laws are expired or near expiring, *e. 

6' f 2 Rcau 
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Anno It, Geo Read a fecond Time a Bill for making more cffcdual 
II. 173P- the Laws now ID being, for dlfabliog Perions ftom being 
C^'V^^ chofen Members of, or fitting or voting in 'the Houfe of 
Commons, who have any Penfion during Pleafure, &c. 

Read a fecond Time a Bill for explaining and amending 
BD A£l 9 Q. Anne for fecuring the Fre^om of Parlia- 
ments, by the ^rther qualifying the Members to fie in the 
. Houfe of Commons. 

In a grand Committee went thro* the Bill for puniibiiig 
Mutiny and Defertion. 
'^ March 3. The Houfe refolved itfelflnto a Committee, to 
confider of Heads for a Bill for the further and better Ed< 
courag^ment of Seamen to enter voluntarily into hia Maje* 
fty's Service. And Refolved, that a Voluntary Regifier of 
Seamen will be df great Utility to this Kingdom. 

The 4th. In a grand Committee went thro' the Bill for 
difabling Perfons, who have any Penfion during Pleafure, 
&c. from fitting or voting in the Houfe of Commons. 

Agreed to the Report of the Mutiny Bill, and ordered it 
to be engrofled. 

Deferr'lj going into a Committee on the Bill for the 
bettef PrefervatioD of Salmon and Trout Fiflieries, till this 
Day fix Weeks. 

The 5 th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for Difabling 
Perfons from fitting or voting in the Houfe of Commons, 
who have any Penfion during Pleafure, Sec. and ordered it, 
with the Amendments, to be cngroiTed. 

Ordered an humble Addrefs to his Majefty for a Copy of 
the Mcmcrial and Petition of the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men of London, prefented to his Majefty upon the Order 
they received for fettling the Price of Coah, &c. 

The 61I1. Ordered a new Writ to' be ifTued out, for 
elefting a Member to ferve in Parliament for the Town of 
Berwick upon Tweed, in the room of the Right Honou- 
rable Hugh Hume Campbell Efqj commonly called Lord 
Polwarth, now Earl of Marchmont, a Peer of Great 
Britain. 

The Houfe received a Meffage figned by his Majefty, 
fignifying, that his Majedy having received Propofals, for 
a Marriage between the Princefs'Mary and Prince Frederic 
ofHeffe, Son of Prince William, Landgrave of Heffc, 
Brother to the King of Sweden, has been pleafed favourably 
to accept and agree to the fame, and has thought proper to 
Qommunlcate his Intentions to this Houfe i and as his Ma- 
jeiiy can make no Doubt, but that thh Alliance with fo 
confiJerable a Proteftant Family, will be to the general 
Sacisfaflion of all his goad Subje£ts^ he promifes himfelf 
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the Concurrence and Afliftaiice of this Houfr. id enabling Anno h.G«; 
him to give fucb a. Ponion to bis Daughter, as may be H. 173^. 
fuitable to the Honour and Dignity of his Crown anJ ^^OTN^ 
Family. 

Rel'olvcd, Ncmine Contridicenlc, That ao hambfe Ad- Vote dicre> 
drefs be prefented to bis MajeAy, 10 return him Thanks, for on. 
coonmunicatiog the intended Marriage to this Houfc^ and 
10 afTurc his Majelly that they will enter into the immediate 
Contidcration of this important Affair, in I'ucb a Manner, as 
fliall demonftrate the Zeal, Duty and AiTcdion of this 
HouCe 10 his Mitjcdy, and a juH Regard to the Honour and 
Dignity of his Royal Family. , 

And the faid MeiT^gc was referred to the Committee oq 
the Supply. 

Rend a third Time, and palled the Bill for puniOung 
Mutiny and Deferlion, &c. 

In 3 grand Committee went thro' the Bill to prevent the 
CxceHIve Increafe of Horfc-Races, with fcveraj Amend- 
meots. 

The 7lh. Received the Report of his Majefiy's Anfwer lyings AnfwerJ 
io their Addrefs of Thanks, for his molt gracious Commu- 
liicatioQ of the intended Marriag--, &c. viz. ** Genilemca, 
•• I give you my Thanks for this dutiful and affcftionate Ad- 
" drefif and look opon it a& a furtlier Inflance of the Pcr- 
»« fonal Regard you have everOiewn to MeandMy Family." 

Reported the Bill to reflrain and prevent the exceffirc 
Increale of Horfe-Races, and ordered it to be engroflcd, . 
on a Divifion, Ayes 47, Noes 25. 

• TJic* ioth. Agreed to the Report of the Bill foramen- 
ding and enforcing the Laws relating to Rogues, Vaga- 
bonds, &c. with feveral Amendments, and ordered it to be 
engroflcd. 

Agreed to the Report of laft Friday's Refolution, in a .q ^qI 
Committee on the Supply, viz. Refolved, that the Sum of granted for 
Forty Thoufand Pounds be granted to his Majcfty for the her HiRh- 
Mufiage Portion of the Pnncefa Mary, one of bis Majefty's ['^^ ^^'' 
Daughters. 

»Rcad a firft Time a Bill lor remedying fome Defers in 
an Afl 43 of Q^ Elizabeth for the Relief of the Poor; and 
in one other Ail 9 K. George I. for amending the Laws 
relating to the SctUeraeni, Employment and Relief of the 
poor; a:id for making the faid ASts more efTe^ual. 

Read n firft Time a Bill to contitiue r«;ver^l_ Laws therein 

troentioned, for'punifhing fuch Perfons os (HaII wilfully and 
roalic'ouny pu'I down or deilroy Turnpikes for repairing 
Htgttwiyl, or Locks, creftcd by Authority of Parliament ; 
forinaking Rivers oavigible, Bci. £m preventing fiivolous 
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Amto ii«^oaitd vtxatioos Arrcfts ; and for betwr fecanng flic 
"■ *'»*> Trafte of bis Majcfly's Subjefls to and from the Eail : 
and for preventing their trading under foreign Cothmtj 
for limiting the lime for fuing forth Writs of CM 
upon FroceediDgs before Juflices of the Peace, Sk. ftjcl 
better and juoLe fpccJy Execution of Procefs within 
cular Francbifcsor Liberties; and for cxttrdlDg the P 
and Authorities of Julliccs of the Peace of Counties, ton 
ing Coun:y Rate;, to tie Juilices aa have Cominifiaai 
Peace witJiin themfelvei. 
' penRon-Bill R^^ 3 ^^'^d time, and pifled the Bill for making 
piffcd. effeftual the Laws now in being, for difabling Perfons 

being chofen ?v1enibers of, or rKtingx>r voting in the Houfl 
of Comnt lis, who have any Penfion during Pleafure, or far * 
any Niim «* of Years, or any OfKces held in IVufl for thes. 

Paflcu alio ;i*. cngroflcd Bill to rcQrain and prevent the 
cxceflivc locrcal'e oi Horfc Races, and for amending an Ad 
pafTed laft S^fTion, for the more efTc^uat preventing cxcef> 
iivc and deccit^il Gaming. 

Faffed alfo a Bill for the more eficAual improving tW 
Navigation of the River Dun. in the County of York. 

Agreed to the Report of YclieriJay'& Relolutiohs en Wayi 
and Means, viz. Refolved. that ai^oool. is. Sd. be Iflbd 
and applied towaicls riifing the Supply, being the Remain- 
der in the Exchequer of Money ariiing by Sale of Lands ia 
St-Chnftopherj, 

The 1 zth. Read a firll timf^, a Bill for providing a Ms 
riage-Porlion fort'ic Ptincefs Mary. 

Read a third timf, and puRW. the Bill for the further sa 
more effcftually preventing the wilful and maUcioua Bcttro 
tion of Coltierieii and Cu:il' Works. 

In a grand Committee, went thro' the Bill for graniiagf 
his Majelty i.zoo.oool. out of the Sinking, Fund, and (k 
growing Produce thereof 

The 13th. Read a fecond time, the Bill for providing j 
Marriage-Portion for the Princefs Mary. 

Read a Hrll time, a Bill to prevent cottufivc Qualificatio 
of Perfons to vote as Freeholders at Elcflions, 

Agreed to the Report of the Sinking-Fund Bill, and ' 
dcred it to bcengrolTcd. 

Read a third uir.e, nnd pafTcd the Bill fur amending 1 
enforcing ilic Laws relating to Rogues, A'ag-ibiiudi, aii4 
other idle and difonierty Pcrlons, and for reducing iho £iiiij 
into one .Ad of Parliament. 

Inagrsiid Committee went thro* the BiU ibr gnntili 
further Powers CO (he Commidioners of WeilminHcr Brt'd 
&c. 
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[The 141!]. Read a feponii time, a Bill for punifliing fich Anno rjj 
fons as fhaU wilftjll/ pull down or delUoy Turnpikes, !'• '7J5- 

I'la a grand Commitiee went thro* the Bill for providiog 
INlirrtagePoition for the Princefs Mary, with Ainend- 

nis. 
^Kead a firft time, a Bill for(he Increare of Mariners and 
amen ta navigacc McrcKant-^btps, and other Trading- 
Ships or V'cflels. 

- ITie !5ih. Agreed to the Report of the BiV for provjd- 

Bg a Marriage Portion for the Princefs Mary. 

B'Jlead a fecond Time a £ill tor remedying fotne DefeAs 

B an Aft 43 of Queen ENrabeth, for Relief of the Poor, 

Vtld in one other AO. g King George I. for amending the 

|L3W5 relating ro the Settlement, EropJoymem, and Relief 

■f the Poor, and for malcing them more effectual. 

fRefoIved, That it be an InJEniflion to the faid Commit- 

' Ke, that they receive a Ctiule to dircdt the Inhabitants of 

■ every Townfhip, Village, or Place, who have been rated, 

■nd have paid towards the Relief of the Poor, the Vear pre- 

Heding, to ele£t annually double the Number of Perlons 

they niall judge neccflary to be appoiuied Overfeers of the 

Poor for i'uch Parifh, &c and to return their Names to the 

Jjtiices of che Peace, &c. to nominate and appoint one half 

of the Perfons fo rctarncd to them, to lervc as Overleers of 

the Poor for each Parifh, &c. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for granting fiiuber 
Powers to theComroiflioncrs of Weflminfter-Bridge. 

Received a Meffage from the Lords, that they had agreed 
upon an AddrcCs to his M>ijeJly, to which the Lords dcfirc 
the Concurrence of this Houfe. 

The fatd Addref^i wait read, and with an Amendment 
jrecd to by the Houfc. Ntmine Contratikeste i and the 
fank therein was filled up with the Word Cammonj. Then 
he faidAddrefs wasor<Jcrcd bsck to the Lords. And about 
ilf an Hour after, a Aictfjge was Tent from the Lords to 
acquaint this Houle, that the Lords have agreed to the 
aid Amendment. 
Went into a grand Committee on the Bill to explain and Bill f:r fecnr- 
lend an Afl 9 Queen Anne, for fecuring the Freedom of JJ'S^*"/"^^' 
Parliaments by the faithcr qualifying jMembcrs to fit in the liamenia ace! 
^oiife of Commons. And drnpt the famc^fwif Die. _ dioppei. ^ 

Tht I &:h. Read a third time, and paHcd the Bill for grant* 
^ng 4c, cool. Portion to the Princefi Mary. 

Read a fecond time, a Bill for the better and more e^fy 
Eolle£ling of Charity Money upon Briefs. 

Read 
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Read a fecond time, the Bill to prcrent colluCve Qaaf! 
cations of Perfoiu co voce as Freeholders at lileflions. 

Then both HouTci weot with the following Address to Lis 
Ma jelly, viz. 

Moll GracFous Sovereign, , 

'* We year Majefty's moll diiciful and loyal Sabje£ls, t^C^| 
" Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in Parti*™ 
** mcnt alicmbled. do congratulate your Majclly on the 
*» glorious Succefs of your Majclly's Arms io the Wcft- 
** Indies, under the Command ttf Vice-Admirkl Vernon, 
•' by entering the Port, and taking the Town of Pono- . 
** BcIIo, and demolifhing and levelling all the Forts and 
" Cafllcs belonging thereto, 'with fix Men of iVar only •. 

•* This Enicrprize^ (0 wifely concerted, and fo bravely 
** coadui^ed, cannot fait of giving the uimoft joy to all your 
•' Majelly's faithful Subj^a?, fintc it aiFords the mofl rei- 
*• foniiblc Hopes and Fxpedtatiors, that, by (he Bicfling of 
•' God upon ynur M.ijelty's Councils and Arms, ft may be 
*' attended with other important Advantages, and highlnH 
** contribute to the obuining real and effedual Security ofB 
** ihofc jull Rights of Navigation and Commerce, bclong- 
*' ing to your Majefty's Suiycfts, for the Prefervatfoti of 
•• which your MajcHy entered into this neccHIiry War.*' 

To which his Majefly anfwered. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
■" I thank you for your dutiful Congratulations 6a ihS 
■' Succefs, which is fo miJch for the Honour and Inltfctl y 
*' my Crown and Kingdoms. The Sitiifiilion you cxprcfl 
<* in the Meafures I have taken, is very agreeable ro me."^ 

The 14th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to con tin a _ 
feveral Laws therein mentioned i for punilhing fuch Pcrfbns 
as ihall wilfully dellroy Turnpikes, &c. &c. 

Read a (econd time, the Bill for the Increafeof Mariners 
and Seamen to navigate Merchant-Ships, and other Trading. 
Ships or VclTcls, 

Read a hrlt time, a Bill for qualifying Perfons afliag ^ 
Trullccs for repairing the Highways, &c. Mr^| 

• This Addrif loat fent dvivn by tht Lwdi to iht Cemntoat, 
ivifhut tba/i fix Words Jnd Mr. Pti/teney ntiyved far and' 
infxjltdupon that Amendment, btcauft Admiral Vernon bad di 
dared, lubett he fit! in that Houfc m tte frrectdifig Par/iajMMi 
that be na^uid engage to take Porto Bella ivtth fix Men tf Wi. 
only. Anihtbat as bl bad hetn at govd ai bit ff^erd. they toglt 
fat da him too tnuth Haneur, ^c. After fime Debate, tht 
Amindment ixtas arreedta, sn a Divifoit, Ajtt 341 thet jl . 
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Mr. Speaker repoTted. that the Houfe had attended his Anno ij, Ceo? 
Majeily in the Houfe of Peers: where hu Majefly was i'- »75P- 
picaftd to give the Royal Affcnt to K^y^V\J 

An Ait for providing a Marriagc-Fortion for thePrincefs Royal Aflcnt 
Mary. given to fesx- 

An Aft for the more cffeflual fccuriog and encouraging '"*^-^^' , 
the Trade of his Majclly's Briti(h Subjcfls to America, &c. 

An A£l for panilhing Mutiny and Dtil'i-Ttion, &c. 

Ad Acl to cxpJaio and amend an A£i i of Queen Aoae^ 
for the more cffi;dlual preventing of Abuft-s and Frauds of 
Pcrfons employed in the working up the Woollen, Linnen, 
FuiUan. Cotton, and Iron Manulddures of this Kingdom ; 
an.i for extending the faid A£i to the Manufadlures of JLca- 
ther. 

An Afl to indemnify Perfons who have omitted to qua- 
lify themfelves for Offices and Employments within ihtt 
Time limited by Law, &c. 

Ad A& for repairing Hocklift'e Ro.id. 

An Aft for improving the Navigation of the River Dun. 

fin tVi for naiaralizmg Amelia Sophie de Walmodco. 

An Ad for nataralixmg luch foreign Prolcllaots. tec. as 
are fettled, crfhall fettle in any of his Majeily's Colonics in 
America. And to eight other Adls. 

The 20th, 111 a grand Committee went thro' the Bill to 
revent collufive Qualifications of Perfons to vote as Free* 
oldersat Elections, &c. with feveral Amendments. 

The Houfc, according to Order, took into Confideration Votesrclitinj 
the Lifts of ttie Protections and written Certificates entered nifrotcttionj 
in the feveral Offices ot London and Middiefex, &c And 
feveral of the faid Returns were read. And the ftanding 
Order of the Houfe, made the 31ft of January, 1718. 

* That all Protcdions and written Certificates of the Mem - 

* bera of this Houfc be dcctared void in Lnw, and be forth- 

* with withdrawn and called in, and that none be granted 
« for the future; and that, if any ttiatl be granted by any 
' Member, fuch Member Jhall make SatisfaAion to llie 
« Party injured, and (hall be liable to the Ccnfure of this 

* Houile.' 

Ordered, Ntmint Contradkentt, That the faid fianding 
Order be forthwith reprinted and publiihed, &c. 

The 21ft. Agreed to the Report of the Btll 10 prevent 
collufive Qualifications of Perfons to vote as Freeholders ac 
EleflioH!, &c. 

Read a third time, and paffed the Bit! to coniioae feveral 

,ws therein mentioned, ice. 

Mr. Alderman Willimott reported from the Committee 
of the whole Houfc, who were appoinied to conhder of 

Vol. VI. T t . Methods, 
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-AJiflo i(,Gco Metho<i3, for tlie better accommodating t\t Cities of Lobdoi 
and Wedminfier with Loals. the {ollowing KcTolution: via. 
Refolved, 

That it appears lo this Cooimittee, that the high Ooties 
of 3s. 4d. per cuflomary Tod, to be paid to the Proprietors 
of the Navigation of the River Dun, for Coals coning 
down that River, in order to be (hipped for Sea, has beca 
one great IropeditneDt to Coats coming down that River, 
and cDe Caufe of the Doties having produced nothing. 
Motion for A Motion was made, and the Quellion being pat, ihat tb 
■ Lift ofCrui- Commiihoncrs for executing the Office of Lord High Ad 
acrs ovcrnird „,;„! of Great Britain, do lay before this Houfe. a LiU i 
fuchof his Mxjelly's Ships of War, .is have been employed 1 
Cruiferi, for the Protctiion of the Trade of this Kingdog 
on Ibis Side Cape Finiilerre, fincc the loth of July Jaj _ 
diilinguifhing the Time each Ship was ordered to remain, 
and the Time fuch Sliip did aftualJy remain on fuch Cruife, 
together with the Rcafoas of her returning to any Port of 
this Kingdom : Afcer feme Debatv, it pafled in the Nega- 
tive, onaDivifion, Ayes 97, Noei 145- 

The 24.th. Read a third time, and pafTed the Bill to give 
further Powers to the Comm iJlioners fur buiJding Wcftmin- 
iter Bridge, and to enable them to raiie a furtber Sam of 
Money towards finilhing the faid Bridge, and to perform 
other Trufb repofed in them. 

Pafled alfo the Bill for granting to hh Majefty, i,200,oocl. 
out of the SinkingFund, and the growing Prodocc thereof* 
and for granting the Sura of zi,oool. remiining in the 
Rtceipiof bis Majelly's Excheqoer, arifen by Sale of Landi 
in the Ifland of St. Kits ; and tor the further appropriating 
the Supplies granted in i\i\s Seffion of Parliament. 
Addreft for a Retoivcd, That an humble Address be prefented to hi'j 
proper Num- Majdly, chat he would be pleafed (0 dirctt, that, over and 

Urs."' *^'"'" *'*°^* ^^^ S^'P^ ^f" ^'af' *'e ^^11 ^^'^^ fi» »o employ 
agdiniL the Enemy, fuch a Number cf Ships m:iy be ap- 

pointeti to cruife in proper Stations for the eflcAtial Security 

and Protection of oar 'I'nide, as ihati be coniitlcnt with the 

I>c-fcncc and Proic^ion of his Majclly^s Ooniinionf, and the 

lafe convoying the Trading Ships of this Nation to and 

from foreign Parts. 

Read a third time, and pafled the Bill for more cfiioflimt 
preventing fraudulent Qualif.catioBi of Perfons to voce u 
Freeholdeiiat Eleaion*. &c. 

Received the Report of his Majefly's Anfwer to ihci^ 
Addiefs of Velterday, v\z. *' All polfible Care haa beei^| 
" taken in carrying on the War againlt Spain in (he raotV , 
*• proper and dicilual manner, and 3( the fame time for pro- 

•• tcfling 
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«* teding the Trade of my Subjefts; »nd yoa may be ftf-Annorj.Geo. 
" forcd, (hat the tunc Care Ihail be continued." '^ t7^9- 

The Amcndmencs made by the Lords to the Bill for pro- Sp'^f^^^ 
iiibiting Ct'mracrce with Spain, uerc uken into Confidera- „ith*tftdLord« 
lion, feme of which were agreed to, and others dilagreed to. on tlic Bill tor 
And a Committee was appointed to draw up Reafoni to be prohibiting 
offered to the Lord), at a Conference, why fomeof the A- *^'"'™^rcc 
niendments weredi&greedto. *'"*' ^P"""' 

In a grand Committee went thro' the Bill for the locreafe 
of ^fa^ine^s and Seamen. &c, with Amendments. 

The z6th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for the In- 
f creafe of Mariners and Seamen, and ordered it to be en- 
' grofTcd. 

The 27th. Agreed to the Report of the fcveral Refolu- 
tions in a Committee on Ways and Means relating to the 
Enconragcmcnt of the Greenland and Whale- Fiihery. And 
ordered in a Bill accordingly. 

Read a third time, and palTcd the Bill for Increafe of 
Mariners and Seamen, to navigate Merchant -Ships, and 
ojher Trading. Ships or Veffcls 

A Meflagc was (em to the Lords to deJirc a Conference 
upon the Amendments made to the Bill for prohibiting 
Commerce with Spain, and their Lordlhips agreed to the 
fame, and appointed To morrow at two o'clock. 

The 28ih. Read a firft time, a Bill for Relief of Deb- 
tors, with refpcft to the Imprifonmcot of their Perfons. 

Mr. Walpole reported that rhc Managers had been at the The Bill lefr 
Confermce with the Lords, and delivered tlic Rcafocs for with thcLords 
difagrecing to (ome of the Amendments made to the Bill 
for prohibiirng Commerce with Spain : And had left the 
Bill and Amendments with their Lordlliipi. 

Received divers Accounts from the Commiflioners for 
Trade and Plantations, in purfunnce ol two AdJrcflcs to his 
Majefty on the i jth of June 1739, (concerning the Paper 
Carrency, and the Rates of Gold and Silver in America, 
from 1700 to this prcfcnt VcarJ together with the Return 
fentto the faid Commiflionersfrom the refpcitive Governors 
of his Majclly's Plantations chcreupOD, and cogcther with x 
[ Lift of the faid Returns. 

Refolved. That this Hoafe will, upon this Day Month, 
refolve itielf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to con- 
fider further of the Bill for remedying fome Defers in an 
A£l 43 Qqccq Elizabeth, and in one other Aft 9 King 
George I. for Relief of the Poor. 

A Petition of divers Merchants, Exporters of the Wool- MerchanMPe- 

IcB and BrililhManufiaurcs and Fiflicriei. &c. was read ; [^X fi'Xi* 

T t z fetticgi '"' 
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*nfloi5, Geo fctting forth ihe great Lofles which they fulUin by th* lay- 
lI^iTip. ingona general Embargo, ire. and praying Relief. 

A Motion was made and the QueAion put. That the faid 
Petition be referred to the Coofideration of a Committee of 
the whole Houfc, and that the Petitioners, if they think fit, 
be heard by thcmfelves, &c. it poHed in the Negative. 'Oa 
a Divifion, Ayes 95 , Noes i G6. 

The 3 1 ll. Read a fird time, a Bill to empower the Coortj 
of Aldermen to fix a Price on Coals. 

Read a firft time, a Bill for bcucr Prefcrvation of 
Majeliy's Woods in America, &:c. 

jipril I. The Houfe rcfolved itfelf into a Committee, to 
consider of an AA made the laft Scflion, for taking off the 
Duties upon Woollen and Bay-Yam, imported from Ircla.Ddln 
CO England, and for the more eir<:£lual preventing the Ex-J 
ponation of Wool from Great Britain and Ireland to fureigo 
Pans. Moved that the laid A£l be repealed, which afcej^ 
Debate was rcj&fled. 

Read a fecond time, a BUI for bciter. Prefcrvation of his 
Majefty's Woods in America, &c. 

Read a fecond time, and committed a Bill for reducing an 

. Aft 2 of King George l\. and an Aft 3 King George II. 

for Relief of Debtors, with refpeft to che Iroprifonment ot 

their Perfons, into one -Aft, and for explaining and amend. 

ing the faid Afts. 

Ordered, That the Committee have Power to receive a 
Claufe or Claufesfor the Relief of fuch Perfons being Deb- 
tori, who were aftually beyond the Seas on the firft of Ja- 
ziusry 1736, and who by unavoidable Accidents were de> 
prived of taking the Benefit of an Aft 10 IsJug George U. 
for Relief of infolvent Debtors. 

Read a kcond time, the Bill 10 empower the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen, to fet the Price upon all Coals imported 
into London. 

In a grand Committee went thro' the Bill for the better 
and more cafy coUefting of Charjty-Money on Brief?, and 
ordered the Report on the nth Inllant; on a Diviiion, 
Ayes 46. Noes z\. Adjourned to the loth JnlUnt. 
Addrcfi rclat- '^'^^ ioK\i. Reloived, That an humble Addrefs be pre- 
ing to the fentcd to his Majclly, that he will be graciouily pleafed to 
Amercifi Cur- give Dircftions. that there may be laid before this Uoufc. 
"^"^T- Copies of the IcHruftions to the feveral Governors of the 

Britifh PlaDtacions in America, whereby they arc dircfted 
to obferve and put in Execution an Aft 6 Queen Anne, for 
afceriaining the Rates of the foreign Coins m Amctica ; 
and aKo relating to their not giving their Alfent to any Afts 
of Alfembly for the llriking and UTuing any Paper-Bills of 
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Credit in lira of Money ; and likewife relating to the paf- Anno ij, Geo 
itogany Bill, or Bills, whereby the Trade or Navigation of ''■ ''IP- 
thisKmgdom may be any ways affe£led. \-/^^y^'\m/ 

In a grand Committee went thro' the Bill for belter Pre* 
fervation of his Majefty's Woods in America, and for the 
Encouragement of the [mportation of Naval Sfbres from 
thence, and for gnnting a farther Bounty upon all Ships 
cmploy'd in the Whalu Filhcry. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for the more eafy col- 
lecting of Charity Money oo Briefs. Ordered it to be en- 
grofletl. 

The 14th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for better 
Prefervaiion of his Majcfty's Wood in America, Set. Ordered 
it to be engrofTcd. 

Theijth. Pjfled the Bill for continuing fevcral Lzvn 
therein mentioned relating to the Premiums upon the Im- 
portation of Marts, Yards and Bowrprii*, Tar, Sec. and for 
graoting a further fiouAty upon all Ships employed in the 
Whale Fifliery. 

Received an Account of the Rife and Progrefs of the Paper- 
Bills of Credit in South Carolina from 1700 to this prefent 
time, together with the Computed Value of Money of Great 
Britain at the Times of creating and iflufng the fame. &c. 
And icvcral other Accounts relaung thereto. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for confirming and 
enlarging the Powers granted to the Governors and Guar- 
dians of the Hofpital for the Maintenance of cxpofed and 
defertcd young Children, by his Majcfty's Charter, bearing 
Date the i7ih of Ottobcr 17J9, and to enable them to 
execute the good Purpofes of the faid Charter^ with the 
Amendments. 

The i6th. Paffed the Bill for enlarging the Powers of 
the Governors of the Hofpital for cxpof«l and defertcd 
young Children, with the Amendments i and ordered it to 
the Lords. 

Received £ve Petitions praying to be heard by them- 
felvcs or Counfel, againil the Bill /or fettling the Prices of 
Coals, and Leave was given accordingly. 

Read a fecond Time a Bill for the public-regiftring of 
Dcedi, Conveyances, Sec. and committed it, on a Divifioo» 
Ayes 61* Noes 40. 

The 17th. Agreed to the Amendments made by the Lords 
Co the Bill for enforcing the l^ws relating to the Rogues, 
Vagabonds, and other idle and drforderly Pcrfons, and for 
reducing the fame into one A&. of Parliament. 

Took into Coniideratioa the Aroendmenia made by the 
l-ord» 
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Anno 1;, Geo Lords to the BilJ for prohibiting Commerce with Spain, aod 
IL »7lp- ii(zgree6 to one Amendment. 

Ordered, that Mr. Secreury-at War do go to the Lords, 
and defire a free Conicreocc ihereupoD. 

The 1 8th. Read a thiid Time and palTcd the Bill for the 
mare eafy colleding of Charity-Money on Briefs. On 
DivifioQ, Ayes Sy, Noes 76. 

Jna Committee made a Progrefs on the Bill for fcttti 
the Prices of CoaU, and to proceed on MotKfay i Ayes 45 
N0CS38. 

The ard. Reid a fecund Time a Bill to obviate certti: 
£>oabCs, how far Perfons sAing under certain Charter 
from the Crown, or other Powers, arc obliged to quali 
themfelves, by taking and l^ubfcribing the feveral Oath: 
and Teth cftablilhed by the feveral Statutes now in ft 
ibr thofc Purpofes. 

In a grand Committee, made a Progrefs on the Bill fel 
public-regiftrinf of Deeds, Conveyances, Arc. when it waj 
moved that all fach Writings Ihould be regiHrcd with the 
CIer!(s of the Peace in cnch County, whicn paflcd in the 
Ntgaiive, on a Divifioo, Ayes gi. Noes liz, to proceed 
to- morrow. 

The zzd. The Managers went to hold afreeConfirence' 
with the Lords on the Bill for prohibiting Commerce wJtli 
Spain, and having waited there three quarters of an hoar, 
and the Lords not coming to the faid free Con^rcoce, the 
Managers rhntight it their Doty to Hay no longer. 

The nonfe thereupon adjourn'd jtfelf in fome difguft, 
without taking .my Notice of the Orders of the Day, 
which were accordingly dropt, but were revived the Tt*xt. 

The 23d. The Managers went to a free Conference wit 
the I/>rds, and being returned, the fame was reported to the' 
Houfe. 

Tbe 24th. Fn a Comrorttce; took into Confideration the 
feveral Papers relating to the Paper Currency, and the 
Rates of Gold and Silver in America, from 1700 to thii 
Time. And came to feveral Rcfolutions on the famtt 

In a Committee went thro' ttie Rtll to empower the Coa 
of Lord Mayor and Aldermen to fct the Price of Sea Coal 
iroporird into London. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill 10 impowcr the Court 
of Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, to 
fet the Price of Sea Coals imported. See. And ordered ii' 
to be ingrofled_. 

Ordered Icveral Addrcffca to be prefcntcd to his Majcfiy- 
Concerning the Paper Currency in America. 

Went is:o a C:'iumittcc on the BiU for obviating certain 

Doubts 
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Douba coMtrning Perfons uking the Oaths. Moved that AnnoM,<fc». 
the Chairman do Imvc the Chair, which after Debate ^J7i9 
palled ia the Affirmative i on a Divlfion, Ayti 79, Noei 
^1. 

' The BUI for public-rcgiftring of Detds, Conveyances, 
'tec was dropt by Agreement. 

The 28ih. Read a third Time, and pafTed the Bill co 
impower the Lord Mayor at)d Aldermen to fet the Pries 
upon all Coals imported into Londoa, and oidcied it to 
the Lords ; on a Divifion, Ayes <;6, Noes 32. 

The 29th. His Majcftycame to the Houfe of Peers, and Royal AiTent 
gave the Royal Aftent to the following f ublic BiJJs, viz. ^"^JJ" ***^* 

An Adl for granting One Million two hundred thoufand 
Pounds, out of the Sinking-Fund, and growing Produce 
thereof. And for granting the Sum of Twenty one ihoufand 
Pounds one Shilling and eight Pence half penny, remaining 
in the Exchequer, arifen by Sale of Lands id St. Chrifto- 
phcr*s. 

An AS for continuing the fcveral Laws therein mention- 
ed relating to the Premiums upon (he Importation of Mails, 
Yards pnd Bowfpriu, Tar, Pitch and Turpentine j to 
Britiflimade Siil-CIoth, to the Greenland and Whnje 
Fiftery: For granting a farther Bounty for all Ships em- 
ployed in the Whale PiJhery during the prefent War, Sec &c. 

An A^for prohibiting Commerce with Spain. 

An Atk for enforcing the Laws againft Rogues, Vaga- 
bonds, &c. and for rnlucing the fame into one A£l of 
Parliament. 

An Aft to rertrainthc cxccl&ve Increafe of Horfc-Rsccs; 
and for amending an Afl for preventing of excelBve and 
deceit&I Gaming. 

An Ad for preventing the malicioos DeA;u£tion of Col- 
lieries and Coal-Works. 

An Ad to continue feveral Lawt therein mentioned, 
ice. &c. 

An AA for the Increafe of Maiioers and Seamen to navi- 
gate Merchant Ships. 

An A&. to prevent fraudulent QQaJificatioosof Perfons to 
vote as Freeholders at Eledions. 

An Ad for confirming and enlarging the Powers of the 
Governors and Guardians of the Founding Ilofpiul. 

An Ad to grant further Powers to the CommillioDers of 
Wetlminller Bridge. 

And to Six other public, and Eleven private Ads. 

After which his Majclly was pleafed to make a mod 
gracious Speech from fche Throne, fignifying. That the ^^j*^^* -^'^ 

2eal Speech 
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4itno 1), Geo Zeal which they hid hitherto Ibcwn for the Support utd 
11^ i?iP- Profecution of ihe juil and ncccffarj' War, Id which |tc wai 
^./'"^^\^ engaged, was a fn-Jh Proof of their Concern for the Hontnir 
and Jmcrell of his Crown and KmgdomE. He tbankod 
them for the effectual Supplies which they had greittcd 
him for the Service of the current Year: And afTured thenii 
that they fliould be duly employed to the Purpofes for 
which ihcy were given. He ag&in recommended Unio&^J 
kmongfl ourlelvci, as being highly conducive to the car*fl 
ryirgon this great Work with Honour and Advantage, and^ 
to the more Ipeedy obwining cfall poffible Juitice and Si- 
tiifaflion from the Crown of Spain, for the many gricvou 
Jnjuriei fuffeied by his Subjcds; and effcdual Security fa 
the future, &c. 

Particulars omitted, by MiHake^ tothe lad Seflien. 

November zg. The threcMotions following were madei 
the 6rft by Sir WiUism Wyndham ; the fecond by William < 
Puliency, Efq; the third by Edmund Waller, Efq; viz. 

lO, Whether or no an humble Addtcfs Ihouid be pre- 
fented to his Majefty^ that he would lie grac»oufly pleaftd 
to give Dircflions to lay before Parliament) Copies or £x- 
trafts of fuch Memorials or Rcprefentaiions, as had been 
made cither to the King of Spain or his Minilters, froin 
iheTreaty of Seville to March 9, t738, relating to any 
LofTes fuUained by hit Msjclly's Subject, by Depredations 
committed by the Spaniards in Europe or America^ which 
had not before been laid before Parliament. 

2dly. Whether or no an humble Addrcfs (houtd be pre- 
fenied to his MajeHy, that he would be graciouily pleaftd to 
give Diredtons, to lay before Parliament. Copies or Ex- 
trails of all Letters written and Indrudions given by the 
Secretaries of State, or CommifQoners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, to any of 
the Governors of the Britifh Plantations in Amertcn, or 
any Commander in Chief or Captains of hisMajelly's Ships 
of War, or hi« Majefly's MinTiler in Spain, and CoofuUin 
Europe, from the Treaty of Seville to January l» 1738, 
relating to any LolTea fuftaincd by his Majedv's Subjrdi. 
by Deprendations committed by the Spaniards in Europe 
or America, which had not before been laid before Par- 
liament. 

3dly, Whether or no an humble Addrefs (houldbepre- 
(enied to his MajelEy, that be would be gracioufly pleafed 
to give Direflions, to Uy before Parliament, Coptca of all 
the Inltrudions and Letters feni to Mr. Kcene by hii Ma- 
jelly's MiniUer«, authoriaing him to conclude end ftgn th« 

Con- 
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ConTcntion between his Zi'Ia.jsfly and the King of Spain, onA.nno,i3Geo. 
Jan. 14, 1739- N S. " '7JP- 

Each of chcfe three Motions occafion'd a Debate, of (-/"^V'SJ 
which ihc two laft wcic ai follow : Dcbnreontha 

William Pultcoey, Efq; 

Si R, 

' Altho' the Succefs of the laft Motion mHll be a Dif- WilUamPiil-. 
COuragcmeni to any Gentleman 10 make a Motion in this ^ ^'^ ^* 
Houle, which he thinks will not be approved by the Mi- 
"uifter, yet, as I am refolved always to do my Duty u a 
Member of this Houfc, without regard to thcSocccls I may 
meet with, as I am refolved 10 cunfider only what may be 
agreeable to the People I reprcfent, and what iJiey may 
julUy expcft, without regard to its being agreeable cr 
difrfgrccablc to a Minilicr^ I fliall beg Leave to make you a 
Motion, which, I think, is not liable to the Obje^ions 
made againil the laft, and therefore^ I hope, it will meet 
with a happier Fate. For thefe two Uft Sffions, Sir, this 
Houfc, and the whole Nation, were entertained and amufed 
viih the ftrongell AfTjraoces, that the Negotiations then 
.carrying on with the Court of Spain would at lall end in a 
iaf^! and honourable Peace.- Thi» would liaise been a good 
EnJ, an End lor which we had Rtnlon to negotiate, and an 
End which cveiy good Man wilTied to Ice, tho* very few 
expeftcd it ; but as, during the whole Time of thcle Nc- 
go:iattons, we were put to a great R>:pence, and, luffcring 
many of the Calamities of a real War, we ought not to 
liave continued our Negotiations, unlefs we had very good 
Grounds to cxpcft a fpeedy and happy Iffje^ and, 10 the 
mean Time, thofe Squ.idrons, which the Nation rt'aa put 
to the Hxpence of fitting uuc, ought to have been cmpJoy'd 
in protecting our Trade, from thofe warlike Infulcs which, 
under peaceful Pretences, were frequently put upon tho 
Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom. 

* ifour Negotiitiont had ended in a fsfe and honourable 
Peace, as we were okca aiTurcd they would, the Pcop'e 
would have concluded, that thofe Hope;, upon which we 
had for To many Years continued our Ntgotiationt, were 
well founded, and the Fruits of an houour.Lble Peace and 
flouiilhing Tr.ide would have made them fj'gct the Injuiiei 
they t).id i'ufTered, and the Dangers they had been ej:porcd 
CO. Likea weary Traveller, they would have n'pccd in 
the Warmth and Convcoicnccof their Quarters, and ivoaid 
h<ve forgot the lolls and the Dangers of that long and 
tedtouf Credit, tbey had been obliged to make, m order 
to come fafcJy to their Lodging. Bat ai ojr Nc^t)iiiition» 
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have now taken & quite diffisreni Turn, the People nflthef 
can fuppolc, that wc had ever any well gioundcil Hopes of 
Succcli by Negotiation, nor can they forget tbe Infulti iliey 
were evpofed to, and the Injuries tbey fuffere^, by ibe 
CoD;inuancc of thcfe hopelefs NegoliAtions. I'hcy not o&ly 
COQcludi!. thRt we continued to negotiate nfier b''it]gde 
>rived of all Hopes of Succefs in thit Way, but that vcr 
little Ore was taken, in the in«n Time, to protcfl on 
Trade from thofe Dangers and Inconveniences it was 
pofed to, by thc(e very Negotiations. 

• ]f thefe Conctuftons are wrong. Sir, ifoirr Hopes 
Succefs by Negotiation were well founded, and proper Can 
tiken to protcA our Trade in the mean Time, I am fur 
the Parliament cannot do a more cfSAual Service to th 
AdminiEUatinn, than to enquire into (he Groands upd 
which oar Miniicra continued to negotiate, and inta thvj 
Care they took to protcft our Trade, while the)- thus coo-| 
cinucd to negotiate : and us no fuch Enquiry can be made 
without having all the neceiTary Papers and Materials befor] 
us, I hope, in the Motion I am to makCt I Ihall have th 
Concurrcrce of every Gentleman concerned in the Admfl 
nitlration ; for when a Man is blamed or accufed, either by 
a private Pcrfon, or by the public Voice of his Courtryjt] 
I am always witting to fuppufc him innocent, unlcfs hq] 
gipcs me Reafon to lulpcfl hira. guilty, by his indullnoufly 
avoiding a fair Enquiry into hii Condufl. For this Reafoni 
I fay, Sir, 1 hope, I Aiall have the Concurrence of ever 
Gentleman concerned in the Adniiniflration ; for I ih II 
forry to find them, by their Oppofition within Doors jolli-^ 
fyirg and confirming the f^andalous Coucluiions thai arff^ 
made ^g^inft tlicm without. 

* But, Sir, whatever Reception my Motion may lueei 
with from thofe concerned in the Adminillration, I am 
lore it is a Motion that will be agreeable to every Man, 
fvho has no Share in the Adminillration, nor Any particular 
Dependence upon it ; and it is a Vlution which every Manj 
ibat has fuffEired by our Negotiations, or may fuficr by the 
War, has a Right to have complied with. When aoygreaC^ 
Misfortune is brought upon the Nstion, the People exped,^| 
they ought to be informed, how that Misfortune came to bc^ 
brought upon them. This Information they cannot expcA 
from ihofc coocern'd in the Management of our national 
Af&irs : They will not reft fatisficd with any Accounts 
they can give^ and in this they are in the right, beceuf* 
thofe that are concerned in the Conduct of public Affairt 
may be, and are cften. the chief Caafe of the public Mif- 
fortune. i,n all luch Cafes, tc is from Parliament only 

they 
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ihey can expefl ^itisfjAion, It ii for thii tbey fend ui Annoi;,<7co. 

Itcre; antl it we dan*tgive {he People this Sitibfaifliciii by a '1- t7}9> 

ftiir and impartial Enquiry inio ihe Caufea of the MUfor- K^/'t'^'kJ 

tuDC, wc negled one of the chief F.nde of our mening ia 

this Houfe I hope it will be granted, that War is at all 

Tiine«. and to every Nation, a very great MuTcrtune : |r is 

cot ycc a Twclvemonch ago, fince it was reprefented «$ 

fucb a terrible Mufortune. that a Nation ought to fubmii lo 

the moU cruel Indignities, the moll tedious Negotiations, the 

moll fcanJ^loui Convention, rather than involve itfelf in a 

War, I did not then, I do not now, look upon War in 

fuch a terrible Light i but yet I look upon it as a Mitfor- 

lunt:, which no Man ought to involve his Country in, if 

It cfln be avoided ; and therefore, if there b« any amongll 

ouilclvea who, by their Folly, have involved us in this 

Mtiforiune, their ConduA ought to be enquired into, nnd 

ihcir Pcrlons removed from our Couoci.'t. that the Na:ioa 

may net fufFer a frcond Time by ti:eir Koily ; for if we 

do not lemove fuch Men from our Couueil3> they may 

bring u5 into a liecond Mlsfortane^ ten Time« woife than 

the lirll. 

'This, Sir, ii what the People arc afraid of: They 
iircl the Misfortune of the War. and, 1 fear, will feel it 
icverely before it can be brought to an honourable Con- 
cliifion : They fufpcA, wc have been led Into it by the 
Wcaknels of our own Conduct: By not underftanding our 
own Rights, or not rcprefenting them in a proper Manner 
10 the Lourt of Sp-iin, that Court, tbry fufpeft, haa been 
encouraged to form new Pretentions agiinlt us ; and that 
by mcjn ConccIGjns in former I'reatici, and by too pa- 
tient^ a d too lo 'g fubmiiting to Indignities, we at \»& 
made that Court believe, that nothing could provoke ui 
to declare VVar agaiall them. This is fufpcflcd by moA 
Men in the Nation to be the remote Caul'c of the prefent 
War; and for removing or conlirming their Sufpiciooi, 
they expe^ ibey jultly expcA a fdir and impartial Ko- 
•c]uiry into the Condufl of our public ASiin If by this 
Enquiry wc remove thefe Sufpicions, we do Juflice to our 
Minivers i if thereby wc find them contarmed, I hope we 
dull do Jullice to the Nation. 

* The People, Sir, hove long fuffered, and greatly : Oar 
Ships have been feized* our Merchants often plundered, oar 
Seumen long treated in the moil crurl manner, by a Nation 
we could Uave cruflud to Atoms, if we had properly and 
feafonably mide ufc of our Power. The People expcd M 
fee a Realon given for making them fuffer fo long i cfpedU 
ally, iincc the Rcalon hitherto given, appears now to be »<» 
U u s Realaa 
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InnoM'Geo. Re.ifon at all. Ertfry one knows, thnt oar Merchanft »nd 
^^'719- Seamen have betn compLiining of the Depredation? com- 

C/"V^^ iniued upon them by tiic Spmiards. for this Dozen of Years 
pnfl. During all that Time wc hivc been in a cominnal 
Courfc of Negotiation, and the Suffereri b^re always been 
told with great Confidence, that oar Reafon for not patting 
an end to their Sufferings by a Declaration of War, was the 
rtufonabte Hopes we had of putti^gan end to them by aTreaty 
of I'eace. Th:j now appears to have been a very iafufficient 
Reafon -, and it cinpot be (aid, it was lets convenient, or letj 
fsfe for us to have declared War, or iffged Reprizals, again! 
Spain, ten or a doun Years ago, than it was in the Muntb 
of June laU; (or the AfFurs of Europe were never in fid 
unlucky a Situation for tins Kingdom, as they were at thaC 
Time, nor was the Power of Spain then Icfs, or the Powcq 
of this Nation tJien more confiderable, than for twenty Yc 
preceding. Nay, the Power of Spain was lad June mor 
contidcrablc than it had been for a dozen of Years bcfor 
bccaufe they had in that I'imc many large Additions cotheij 
Navy, and bad united tJiemfelves more firmly to the Cour 
of France: Whercai we had made no Addition to oj^ 
Srfngfh: We had relieved our People from none of the] 
Taxes they groaned under, nor paid ojT any conndtrj.b!4 
Pirt of our national Debt; and by our Condud wc had ifl 
that fime delHcfacd from u^ every ufeful Ally wc had, 
could hnve Id ihc World. Therefore, I muftcondude, iha^ 
lafl Summer was the worll of any preceding 'J'ime for thM 
Nat;cn to engage in a Warj from whence it is natural Id 
fuppofe,and the whole Nation dofs fuppofc, that neither odi^ 
former pacific, nor our prefcne warlike Mealures procceicdl 
ft^m any national Concern, but"'from fomc Motive of r^ 
private Nature, which wc ought, and certainly will cnquir 
into, if we fiicw a due Regard either to our Coun:ry or Con 
Iticuents. 

• Another, and, t think, a very ftrorg Rrafon. Sir, * 
ourer.quiriog irio the Caufcsof the VVar is, the Confidcre 
with which the Court ol Spain has publicly affcrtcd, ;l, 
die War ii owirg to a Breach ol Stipalaticns on the Pui 
tbii Nlion. it is, indeed. lucky for us, that Spain tooh 
from ilirncc sn CXrcsfion not to perform her Part of the lall 
li■6dabu^Tr(-ACy we made with her; for thelaft h &r from] 
bon^ the lirft fcandalous Ttc»ty we have lately made witb 
that Nation. Jt is lucky for Uf. the Spaniards refufed 
pay the 95000I. Ilipalated by the late Convention; far jf 
|^y.i]ad made th.)t Payment at the Time appointed, we 
Afraid huve been pinned down to a r.ew ten Years Negotia 
liuot duriDg which Time their Gu&fda CofU's weuld liavc 
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fiad a fort of new Indulgence w have plundcreJ oar Mer-Armon,6eo.] 
chants, and by that mrans they woa'd fuon bavc reimburfed l^^' '7^' 
^hemfcivcs the Sum they paiJ for that Irdqlgtnce. But as 
^hc Real'ons gfven by Sp^in, for not jnakir.g ihai Payment, 
Are founded od Breaches of Conditions on our Rin ,- »s tbofe 
Conditions are fuch 88 wdTe never ratified by his Majcfty ; 
and as they have never yet Iwcn denied by lay p- b!ic Au- 
thority in this Kingdom, they ought certainly lo be en- 
quired into by Parltnincm, for vindicating the Honour of 
our Miniders if they sre inncicent, and /or vindicating the 
Honour of hisMajefty and the Nation, by puoiftiing them, 
or fending them over in Fcners la che Enemy, if they are 
guilty. 

• In ftiort. Sir, to have fuffrred fo lorgand fo much, in 
hopej of a Peace, and yet at lali to find uurfrlves in a War« 
and at a Tiineihe moll inconvenient, the mod uangercuS for 
this Nation, afivrJs fdch Prefumptions r>gain(l the Wifdom 
of thofe that have lately conduced ojt public Affair!, and 
has in i fed fvich a general Sufpicion and Dillrufl among th« 
Feople, that in Duiy to oar Country, in Duty to our Sove- 
reign, and, I hope, tn Jullicc to thofe who have been con- 
cerned, we ought to make ftrift Enquiry into our late Nego- 
tiations with Spain. Whoever muy be to blame, we are 
▼ery certain, both from the Nature of our Conftitution, and 
the Knovvledge we have of his M:ijelly'i Wifdom and Good- 
ncfs, that he can have no Share in it; and, ilierefore, when 
general Sui'picions and Complaints arc raifed among the Peo- 
ple* ic is toe Duty, it is one of the grcateil Vizi, of Parlift- 
iDcntt. to enquire intotheCrouiids of them, in order, either 
10 convince the People that there is no folid Ground for fuch 
Sufplcions or Complaints, or to recorKiile them to their 
Sovereign, by detcAingand punilhing the Guilty, or at leaft 
by preveniing their h iVing any farther Concern inadviiing 
or condu^ling our public /ifTiirs, Thii, I f:.y, U, at all 
Times, the Duty oF Parliament, but etpecialty when the 
Nation is juft entered into an cxpcnfivc and dangerous War, 
and a War too, which a great Pitrt of the People believe to 
be owing to the tedibus p::rplexed Negotiations we have for 
fo many Years been cirrying on at the Court of Spain, and 
the tame Subm [(lions we huVc made to tbe repeated Jnfults 
of that haughr>' Nation. 

V Cin the Nation, Sir, expcfl a prudent or a vigorous 
Pro'ecotion of the War from ihofc wlio, they believe, have 
been guilty of fo much Imprudence and Weakncfi in Time 
of Pence ? Cat» our Soldier* or Sailors aft with Courage or 
Vigour, when they nrc diffident of the Coodud of thoie who 
tue [heir chiif Djrettois? Can our l\opIc pay with Plea- 
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^j|nnoi^,Gea fare rbrir Ttxei, wbcn the chief Managfmcnt aod ApplU 
n. i;\g. cation is ^g Ik entniftcd tothofe, in whofe Coniudi chey CUI 
put no Trull > Sir, if wc Mpcfl Succeis in the War, if we 
exped to puta (pctdy and on honourable Kod to t<„ wc znuft 
remove the prefent Sofpiciocj of ibe People, or remove 
thofe that have caufud ihem ; and neither of thcfc can be 
done, but by a fair, and imparual^and a Ailfl p«rli.irpept-iry 
Enquiry into our Ia:e CoroL<5l. eiprcially that P^rt of it 
which rejates to our TranUitions uitb (he Court of Spain. 
This Enquiry we have a Right, and are, in Duty to our 
Sovereign. »& well as our Coofiinicnis, boand to make; and 
this Enquiry will, I hope, turn out to the Advanuge and 
Honour of thofe that have been concerned. I hope we 
flial] be able to remove the Sufpieions of the People, by 
flicwing them, that all our late TraDr^fLions with Spain have 
been carried on with WifJom. S.CJdincfs, and Perfpicuityj 
but this cannot be dorc, unlefs we have laid before u» all 
thofe Papers that arc necefliry for giving us a thorough' 
In%ht into thofe Tranfaflionsj for if the proper Materiali 
are denied, the people will not believe, that we are eith 
feriout or impartial in our Enquiry * and in that Cale. ii 
ftcad of removing their Sufpicion;, with regard to our Mt 
Btfleri, we (hall render ihcm difconicntcd. nay defperate, 
well as diffident, by giving them a Sufpicion of the Jnte* 
jriiy of their Reprefcnta lives. 

* For this Keafoo, Sir* 1 Dull conclude with 
tx.* 



ill 

1 



moving. 



Horatio Walpole, Efq; 

Si t, 

llontio Wal- * ^ """tl think, that Gentlemen give thcmfelves a ve 
pok, Elqi unnccefr.Lry Trouble, when, upon this Occ^lion, or any Occ 

iion of the like nature, they ulk to us of the Right we' 
have to enquire into the Condufl of any public Meafure. 
fn former 'i'imes. this Right mty^ prrhapi. havc-beeo de- 
nied, by the Pjrafiics of Princes, who aimed at arbitrary 
Poiver. But it i» a Right that has newer, of Jatc Years, 
been denied : it has never bccli, I believe, fo much as infii 
nuAted by any Gentleman now in this F^oufe, that we hav 
not fuch a Right, or that it ought not lo be exercifcd upoa 
e*ery proper Occafion. But, as parliamentary Enquiries 
into the Condufl of thofe that arc employed by the Crown. 
are generally the Caufe of great Ferments in tlie Nation, 
efpecially when they aredlrefled againtl thofe in high S: 
tion», andau fuch Hnquiriei are always dangerous, as well 
trooblefiimc, even to the \xA and moft iaitbhil Servaoti pj 
tbe Crowoj they ought not to be fnoo fcot, but when (he; 
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isanab'blute anJapparem NecclBty for fo doing. We may Anno 13. Geo.] 

Jemembcr. the very UW I''.nr^iiiry thai was fct on foot. r>ifed II 1719. 

fuch a Ferment in zne Nation, as, at hit, ended in a dange* 

Tous and dcftrudive Civil War. That Knquiry was ablb- 

luieljr and apprcnily niccflliry; bu: rtcefiliry as it was, if 

<ve had, 3E tba: Time, been ciigsged in a foreign War, I 

ihou!d licve been for puuing h on till the CoucIuiJun of 

the War; for, if the dilarfedted or difcontenicd Party, call 

them wiiich you wjU, cou'd have InH any foreign Alliflance, 

they rmght, perhaps, hive been able to have turned the 

Tables, n-.-.d inllead of having their Condiift enqnircd into 

■nd punifhed as it defervrd, tney might have enquired into 

and piir.'ifhcd rhc Condudl of thofc wbo had fo jultly fee up 

an E"; iiy intu theirs. 

' A>1 iu>;h Enquiries, Sir, muA therefore be allowed to be 
*9^ dangerous Confequence to the Tranquillity of the Na* 
tiofl ; ^nd. if we confider by whom fuch Exiquiries are 
'generally let on fii;): and carried 07, we muft alluw, :hat 
they are not only troubiefomc. but dangerous, to the Per- 
fons whofe Condud is enquired into. They are generally 
fet on fuot by tSc perfonal Enemies of thofe in the Admini- 
firauon, aod arc ufually carried on with n 2eal for con- 
demning, which Aiflci every Sentiment of Coinpaniui), and 
makvfc humao trAiities appear to be roonftroui Crinnes. I 
jhall grant, Sir, that it is a great Advantage to a Perfon 
accufcd. either by a private Informer, or by a public Re- 

Iport, to be legally rried and fnirty acquitted ; yet, neverthe- 
iefs, 1 believe, do fucb Perlbn VM>uId chufe to pat himfelf 
upon his Trial, if he could convcnienity avoid it ; for even 
the mod liinoccnt may. by fome Accident or Mil!akr, be 
condemned, and therefore a prudent Man, let hi: Intiocence 
be never fo apparent, will H!w,iy) chufe to vicdic<ite his 
Cfaar'fler by fome ether Method, rather than run the nik 
of a legal and formal Trial. For this Rvafon, Sir, 1 (hdJl 
be no way furpriz:d, if I finJ the Friends of I'lotc who 
were concerned in our late Negotbtions with Spain, oppof. 
jng any parliamentary Enquiry into thole Negotiations i 
cfpccially as I am convinced, whatever lonie Gcntlcmca 
may picale to fuggrlt. that there was not one wiong Step 
made in the whole Courfe of (hat Tranf.flion. 

■ I prcfume. Sir, it will ;ippC8r from what i have faid, chat 
no psriiamentjry Enquiry ought cvtrtobefet on foot, but 

»wbeD there it an abiolute aitd appirent NeceJBty for fo 
doing; and therefore, I fliall next obferve, that there never 
can be fuch a Ncccfiity, but when (here appears to b«vc been 
a lldgrint Error in lome Part of the Coii>JuA Af our public 
H Aff^iii. A national Miafoitu&e is no jtilt C&ufc f^r a par- 
■ li,i!itcnury 
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Anro rj, Gto ITaraentary Enquiry, onlefs there be Ground to VeWcve, that 
JJ '"-P- ir was owing 10 the Crime, (he Negl<;ft, or the Wcaknei'! 

^/r"\> vt ihofe whu were concerned in advjfmg orcontiiifling our 
public .A fFtirs I (hall moil readily admil, that War is a ^ 
grcar Misfortune to any Nation; and that it is a greate^ 
Kli(f»rtanc to 3 Twding Nation, than to any oilier: Tq 
w.'.ich I mull add, that to this Nation, I beticvp, it is 
gre -tcr Mi>.'or:uric to be Involved in a War with Spain, tha 
with any othtrr N.>rron in Europe. But this is (o far fron 
be ng a Rrafoo fjr an Enquiry, that it ii a JiiffiEcatioo > 
tlic pacific Mcalures To long purfued by the Adminiftration. 
T'ltir avoiding a War as lop ga* ptjffibic, ihcir endeavouring^ 
a^ much as chiy cou'd to bring Matters to an Accommoda^ 
tion, is in my Opinior, a Vlanlfcftanon of their Prudence,! 
an 1 o: their ftcdfjJl Regird far the Trade and HappineQ 
of their Comiiry. Suppofc it true, which I havcgoixJ Rca^ 
ign to btrlicve is fir from being the Cafe, thit the Spaniard^ 
>vcrc Co wro-'g headed as to look upon cur Regard for oar- 
felves, as a Sign of our Fear of them, could thin be called a 
Wtitknrfi in iholc ihnt had the Management of our Affairs, 
effrtislly. as they hsve nfiw convinced the Spaniards of 
their Error > And, it the Court of Spain did really /all iota 
iuch an Error, I hope, the Event of the prefent War will N 
a I'tilirg Memorial Lr that Nation, never to f«U into fact 
another. 

* I'hui, Sir, I think, it ti ertdcnt, that our prefent Mis4 
fortune ot being engaged in a War wich Spain, can be ni 
Resfun for fetiing up a parliimentary Enqtiiry into our lati 
Tranfitdlions wich that Nation, ut^lcjs it IhouEd be faid, tha 
we made unTc^fooHblc Demands upon them, or Cntcre 
precipitately into the War, neither of which, 1 beiievc.wiK 
be exprefly allct^ged by any of thofe Gentlemen who nov 
fcem fo fond of parlianicntary Enquiries, tho* the Hon. 
Gentleman has been plc^fcd to infiutintc lomethirg like it i 
for, I mult think, a War is precipitately entered into, if it is 
begun f.t the very worlt Time that could have been chofen 
for [h It Purpofe. I onnot, however, be of his Opinion : I 
csnnuc think, that hl\ Sjmmcr w?.s the wont, or the mod 
improper Time we could have chofen for entering into 1 
Wir, or ordering Repri2;ils agaifift Spain. The Audition! 
made by Spain to its Navy, we knew, could be of no SigJ 
nificaiton in a War a g^inll thtb Nation ; and tho* the Court 
of France and 5p4in have ttcen of late mure Urmly uniti 
than they were obauc fi'tren Years ago ; yet that Unio 
will not, I hnpr, prvail wi;h Fr,inte to ?.&ii the Spaniard! 
in &n uiijuH Wur sgiirll us; but, if it ftiould, ic is not to 
be imputed 10 any Enqr in our Conduft, but to the prereD|_ 
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lance» of the two Coarti; for whtlft tbe preTcot Anno i ],<?«>• 
King of Spain lives, it is naiural to fuppofc, that there will '*■ ''iJ"- 
be an' Union beiwnn the two : and this r.-^ anorher very 
ftrong Argament for juiii'ying the Length, or, i.'' Gent emen 
plcafr, chc 'rcdioofrcrf of our Ncgot Miions ; bccaurr, if the 
prefent King of Spain bad, m the mean time, happened to 
die, we Diould probably have f lund that Court more flexible, 
and more inclined to come to a friendly Accommodatioa 
with us. But, as that Event did not happen, &nd as it be* 
caffleatlaDabfoiuEely orcclTiry for us to vindicateour Rjghti 
by Force of Arms, wc were obliged to take our Fate, l« 
who would declare againfl us ; for, let the Situation of Af- 
&irs in Europe be what it will, ] hopr, it will always be the 
Happttiefs of this Nation to£nd proper and powerful Alliei 
upon the Continent, as foon as we have Occafion for them. 
But, I muA obferve, Sir, that (he bell Method to have good 
Allies, is to Hiew them, wecanlUnd upon our own Legs; 
for, if they Qiould fuppofe, we cannot do without them, they 
will of couric impolc harder Terms upon us, than they could 
otberwife think, of. 

• Wich regard to our own Condu^, therefore, I do not 
think there is the Groand for fufpe^lmg it of any Weak- 
nefs, either in the Negotiations that preceded the War, or in 
the Time we c hole tor com* icncing it j and confequently 
there can be no NeccOity for an Enquiry. J, indeed, never 
hc^rd of a parliamentary Knqutry into public Meafures* 
unlefs tbey were fuch as had been firll cenfured by Parlia- 
ment. Can this. Sir, be ailedgcd againlt any Part of our 
Negoriations with Spain > Thofc Negotiations did, at laft 
' end in a Treaty : That Treaty was approved of by Parlia- 
ment. If it had been cenfured, there would then have been 
good Reafon for enquiring into the Negotiations by which 
it was concluded ; but, fo fax otherwife, it was approved of, 
and juftly approved of by both Houfes, in my Opinion, 
whatever fome Gentlemen might think of it. By thac 
Treaty, a Reparation for the Damage oar Alcrchams had 
fufiered was exprefly promifcd ; nay a proper Provifion was 
made for preventing any Search in Time to come. This 
was all we could dcfire. and the Confequence hat fliewa, it 
was a. good Treaty for (his Nation : The Spaniards thought 
it fo good for ut, that they afterwards refuled to perform 
cheir Piiftof it j and this is the true and the fole Caufe of 
the prelent War; therefore, lam furprized, any Gentlemaa 
Ihould pretend to be ignorant of the Caufe of this \Var, or 
ihaca parliamentary Eoquiry t« nccellJry for informing any 
Man in the Kingdom what was the Caufe of tbe War. 
Vol. VI. Xi Whatever 
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Artnoit.fteo Whaferer Coubts Ibme Ceadeinen wttfain Dooff ttitf 
lti?jP- have, hou,ever much they may refine, about ihe remote 

^/V*^*' Cauieof the War, 1 »m perfuaded. Sir, bo Geoilemen, or 
at ]e«ll very few, without Door*, pretend to doabc cf th« 
Court of Spain's being (he io\c Caufe of the War, b> re- 
{ufing to liilfii ihAt Cunventioii they had fo lately and fip 
folcmnty agreed to. And, I an as fully perlaadrd. thJt 
wiib regard to the Negotiations which coJcd in that rieaty, 
there are no Complaints wnhout Doors amcnglt Men of 
Figure and Scnfe, except fuch as are prejudiced by their 
FalStms, or I'uch as arc dHaffefted to his Majelty, and con- 
Icquentiy rrsdy to find fault with every Thing done by his 
Servants, if there aieany Complaints without Doors, they 
Are w boll) among the Vulgar, the Ignorant, the Prejudiced 
and the Dtl^ffVfted ; and if this Houfe were to fliew Ut grral 
a Regard to the Cumpiainu cf I'ucb Men, as to enter int» 
a P«rliam<-nt3ry Enquiry, in order to convince or laiiif/ 
Ihcm, we (hould never be able (o do any Thing elfe but 
enquire, nor would fuch Enquiries ever convince or fatitfy 
(hem, but, on the contrary^ would afford thebi new Matter 
for Complaint. 

Therefore, Sir, whaterer Right we miy have to enqoire, 
however much it may be our Duty to enquire into pubiitf 
TranJadioos, we are at pn->nt under no NeceOity, nor 
hsve we any OccaCon to take up eur Time with Enquiries. 
)u)eveo {uppole an Enquiry were nrcefTtry, yet it maybe 
prudent 10 delay going upon it for fome TirMe 1 and this, I 
fltink, is (he C«le witU regard to the Enquiry now pro. 
p^l'ed. Suppole it weie neccilary to enquire into our Ne- 
goiiations with Spain aotcccucnt to the Convection, ii 
would. I ihink, be very imprudent to go upon it in this 
$e£ioo of Parliament 1 becaure it would be necel&ry to hava 
feveral P;ipers laid before us, which ic would be moU im- 
prudent to make public, as every Paper mull t>e. that is 
kid before fuch a numerous AfTembly, Whether the Paper* 
now moved fur may be necellary for an Enquiry into our 
late Negotiations with Spi<in, I {hall not determine. buC 
this I m»y with Confidence affirm, that the laying ofal) 
the Letters and lntlruAion» moved for. before this Aliembly, 
might be aiicndcd with moll fatal Consequences to the 
Nation. 

• We all kcow. Sfr, (hat the Spantardt lay the whole Blame 
of the War upon us, by pretending, we were the £rfl ihac 
broke the Convention. Their Pretences, indeed, are fo 
weak, and fo appirently iH-fourded, thai they do not de- 
ferve ao.Anlwer, and far Jefs the Notice of this fioufet 
but if thiti Moiiuu Ikould be agreed to^ and complied with 
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by liii MajelTy, tht Letteri and InnniAions thereby catltd Anno r{,C«o. 

for, might a^rd the Spaniards lorac pUufibte Grounds, at l*;*?}?- 

lealt more piaufibJc than any ihcy yet alledced, for faying, V./t^S-/ 

it WAS this NatioQ that firll violated the Convention. If 

from thele Papers it Ihould appear, that hoftilc Inilrudior* 

were (enr to any of ourSea-Comroanders, or luany of our 

Governors, tho* jt (hould appear at the lame Time, thac 

tho'e Inftruflions were condiiional, ack) not to be carried 

into Execution, unlrfs the Court of Spaiplhoiild refife Aich 

or fuch a renfunubte Demand^ yet that Court wauid from 

tbrnce argue, that we had dealt deceitfully, or not can- 

dtsly, by them i becaufe jt from thence appexred, tbit wc 

had been preparing to attack them, at the very Time w» 

were treating witi^ them. Bcfides this, there ore many 

other Circumlbnces might appear from the Papere and Jo- 

flniflians now caUed lor, which might give the Court of 

Spam fomc Colour, tho' not real Ground, for laying th« 

Blame of the War at our Doorj and as we do not know 

wha: Eff.fl chefe colomable Pretences might have upon 

foreign Courts, all of whom now look upon the War at 

owing to the 0[)llinacy of the Spintards alone, we ought 

not. I think, in Prudence, to cill for any Papers that may 

probibly furnifh our Enemies with fuch Pretences. 

* Another fttal Confetjuence that may probably arife 
from having thel'e Papers laid before u$, is a Difcovery of 
thoie Diiigns ihjt are now to be executed againll the 
^nemy. Let uc confider. Sir, the Circumllancea the Na* 
tion was in (aJl Vear. His Maj'elly was by the Advice of* 
his Parliament to make a laft Attempt for accommodating 
our Dilferences with Spain in an amicable Manner: For 
this Purpole. he was to make a peremptory Demand of 
every Thing we had a Right to infut on i and for making 
this Demand effirdual, or at Icall to give it its due Weight. 
he fetit Admirii Haddock with a Scjuadron into the McdU 
lerranean, and Commodore Brown with another to the 
Weft Indies ; in order to fhew the Court of Spain, that we 
were refolved to begin Hoftilitics, if they attempted to 

Juibbie with us any longer. This hsd the dellred Zi(e(l : 
[ produced the Convention, by which, as I have faid, 
we obtained all we; could delire. We mull fuppofe, ebiC 
thcfe Squadrons were furnilhed with Inllru^ions for be- 
ginning Hollilities, in cafe the Court of Spain had abfo- 
lutely refuted to treat with us Qpan a reafbn;ible Footing ; 
and consequently we mull fuppofe. that in the Inllrudtoni 
there were Schemes laid down, how our Squadrons were to 
begin the Attack, and where they were to make the itrit 
boUile Attempt u^a tbeRnemy. As Spain fi^mitted, and 
X X 2 concludod 
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Aflfwij, <3eo«Dcluded a iroft reafonablc Treaty with ui, iherc wu 
lljjT^f- ihen no Occation for carrying any of thole Schcmci or 
DeGgos into F.xecutton i but now thatSpaio has, by adding 
Breach of Faith to her rorm<;r Obllinscy, obliged us to 
begin the War, thefe Schemes or Defigns, or fome of 
them, mud now be carried into Execution ; and before thii 
is done, I am fure it would be very impiudcnt to difcover 
them 10 th« Enemy, which would be the certain ConTe* 
qocncc cf having ilie Letters and iDflruflions now called for, 
Uid b(forc us. We fliould thereby give Spain an Oppor- 
tunity of providing agairill every Attack wec::n make, and 
of taking all pofTible Mcass for rendcruig our Dcfigni 
againfl thc-m abortive. 

« Sir. whatever Opinion the People without Doort may 
liavc of the paft Ccmduil of thofe, who have the Direftion 
of our public AfTiirs, I ^m certain, chey would have no 
good Opinion of, nor any Conhcence in their foture Con* 
dufl, ftould they agree to this Motion, oradvJIe his Ma- 
jelly to comply with it ; I muft, therefore, be of Opinion, 
that. IhouM we agreeto the Addrefs propofed, his Majefty 
U'Duld find himfelf under a NectlTity of refiiGng our Rcqueit ; 
and as I am very welt aiTjrcd, that his Majelty will never 
Tefiifc any rcAfonable Rc^uell that can be made to him by 
his Farllament, I fliall always be againll making any Re. 
quclt. which, I think, he cannot in I'rudence. or con- 
Jiftenily with the Welfare of his Kingdoms, fj y comply 
with. The Addrefs propofed, I hope, ] have (hewn to bfl 
§. Rsqueil of this Nature ; this is the Light J view it in } 
and this is a mofi fubltantial Rcafon for my giving a N 
gativc to the Motion.* 



1 



Edmand Waller. Efg; 
S 1 R, 

Edmarvl Wal. ' ^ f^" readily admit, that the Rights and Privileget 
Ici, fcf^li of Parliament have bot of laie Years been fo much difputcd 
by our Minillers, as they were formerly, and if it weie . 
ncceflary, I could give a very good Rcafoo for this Com^| 
plaifance on the Part of our Minil^ers; but the ackoo'v.^1 
Jedging of our R^2''^ to enquire will fignify but little, if it 
Jhould ever come :i be in the Power of MinllUrs, to pre- 
vail with a Majoriiy of this Houfc, to puta Negative upoa 
every QueAion that tends to an Enquiry. Thi-i, I hope, ii 
not now our Cafe » bat I muft obfervc, that, for many Yeari 
pafl. either our Minillers have been extremely good, or 
our Parliaments extremely complaifani; for there has been 
no regular Parliamentary Enquiry into the Condufl of i 
pne Minillcr» whillt he continacd to be fo i and if no I 
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nifler's ConduA ii ever to be examined by ParlUment, till Anno t), Gem 

after he is given up by the Crown^ I canoot thick, that ^'' '7JP' 

Parliamentary Enquiries will ever be of any grc^t Sciricc '^^T^^^ 

to the Nation. The Hon. Gentleman tkiat l^poke )afl, has 

been fo good as to acknowledge our Right lo enquire into 

the Condudl of public Affairs ; but if the Arguments he baa 

been pleafed to make ufe of upon tbis OL:cjfion. be allowed 

to be of any Weight, I am fare, no Parliamentary Enquiry 

into a Minifter'ft Conduct csn ever be fct on Foot, becaufe 

chey will be of equal Weight againfl every futuie Enquiry, 

and every Motion that may tend to that End. 

« The Hon. Gentleman is plcileJ to lay, we ought never 
(o enquire, but when there appears to have been a flagrant 
Error in the Condu£l of our public AfKiiri. S:r, how it 
this Error to appear, if we are never to have laid before us 
any Papers that relate totho late Condu^ of our public 
Aflairs ? Does not every Gentleman fee, that the End of aa 
Enquiry is here miftaken for the Caufe ? A general Sufpi- 
cion, therefore, mull always be a good Oufc, and tiiii it 
what gave Ocpifion for the prcfcnt Motion. There i$ ac 
prefent the iirong' i\ Rcafon to fufpeft moft egregious Errort 
in the late CnnduA of our public Al&irs, 2nd we dcfire to 
have the Papers now moved for 1 lid before us, ihat we may 
fforn tbcQce point out the Errors our Minillers may hav« 
been guilty of, or remove the Sufpicions which are now fo 
general, and which may have been unjutlly conceived. But 
J wilt go farther: I will affirm that. iT our MiniAers 
have been guilty of 00 Error in their late ConduA, they 
have at leaft be=n guilty of a mod egregious Millitke. They 
declared, with the greateO Afluraccc, for fevcra] Yeart 
together, that they had Reafon to hope for a happy Iffbe 
from their pacilic Negotiations. Boes it not now evidently 
appear, that they were millaken i And as I can difcoi'cr 
■o material Difference between an Error and a Millake, I 
mud therefore thiok, chat from the Hon. Gentleman's own 
Argument, there is an abfolute and apparent Neceflity for 
enquiring into our late Condu^ ; and if there be a Necefiity 
K for examining our late Condud, we ought to have all Papers 
^ before U!), (hat may any H'ay contribute to our Information. 
■ Whether we ought, or ought not to enquire into the 
late ConduA of our public AEiir; is therefore, 1 think, a 
Queltion that can admit of no Difpatc* and, I think, it has 
not been faid, that the Papers called for are not necellitry 
for our Information. But we are told, they cannot be laid 
before us, becaufe the Secreti of our Government would 
thereby be difcovered to our Enemici, which might be of 
^ nii^cvous Confequeocc to the Nation. That (hcfe Papert 
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JiMin t\t Gto ronlato fome Secrets, which our Minillers do not defifc l« 
l^ JTit*- have difcovcred, is what I am fully convinced of. oiUcrwifc 

S^t'^S^ litis Motion would nu be (o ftrcnaoufly oppofed: Btittl)attbu 
Pifcovery might be of any xnitchievous L'onfcquence to the 
Nation, it what I very much doubt of. U \t what every 
Getitteman, as a Member of this Houle, ought to doubt 
Cf. becaule in tbe prerent Cafe, we ought certainly to have 
ftll the Info'Distion that can be given coiifiDently with the 
public Safety ; and in a Cale where we ought to doubt, it is 
below the Dignity of this Aff^mbfy to Ukr. a Refolution of 
t>iat Dojh: from any of our own Merobent. In fuch a 
Cafe, it IS from his Msjefly alone we can accept of any 
S>tiEf<i6ior, Bnd the only Method of obtaining that Satii- 
idflicn is, by agreeing to tbe Addrcfs propofrt*. Can Of 
prcfcnting I'uch an Addrcls be attended with any b.id Confe- 
quencef Jf his MajeAy, by way of Anfwer, fboald tell as, 
tMt (ome vi ibofe Papers could tiot fufcty be laid bcforr □;, 
»T3ulU fuch an Anfwer be attended with ary bad Confe- 
ouecce ? Could it be fiiid to be a Refufal ot our Requelt * 
No. Sir, every Kcfufal of fuch P.equcI) uTipIies, in its own 
T>iaturc, the Condition of its being confitltnt with the pubKc 
Safety; and therefore hi^ iVlajerty's ti-lling us that it is not, 
wili alwayibc iock'd on by adatitul Houfc of Commonj, as 
ft I'ufficient Anfwer to fuch a Kequell ; but it U an Aniwcr wo 
.Cdn take from none but our Sovereign : It is beneath our 
Pigrity to take fuch an Anfwer froipany of hiaServtnts. 

* Suppoftng then |therc was a Probability, that fome of 
ihefe Papers might make a Difcovery, which would be of 
dangerous Confequence to the Nation, it would be no Argo- 
jneiuagainlt our agreeing to the Motion. But fo far other- 
Wife, it it not poflibtc to luppole.ihatany of the Papersn-jW 
CiUed for contain any Secrets, the Difcovery of which might 
be ot bud Confequence to the Nation, witiiout fuppofmgour 
Miniltcrs to have been guilty of a very great Weaknefj, I 
than grint, that in Summer, 1738, we were, or at lealt our 
Minillers were, in a State of L'nceruinty about War or 
Peace. I fball graot, it was right in them to contrive and 
form Schemes for attacking the Spaniards, in cafe they had 
refufed to treat with us upon a reafonable Footirg : but 
whillt they were in this Doubts I am fare it would have 
been very wrongs in them, to have communicated focU 
Schemes, either ra the Commanders of our Sqaadrons, or tq 
Itie Governors of our Plantationj, For as no fuch Scheme 
could be carrried into Execau'on by them, till tbcy had an 
Account from hence, that oar picific Negotiations were en- 
tirely broke off, and War refolved on i and as the fame 
£xprcf3 tiiac carried them (his Account, might likewtfe 
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hawe carried them the Schemes our Miniflen b»d formed, Anho M.Qea 
With proper InllruAtoc? for putting them in Execaiion. i( U tji^ 
woald have been molt ioiprudcnc and Hifli in our Minillers, '^^"'^' 
to giVc or fcod them any warlike Schemes, or InlbuAioni 
for executing any iuch Scheme, before thejr feni them art 
>\ccountol our Negotiations being entirely brolce off. Ws 
cannot, ihercfjre, tupporc^ thitt aoy of the Letters orlo^ 
ilrufl ous now called foi conuin any Secrets, orany Schemes 
which are noiv (y be exccu'td, unlefs we luppole that ovt 
Mioiilers were guilty rf a Piece of gniit Wcaknefi j and if 
we fuppofe liiem gmky of fuch a Piece of Weakncfs, ii is 
s good Realoiif nut nnly fur eD(|Uirlng into thtrir Condu^, 
bHi for removing ehcfli from our public Councils; fjr in thd 
dangeiou»» .-ind, I an afraid, long JoQ/ney we aic now 
«nt«rcd upon, it is not likely, thole Minil Crs can c.-ry oi 
thro' witii Safety, tha: niadc fach a Trip at the lirH 0.iilet. 
' Sir. if the Letters and InRru^lions now called for, werri 
fuch at they ought to have been, taey could contain ncthing 
but Oroer« and Directions how to take c>re of our in^e, 
Vid prcveiH our Merchants being faitner plundered, wKilit 
we were negotiating with cbofe thut had p untjered them. It 
ivas certaii.ly our tiufinefs to prerent, as much as potliblei 
our Merchants being plundered during the Courfe of ouf 
Negociation, not only lor iticfakc of our Trade, but forthfl 
fake of fucceedirg in our Negotiation ; for the lelj we fof* 
fefcd, the [els Reparation we had todemand, and the Jeii we 
bad to demand, the more eafily mighewe cjtpcfl to obtain 
Saiijfidion in an amicable way. It was. therefore, ths 
Duty of thofe, whor« Bufincra it wa*, to lend the moli pru. 
dene and cx<&. lnMru<lions to our Commanden, Governors. 
and Conluls, to lake ?ll proper c:«'e of ourTriide in the 
mc B (1 ne : And here, I beJhve, the Secret lies. Con(td< x 
ing how many ol our Merchant 6nips were fcized, how 
many plunderej, and Tome perhaps, w.ch their whole Crew, 
fu«k, after being llrippedof every Thing rhtPiraiis tliouehe 
valuable, there is tlic greaiell ReaioQ to fuffcft, that due 
Care was not taken ol our I rauc, nor proper Inltrndioni 
{•ven (or that Purpofej and this is i he Secret, I believe, 
winch fome amonglt uiarc to mach afraid of having difco* 
vered : bat will the Dilcovery of this Secret be aiteodcd 
With any milchievous Conft^juenceto the Nation > Can the 
Enemy from thence get any Advantage ? On the contiary, 
Sir, if this Secret be not now difcovered; if thole who org^ 
lecled, or did not know bow to take care of our Tnde in 
Time of Peace, be left to uke care of it in Timecf VVar, 
this Nation mull lufier many L<-nc> in Tnde, and the Enemy 
^ auA ttiip many Advantages, whKb oeither wc (bou^d have 
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*KJ7^- tiken to prevent it. This is a Cpnffqu-jnce, and a L.w. 
^^^"^i^ Conlequencc, wliich Re:ilan may convince u* of, and it is, 
in illy Opinion, coaBrmcii by what has already ptfTed fince 
the War began; for if ihe Enemy, in every four Monthi, 
during the Continuance of the War, lliould be able to take 
IS many of oar Merchant-Ships, as tTicy have done in the 
four Months lincc it began, 1 am afraid, we Oiall neither get 
Honour r.or Advaoc:^ge by the War, and in the mean Time 
cur TraJc will be utterly undone. 

• As for the Handle the Enemy may get from thefe Pa- 
pcTJ, for throwing the Bl'^me of the War upon this Nation, 
it is inipolTibie to luppofe they Qua get fuch a Handle from 
thefe, or from any Papers that can be laid before Parlia- 
gnent. The Caufe of the War is now fo well known, that 
it is ncedlcf^ cither lor them or U3 to dilTcmble or difguife it 
any longer. The Non payment of the gtj.oool. Aipahted 
by tjic Convention, was roc the Caufe of the War ; but the 
tjnavoidableners of a War, without giving up the Point of 
Search, was the Cdurc of that Non payment. It is known 
to ^'ll KuTOpe, ai well as to-every Man in this Nation, that 
the two principal Points in Dirputc between Spain and us, 
were Reparation for p^ft Sufferings, and no Search in Time 
to cf>me. The Spiniards, I believe, were from the Begin- 
ning refolved to grant Us neither the one nor the other, bat 
were willing to negotiate with ua as long as we pleafed, 
becaufe, in the mean time, they had an Opportunity to en- 
rich themfelves by the Plunder of our Merchants ; and tho* 
a Sufpcr.fiun at lealt of fearching till the Point of Right 
^ou!d be deiermined, ought to have been a Preliminary to 
ftny Negotiation, yet we not only entered upon a Negcua- 
eion, bat have concluded two Treaties with chem, without 
ttipulating To much as a Sufpenlion of fe.irching our Ships 
upon the open Seas. In this manner we continued to nego- 
tiate with them Ibr almoU twenty Years, and would, I be- 
lieve, have llil! continued to do fo, if the Spirit of the Ni- 
tion had not at lali rifen up agiinll this tedious, hopelefs, 
and unequal Method of Negotiation ; for the late Convco* 
lion grive us nothing^ but a new Fund for Negotiation. It 
gave us no Strcurity, it give us noSitt^fa^ion, it gave as no 
Keptr.itiun, but what the Spaniards thcn>fc1ve9 hnd before 
acknowledged to be juJUy due to us. Before this Conven- 
tion was concluded, the King of Spain himfelf had allowed 
fu of our Ships to have been unjullly leiaed: Thefe iix Ships, 
I fiippofe, he reckoned worth 27,000!. and this was all the 
Rep<trMrion he would agree to give. If we would accept of 
Chii Reparation, relealc Jill other Demands^ and leave the 
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Point of Search, as wdl a& all other Dlfpute;, to « new Anno i ), <3eo. 
NegotiatioD, iheSpaniirda were willing to conclude a Treaty *^- ^'W- 
or Convention with us; and fo fond were wc of having a V^^t^-' 
Treaty of fame fort or other, that wc agreed to thefe I'erms, 
But tho* this Treaty was not cenfured, as, in my Opinion, it 
ought to have been, within Door*, yet it was To much cen- 
fured, and To loudly and generally exclaimed sgainll without 
Doors, that our Miniilers faw, ihc Nation would neither 
gire op* nor bear to nrgotiate any longer about the Point of 
Search, nor would ic bear with feeing the South-Sea Com- 
pany made a Sacrifice of to the unjjit Refcntment of the 
Court of Spain. 

< This the Court of Spain were fenfiblc of, as well as our 
Miniilers : and as the Court of Spain were refolved not to 
yield to ui in either of ihefc Poinis, they faw, that a War 
was anavoid&ble, even tho* they had paid the 9^,000!. Itipu- 
lated by the Convention. Therefore, as I have faid, it wa* 
not the Non payment of that Sum that w;is the Caufe cf 
the War, but it was the Unavoidablenefs of a Wnr that was 
toe Caufc of that Non-payment ; and it was the Court of 
Spain's obninately infilling upon thcfc two Points, which of 
iheir Side were mod unjult. that was the Caufe of a War'i 
becoming unavoidable. This every Man of Senfe, both 
Abroad and at Home, is fully apprized of. Ic is the 
onjull Obllinacy of the Court of Spain, that muft, by every 
one, be looked on as the Caufe of the War ; but whether 
that ObHinacy was occa&oned by the Condufl of our Mini- 
flers, is a Quellion of a different nature, and a Queflion that 
will, I hope, be foon examined into, in the only Phce 
where fuch a Quedion can be properly examined, f mean, a 
freeman independent, and an unbilled Briiilh Parliament. 

• Confidering the Power of the twoNaitoiis: confiderirg 
the incapacity of Spain, ei'.her to hurt this Nation, or to 
defend itielf againl't as ; and confidering how fevcrely it has, 
in former Reigns, felt the Weight oi our Refentment, it 
mud be allowed, Sir, that the Obllinacy of the Court of 
Sp^in, in Points that are fo man.fedly unjult, is both lur* 
prizing and unaccountable. It mud be allowed to bca fuifi- 
cient Cauie for fufpetting the Conduft of our Negotiarori, 
and asSut'picion iia good Ciufe for a parliamentary Enquiry, 
for this Reafon, if there were none other, their Conduct 
ought to be drifliy cnquireu into, and :ill Papers neccHar/ 
for that Purpofe ought to be laid before us. but according 
10 the Honourable Genilenan's way of arguing, it will si- 
ways be either too early or too late, to call for any Papcra 
that may give Light into the Condufl of aMtnifter. Whilft 
he is alive, and cntrulted by the Crown, it will always b« 
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Annof),Geo coneatlv for thiAHour&-to call forany Papers reUtiegto hif 
Coodu^, becaufc you tmy thereby difcover the Secrets of 
the Government : Tn Time of Peace you may cliereby dif- 
tutb^ or render frultlctj, h'a Negocutioos for pre^-encing a 
War J and in 1 ime of War, you may thereby diliover fau 
Schemes for carrying it on. Thus, whtUl he ia alire, and 
favoured by chc Oowd, u will alurayi be too caxly to 
lor any Papers relactng to bis Condofl ; and aStcz he 11 
dead, 1 am Ture, ii wifl be too late to eoquire into his Coo* 
dudl. At tt.is Rate, $ir, you nm^ never enquire into (ho 
Copdud cf any Minillcr, whillt he continues in favour wlUi^l 
the Crown t and if this fhotitd be laid down as a Maxim, ieH 
would dcllfoy the chief Ufc of Parliament*. The Nation ~' 
would have no legal way tefi of getting rid of a weak or 
wicked Minilter; and it' this jhould ever come to be our 
Cafci ic would be ridiculous in os to boalt of the Happiocfa 
of our Conflicuuon, or to Uy, Weare a free People. 

* For this Realon, liir, I hope the Arguments which the 
Honourable Gentleman has beea pleafed to make ufe of« wtl] 
have nu Weight, cither in this Cafe,, or any other of the 
like nature. But in this Cale, there is not the leall room for 
making ufc of fuch an Argument; bccaufc it is impoiCble 
to fuppole the Papers, now called for, contain any Secrets 
that o-jglit tioc to be difcovered, without fuppoiing our Mini^ 
ilers to h=ve been guilty of great VVcaknefs, and ihii, i 
hope, the lior.curable Gcntleniiin is £ir from fuppoling, or 
ddiriog Gtbtrs to fuppofe. 

Robert Tracy, Efqi 
S ( n, 

^Jtobcit Tracy, * '^hc very Argument the Honourable Gentlemen ha* 
lU^n made itie of m favour of this Motiun, is with me an Atga 

ment for being againtt it. They (ay, it is necciUry to make 
a foleinn 'parliamentary Enquiry into the late Condufl af\\ 
our public ASuiT!., and therefore, it is tiecvU'ary to have thefs 
Papers laid bcfoic us. Now, J thick, iris not in the le&A 
oect-Harv to make any Enquiry into the late Condufl of oar 
public A£tirs, and thcre.''ore, 1 think, there is no Neceffity 
(or our having thtfe Paper:., or any other Paper* of the like 
nature Inid before us. I entertain no Sufpicions, that there 
was either Wcakncfs, or WickeJnef», in any of our late 
Xleafurus : 1 think they were all as pi-udent and as right aa 
could be expected from hum^n Wiidom; and I have ihia 
Comfort, that my Opinion has always been, and, I hope* 
lUIl is the Opinionvof Parliament, 1 do not remember thac 
anyone public Meafure has l;tlely been taken, but what has 
had the previous Coofent, or (he poJlerior Approbation of 
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Parliament,; »nd therefore, lean fee no RcifoB why we Anno,r;G(o. 
Ihould interrupt our Miniiicrs in the Profecution of the juft U »7}p. 
anJ nccefiary War we are now engaged iri. by putting clicin L/^V"^ 
upon their Trial before this Affcmb.y. 

* 1 can iind no Fault, Sir, with any Part of t>;e ConduA 
of ihcffc who are now our Miititters. but I am really fur< 
prized St the Conduct of tho(e that oppofe them, and who 
are now the Advocates for this Moilon. They feem in their 
Conduft, or, at leaR, in fome Part of it, to imitate s Alan 
whom, Ism certain, they do not like. The King of Spain, 
Sir, feems &o have laid tt down r& a Maxim, that he may 
aUicHtelhe Crawn, and ukc it up again, whenever he thinks 
fit. He has already don»(o once; but if he abdicates a 
(kcond time, I hope they won't ngain give him leave to 
rcfumc. I hope he will be feivel as a nciglibouring Mo- 
narch wss, who. it is thought, had likewife a Dcfign of re- 
afcendtrg the Throne, but was prevented by fating locked 
up in a Cattle. The Gentlemen in theOppofirion, lilv the 
Xing of Spain, have once already retired from their Scat* 
in this Hou'e, and like him too, have agnin rrfumed them : 
Jf they do fo a fecond time, 1 think they ought to be taken 
at their Word, and prevented frtmi having it m their Power 
to return. The King of Spain, and his Queen togeiher, 
ever fince he refumed the Crowo, have been railing continaal 
Broil > artd Oillurbanceb in Europe; In fliis too thefe Gen- 
tlemen feem lo imitate him : Tliey fecm, I think, lo come 
here only with a Defign to raife DiHurbances, and to impede 
aod retard the public Mcafurcs, at a lime when every En- 
gine u) Government ought to be hfz lo aifl with the utmvft 
Vigour and Krceiom. Even this Motion I muHIook on as 
a i'roiccution of the (ame Ddign, and therefore, I {halt be 
ag'tintt oar sg^-ecing to it.' 

George Heathcotei Efq; 
S ] ft, 

* Whatever the Hoooarable GeniTcmsn that fpoke laft q^^ Hearh-^ 
may think, whatever the M:ijoriiy of ihisHoufc may think cote, Efqj 
of our Ute public Mcalurcs, 1 am very furc the Majority of 
the Nation do not approve of them. The Majority of the 
Nation not only difapprovcd ot the pactlic, negotiating Hu- 
mour that for (o many Ycarsprevailed amongil us; but they 
Oil), they do llill fufpcdl, that our Negotiators were cither 
moll egrcgioufly impofcd on by the Court of Spain, or in- 
duced Irotn l&me private Motives of their own, to continue 
legtitiatiRg, and luficring our Merchants to be plundered. 
f«r their being fuUy affurcd that their Negotiations cou'd 
have no Succcia, If the foimer was their Cafe, they were 
V y 2 guilty 
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J' '7}p mod heinous Wickedncfs. This is the way of thinking 
^"V^^i with almoit every Man withoat Doors, nay, it is the way 
of talking with almoft every Man without Doors, that is^ 
not paid for [alkjng otherwife; and, indeed, the very natur 
of the Cafe ma&, in ray Opinion, make every Mao thiob 
fo, whatever way he may talk. It is now almoll twenty 
Years fince theSpaniardt let up their Pretence to aRight( 
Arching our Ships in the American-Seas, and feizing an 
coo&fcating fach as had what they were picafcd to call con 
traband Goods on board. Ic isalmoft twenty Years fire 
they began lo exercife this Right, and they have continue 
to exercife ic without Jntcrrapuont and with great Succcfi, 
except when tliry fufpended it, that tticy might afterward 
reaflome the Exercife of it with the more Safety. 

* If they had only fetupfuch a Right. Sir. without mak-l 
ing uCc of it, or if the Vie they mude of it had done no ' 
imiQcdiate Prejudice to this Nation, we might have nego- 
tiated with them about It for fome Years, we might have 
delayed infilling peremptorily upon their giving it up in 
exprcfs Terms ; but, as they not only fet it up, but mad« 
life of it; and as the Ufe they made of it was infinitely pre ' 
judicial, as welUs diflionoarable to the Nation, it is amazing 
that we did not bring them lo a pofitive Declaration upon 
this Head many Years ago: One would really think, our^ 
Minificrswcre infitaated, and cannot help concluding, that 
they mull either have been mull rgrcgtoully impoied on by 
the Court of Spain, or that, with their Eyc$ open, ibey 
facrificed the Rights^ (he Honour, the Trade, and the Navj^ 
gatioQ of their Country, to Jomc private Views of thei*^ 
own. Before this D'lpute came to an open Rupture, fte4 
qu«nt Attempts were m:ide in this Houfe to enquire into thim. 
Par! of our Mioiiler's Condu6, and Monona were frequently^ 
made for havicg fuch Papeia laid before u;, as were necef- 
fary for thatPurpofei biic, we were then cold, that the 
laying fuch Papers before us would interrupt the Couric of 
our Negotiations, and would, probably, make a War unA<^l 
voidable, which migtit be otherwife prevented. 1 hi> a(^| 
ways prevented any Enquiry into the Condud of our Ncgo. 
tiators. during the Courfc of their Negotiations; and, now 
we a:c told, you mult not have the Papers neceflkry lor 
fach ao Enquiry laid befure you, bcciufc it will difcovci 
chofe Schemes that have been coocened by oar wife Mini- 
flcrs for carrying on the War. 

* Sir, an Honourable Gentleman has already (hewn, th^t 
it is impofllbic to iuppofe any fuch Difcovcry can be made, 
\>y the Papers now called (or; bift I will go farther, 1 «vjtl 
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infift upon it, thxt fuch a Dilcovery, if it were made, could Anno ij.Gco. 
do us DO Prejudice, buc that on tbe contrary, it miy be of H 1719- 
grcit Service. We have nb OccaHon, Sir, to make a Secret \„y*^'/^\J 
of any of our Defigos agunfl the Spainifh Welt Indies, aDd 
there, I hope, motl cf our Schemes agaJnll Spam are, and 

rwiJJ be laid. Suppofc our Mioifters had, during ihcir late 
Negotiations, conccned fach hoLlile Schemes, and fuppote 
they were fo weak, as to communicate thole Schemes tu our 
Sea-Commanders, our Governors, or oLir Cotiluis, and to 
have fent lollruftions for carrying them into Kxecution, he- 
fore they knew whether they wi-re to be executed or no j 
for tho' tbcy may be wife. 1 do not take them to be Co^jfr 
rers, and, therefore, I cannot fuppofe. they knew wliac 
ReroJu;ion3 the Court of Sp^in w:u!d come to, upon oar 

» staking a peretnpcory Demand. 1 £iy, fuppofe sll that m 
this Cafe can be (uppofcd, is it, now that War i> declared, in 
the Power of Spoin to prevent the Execution of iuch 
Schemes, or to taJce any Meafures for rendering the Execu- 
tion moic di/Ecult? Suppofe we had concericd aSchemefur 
making an Anack upon ihe Havana, upon Carthagena, 

JVera-Cruz. or any of the other Spanifli Scitlcmenia in Ame- 
rica, could the Spaniards now fend a Reinforcement of 
Troops to any of thofc Places, if we take proper Meafures 
to prevent it' Whilil we are Mailers at Sea, it is evident 
they Ciinnoti thcretore aDifcovcry of luch 8i:hemc5 can do 
40 Prejudice, but may be of Service to the Nation, bccaufe 
it may fnghcen the Court of Spain into a Compliance with 
our juU Demands, which is the on!y way they hive, or can 

► take for preventing the Execution of them. 
• The CH>ilinacy of the Conrtof Spain, during the Courfe 
of our Negotiations, I am convinced, Sir, proceeded eo- 
tircly from the Iguorancc or the I imidity of our Nei^ocla- 
lorsy which gave ihat Court Reafon to think, either that 
we did not underlUnd our own Rights, or that we were 
afraid of endeavouring to vindicate them by Force of Arms ; 
and now that War is declared, I am convinced, chat their 
ObUinacy in continuing the War, rather than fubmit to 
reafon:>bIe Terms, can proceed from nothing but a Belief, 
, that wc either do noc know how to prolecute the \^ar. or 
chat we dare not prolecute it in the proper Way, for fear 
of difobliging their Fiiends the French. If from a Difcovery 
of out'Schemes, tt fhould appear, that wc both know how 
to prutecute the War, and dare profecute it in the proper 

tWay, which. I hope, will appear, whenever our Schemes 
are difcavered, I am perfuaded, it would put an End to the 
Obtlinacy o( the Spiiiards, and, coni'cqumtly^ 10 the pre- 
iJcot War, which atulL be allowed to be inconveoient for 
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AfWoi5,6rou), but it m:^, probably, be fatal to Acm. ThercTort, 
IL I?;?, (here cin bs no Danger in oar having ihe Paper? n>w called 

<«/^VX^ for laid before us ; Without them, or, at leaR, moft ol 
them, wc can h^ve no Saciifaflioa as to our pad Condufii 
and whatever wc may think about ir, we oag^.t 10 have 
fome Regard to what our Conflituents think of it: Many 
of them have fuffered by the Tedioufnefe of our Ncgotit. 
lions: Molt of them compUined of our concinumg fo long 
to negotiate, ander the lnfa!(5 ard Deprisdations wc were 
thereby expofcd to; and »s oar Negoliatiom now appear ^5 
have been fruitlcfs, thofe that arc 10 fuiTer by the War 
bate Rcal'on to afk., why they were mud* to foff^r fc* mnc 
by the Peace ? In ibis they cxp*"ft Saii<failion from Parlii- 
mcnc, ami if they fliould be dilappyinted, they will, I fear, 
have the f^me Opinion of US, that moft of them, 1 bcljevei 
have of our lare NegotiatOfs' They will thir.k, wc hive x 
giTSter Rrg.trd :o our own Eafe and Tranguillity. than wx 
have to the Honour of the Nation, or iheHappincfi of the 
People; which is aCharaflcr I (hall always endeavour to 
avoid, and, therefore. I njuit be for agreeing to the Motioi 
COHT under oar Confidenition. 

Sir John Barnard. 

S I m, 

' John Bir- * I Hare always attended my Du;y in this Houfe, an 
nard. always ihall, 35 long as the People freely and voluniarily 
do me the Hononr of chufmg roe one of their Rcprefl 
tatives; bur if we are never to trnquire into the ConHuA o| 
any Miniller, till tint Miniftcr, or the Crown, give* 
L^vetodofo, our atiending here, or our meeting togeihei 
in this Houfe, will be of very little Signification to the' 
People; for, I may venture to prophefy,' th;a if ever u-e 
ihould have a Houfc of Commons fo complaifant to the 
Crown, as not to enquire into the Condufl of nny of hs 
Minillers, without a Ccii^i for that Parpofc, fuch a Honle 
of Commons will be as complaifant in every other Rcfpeft f 
and will con'equcrjtly agree to every Law the Cro%vn may 
be pie j fed to prnpofe, and to every Grant (he Crown may 
be pleated to demand* and infill on- Like fomc of the 
petty States in France or Germany, we ro^y make humble 
Remonftrances to our Sovereign, and reprefcrtoor Irability 
to comply with the Free-gift demanJed of us i but when otir 
Sovtrcign, or bis Prime Miniller, fays, it muft bedone* 
we may defend on it, tint fuch a Houfe of Commoov will 
always fubmtt and agree to what ii deat:;ndcd of them. 
The GeDiIemen of the other Side of the QuclUon Ihoald^j 
be cauiioubof mcDiioning any 7'liing that has been JatrlfH 
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don* in Spain, fiir there are many Things now done in Anno j 
chat Kiogdotn, which acitber would nor could be done, 
if rheir Conez had preicrv«d their antient Freedom and In* 
depcodeacy ; and, if tlie Maxims chefe Gcndemea have 
becQ pleafcd lo advance upon tbiaOcaifiun fliuald ever be 
received in chis Kingdom, oar Farliamencs wiil Toon become 
as compUifaoc .10 mc Cro\v-n. and cf'^is little Vit to the 
People, u (he Cortcz now «re m Spain. 

* A Parliamentary Erquiry inio a Mioifter's CondaS if. 
I £nd, very much miilaken by ibe Gentlcmco who oppofe 
ihia QucUton. Sir, it h not a Trial : It is a Sort of Debt 
. which every Mioiller owes to the Public. A MiciAer is 
i a Sore of Agent or S:eward for the Public i and ii not 
every 5:ewaid obliged to give an Accoant o: hi$ Steward- 
flwp i When a Lord haapcni, upon the general View of his 
■ ,A&iri, to be pcrfedly Utbfied With the Management of his 
Steward, he may lave himfelf the Trouble of cxamiiiirig, 
or appointing other! to ejcamioc particularly into his Ste- 
ward*!! Cond-j^l and Accounts ; and, io the fame Manner, 
when a Niition happen;^, upon the general View of public 
ACurs, to be perfl-iUy well &tisficd wjth the Condud of 
its MiniUers. there is 00 NectfTity for a particular Entjuiry 
into their Condud^ ; but, will any Gentleman fay, this is 
oar Caiie at prefen[ ? Sir, oar Conduct, as Member) of ibis 
Houfc, is not, in chis Cafe, to be direded by our own Opi- 
nion. Thii Houfe is not the Lord to whom our Minillers 
arc to anfwer for their Condo^ : The People is the Lord to 
whom they are to aniwer, aod we are appointed by the 
People to examine into their Coodu^i ind Accoants. I'here- 
fore, when the People io general, or a great Part of them, 
feem diflati&tied with the Condu£l of public A&ifs. it is oar 
Duty, wh.itcvcrwe ourlclvc-s may chink, to i^ake a tlrift 
and impartial Enquiry into the Conduft of our Mintflcrs, 
and to call fur all Paper* that may be neccflary for that 
Purpofic. This is not tubjcAing our Miniflcrs to a Trial, 
it is only malcing them give an Accouot 10 ihe People, 0/ 
their Stcwaidlbip, which is an Obligation they lay them* 
frivcs under, when they accept of being the Minillcri of 
the Crown, and conicquently the Stewards of the Peoples 
and they ought to be ready to perform this Obligation, 
when, and as often a& the People may pleafc to require it. 
I am forry it is not performed much oltnrr than tids been 
dual of late Years: I am lure, the ottncr it i> pcrfoimed^ 
the more it will redound to the Honour cf a good Aiimioi- 
ttratiofl, the better SsJir-guard it will be to the People agiinA 
the Fraud* end Opprcinont of a bad one. 

« In private Lite. S^. wc know that a good and &ithfal 
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AiOToi;, Ceo. Steward \t defiroos of having his Mansgemeat »b3 >le- 
II. i75j>. counu cxaroiced and ieuled as okcn as pofiible : No Min 

K,^''y\,^ that has honell Ir.tcntions dcfiret to have long, or will have - 
perplexed AecouDU ; and tberefore, an Kxaminadon c^^ 
them can give him no Concern, nor can it gJre htm much 
Trooble, or take op any conlidcrabte Pan of bit Ttme. 
Id pabiic Life. I am convinced it will always be the fame : 
When there is no Fraud nor Myftery in a Minifter'i Con* 
du£l, he will be defiroui of having it oficn enquired into; 
Such Examination can give him no Trouble, nor take up ^ 
any Part of his Time ; brcaufe his Papen, his Vouchers, fl 
his Me^Iures may be eafily undcrflood, and will jaSafj ^ 
theoifetvcs, I'herefore, when I find MiniAcrs cutting and 
fhoffling, and making ufe of all their An to preveni aa h 
Examinarion into their Condufl. it will always be, with fl 
me, a Rrong Argument for an immediate and Ari^ En- 
quiry. But DOW, it (eems, we muA not enter upon an 
Enquiry, becaufe it \vi11 take off the Thoughts of our Mi-^ 
nifiers from the Prol^ecution of the juft and neceOHiy War^ 
wc are at prefent engaged in. Sir. I am furprrzfd to hear 
this Argument m^de \i(t of; for, it is very well known, 
chat none of our Generals or Admirals have bad any chief 
Concern in our Ai^miniftration for tfiefe fcveral Yean, nor 
has any one of them ever once been employed in our Ne- 
gotiations ; therefore their Thoughts can be no way taken 
up by an Enquiry into our late Condu^, and I mull think, 
that in Time of War, our Generals and Admirals ought, 
to be his Majefly's chief Counfellors. I with they had( 
been fo (or fome Years pad : If ihcy had, we Ihould Dot/ 
1 believe, hare fuffcred 1o much by our Nrgotiatinns. 11 
the Advice «f fome of them had been followed, I am con-' 
vinced, the War would have been begun and happily ended 
long before this Time; and, for this Reafon, I do . not 
know, but an Enquiry into our pan Condud may be one 
of the belt Things we can do for the public Good, becaufe 
it will take up the Time of our Negotiators, and prevent 
their internipting our Generals and Admirals in the Prole-^B 
cation of che War. ^| 

* it is not po^iblc, Sir, for our Miniders, with all their 
Art, to (liew, that an Enquiry into their pacific Coodoft 
can be attended with any one Diiadvantage to the Nation ; 
and, if any greet Part of the People appear diflatisfied with 
their Conduit, 1 have flicwn, that it is our Duty to enquire 
into it Will any Gcntlcnftn fay. that no great Part of 
the People appear dilTatisBed with our long and tedious Ne- 
gotiations ? While thcfe pacific Mcafares were carrying 
on, the People appeared dilfatiified with them, and openly 
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Ihewid their Dinatisfiflion by manjr Pctirions prefented to Anno i), Geo. 
thii Houfc. Is ic pofiib!c to fappofr, ihey are now Jcfs '*- '7 
dilTatisfied than they were at that Time.' If our pacific Mca- 
fures had ended io an honourable and folid Treaty of Peace, 
they tnightat hll have given fomeSatiffaflion ; The People 
woald hftve forgot and forf'tTen the Infclts and l^fTcs the 
Nation was expofed to. by cne Methods that were taken for 
obtaining fogood an End. Bui our Negotiations en Jed in ■ 
moft infignificant Convention, which was callcJ the Prelimi- 
naries to a diiinitive Trcity of Peace, but it has fince ap- 
peared to be the Preliminaries to a dangerous War. In tbefe 
Circumilances, is ic not natual fox the Peop'e to enquire* 
what Hopes, what Foundation we had for cof^tinuing a 
picific Negotiation fur fo many Years, under alt the Dilad- 
vantagei of a real War ? Ib it not natural for the People to 
enquire, how we came to allow the Spani.ird& quietly, on 
oar Part at Icaft, to wrefi from out amieni AUy the Empe- 
ror, the rich and bcautiTiil Kingdom of the Two Sicilies ? Is 
it not natural for the People to enqoirc, how we C3me to 
put ourfelves to the Expencc of fending a large Squadron to 
conduft Don Carlos trJumphsnily to the Pofleflion of that 
Kingdom ? And alt this, without their giving us (he lead 
Satisfaflion as to any one Point between them and us. Sir, 
the People will enquire into thefc Thing^, and if you do not 
give Ehem Satiifa^ion by a previoai parliamentary Enquiry, 
they wit! condemn as well as enquire: They will go far- 
ther, they will oondeinn you, «! to your Chara^er* at leall, 
for not having condemned juch a weak and pernicious Coq- 
dufl. 

* The HoDourablc Gentleman, Sir, that fpokeRrflagiinft 
this Motion, millook the Cafe very much when he faid, thb 
Convention wis approved of by Parliaraenc. If fuch a 
QueilioQ had been put, it woulJ nci b.ive pafled. If the 
Queiiiun had been put in cxprcl's Terms, approve or difap- 
prove of that IVeaty, it would, I am perfuaded, hare been 
ditlipproved of, even by this Houfe: It was difapproycd of 
by the wliole Nation. ] am furprized to hear it now faid, 
(hat we got by that Treaty npy Reparation for patl Inju- 
ries, or any Security againll future. If the Spaniards ha^ 
paid us the 9;, cool, thereby lUpuIated, we, or at leart our 
South Sea Company, mult have paid them b:ictc 6S,ooot. of 
that £i)m. or have loll their Right to the AfTienio ContmQ } 
that all the Reparation promifed was only 27,000!. which 
was not near equal to the Value of the lix Sliips, the Spa- 
niardi had before acknowledged to have been uojullly leized. 
Thus it is evident, that no Sitisfn^ion or Reparation wat , 
(o much St ftipaUted for chetnjured Honour of the Nation, ■* 
Vol. VI. Z z Pt«J 
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lO I It. Geo snd z very infignlBcam oni for the Loflej of our Mer- 
it M\9. chants. "Then, as to'the Point of Search, no Security a. 
C^"^^*^-^ gainft it was fo much as IlipuUtcd : It was exprcfly rc/Vrred 
to be regubted by Plenipotentiaries; that is to by, it wu 
on our Part ticitly given up. Wc got nothing therefore b; 
that Convention, but a new Fund for Negotiation, z$ ai 
Honourable GentlcniaQ ha$ already (aid in this Debate; ai 
this our Miniflers would, I believe, have rcmaioed liici:6< 
with, for fome Years longer, if the Spirit of the Nnd 
would have given them leave; but they law they durA 
continue to negotiate iny longer upon the farmer FooUoj 
and Spain would treat «ith them upon no other. 

* This, Sir, was the true Source of the War. Spain du 
not refufe to perform her Part of the Convention, beciul^i 
Ihe thought is good for us, but becaufc ftie faw that her ma 
ingthe liipulated {'ayment would not prevent i War, unlei 
ihe Jilcewlfe did us Juttice with refpcA to the other Pumt! 
Dilpute. This ftic rcfolvcd not io<do, and therefore fhe 
rtt'nlved not to put 95,000!. into the Hands of a People 
irom whom fhc cxpeded an immediate Attack. 1 hi?. Sir, 
wai the true Resfon why Spiin did not pay us the 95,000!. 
at the'rimeap|X>inted j but, when I am thusconfidering the 
Reafon why Spain did not make that Itipulated J*ayment, 
] cannot but oblcrre, that in all her ManifelWs, (he attri- 
butes that Non payment to Agreements which the Parliament 
nether heard of; and this furnilhes us with a new, and a very 
ilrong Argument for enquiring into our Negutiatiot^^. pre- 
viou.<t to that Convention, in oidcr to fee whether the Court 
of Spain have any jult Ground for alledging and inhriioe 
Upon fuch Agreement} ; for if they have, wc ought at Icait 
CO ccnfure thofe that made fuch Agreements, bctuic wc pu,, 
nifh Spain for infilling upon them. ' 

* Thus, Sir, in every Liglit the Queflion can be put, 
appears nccciTary for as to enquire into our late pacific 
du^. In no Light can it tie luppofcd, that fuch an E.r. 
will be stteoded with any Danger or Diiadvantrgc to' 
Ration; and, as the Papers now called for are necciTtry fo| 
our Information, upon Inch an Enquiry, therefore, J hope, 
ihe Motion will be agreed to.* 

Sir Robert Walpolc. 
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• I had not the good Fortune of being here upon the firJll 
Motion, but I have been informed of it, and of tlic Fate i 
met with. ] think the Hou!« wai much in the right in put 
ting a Negative upon it, and, I hope, you will do the fam 
lyith regard 10 the Motion now before you. The Quefli 



is not about the Right this Huufc has to enquire into any Anno, t; Geo. 
public Mcafure. or into the Condufl oC any public Minifter. '* '7JP- 
1 hope, I (hall never iec this Right difputcd hereafter, tho' i>^"V^*0 
it ha) been in former Times wannJy contcllcdand pofitively 
denied. Bat thcle Times, thank Godf arc over: Oar 
happy Confiitution is now To weU underftood, and thL- Rigfarj 
_ of this Houfc Id firmly cHablifh<d, thac no Mm, I believe^ 
H for the future, will ever deny our Right to enquire. But 
H there may be (uch a 'i'hirg as an improper or imprudent 
B Enquiry; and ibc Qtiejtion now before ui is, whether it 
' wottid not be improper to enter upon any fuch Enquiry at 
this Time, and whether it would not be imprudent co mnke 
a public Enquiry into the ConduA of our Negotiation! 
with Spain. 

* For my own Part, Sir, I fhonld be extremely glad to 
have thofc Krguiiations emiuired into in the mofi tXnti, the 
moft impartial, 4(id the moll public manuer. if no D4raage 
coald from thence enfue to the Naiioo. This, £ (ay, I 
iliould be extremely glad of, becaulc I am convinced, it 
would redound very much to the Honour of his M:ijel1y» 
and of every one employed by him in carrying on ihofe 
Negotiaiionj. On his Majclly's P^rt nothing would appear 
but the utmoll Candour, the utmoll Regard fur ihe Rights 
of his People, and the moft tender Concern (or their Tran- 
qiiiUity, Safety, and Happincfs : Whereas, on the Part of 
Spain, there would appear nothing but Quibble, Chicar.e, 
and the moil difingenuotis manner of treating: Seeming to 
grant one Day what they denied the net\ ; and continu:il 
repeated Promifet, that all (hi>uld be made eafy in a lictte 
Time. It is 10 this that we arc chiefly to afciibc the Tcdi- 
oufnels of our Negotiruions. His Majefty. from his Con- 
cern for the Peace and Welfare o( hi- People, was unwillmg 
CO come to a Rupture with Spain, as long ,ia there were any 
Hopes left of being able to accommodate all our Difputet 
with thai Nation in an amicable manner; and thtfc Hopet 
were kept alive by the repeated Aflurancca given, from 
Time to Time, by the Court of Spain, and the plauGMe 
Ewures they were fumiftied with, from the great Diilancc of 
ihe Places where proper Enquiries were to be m:<de, and 
from the imperfcd Accounts fest them by their Govemort 
in America. 

• Thele Affurancej and Excufes, I fay, Sit^ prolonged 
car Ncgotiationo. and prevented his Majclly's nrfolving to 
iiavc Recourfe to Arms, till he faw there was no depending 
upon any Promiies they could make, or upon the moft fo- 
lemn Treaty that could be concluded with themj and ibcr^- 
lbre» I am convinced, b parliamentary £fl<juiry into ibefe 
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miot),Gea NegotiatioM would rctlound \-cry mcch to the H4 
II. i7;p. every Gtntlemaii th:ic wa^ ccincerQed either in advifing or 
^/"V"^^ C-irryiag tlicm on. .Bui. 1 mutl beg leave to think, that 
they are not a fu Subjtd Tor a parliamentary Enquiry, aor 
is the prtfcn: a proper Time ior ihc Parliameni's cnicnog 
upon a Difquifition into any public Meafore. In all Cafes 
of a foreign nature, we ought co be extremely cautious of 
refolving to enquire into iticai, in a parliamentary w^iy i 
becau'c no fech Erquiry can be carried on, withoac runniog 
a great Rifk tf tiilcovering Secrets thai may give fcreign 
Couru a great Advantage over Uf, and fuch, pcrhapa» as 
may render every Court Jn Europe not a little fhy of enter* 
ing into any Negaciatioo with us. When we hiive a Mini- 
Uer at a foreign Court, it is of:en oecrffiry for htm, in his 
Letters, to give ao Account of the'perfonal Char^fters, the 
pariicul.ir Jntereili, and the -private Converlhtions of the 
Minilicra and Favouiites of the Court at which he refldesi 
and, I mull beg of Gentlemen to confider, whether Foreigq- 
en would thiiiJc it cither decent or honourable in us, to tx- 
pofe fuch Letters to public View, and whether it Would aoc 
make every Court in Europe extremely ihy of entering 
into any future Negotiation with the Court of Great Bii- 
tain. 

• 1 could mention many ochcr Circomfiances, Sir, wLich 
mafl alwavi nulci: it inconvenient and hazziidous, to Jet up 
a piirliamcnr.iry Enquiry into ;iny foreign Me^fuie, but whac 
I have f»id will, 1 iopc, be fufHcicnt for convincing ytHJ, 
that no fuch EiKjuiry uuglit to be (et up, unlefa the Mcafmt 
appears tohiivc beeu' raonitroufly abfurd. and that, by luch 
an Eni^uiry, futite Mithcds may be found for repairing the 
Damage the Nation may have fudcred, or preventing the 
Danger the Nation may have been led into bytbat foreign 
Meafiire. Let us now exan)in<', if either oi thefc be the 
Cafe, with regard tu our lute paci^c Condud. as Gentlemen 
arc pliiafed to call ic. Surety, it cannot be called monAroufly 
abluid, bccauic it i$ but two Yeira ago, that this very Houfij 
of Cotiiinon^ aJviftd, hn Msjclty to continue his Negotia- 
tions, and to ufc his EoJravuurs with his OthoUc M^jefty, 
to obtain ifToilual Rclltf for his injured Subjedis. Accord- 
ing to thii Advice, hi:^ Majcily renewed his Endeavours to 
obtain Rcdrcls in an amitjbie manner, and the Court of 
Spain now ftiidiiig that Uirc Promilea or AlTurances would . 
not do, they carried their Difingcnuity fuch a Length, ih^t fl 
theyaftua) y agreed to, and figncda Joleran Treaty, within | 
a Year afc-.r this Advice was given to hia Majefly, by hU 
Parliament. 

* Whether the Convention was a right Tn»ty or no, ii 
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BOt the QueAioQ now to be determined, but, ! am fare, tfais AiinDj),Gea. 

t^oufe cannot call it monftroufly abfurdj bfcaufc tho' wc U J71p. 
*iid not in exprefs Terms approve of it, we h tar approved l/^^''^J 
of ir, thit we adviled hit M,ijelly to proceed upon it; and 
upon ttie Footing of tba; Treaty, oar Plenipotentiaries im- 
incdiately infilled tipon the Crown of Spain's giving up r11 
fretences to any Right of fcarching our Snips in the Ame- 
Tican $c3s 1 (o that 1 cannot fee, how we can now fo mach 
as find fault with that Treaty, or with any of the Negotia- 
tions that either preceded or fucceeded i;. But, upon this 
Occalion. Sir, 1 muil oblerve, that fome Gentlemen are fo 
fHiiguine, and fo mxh wedded to their own Opinion, that 
they nevy^ think there can be any thing in what h faid againft 
them ; and for this Rcafon, 1 believ*, they never examiae 
the Argumcpts or Objcfls of their Opponents with AtteO' 
tion. Por my Part, I am not fo fanguine : There Is do 
'Opinion of mine, where I will not admit, that there may ba 
iomething in what is faid againil it. This is my Cafe, with 
regard to the Convention. There was, perhaps, fomething 
in wh^t was faid againlt it i but upon the whole, I then 
thought, I (lilt think, the Argument in its favour wa» 
Itroogtr and better I'upportcd, chan the Argument againfl it. 
By accepting that Treaty, we have rendcied Spain inexcufe- 
lablc; whereas, if we had bogun Hollilitics when fuch Terms 
Were cftcred us, lam afraid mod Courts in Europe v\ojld 
bavr hid the Diameof the War at oar Door. 

* Having now (hewn. Sir, that our paciiic Conduft^ or 
our Negotiations, tedious as they were, cannot, by thiv 
Hoafe, be called monftroufly abfurd ; 1 fhall next examiuei 
whether we can, by enquiring into thefe Negotiations, rep-tir 
Any Damage the Nation has (ufTered, or obviate any DaO' 
ger it lies expofed to- If fuch an Enquiry could any way 
contribute to our Succefs in the War, or to the bringing 
about a fpccdy and honourable Peace. I (hould be as much 
for it as any Gentleman in this Hou(e; but, in my Opi- 
nion, it may do us great Prejudice in both thefe Relpe^ls. 
It may unfold luch Secrets, as will mn^e fome of the Power* 
of Europe our Enemies that arc now our FricndSf or luch as 
inay in(lru£l the Enemy, not only how tode/end themfelvef, 
but how CO hurt usi and cKo' none of our Generals may be 
dircflly aad perfonally concerned, yet, luch a public Conteft 
as fuch an Enquiry mult ncceflarily occafion, will take off 
the Attention of tlie whole Nation from the Frofccution of 
ibe War, and may raifc fuch Heats and Animolitiis amoogtt 
oarfelres, as will be a great Hindrance to us, and a greac 
Advantage to the Enemy; whicn (ittal EOect we fhall have 
ihe more ftcftfoo 19 drciid, when we rcflefi, chat there was 
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Annojj^Qeo never yet s pirl(»mcntary Euquiry, which did not prodoc^ 

II. i7ip. ene Party that thouglic thry had difcovered great Crimes ^ 
[^•VNm/ and Mifdcmeanon, and another Party that tl^ought they ■ 
t- bad dilcovertd none. ■ 

• 'I'his, Sir, leads me naturally to corfider the Propriety 
of the Time for making the Enquiry propofcd. Supjiofc ■ 
our late Negotiations with Spain were a proper SubjeA ■ 
for a parliamentary Knqmry, which, I hope, I have (hewn, 
they are not i yet, I cannot think, any Gentleman will (ayt 
chat the very Beginning of a heavy arid dangerous War, is a 
p'optr 'lime for us to fct up fuch an Enquiry into any 
Affdir, either of a foreign or domeftic nature, e!"pecialty when 
it cannot be faid, that there is the lealt Danger In delaying 
it, or that we can reap any Benefit or Advantage fiom it. 
except the Satisfaflion of punifhiog tboie tbic were con« 
cerned in ihcic Negotiations, in caie it fbnald appear that 
they have injured their Country by their Crimes, their Ncg- 
led, or their Impruderec. Public JuJiice, [ fhall grant, muft 
be a Satisfiidion to every one who wifhes well to the Public i 
bat a Delay is no pjrdon ; and, I hope this War will not be 
of fuch a long Continuance, astocut-liveall thofe who were 
concerned in the Negotiations that prtceoed it. A proper 
and leafonable Time will come for enquiring into any or all 
of our lite public TranfadioQS : ] hope it will come before 
any of chofe Pcrfong are dead, that were concerned in our 
Jate Negotiations, and when that Time comes, if zn En- 
quiry fliuutd appear necelTary, I Oiall mofi readily concur in 
it; and, if any of our Negotiators fliould uppear (o have 
been guilty, either of Weaknefs or Wickednefs, [ fhall be 
as ready as any Gentleman in this Houfe^ to cenfure or pu* 
nifh them. 

• Kor thefe Retfooj, Sir, I think it wotJld be both impftK 
per and imprudent in us,at prefent, to make a parliamentary 
Enquiry into any late public Tranfaftion, cither foreign or 
domcilic ; and however general the Complaints, or the Suf- 
picionj may be among the People, againft our l.ite [ucific 
Conduct with regard to Spain, we ooght not, I think, in this 
Houfe, to do any thing that is either improper orimpradent, 
for the fake of giving Sati»fii^ion to thofc that appear diflSt' 
tisfied. Bur, I do no: believe, that the Didatisfa^ion with 
thofe Meafures, is general among ifae People without Doors, 
or that it, in any I>egree, prevails among the better fort of 
People in the Nation. Thofe few amongit us that fufiered 
by thcSpanifh Depredations in Time of Peace, were, I be- 
lieve, dilpleafed with our continuing to negotiate after they 
had fufiered, and I do not at all wonder at it; for it is natu- 
ral for McQ (0 lod^c of the jiublic lotcrell, bom their 



own M 




I 

I 



( 359 ) 
QWQ private Tntereft nnd Paition»; bat it iii the Doty of Anno 
O^olc wtio -ire at the Helen of public Adiii, to lay ^iide at) 
private Regards either of their own, or of any Man eH>, 
aod tpcomkltfr the public Intercil alone. 1 wifh we could 
always do i'o m ttiis Houfe : If we did, we fhould judge 
man candidly of one another's Inteations, as well is of the 
Intentions of our MJniQcrs ; for, lam furc, it is more their 
Ini<rUl 10 confult the public Good in all their Trania^ions, 
th^D it uthe [ncercA of any other Set of ^fen in tr;e King, 
dom. o^caufe not only the Intereft of their Country^ which 
u coramon to them on other Subjefti, but their perbiul 
Sifciy ino Gljry uepends immediately upon their doii<g fo. 
Therefore, when we arc to dire£l our CondjA in this Hoafe 
by theOpmion of our Condituenis, if everfucb a Cafe is to 
be admitted, wclhould ccnfidrr fenoufly, not only the gene- 
ral Prev.ilency of fuch Opinions, but whether or no they 
are founded upon particuiar Interclh, or popular Prejudices ; 
and, if wc do this, I nm convinced, wc ih-tU find no Caufe 
to (hew any Regard to the Complaints or Sufpicions without 
Poor^. againlt our late pacific Condufl. 

* But now fuppole, S;r. that the prcfcnt were » proper 
Time for enquiring into the Conduf^ of our late Negotia- 
tions, and that we ought in Prudence to do f'o, yet I cannot 
think it would be either proper or nfcefTiry for us to call for 
the Papers now moved for j neceffiry it cannot be, Sir, with 
refpift to mort of the Papers called for { becaufe the Let- 
ters and InllruAions to our Governors, Admirals, or Con- 
fuls, oin have nothing to do with our Negotiations; and If 
they were neceflaiy, I do not think it wculd be proper ae 
chi5 Time to cill for them. Upon this Subject, Sir, it i$ 
hardly poffible for me to (peak without running the Rifk of 
being roifunderllood, fo ready are Gentlemen to milbike 
Suppofuion! for AITertions. However, as we had one Squa- 
dron in the Mediierraneao, and another in the Welt Indies, 
I fhall fuppcfe, that there might have bi'en Orders or Inllruc* 
tions feni to Admiral Haddock in the Mediterranean, or to 
Commodore Brown in the Weft Indies, to execute fome De- 
figaagiinft the Spaniards, in cither, or both thefe Places, as 
ibon Ai they fhould hear from our Miniifer at the Court of 
Spain, that the Negotiations were broke off without any 
£fF«fl. This, I fay, 1 only fuppofr; I mull defire Gentle- 
men to take ooiice. i do not afTert ; but it may be fuppofed^ 
becaufe a MeiTcnger could go much fooner from Spain to 
cither of thefe Admirals, than he could come to London, 
and from thence back again either to the Mediterranean or* 
Well-tndicB. Tho' the Spaniards at that Time prevented 
%hf ^ccution of thofe Defigns, by liieir agreeing to th« 
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^,Geo. Convention, yet now tliat tbey have broke that very Con* 
vention, thofc Dcfigns, if there were any fuch. or feme- 
thing like them, are cwtainly propofed to be executed i and 
if IQ. tc would certainly be very wrong lo have them difco- 
vercd, by having ifae Papers now called for laid before us, 
before tbey are or can be executed. Ip fuch Cafes I fliall 
grant, that his Msjcfty is ilie proper Pcribn from whom this , 
Houfe is to take an Anlwer ; but 1 fliall never be for catling 
for Papcrb, when I think it highiy probub^c, that hii MaJ 
ieftv caunot order them to : f. laid before us. without unfoId-J 
isg Secrets wbtcli ought not to be diicovered ; and as f tsks' 
this tol* the C31C wUn regard to the Papers now called foi ^ 
I mi-;' l^e sg&inll the: Motion * 

Ti.is Dcb..ce ended in a Negative on the Motion, witboul 
B Divifiun. 

Debate Oft the third Motion. 
Edingnd Waller Efq; 
S 1 r; 
Edmuntl Wa!- * NolwithflandiDg tlic bad Succefs my worthy FrienJ 
Itfi Efli i»** ^'■^ *''^ *" ^'* '^lotion, yet I willofier another, and ( 
do it with the more AHuratice, becaufc the Motion I pro. 
pofe to make, relates but to one particular Poiot, and 
caniotdifccvcr any of our deep-laid warlike Defjgns, nor{ 
any Secret that c3d be of dangerous Confcqueixe 10 ih< 
Public. It caii dilcover no Iccret Defign, un'efs it be 
Pcfign to facrifice the South Sea Company to the Succefj 
of our Negotiations; and, if there was any fuch DrJigBi' 
I am convinced every Gentleman will think, '(would bfll 
of mote dangerous Confequence to the Public to have rl 
remairr concealed, than to huve it now revealed. Bur 
before I make my Motion, i muA obviate fome of lU 
ObjeAions that were made by the Hon. Gentleman wb 
concluded the lafl Debate, againlL Enquiries in gentral. li 
his ObjefiioQS were to hold good, it would never be pr 
dent in this Home to enquire into the Condud of an;^ 
foreign Affair, for in every fuch Affiir, there may bcSc" 
crcES in fome of the Lcticr& or Papers renting to (t, that 
ought not to be publifhed for a C^ntary, at Icail. .ifter its 
final Cor-clufion. fiat in all (ueh Caf», we have 3 Remedy 
which mxy be caftly, and has been oltcn cpplied. When 
^pon our Addrefs, his MajcAy anfwers, that fevcrti of the 
Papers called for, contain Sccreii. which ought not to b^l 
difcovered, we may name a Secret Committee 10 infpefl fucM^ 
Papers, and to report fuch Parts of them only, »s are 
neccffary and fit to be communicated ; »nd a Secret which 
regards the public Safety or WeUiae, nisy be as fafcly en 
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trufleJ lo a felefl CommiiCM of thU Houfcj as to any Annoij,Cea 

»Commui«c of hia Mjjelly'i Privy Council. Tlie Danger !*■ *7jp. 
of a Difcovcry can therefore never he a falid Olijeftion to ^•iX'V^^. | 
our enquiring into any AfT-lr, either of a foreign or domeltic 
Nature; and much Icf^ can ic be an Objeftion to oar sd- 

tdreifing fofany Papers ; brcaufe, till we have his Majclly's 
Anfwer> we cannot know, nor ought we to fuppofe, ihcy 
contain Secrets which ought not to be difcovercd. 
* I ihall always think. Sir, notwithllanding the Fate of 
the two former Motions, that it would be wroirg in this 
Hoafe to refufe calline for any Papen, bec3uj'e fome 
amongll U3 Uy, they think it probable^ that fuch Papers 
contain Secrets, which ought no: to be difcovercd. It 
was, in my Opinion, fo fir from being highly probable, 
^ that [ think it wa% impolFible the Indrudi^ms to our Ad> 
K.jnir»l3 could contain any fecret Schemes or Dclign: ; bccaufe 

■ .no fuch Schemes or Defigns liave been, as ye-., exccutc.I 

with the utmolt Expedition, in c\ic our Negotiations fhould 
^.have broke off, furety they ought to have been executed 

■ <with ai much Expedition, afrer the Convention's being 
■; broke through. It is now lix Months fitice the Convention 
K Was openly broke thru^ by the Spaniards, and as we have, 
Htas yet, heard of the Execution of no hollile Schemes, I 
H|inu(l believe, there were none fuch formed, and much lefs 
■icommunicated to oivr Admirals or Governors, till afxr wc 
B found, that (he Spaniards wotld not perform what they 

had fo exprefly agreed to in the Convention. 

' I beg Paidoo, Sir, for touching upon what is pafl, but 
as it may be of fome Weight with refpeft to the Motion I 
. am to make, J hope the Houfe will excufe me. The 
I Hon. Gentleman afk'd us, what Advantage can we expert 
I from an imcncdiace Enquiry, bcfidcs ch^t uf pumOiing the 
V Guilty ? which, he lays, we may do afterwards as well 
^as now, if any fliould then appear to have been guilty. I 
; will tcti him one Advantage, Sir, which we may reap by 
, an immediate, and cannot reap by a future Entjiiiry ; We 
Ihall prevenc the Guilty from being farther gudty, a$ they 
. probably nay be, if their paft ConduA is not immediately 
|- enquired into. This, Sir. is an Advmtagc of the utmolt 
[, Confequencc in our prcfcn: Situation: 1 he Nation may 
be undune by our not laying hold of it: If our pacific 
Meafureb were carried on by imprudent. puHllanimou;, 
perplex'd Coonl'els. what will become of the Nation, if 
our warlike Meafurcs be carried on by Counfels cf the 
lame Sort i BeCide^^ before the War can be concluded, we 
mud have new Negotiations ; and, Qi.ill we allow our 
future Negotiations to be dircAed and carried en by thofft 
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Anro n, Geo who have been guilty cffo much Wealcnefs in oar paft? 
11 »7?*- ThJB, Sir, will probably be the Csfe, if wc do not imme- 
^^T^^'diattly enquire into the Conduct of our part Ncgotittlonj i 
and therelore, if we do not enqaifc, I Ihall exp(A no 
Succefa in the War, nor ony Honour from the Feacp. 

* For this Rra(bn, Sir, 1 hope, the Hon. Gentlcnian's 
Arguments agninU an iniTncdiate Enquiry will kjve do 
EfFcd ; and, if we {hou!d not think fit to make a general 
Enquiry into all our NrgoiiationB, for fear of difcoveripg 
Secrets that may be of dangerous Confequence to the Pub- 
lic, I hop>r, this will be no Argument againll our enquiring 
into fach Parti of them as cannot pofiibly contain any fuch 
Secret. Of this Sort. 1 uke to be that Part of them which 
relates to the concluding nnd figning the late Convention, 
onder the Condition cxprcfTed in his C&thoMc MajeI1>'» 
Declaration; for that Declaration 1 muft look on as a Con- 
dition anr:c:;cd to the Convention ; and, from Mr La 
Quadra's, and from Mr. Kecne** own frftters, fome Pai 
of which r JhatI beg Leave to read to you, it appears 
have been looked on as fuch. by the Court of Spain, a 
to have been accepted as fuch, by him. {Here he re.i 
feveral Paragrsphs from Mr. La Quadra's and Mr. Keenc'i 
own I^ttcr5, fome of which our Club had got Copies cf.J 
From what 1 have read to you. Sir, it appears, that the 
Court of Spain tnfUled upon its bring declared, that they 
had a Right to fufpcnd the AlTienio of Negroes, in Cafe 
cor South Sra Company did not fubjeA hcrfelf to pay, 
within a ftiort Term, the 68.000 1, flic had co^fcff.-d to 
be o^ing to his Catholick Majefly, It appears, that they 
not only infilled upon a Declaration of this Right, but that 
they would not trad to his Word ; they mull have it in 
Writing; and the Method contrived for that Purpvfc was, 
that his Cal.olic Majelty Ihould make fuch a Declaration 
in Writing, and thai he, Mr. Kcene, fltould accept of it. 
and tranlmtt it to his Court, as the Condition on which the 
Signing of the Cooventioa was to be proceeded on, and in 
no other .Manner. 

• 1 his, I fay, Sir, appears fiom the Letters we hate 
already upon oor TabJe ; and as the South Sea Com pa 
neither owed, ncr ever h^d confelTcd they owed fucb 
Sum i as Mr. Kecoc mull hsvc known they did not. 
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csofe he was Agent for them, as well as Envoy from 
MajeHy, at the Court of Spain ; I cannot imagine, how he 
came to admit of any fuch Right, or receive fuch a Dccl«o^ 
ration; norcan I imagine, how he could have an Authoritjfl 
for fo doing ; for, regularly, he ought to have had an Aa^ 
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fbrt)i>s Purpofc, as welt as aD Authority from his Majelljr's Anno r), Geo. 
Mioillers, and the former, I am certain, he never had, '*JTJi>- 
whatever might have been his C^fe with k(^& to the 
latter. 

* As this feema tome to havebeena very furpriztngatid 
extraordinary Strp, and as the Paperi relating to this P.irt 
of our Negotiations can tlifc«-ver bo Scfaemcj or Dcfigtis 
againll the Enemy, nor any other Secteti that can be uf 
dangerous Coti(cquence to the Public; therefore^ i ihall 
conclude. Sir, niih moving, That, &c- 

William Pulteney, Efq; 
S I a, 

* As I hear feveral Gentlemen calling out No, No, thU TiriHij«,p\! 
is the fame with the former Motion ; 1 niuft beg Leave to tcnev biiii 
ihew the Difference : The only Objeftion that Teemed to 

have any Weight againll the former Mocion, and, I believe, 
the only one that prevailed with thii Houfe to put a Ne> 
gative upon it was, the Danger of difcuvering thole w:ir<ike 
Projcfls and D<-fignfl sgainil the Enemy, which our Mi- 
niAcrs had corcmed, and which are not yet executed. I 
am forry they are not: I am fure, (ome of them, if any 
fuch have been formed, might, and ought to h:ive been 
executed before this Time. Can any Gentiem^in fay, we 
have foch a Danger 10 apprehend from the Papers now 
moved tor I Can it be fuggelled, that tiiefe Papers may 
contain S:crets which it would be inconfillcnt with the 
public Sifety to difcover ? Sir, ihty may, for what I 
KJiow, conuin Sv-crets, but if they do. thofe Secrets are 
the Secrets of Minillers, and not the Secrets of the Na- 
tion. It is impoiliblc, therefore, to fuppofr, that the laying 
of thole Papers bcfoiv us, can t>eactcnded with any of the 
bad Cunfequeocei we were ft iglitened with upon the iaft 
Motion. 

* An Hon. Gentleman near me complained mach in the 
lajl Debate, of Geiitjemens tiillting of weak Meafures, 
and the like i and feemed to t^ke all to himfelf. as if he 
were the only Mioirter we have in this Kingdom, and 
the chief Advifcr of all our public Meafure*. Sir, we 
Jiave other Miniders, at Icdft ochera who have the Name 
of Mioillers, und, I hope, they deferve the Name they 
bear : for, 1 am fure, if ary one Miniller (huutd, in this 
Kingdom, take upon him to diretl all our other Miniilcrs, 
they ought all irgccher to be difmifled his AbjeAy't Coun- 
cils: He, for his aOliming Arrogtnce t and they, for their 
lame Submifiion. But, I hope, it is not fo, and there- 
fore, when weak Meafuies or corrupt Minillcrs are talkM 
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AnnoiiiGcocif. ilip Hon. Gcntlemin ftiouJd confidcr. that other Rfi- 
II- I7J9. rilterj may beini^m. and Mcafuics twhicb he had no Share 

V./'VV*' in adviiir.g or condufltpg. He likcwife complained, ibftt 
his Sippofitions vveie often taken for pofitivc Allcrtiont. 
When this was, I do not know ; but, I mail oblcrvc, that 
the very InJinu:ition& of a Mmiller arc oden, by his owi 
Creatures, taken tor poHtive^ircrtinDS, and produce th« 
iftmc l-ffe^ ; and z% the Hon. GenJem^n, in the Ull De. 
bale, took the Liberty to luppole witlmut aflcrting, what- 
ever liiftft his Suppofitiona might havt, I hope, I may be 
allowed to take the fame Liberty. I will not sffert, Sir, 
that any of our prefent Mimfters are conupt, or that any 
of our palV Vk^furea were weak; but. I may fuppofc fuch 
Things. Thcic ro^iy be ccrrupi Minilieis ; there may be ^ 
^eak Mcafures : God forbid, J (hould ^fTert, there are^ 
auy uch nt prclent in this Kingdom ; but, it fuch Things 
can b'- iuppofcil, it \s 3 gouU Rcaf^Qn for our Parliaments 
to keep .. waicliful Eyx upon our public AffiirF, and to 
enqu'rv. oltco Woth into the Condu^ of our Minitlers, and 
the V\i(Joni of the Me.ifurcs they purfuc. This is at all 
Times tue Duty of P^rli^ment, but more fo in Time of 
V-ar, than in Time of Peace; brciuie weak Mcafures may ^ 
then du mueh more Miichltf j and as MiniHcrs have then 
more Money gong^hio' their Fingeri. they msy, if they 
are corrupt, ipie. d tlieir Corruption farther, and fquinder 
aWay nioce ot the Public Money, than they can do m Time 
of Peace. 

* A Time tfWar is. therefore, fo fcr from being an 
improper 1 iitiu for a Partian^entary Enquiry, that fuch 
£nquirie> arc more necelTary, and ought to be more fre- 
quent in Time of War, tl.an in Time of Peace. Such 
Ltiquiiici, Sir, never of thcrofelvcs create Farti» or Di- 
vifmcis in the Kingdom, nor do they ever jaife any Hcata or 
Animofitics. Indeed, when there are Parties already formed 
upon difftrrcnt Principles, anii governed by different Maxims, 
an.1 onetjf tliofe Parlies gets the Rcms of GovcrnmeDtout 
of thel}inds pf the other, and profccutes the Heads of ihe 
other, for whant^ey did in Pur'uancc of the Priiiccplcs and 
NJaxims of their Party, this of courfe Itirs tip Heats and 
Aniiiiofitips Lctwecn the two Pa.ttie5, becauleall ihofe who 
have embraced the Principles and Maxims of the Parly, 
mull approve of, and confequcnily will zealoufly endeavour 
to jiitufy and fupport, what was done ir; Purfuance of tfaofe 
Princip ei ^nd Muxitns. Thi& was ilie Cafe of the Parfia- 
menci'ry Enquiry meniiooed in this Debate; but, is this 
the Cife at prcfcnt ? Sir, the Enquiry now delited by fo 
aiany Gcatlcmca in tbis Houle, and, J may fay, by the 
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wbo'e Nation without Doors, has no Relation to any Dif- Anno 
ference of Principles: It can relate to nothing bui the good !'• 
cr bad Adroinilhation of))ublic Aflkirs. No Man cocdeoins, 
no Man will condemn the Ptinciple upon which oar pacific 
Gentlemen pretend to have afled : No Man will (ay, that 
forcible Means ought to be made ufc of lor obtaining JuDtce 
from any foreign Nation, whilft there arc Hopes of ob- 
taining juAice in an amicable Way ; but, it is faid, and 

■ loudly faid without Doors, that our pacific Gentlemen did 
I jiot aA upon this Principle, or purfucd it too f-tr, if they 

did. This is the Qucftion, Sjr : Upon this Qiieliion there 
will be a O.fference in Opinion, whether we enquire into 
m it pr no ; and wc ought to enquire, in order lo put an. End 
} 10 that Difference ; for, I believe, it will be allowed, that 
thofc who approve, as well as thofe who condemn, are at 
prelcnt in the Dark; and as the Majority of the Nation 
are now of the latter Side of the Qucllion, therefore, as a 
Friend to our Minilters, 1 am for a lair and impartial En- 
qairy, becaufe, I hope, it will bring the M:ijority of the 
Nuion over to their Stde of the QueiuoD. 

• If there were no Caule to fufpeii nur [are Meafures of 
any Weakncfs, if there were no confidcrdblc Party in the 
Kingdom, that appe;<red diHatisfied with thcn\ it might, 
perhaps, be unneccfTary to take upourTimc with examining 
into them ; but tuis is far from being the Cafe: There is not 
only good Caufe to fufpcfl, but upon the Face of the CoH' 
vention, there appears now to be good Caufe to condemn. 
When that Convention was lall Year Ixid before us Tome 
Gentlemen did not, perhaps, confidi^r what was meant by 
. having the Point of Search referred to be regulated by Ple- 
\ nipotentianes, nor did ihfy confidcrwbat wni meant by his 
Catholic Majefly's Declaration that was tacked to the Tail 
of it. But the King of Spain, in his Manifcflo, has now 
cxpIaincLi both. He has told us our Plenipotentiaries could 
not mGit upon his giving up the Point of Search^ bccaufc by 
the Convention it was cxprefsty referred to be regulated. 
He has told ui, we could not refu;e allowing him to lufpend 
L the AiOcnio of Negroes, in cafe our SoutbSea Company did 

■ not pay him the 68,oool. bccaafe he had cxprcfsly, by his 
Declaration, which was a Part of the Convention, refervcd 
tohimlelf that Right. This is the Light, Sir, in which all 
Europe, 1 believe, coi^ftders ihem j and in this Light I then 
confidcred them. J then faid, that referring a Right to be 
regulated, was an admitting that there was <iich a Right. I 
then faid, that our MiniiJcr's accepting of the Declaration, 
was an admitting it as a Part of t.^e Convention, and as the 
Condition upon which the Convention was to fubfilL We 
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1*110 li, Ge» iherefort oaght to enqoire, whether A!r. Keene had a pro- 
• L *7ip- per Order for accepting it : If he had not, he was ceruini/ 
V/t^^ guilty of a Bre:icb of his Duty; and, in mjr Opinion, no 

IMinillcr could give, or advife giving him fuch an Oidcr. 
The Right, the Eilate of a great Company was ibctcb/ 
gitfea aw^y, and will any Gentleman Uy, a Mioilter caa 
give away a "erfon's Ellate witlioat his Coafent ? If we had 
bceo reduced by the Misfortunes of War to lacriiic^ the 
Rights and Properties of a f*:w prlvaie Men co cbepub^c 
Safety, fomething might have been faid by way of Excufe 
for fuch R Sacrifice; but furely no Minillcr is wantonly, and 
without (o much as an Appearance of Nectdity, to give op 
the Right or the Property of any one Subjc-^l in the King- 
dom without his Confent. Therefore, as the acceptiDig of 
that Declaration in the fulemn manner, the Letters that have 
been rend to you, Qiew itwu accepted of, mult be allowed to 
be at 'eafl a Weaknefi^, I think it abfolutcty neceflary for us 
to make (iimc Enquiry into that Afliir, and for this Purpofe 
we mult hjve the Papers moved lor» laid, before u».' 
Sir Win iam Vonge. 
Sib, 
illiam ■ I 3m glad of this Opponunity to vindicate an Honour- 
able Geotteman who was concerned in thcfc Negotiaiioo*, 
and who, from the whole Tenor of his Condiid. appears to 
have been asab^e aihi as honeila Mmillur, aswa&cver em- 
ployed by this Nation. As for the Convention ulVlf, Sir, he 
ItJs already been fully juftiried with regard to every Article 
Contained in it, becaufc the whole was approved of by his 
AlajcOy, and by bo h Houlcs of Parliament 1 and ;:ficr the 
folemn Approbation it met with frcm all (be Branches of 
cur L^gifliiure, I am furprized to hear ary Gentleman now 
iinding tsmk with i(, or with any one that was concerned la 
tne Negotiaiion. All the Obje^ions that were mnde to it, 
were fully anfwercd at the Time it was under our Coniide- 
ratiuD i and a& the Objeflions now made, arc only Kcpcci- 
tioDs of what was then fully anfwered, it would be wrong ia. 
uie to take up your Time with repenting ihofe Anfwcrs. 

' S r, the Honourable Gentleman may as well fay, that 
fvery Letter wrote by Mr. La Quadra to Mr. Kecoe, was a 
Part of the Convention, as to (nyy that a Declaration figncd 
by Mr. La QusJraonly, was a Part of a Treaty which wa» 
concluded and figned by the Miniilers of both the contntd* 
ing P-7tics, and ratiticd by their refpeftive Sovereigns. By 
fuch a DccUraciun the King of Spain could neithrr get a 
new Right, nor the Confirmation of any old Right. He 
did Bot io much as mean to get any fuch tbing. He (hereby 
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meant no moff, than to refenre to himrelf u Right to Tuf. j^^q 
pfpd the Affiento of Negroes upon Non- performance on 
the Part of our South S« Company. This he thought he 
bad a Right lo do, hccsufe cf the Aflicnto's being s mutual 
Cootrafl ; and he thoaght it ncceflary to rcfc/ve this Right, 
by a DccJsration in Writing, betaufc the Aflienio Trcafy 
was, among ilie reft, menrioncd in the Body cf the Convea- 
tion; but Mr. Keene h»d nothing to do with thii Declara- 
tion : He did not admit the Right which his Catholic Ma- 
jeily pretended to, nor did he accept of the Dechration 
with any fuch View, or for any fuch Purpofe. He only 
promifed, he would Aend a Copy of it to his Court, and an- 
other to the South-Sea Company. Mr. Keene, therefore, 
cannot be (b much as fulpcAcd of having done any thing 
emifs in that Negotiation; and as the Treaty itlcT was 
approved of by PHrlinmear, I cao fee oo Occafion fur our 
enquiring into the Negotiation. 

' But, Sir, fuppofc tncre were an Ocrafioo fcr oar doing 
fa, can we, cutifiltcntly with what wc have thiB Day already 
done, agree to the l^Ionourablc Gentleman'* Motion ? The 
Motion feems, indeed, to refer to a, particular Point, but it 
will include aU or moA of the Papers referred to in the two 
former Motions ; and thettfore, the fame Re;trQn that pre- 
vailed with ui to put a Negative upon them, muft prevail 
with us to put a Negative upon this alfo. £efides. Sir, if 
Spain could have been prevailed on to hnvc accepted of fome 
few rcafooable ConcelTions on our Side, I believe it will be 
allowed, that it woald have been prudent ia us to have made 
Tome fuch Conceflions, rather than have come to an open 
Rupture with a Nation, we have fo much Reafon to be 
Friends with, and at a 1 ime which, I am fure, cannot be 
called the motl favourable for this Narion'i declaring War. 
Jt is, therefore, highly probable that Mr. Keene had In- 
flruftions to propofc or agree to fome fuch Conccfiions : [ 
ftiall not fiy there were any fuch, but, now thit War is de- 
clared, would it not be unwile. would it not be ridiculous ia 
Dfl, to let Spain know what Conccflions we were willing to 
make for the fake of Peace i And, if our Mtnirtcr's Inllruc- 
lir-Bs for this Purpoft were all laid brfore thii Affembfy, 
and ordered to lie on our Table, can we fuppc^fe, that the 
Court of Spain would not get an Account of them ? Sir, 
i make no quellion, but that Copies of them would be fent 
to that Court I and this would certainly contribute towards 
making them more oblinatc, and confequendy, toivards 
the Prolongation of the War ; for whatever Cnnceffions we 
might have been willing lo make for preventing a. War, now 
H U is begun, I hope we Jhall have oo Occafioo to make any 
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Anno i],Oeo fi^r putttng an End to i[. I hope the ^*ar will be attendrj 
\vi{h I'uch Succefsr tliu we ftiall foon be in a Condition to 
prcfcribc our own Terms. It will probil>!y be fo, if we do 
not prevent or reurd our Succel^ bv F Ctions and Divifions 
arooDgll oiirfeWet. But, if Spin fliould know what Coa- 
ceflions wc were willing to make for the fake of Peace, will 
ftie nocche moie obllinately perJift in refufiug the Terms of 
Peace we may hereafter think fit to prefcribe ? 

* From hence. Sir, wc may fee, that it would probably 
be of a moll pernicious G^nfequence to the Nation, 16 iiave 
Uiofe Papers laid before us; and therefore, i( mull bealloW' 
cd, that It would be wrong in us toaddicfs for them.* 

Samuel Sandys, £fq; 

Si a, 
' I am extremely furprizcd to hear Gentlemen ftill 
upon the late Convention's having been approved by Par* 
JiaiDcnt. Sir, it w<iS not approved by cither Houfe of Par- 
liament ; An Honourable Gentleman in the lalt Debate al- 
lowed, that it was not approved ; and laid, the Parliament 
on ly adviled his Majelty ^o proceed upon the Footing of that 
Convention. Why did they io, Sir? Bccaufc that very 
Gentleman and his Friends molt confidently afTured us, 
that it would, at lalt, produce a fafe and honourable Peace. 
Upon thcfe Aflurances, the Advice of Parliament waa^ 
founded, and not upon any thing that appeared upon thtffl 
Face of the Treaty. Gentlemen then thought, that tf it 
nioald produce a lafe and honourable Peace, it would I'o the 
End appear (o bca good Treaty ; and therefore they would 
not condemn it. bccaufe fuch a Condemnation would have 
prevented an Eftirfl which they were aflured of, and which 
every Man dciircd to (ee. But thefe Afiurances having 
failed, the Fouodatioc the Parliament had for givrng that 
Advice is rtken Lway ; and every one mull now join in 
thinking Lt a bad Treaty, ixcuufe it put the Nation to near 
halfa Million Kxpence. without gaining to us the leaA Ad- 
vantage ; unlefs the W^r is to be called an Advantage, and 
when compared with our former peaceable Negotiations, it 
mult be allowed to be fo. But even the War is not to be 
afcribed to that Treat}', but to the Difdain the Nation 
fliewed at feeing fucli a Treaty agreed to ; lor the Treaty 
ittcif was noiLjiug but an Expedient, for preventing our 
reaping this melancholy Advantage for a while longer, and 
the Advice of PHrliameoi was obtained as a lecond Expe- 
dient, for preventing (he Condemnation of the firll. 

* With reg.ird, Sir, to the Declaration or Protcft ncked 
to ibc End of this Treaty, I remcniber it was faid UA Year, 
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that it had no more Relation to the Convemton, thaa it had Anno 
to the grand AlUancci and this (vas then, perh-tpi, believed ^^ 
'b/ maa/ Genticmcn inihibHoufe: But it no* tppc.rs, 
that ihe Court t-t" Spain arc of a very iliReren: Ophilon; 
ADd» I believe, ihcrcis oot a Civilian in Zuropr ihat h rot 
of their Opiaioa, Our Mmiltrr acc^p^d of 11 in ihc inoft 
folemn manoer ; and icving he did fo, be mu:^ baT£ accepted. 
it in ihe Terms cxprefled in the very Body of it, as the jiifi« 
of the Treaty, as the Cunditiou upon which the King of 
Spain Ogntd the Convention; therefore, if it was not s a 
Article in the I'jcaty itfeif, ic wa me chief Anicleiii ir.c 
Agreement previous 10 t)ut Treaty. This, 1 believe, iir. 
Was truly ihe Cafe, aucl if the Papers now called for ihoald 
\}C Uid beiorc ut, 1 believe, ic will ap^«ar to have been fo s 
ibr iliete was a Treaty ligned by the Miniiicrs on buth Sidea^ 
Anterior to the Treaty afurwaids laid before PartiamenCt and 
in thi« Treaty, if common Farae Ipeaks tfue» this Decfara- 
Iton, or the SublUnce of it, was an cxprels Article ; but 
b» wa3 giving up the Right of the Nation, and the Right 
of the South-Sea Company, in fo direA a manner, that it 
was not thought f:ifv to ratify it; and therefore, i foppofe. 
the £x[)edient wasagrccd to, ol having this Article anucxcd 
to the X'reaty, by way of Prottll or Declaration. 

But, Sir, wai not this in cffedl the fame ? Was not our 
accepting, or even admiuing fuch a Declaration to be made, 
a, i»cit Acknowledgment of the Right therein ctaitned f 
Thu King of Spain pretended ton Right of lulpending the 
Afljcnto Comrad, upon whatever he may be pleafud to call 
a Non-performance, on the Part of our South-Sea Com- 
pany. He not only pretended to fuch a Rlghc, but be has 
actually exercifed it: He has fulpcnded the chief Part of 
this Cooiracl, almoft ever Ance it was made ; and, upon a 
Treaty* he infitts on this Right being relerved to liim, either 
by an Article in the Treaty, or by a ProtfiJlatiOfl to be deli- 
vered to ui in the motl folemn manner, at the Time of hts 
figning the Treaty, Could we in Honour, or in JulUce co 
ourfclvcs, admit of any fuch thing? Ought we not Co have 
inliilcd upon hh giving up fuch ua unjull Clarm, by an ex* 
prefs Article in the Treaty i Bfit 1 do not wonder at our 
Miniflcr*5 admitting it: The HoMurrible GcntUman that 
fpoke lall, ieecBS to admit it; and he is, I believe, pretty 
well acquainted with the Complexion of our Negotiators. 
He told us tiie King of Spain thought he had (uch a Right, 
becaufe of the AiIijnto'» being a mutual Contrad. 1 lliall 
grant, ii is a mutual Con!ra£l ; but it'is between the two Na- 
tioDi: We have appointed the Souili-Sea Company to per- 
iorm it on oar Patt i if they flmvid tail in the Performance 
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lnnoi;,Gco of what they have undertaken, (he King of Spain fs noi 
li. i7jp. to futpend, immediately, the Contnfl : He has no Rfgbt to 

^^*Y*X-*' do fo : He oaght to apply t" our Court ; and, if the South- 
Sea Company has really failed in the Performance, we are 
in Honour obliged to make thciB perform. If they have 
not failed : If the Complaint againH them be nnjuIE, we are 
in Honour obliged to prote^ them, let the Conleqoencc be 
what it will. 

* We ought therf fore, Sir, to have infifted upon the Kingfl 
of Spam's giving up ihc Right he pretended to ; but, inllea^B 
of this, we allowed him to rcferre itln a taci: manner, and 
allowed him to deliver os a Protelhtion for that Purpofe,^ 
We have, therefore, at leaft, tacitly, admitted of hit Claim/ 
The Court of Spain thought fo ; They had Reafon to thin 
fo; and chcy will accufe us of Tricking and Shuffling, 
we now pretend to deny it. We mufl now, either acknow- 
ledge thu Right, or give the Spaniards joftCaufc to have a 
very bad Opinion of us. This Dilemma the Nation has 
1>ecn brought into by our Negotiators; and, m all fuch 
Cafes it ii the Daty of Parliament to enquire HrifUy into 
the Affair, in order that the Innocent may be cleared of 
Sufpicion. and the Guilty meet with condign PuniOiment. ^M 

* The Pains now taken. Sir, to (hew, that we never di^| 
admit of this Claim, is an Acknowledgment that it was 
wrong to do fo. Suppofe then our MIniller in Spain did 
not admit of this Right or Claim, by accepting of this De- 
claration, yet, furely he did fo, when he figntd a Treaty ia 
which the Refcrvaiion of this Right was an exprefs Article 
find, if he did fo, that TrcRty's not beirg ratified here, ca, 
be no Kxcufc lor hi* having ffgncJ it. J''or this Reafon. 
there was any fuch 'I'rcaty, as common Fame reports, Mr, 
Keenc i^ not altogether fo blametch as the Honourable Geo-. 
ileman reprcfcnts, unldii he had an exprefs Order for doing 
fo; and if he had, ( am fure ihofe who g:ive him that Or- 
der, are not uithout filame. This is what we waoc to 
Jcnow : This is what we ought to enquire into; and, for this 
Piirpofe, it is neccflary ior us to have the Papers now moved 
for, laid bcfo.-e u^. 

* fs it pofiiblc 10 fuppofc. Sir, that by an Addrcfs forS 
tlie In^ru^lions and Letters feni to Mr. Kcene, anchorizing^ 
him to toaciude and iign the Convention ; f fay, is it pofli- 
itle we can thereby mean or t'efiga, to have laid before as 
all the Memorials arid Reprclcntaions made to the King cf 
Spain, or all the Inllruftioas and r>etters fcnt to our Gover* 
Bors or Admirah^ relating to theSpanilh DeprcdationSi mod 
«f which happened before the Convention was fo much w 
Ihought of? Sir, ic it nefldtefi to argue with one who can, or 
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will fuppofe any fuch thing. But tbe Honourable Geotlc- Anno, 
xnia has hit upon the true Rcafoii that will, I am afraid, H. i 
prevent oar feeing the Papers caiied for, or any oiher of 
the like nature. He fays^ our feeing chofe Papers may fe( 
Spain fee what ConceiCoas we were willing to make for 
the fake of Peace. Sir, I believe, we have no CXxafijq, 
to be afraid of Spain's feeing thefc Conceifion; : 1 bcli::ve, 
they were b:fore too well acquainted with them ; and ihif, 
I believe, was the chief Caufe of their paft Obftiracy; 
for, I fear, we made fo many Concellions, that we mado 
them believe, we would yield any thing rather than go to 
War, 'J'bank God I we have now convinced them of the 
contrary ; and are, [ hope, in a way of making tliem more 
pliable for the future. But if we were willing to make any 
ConcdCons which Spain has tioc, as yet, been made ac< 
<]Uiimcd with, Jean fee no Danger to ibe Nation, if they 
ftould b: pitblilhcd to the whole World. They may (hew 
toogreac ComphlHince, perhaps ruAllanimiiy, inourMiiti. 
flers, but th?y will ferve to juliiiy ibe Nation to the whole 
"World i and with regard to Spain, J Jiope, we iliall never 
morexbirik of conquering their Obtlinacy hy Negotiation. 
Now that War is declared, if one Blow does not make 
them fubmit, we molt, as foon as poflible, give them an- 
other ; and if that will not do, a tbixd, which, J am con- 
vinced, is the fpeedieil and the beil u-ay of negotiating a 
Peace with that Nation. W^ cannot therefore be afraid of 
Spain's {ectng what Concefllons we were willing to make for 
the f::kc uf Peace ; but there may be fomc amongft us who 
*re afraid, left ibe Nation or Parliament of Great Brirain 
fhould fee what Cooccffiors they were willing to make for 
the fake cf Peace. Here, f am convinced, it is, Sir, that 
the Shoe pinclics ; but as this Shoe neither pinches me. nor 
any of my Friends, and as, I think, the Parliament ought 
to guard agaiofl any fuch ConcefTions being made for tbs 
future, therefore, I am for our feeing them, and every Paper 
ihatcan give us a Light into any of ibem/ 

George Littleton, Efqj 
Si», 

* It is mod ani.izirg to me, to hear it faid, that thJj George Lyt- 
Qucdion is the fame with ihciwo furmer ; whereas, it is a tktwi Efq'j 
ijngic Queflian, wholly confined to one pirticubr Point. 
The ObjedioQ made to them wa», that they would fhcw 
our Enemici where we intended to hurt them, and thereby * 

put them upon their Guard ; but what does this do ? It 
coA only (htvi this Nation how ive have been ferved by our 
B b b z OWH 
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Annoij.Gco own MiniRers, and pat is upon our Gaard againS cVem, IF 

il- I7JP- ibey have not ftrvcd us fo well as they oughi. . 

%,y^y/~\J • Sir. 1 always thought it very necclfary wc Ihoold go 
lntoa\V»r g.infl Sp-iin. but T am (rmch cunfirmed in m/j 
Opinion, from what bas happened to Day in this Hoafe 
.for wbata Coodjriim OiouM we have bem in. if we ha 
flill contipuef* thofe Negotiations, wliich, tho' they are no 
quite over, arc thought by thofc who favoured chem mo 
CD be of Tiicb a Nature as will not bear feeing tbe Light 
And therefore, I really think, wc are obliged to the Ji|. 
1 folence of Spain, who, encouraged by our long iDfcnltbi^ 
[lity, refafcd to give us the Mef^ of Portage, for which wi 
' were fo near Idling our Birthright, For what a dteadfi 
^Situation fliould wc b-ivc been in. if flic had not f Thi 
^South Sea Comp-iny mull cither hivc loll all the Rights o, 
their Tratle, or h^ve been oal ged to comply with the mof 
|nonllrou> Demam}, that ever mis made upon any Bod_ 
[of W^n under the I'rnteftioo of the King nf-Great Britain 
fCentcmen tikofa Right in the King of Spain, to fafpen 
fthe AiliePto C.>iitraa: Yea. he had luch a Right, if thi 
.Company liad ikil'd in tlieir 1*art t>f the Contnfl ; but n 
for their rclifing to pay the 6S,oool. And yet, tq thii 
jinjufiice. this Violence, theCompany moft have fubmitted, 

vith the reciprocit Accord of [heir own Agrqt, and 
■ M.ijeUy% Minilter. 

Sii. the two moft alloni'fliing PropoRtions I crcr heard 
[in my Life, are, that iht Addrels wc carried .'aft Week tr 
jhc King wai, in re^tj-y, ^ Pa'rr'cf the Convention, an;^ 
tfiat ibf Pi'ofril of \U. La Quadra, wa* nbc'a Psrt of ir^ 
Jt WJt$ ihcjltir fifn not ofthc Agreement, iindcfwhich t, 
'Ccnvcntion viu- .'ignrd, and wc ihouM h.wc fcund it In 
^r Ccft, if th- S^iifi: afthe Nation had not exerted itfelf 
Bl be.-.nfc wc ctapcd the Danger, mull we lofe theSenf 
r it too ? I hope wc Ihill afl u> in this War, as to n»ki 
[■ll Egiopc forget, how ivc r.i^cd bifore; but let us n 
ribrgti 1. cui idles : Let us k-cep it til ways in ourThougbri 
I (0 be a Warning to us, not co ;el;>pfe ai^y more into \h 
Itch for hi'go;ittioo, that Love ol little Ih-ffling Ex_ 
dienti, thai tLc^o tubmiliivi: Po icy, we arc fo happily rid 
of at laft. 7<r < remcn^btT the Rtlk we run, and let ui 
enquiie.i.' -A'as ovying. 

• Sir, 1 n .. -% ,^e ought to denwnd thefe InRrudionf! 
upon the fame PHtitipk tf Equity, by which an innocent 
Man, who li.ii been tried for )iis Life, and rfcapcj, h 
flilouid a-Ctjpy of the Indidmcnt,' that if he'has a Mind 
to ptofecutt thole who brcugbt him Inio that Danger, he 
jpay. I will add but two or Uircc Words znon' to the 
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Trouble I have given you. The People of England are not Annoi],Ge 
fo ignorant as fomc Perfons fuppofc ; They know the Con- I! 1719 
vention from the Excife ; They know what they ftould 
think of it : They would be glsd 10 know whom they owe 
it to ; and they will underftand perfcftly well, jf a Negv 
;ite be given to this Motion, what that Negative means. 

Sir lohtk Barnard. 
Si a, 

< As 1 have often heard a certain Set of Gentlemen infift 5:^ john 
upon if, both here and In other Placet, that the Declara* fiitnard 
tlon or Proteft in Queftion, bad no Manner of Relation to 
the Convention, I Ihould be glad thofu Gentlemen woukl 
inform ut whst it had Relation to, or for what Piirpofe it 
was midc, and fo formally accepted of. f am very cer- 
tain, [he Court of Spnin meant fomething by mslcing it ; t 
am convinced they fuppofed we meant fomething by re- 
ceiving it. Ifthcy had meant, or intended to mean nothing. 
lam fure, they would not have made it; and if wc did 
not mean to accept it in the Terms in which it was con- 
ceived, and for the Purpofc which, we knew, they meant 
by it, I am fure our Minider, at teati, meant to deceive 
them. Therefore, if we received it as the Spaniards meant 
it ; if we received it as the Condiuon on which the Signing 
of the Convention was to be proceeded on ; 1 am very ftiic, 
the Conduft of our Minifter ought not only to be enquired 
into, butcenfured. And, if we meant to deceive the Court 
of Spain, by receiving that Declaration ^ if we thereby 
meant to draw the Court of Spain in to lign a Convention, - 
nnder the falfe Hopes, that we would look upon that De- 
claration in the fame Light they did, the CondoA of our 
Minifler, in my Opinion, deferves as moch to be cecfared 
in this Cafe, as in the other. 

* Openncls of Hcari, Sincerity, and Plain-dealing, have 
alwayi been a dtilicguifhing Ci»ara£lcrilHc of this Nation. 
It )b generally the Cbarafterittic of a brave People. By 
ccntinuirg our Negotiations under fo many Infultf, 1 am 
afraid, wc gnvc inc Spaniards foroe room to fufpefl our 
Courage: I hope we have not. In our Method of Treating. 
git-en them room to fufped alio our Sincerity. Sir, this 
Nation had never yet an OccatJon to makeufe of Quirks or 
Subterfjges, or of any fort of Deceit^ for oht.iiniiig Jullice. 
A Convention of fome kind or other might, at that Time, 
beneccflary for fomesmongft us here at Home, as an Expe- 
dient for excufing ihemlelves to the cnfuing SeiSon of Par- 
liament, but it was not necelfary for the Nation ; and there- 
foie, if deceitful Means were ufed for obtaining ihe Con- 
' \ ' curreocc 
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-Jlnno I ;, Geo currencc of the Court of Spain, in furnishing out fuch an 

1I'7?P Expedient, 1 wiliafiirm, that thofe who did io were guilty 

V/^O^ of facriiicirg the Honour and Intcreft of their Country to 

* fome it'.i]^ I'.ndi of their own. 

• For this Rdfon, Sir, I am for the Motion made by my 
Hotiountbtc rhcnd : for if it docs not, upon an Enquiry, 
appear, that our Mtnifler at the Court of Spain decUred in 
tbemoft open and plain Terms, that he would not accept of 
chat Dtichrauon, as the Condition upon which the Treaty 
waB tobeiigncd; that this Court would not receive rt as 
'fuch, nor ever admit of his Catholic MajeHy's fulpending 
the Afliento Con:rib£U on account of the N on payment ol' 
the 68,oooI. then claimed by Spain ; 1 fay, Sir. if this doe« 
not appear. I Hiall be for cenluring the Conduct, at jeaft of 
our MtniJters Abroad, am), perhaps, of fome of thofe ac 
Uomc. From the Papcre already upon our Tabic it doci 
not appear, that he accipteU of that Ucchr&tion, (bat he 
accepted of ic in the molt iDlemi) manner ; but, it does not 
appear from aoy of the r.iptrs vcc btfore u!, that he made 
£ucii a Cuuntcr-dcclararion i\$ 1 Jiavci.ienlioncd. I'hercfore, 
ip Julticc to uim, I dcCa^ to be infarnicd. becrnfe by the 
Fitpers btfore us Jie now Hands c«7ndtmiicd, and therefore X 
defire to lee ihofe that m:iy be plcitded'tn his Juftific^uoD, if 
there arc any fiich : In Jufticcto my Country J dcfiri; to be 
ipfonned, becaufc, as a Member cf thii iJojie, I am obliged 
to.cenlurc him, if, by bis Coodact, bis Coiintry nad iorteiicd 
that Ch3ta6.er which it h<is U)t.<> prererved, and whifili i; 14 
both oar Honour end Interell ILiil 10 preferve. 

' Thu.*, Sir. the very j^rgumcnt thai has btren made uCe 
of in this Debate for not calling for Mr. Kecne's loAruflibns, 
is, with me, aa unaofwerable Argument fqr our doing fo. 
if by acceptiog the pecbration of the Coon of Spain, we 
did not mean wba: the Court of Spain meant in delivering 
it. we ought to have cold ihcm (0, Lcl us fee, whether we 
did or no. And if by accepting it, we meant the fame 
thing iHcy mcnoE in delivering it, we then meant to accept 
uf a Treaty or Convention uru^er the Condition cxpi^ifed 
in chat Dec'araiion, By fo duing, we acknowledged the 
6S,oool. to btijulllydue to them by our Si>uili Sea Com- 
pany : We acknowledged, that this Sum ought to be unme- 
diatety paid, without any Regard to the large Claims our 
V^Bipany had upon the Crown of Spain; and wc acknow- 
ledged, that aalefs tliut Cumpany paid that Sum, within 3 
ibort Term, the King of Spain had a Right to fufpend the 
ilffientoof Negroes. Will any Gentleman fay, il^waa right 
in our Miniiier to make fuch Acknowledgments? Will any 
Ccmleman fay, he ought not to be ccnfurcd if he did ? Sir, 

thert 



I 

Dcre ^ 



ere was no Difputf between the Court of Spain, and our Annoi^.^eir 
South-Sca Company, when the Convention firll began to be ^'* ''*^' 
thoagbt of. They had come to a final Agreement, and ilia.t 
>\grecment would have Hood, if our Negotiations ^bout the 
Convention had not onhinged it. The Demand of this 
6B,oool. which the Court of Spain made opon our South- 
Sea Company, was, perhaps, an unjull Demand; but the 
Company had agretd to allow it, unjuA as it was, provided 
the Kipg of Spam would do them juflice as to the many 
Demantts they had upon him, and infill only upon this Sum*s 
being brought in to the Creditor's Side of his Account. 
This was the only ConfelSoa our Co^npany had ever made 
of this Debt. This was what the Court of Spain liad 
agreed to accept of: and this was what Mr. Kcene, as he 
Was Agent for the Company, could not but know. Was it 
th«n right in him to accept, or admit of a Declaration^ in 
which it Wii infiHed, that our Company had confefTed this 
Sam to be owing, without fo much as one Word of the 
Terms upon which they had agreed to allow it ? Among 
Politicians, Sir, whofe Maxims, 1 confefs, I do not under- 
Hand, this may be juftJIied in the Envoy; but nmong Mer- 
citants, I am lure, it will never be jullified in the Agent. 

■ From whit I have faid. Sir, it mud npprar, that our 
Minifler's accepting, or even admitting of Iliis Declaration, 
was wrong: and ] defire to know, the whole Nation dcfirci 
to know, whether there wa^ any fuch Counter- dec la ration. 
and in what Method it was made or delivered, Jf we are 

' reiured ihisSacisf.iAion,by a Negative's being put opon this 
Motion, f Ihall prclume, the whole Nation will prefume, 
there was no fuch Caunter-declararion made or delivered hy 
our MiniHer; and confequentTy I ibaJl, the whole Nation 
will, condemn his Conduf), lee his Fate in this Houfc be 
what it will. This, Sir, is a bad Confequcnce, with regard 
to the Charafler of the Honourable Gentleman concerned ; 

' but with rcgnrd to the Ch:irader of this Houlc, it ts a moll 
terrible one; for if Parliament (hoold begin to refufe giving 
Satiitafiion to the People, *.he People wifj begin to refufe 
putting any Con/:<ience in Parliumrnt: ; and, if thisfliould 
ever cohk to be the Cnfe, ihcy not only may, bu: they ought 
to be laid afide, I do not know that the Chamber of Par- 
liament ever received a greener Stub, th:in it did by the 
feeoi'ng Approbation of the Convention in l»tl Sefljon of 
Parli.'iment; and it we Ihould, in thi^^lo far fcreenilie Con- 
trivers uf (bat Convention, at to rcfufc to let the People 
know. H nether they were to blame or not: 1 fay, if we 
fitbtttd ov tins, now chJt the chief Argument advanced iaft 
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AnBOii^Geo- Year in ftvoor of tliat Convention appeaw to have been 
II- i'l>9- wjiliout FouQdatioB> it will, 1 fear, be a morul Blow, 

Vy'V^^rf' • This, Sir, is a Danger that ilireatensourConflituOon in 
its mcA lender Partj and ftiaU we cxpofe ourfelves to this 
Dtnger, for the fake of avoiding the ciitmerical Danger of 
letting Spaia fee what Conceilion we were willing lo make 
for the lake of Peace? It is very plain, I think. Sir. that 
fome amoogd us were uilting to have CDade tnoft extraor- 
dinary Conccfilons for the lake of Pracc ; and, for this rery 
Reafon, I am for having them enquired into, for if tbey 
Ihould appear to be fach as I fufpeft, I hope it will be put 
ODt of tiic Power of thofe that were willing to ro;ike them, 
ever to mske any fuch /or the future, cither to Spin, or to 
any other Nation we niiiy hereafter have a Dilpute wicfa. 
No Man can have Reafon to dread letting Spain kr.ow what 
thofc CoticefTioni were, becaufe, I believe, fbe was long fince 
fully informed of them i and this Information was, I am 
convinced, the Caufe of the War; for her Dependence upon 
the Conccflions flie was made to hope for, was the true 
Caufe of her Obdinacy, and tbofe who had A;ittered her 
with fuch Hopes, at lali found, they had promiied htr more 
that) thty durd venture to perform. But fuppofe fhc were, 
as yet, ignorant of the Conctflions fome amongll at were 
willing to make fur the fake of Peace, her being now in- 
formed of them may give her new Caufe to repent of her 
former Obllinacy, but it can give her no Hopes for expefimg 
fuch at the £nd of the War, if we carry JC on, as 1 hope 
we fhall, with Vigour and Succcfs. The Dread of letting 
Spain know what Conceflions we were witling to make for 
the fake of Peace, can therefore be no Argument with any 
Mao in the Kingdom for oppofing this Motion ; but the 
Dread cf letting tins Nation lee what Concc^'jns fome 
amongfl us leemcd wiitingto make for the fake of a preca* 
rious.and difhoaourable Peace, is, I believe, an Argument 
of great Wcjght with fome Gccttemen, for oppofing this 
and evejy fucli Motion ; ar.d bec&ufe it is an Argument with 
them for oppofing, it is, with me» a moll powerful Argu- 
ment for approving this Motion, and every Motiou ol the 
i^me nature; for if any dilhonourable Conccfilons were fo 
mucli as propoled to have been made, they ought to be ex 
pofed. chey ought to be cenfured^ in order to prevent the 
like in Time to come.* 

Sir Robert Walpole. 
S I a, 

Sir Robert ' ^^ ^^' generally been reckoned a little un&ir, totak* 

Waij o:c. notice of what lus beea faid in any former Debate i bot we 
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have now fo far deviated from this Rulff, ^hat not only Anno ij.GcdJ 
what has been (aid in former X>eba«s, but id former $cf. '^- »7iP 
fion*^, is repeated fcldom exaflly as it wis ipoke, and made **-^'V""^^i 
ufc of agiinil Gentlemen in futare Dcbitcs, or future Sef- 
fions. 1 remember, when it was laft Year iefiiled on, that 
the King of SpiinS Protcft was an ArcicJe of the CoDven- 
lion i I made ufe of the Exprcflion, chat it was no more an 
Article of the Convention than of the grand Alliance. I 
then thought fo, I think fo ItiU; Nothing can bo looked on 
as an Article of any Treaty, unlefs it be ratiHed as well as 
figned, by both Parties concerned ; orUnlersic be exprefsly 
mentioned and referred to in fomc of the Articles that have 
been figned and railfied by bnth Parties. Is this the Cife 
of the Protcfl in QaclHon ? Was jt either figned or ratitied 
by botii Parties, or was ft mentioned in any one of the Arti* 
cles of the Treaty? Sir, if it had been made by way of a 
feparate Article, and even figned by our Miniftcr, yet, till 
it was raciiicd by Kia M.ijclly, it could not be looked on a^ 
an Article of any Treaty between the two Nations. There- 
fore I Hill think. I fpoke jufily when I faid, that his Catho- 
lic Majefty's Protcft was no more an Article of the Con- 
vention, than of the grand Alliance. 

Thi5proteft, Sir, was fo far from being an Article, or a 
Part of the Treaty, ihit it was not fomuch as figned by our 
Xfiniller : He did not (o much as accept it, he only received 
it- Gentlemen may fmile at this Dillinftion; but it i» not 
a Dtfttnftton without a Diflfercnce. There ii a very great 
Difference between accepting and receiving. When we ac- 
cept of any thing, we accept of Jt as the Giver.intends we 
fliould, cither as a Payment, orai a Reward, KaVour or Gra- 
tuity; and then our accepting implies a Relcafc, or an Ob- 
ligation of (Jratitude. But when we receive only, we re- 
ceive in what Terms we pleafe, and may declare them then, 
or at any Time afterward?. This was the Cifc of our 
Mrnifter, with reg^ni to his Catholic Majcfty's Protcll. He 
received it only; and to fhew his Candour, as well as to 
prevent the Court of Spain's being led into any Milbkc, he 
then Tipon the Spot declared, chat he did not accept cf ic as 
any Article or Condition of the Treaty, and that herfccived 
it, only in order to cranfmit a Copy of jt to his Court, and 
another to the Souih-Ssa Company. If the Court of Spain, 
therefore, werp deceived, they deceived themfelves: Ihcy 
were deceived neither by the Exprefiion:, nor by the Silence 
of our Minifier. But wbcitercr ilicy may now prciend, I 
believe, they neither deceived thtfmfclves, nor were deceived 
by Ottr Miniftcr. I believe, th^y did not fo muca cs cxpefl, 
that \ve ihould fhew any Rcgant to theit Proccit It related 
Vfft, VI. Cc c CO 
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w> I], Ceo to an A^ir of a particnlar and perple^red nature, 

could nut be brought tntoi general VreaCty between the two 
Nations. The Accounts betweeti ihe King of Spain and 
our SoLitb-Sea Company, wji an Affair that no way related 
to cither of the Nations in general i and, 11 was an Affair 
6f fuchn perplexed naiurr, thacitcould not be brought inia, 
the I^egoiiation for a general Treaty. Like the Difput 
about the Limits between f iorida and Carolina, it wa^ abfo- 
lutely nfceflary to refer it 10 Plenipotentiaric*. to be exa- 
mined into, and determined by them^artcr the Conctullon of 
the general I'reaty, as is cullotnary in all fucti Cafes * and 
therefore it came properly under the Hrlt Article of the 
Treaty, by whkh, Minillcrs Plenipotentiaries were to bo 
appointed, for regulating finally the PretenGons of the two 
Crown!, remaining to be odjuUcd ; the whole, according to 
tbe Treaties therein mentioned, of which that of the Allhs 
cnto of Negroes is p^irticolarty one. ^M 

* If we canljder the A^ir in this Light, and tbis is the 
only Light in which it can properly be conitdercd, .we may 
cafJy fee. whnt the Court of Spain meant by this Protcii. 
As (he Affientoof Necroes was a mutual Cu.nra£l liecween 
the two Nntieni, the King of Spain thought he had a Right 
to fafpend the Performance of his Part of it, in cale we 
refjled the Performance of ours i and this he certainly has. 
No Gentleman has faid, he has a Right to fufpend ihe Afii- 
cnto of Negroci upon any pretended Failure in our Soiitb- 
Srn Company, and without applying to our Court for Re- 
dref^. But, if our South Sea Company ihoold be guilty of 
a reaJ, and not a pretended Faittire; and if, upon AppHca- 
tioa to our Court, we Ihould refufe, or unre^fonably dcisy 
compelling our South-Sc.i Company to do him Juhice, be 
would ccruinly then hi^ve a Right to fufpcnd the Affienta 
Treaty upon his Part ; and this Right he was afraid might 
be injured, or derogated Irom, by that Treaty's being parti- 
cularly mctitioned m the Hril Article of the Convention} 
for which Rejfon he thought itnecellary to refcrve that Right 
by an cjiprtis Declaration. This was all that even th« 
Cojrt of Spain mrant by that ProtcA. It could not give 
them any new Righti nor confirm any Right they wrong- 
fully pretended to. It tvai intended only to Ihew, tlut hii 
Catholic Majeiiy did not, by the firft Article of the Con- 
vention, give up any Right he might have to fufpcnd the 
AiCento Treaty, upon a Failure of Performance on the Pai^f 
of this Nation: and as the Pleniporentiariei appointed by^ 
both Nations, and not ths Court of Spain alone, were 10 
determine, whether the Non payment of the 68,oool was 
4 Fajjurc on tiit Part of tliii Nation, it would have bean a 

I'icc 
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Piece of perfeA DoR-Qoixotifm in us, to hive refufed ad Anno 13. Ceo. 
iDitting the Court of Spain 10 make fuch n Declaration or ^^_'7JP- 
Piotcll; becatifc. if our Pleoipotcntiarics had dctcimincd, 
thixi ibis Sum wai due to the King of Spain, and that it 
ought to be immediately paid by our South-Sea Compioy* 
we certainly ought, and, 1 believe, we fhould have com- 
pelled that Company to have paid it ; and sf our Plenipo- 
tentisries had determined, ihai it tvas not due, or that the 
Xing of Spain ought to allow it in Whole or in Part of 
what was due by him to the Company, his Ptoleft would 
then have been of no NUnncr of Signiiicaiion. 

* In my Opinion, Sir, it is emdcnt from (he very na. 
tore of the Thing, as well as from chc Papers already on 
your Table, that Mr. Kcene neither received this Proteft 
as any Article, Condition, or Part of the Treaty, nor did 
}ie either by his Exprcflions, or hii Stlence, endeavour to 
deceive the Court of Spain j and thcrefute, neither of the 
Argumrnts made ufeof by the Hon. Genileoi-in thatTpok^ 
laA, c;in be of any Weight in the prefent Quellion : nor 
will our refufing to diftrels the Government by difcovcring 
its Secrets, or to take up our own Time with Eoqairie:, 
when there docs not fo much ai fcem to have been any 
Fault committed ; I (^y, our refafing to do fo, can be 
iook'd upon by no impartial Man in the Kingdom, u a 
rcfufmg to let the People know, whether thole who nego- 
tiated and concluded the Convention were to blame in what 
I they did. There are, indeed, fome Men in the Nation, 
and perhaps Tome Gentlemen in this Hcu(e, fo much pre- 
judiced agiinlt the Convention, that without Enquiry, they 
think every Man bhraeable ivho had any Hind either in 
negotiating or advifing it t but I am Cure, I may at icatt 
fay, tbattiie Majority ofboth Houfes of Parliament thought 
otherwiie laft Stffiion, and I can fee no Reafon for their 
thinking othcrwife now. The Hopes that the Conven- 
tion wojIJ, at lad, produce an honourable and advanta- 
geous Peace, without War or Bloodfhcd, was a good Heafon 
for cpnc'uding it, and a good Kcalon for approving it » 
and, if thi^ was then a good Argument, can what bab hap- 
pened ilnce. can ibe Spaniards having fince committed « 
moft notorious Breach of public Faith, any way dcrogaie 
from the Strength of that Argument f Can it throw any 
Blame upon thole wlio put a Trull in Hopes founded upon a 
moft folemn Treaty? At this Uaie, Sir, no Miiiillor mult 
ever conclude, or advife agreeing to any I'reacy; for the 
moft full, the moll explicit the moll delinitive Treaty may 
be broke tliro' as well as that Preliminary was ; and if a 
Miaifter mult anfwer for the Breaches oi l-'aiib committed 
Ccc 2 by 
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tnnoij, Geo hy the Nation he treats with, I am Aire, he ought never, 
U. i7iPl in PruJence, to treat with any. The Breach of Faith. 

K^^^t^ comrniucd by Spaniards, can therefore now be no morCi 
Argument for condemning that Treaty, than the Kcar 
their doirg fo, could be an Argument for condemning i^ 
when it was under the Confideration of this Houfe, 

• This, Sir, is, I believe, the Way of thinking with al( 
the unprejudiced and impartial Men in the Kingdom,] 
which, I hope, will always be, by far, the greatcA Part si 
and furely, we .-^rc not to take up our Time in this Houfe,! 
which may be otherwife (o well employed, with Enquiriesal 
in ordcrto remove the Piejudiceaof a few,- and much lepM 
ought wc to do fo, when that Enquiry may probably be] 
attended with great Danger to the Public, which is th 
Cafe of the Enquiry cow moved for. I fhall grant, tha 
Spain hae nuw no Rcsilbn to cxpeft ihofe ConccITions we?] 
were willing to make for ih6 iiake of avoiding a War ; butj 
Naiions as well as private Men, often expcft wirhout th^ 
Icart Shadow of Reafon. if Spain ftiould be informed 
all the Conccfiioris we were willing to make, it will fheitfj 
her the \-'ue wc put upr^n her Friendlhip, and this wilj 
make her pcrfill more obllinately in the War. Her ObftT- 
nacy, it is true, m-iy be attended with her Ruin, but this, , 
am fare, is what muft be allowed not to be our Intercft t<>] 
purfue. Wc ought to infift upon her doing ui Juliice, and, J 
I hopf, we fhall foon obtain it, if wc do not encourage her J 
to perfi;! obfllnately in the War; but we ought to aim au 
it by weakomng tltat Nation as little as poflible, bec:mfs flioj 
may, probabiyi hereafter become our Friend and Ally, as 
we may have Occafion for her Afiirtance. I am far froj 
thinking, that any dilhooourablc Conceinons were propofed' 
to be made, and yet, I am convinced, the Spaniards know.] 
very little of the Conceflfions wc were willing to make. t\ 
hope they never fliall ; bat, if they fhould be iu'.ly appfizcifj 
of the Conceffions we were wJiring to make for the I'akc of 
avoiding a War, they will cxpeft, tho* without Reafon, tia* 
wc ftiould make the ame for the lake of gciiiigof a War J 
and this Expeflation will prevent their fuiog fi^Peace, lil' 
they are reduced to the lalt Extremity, which is an Efl 
we ought, if poflible, to prevent. 

• But this, Sir, is far from being the only fatal Confe- 
qrencethat may cnfuc from our calling for the Letters and 
Inltruflions now moved for. I could mention fevcTsI 
then, but ftiall confine myfelf to one. We have, it is true,] 
the Misfortuncof being engaged in a War, but it ij, as yet,! 
againil Spain alone^ and while it continues to be fo, wa 
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EaVe DO great Reafoa to doubt, or to b« sfrud of the Anno i;,'Qeo 

tventi iiur arc wc under any NeceiUcy of ieeking Allits **■ '7JP- 

or Affilbncc in the War. Uut there are other Powers that ^'^^^^Y^\t^i 

are, perhaps, willing to join with Sj-^in agajnli us, i^ they 

could but I'md a toler^^ble Kxcufe for :o doiog, and, in chat 

cafe, wc may be under a Neccilit} at entieavouring to get 

fame of the Powers of Europe to join with us. We know 

kow freely Minillcrs of the liime Sovereign corrcfpond with 

one another, when there is no Jcaloufy between thcnn, nor 

any ApprehL-nfion that trie Correfpondence will be unfea- 

fonabJy divulged. This was probably the Cale of our Mi- 

niflcrs at Home and Abruad. who were concerned tn negoCi- 

attng and concluding the Convention, and tticrefore then 

-miky be fome ReflecUons or lixprcfiii>ns in the Letters or 

.Inltruftiona now called for, tJiat may be of d^gerous Con- 
fcquence in both (hefe Refpefls. I'hey mLy not only be 

' fuch as will furnifli ihofe that Iodine to be our Enemies, 
with a plaufiblc Pretence lor joining agatnll us, but they may 

^'fae fuch 2.i M-ill render thofe that ittcltne to be our Friends, 
Jcfs willing to aflirt us. Thcfe may be the Confequences of 

' )>aving the Papers called for hid before fo. numerous an 
Aflembly ; and as thefe Confequences may be fatal to us in 
our prclent Situation, I muU therefore give itiy Negative to 
the Motion.* 

Lord Polwarth. 
S I p, 

• I do not remember to have heard it iniifled on in this, ^^^ ^^^ 

or any former Debate, that the King cf Spain's Drt:1ara- w^rtL 
tJon WAS an Article of the Convcmion. and therefore it 
was uiuieccfLry for the Honourable Gcntlcmiin wbo fpoke 
lall, to poiiir out to us. fo exaft]y,'\vhar was to be deemed, 
and what Wis noc to be deemed an Arcif le of any I'teaty ; 
but a Declaration or Protcil. may relate to a Tn-aty. tbo' it 
be not f:gncd by both Parties, and ilio' it be nciiiicr made an 
Article, nor mentioned in any Articlecf die Treaty; and 
when (uch a Declaration or Proteil is figned by one of the 
contrading Parties, and folemnly intimaicd to, and accepted 
by the other, it has, by the Law of Natiou*, the ijme Ef- 
ft£t, as if it had been made an Arrxlecf rhe Treaty. 

• As for the Honourable Gentleman's Diiiinfljon between 
Accepting and Receiving, it ii, like fome of the other inge^ 
siaus Ditlindions I have heard ccine from the fame Qu«j- 
ter, a little beyond my Comprehenftun. J here may be a 
Difierence, but, I proieA, it is fuch a ones* I cannot well, 
comprehend i and what i.s iiiW worfe, it h a DiUln^tion that, 
(vcn as he l^s explained it, wiJi no; lerve lus.Turn in the 

prefent ~ 
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^'^ ^» Ceo prefcnt Cafe. If be fhauld give me any thing, which I do 
i'-v-x. **°* "P*^ lie w"l*» and I (hguld receive it, Iftoald think 

^•tN^ thai J tiad not only accepted it, but that I bad accepted it 
upon the CaiidtiioDS on which, I fuppofed^ he gave it ; and, 
I believe, the World would think in the fame way. But if 
he fliould give me any thing, and at the 7'inie of giving 
fbouk) exprefs the Terms on which he gave it, in facb a 
cafe, if I received his Prefcnt without declaring, that 1 nei- 
ther did. nor would receive it upon his Tcrmr^ the whole 
World woold conclude, that 1 had accepted it upon the 
Terms he cxpnffed. Suppofe a Man were aflually owing 
ne a Sum of Money, and ftiould come and offer me a Sum 
equal to what he owed, but at the fame time fltould declate, 
that he did not acknowledge himfclf indebted to me in t 
Farthing, nor would give me that Money unlef;. I received 
it a« a Gratuity; and fuppofe I did receive ibe Money with- 
OQt &ying a Word, ought not my receiving it in chat way, 
to be looked on an receiving it hy wiv of Gratuity i I am 
fare, in Point of Honour, it oughi i for no Man would ie« 
cetve the Money in that w:iy, unlel's he either thoughttherc 
was nothing really due to him, or that he had aot Power to 
compel the Payment of it. 

• 1 have made thete Suppofitions, Sir, in order to flie\v, 
that he who receives muil alwayi be fjppofed to accept 
upon the Terms on which the Thing is, or it fuppofed to 
be given. And now to apply this to the Protcft or Bccla- 
ratioQ in Quellion. If it had been drawn up and fjgned 
without the Knowledge or Participation of Mr. Keene, and 
a Copy of it feat to him afrer the Signing of the Conven- 
(ien, r ftiall grant, that his receiving or accepting it in this 
manner^ would have been of no great Moment : He might, 
in (.'omplaifancei have told them, that he would fend a Copy 
of it to his Court, or to theS:>uth-Sea Comp:)ny. But thn 
was far from being the Cafe, as appears from the Papers 
already npoD our Tabic Before the Convention was figned, 
there was an Agreement between Mr. Keene and Mr. La 
Quadra, that fuch a Declaration (hould be made in Writing, 
and figned by the latter, in the Name of the King of Spain : 
Nay, farther, before the King of Spain's Minilters would 
iign the Convention, Mr. Keene agreed not only by Word of 
Mouth, but under his Hand in Writing, that he would re- 
ceive or accept of this Declaration, and tranfmit Copies of 
xt to his Court, and to theSouthSoi Company. Muft not 
we then fuppofe, chat when he received this Paper, he ac- 
cepted it upon the Terms which werecxprtficd in the Body 
of iti and that confequntly our leaving our South-Sea 
tompany to the Mcrty of the Kingo/ Spain, was the Con- 
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lition upon which Mr. Kecnc agreed the Signirg of the Anno ii.Oco. 
Trctty was 10 proceed on. U. lyjp. 

• I was furprized, Sir, to hear the Honoarable Gentle- ^-Z'^"*^^ 
m&n &y, that Mr. Keene, to (hew his Candour, declared 
upon the Spot, that he did not accept of this Declaration ai 
any Article or Condition of 1 he Treaty, but that herC' 
ceivcd it, only in order to tranfmit a Copy of' it to hit 
Court, ard another to the South-Sea Cnmpany. X do not 
know what private Information the Hon. Gentleman may 
have about this Affair, but the very contrary appears mani' 
fell from the Papers now on our Table, and from them oOly 
we can judge. (Here he reads Paragraphs from fcvcral 
Letters. &c.) From thefc Papers it is, I think, manifeS, 
that Mr. Keene, by an Agreement previous to the Signing 
of the Convention, agreed to accept of this Declaration, 
and that he did accept of it without making any fuch Couq- ■ 
ter declaration, either by Word of Mouth or in Writing t 
and by hii doing fo^ it certainly became a Pi^rtof the Con- 
vention : No Civilian will. I am furc, {ay otherwife. I fay, 
00 Civilian, Sir; for I have, thiA Day, heard feme Gcntle- 
ncD of this tiouferay otherwife; but they do not, 1 think, 
pctcnd (o be Civilians; and therefore, I hope, they will 
not pretend to Infallibility, or even to great Authority, in a 
Poinr that depends upon the Laws of Nature and Nations. 

* I ihall grant. Sir, that Matters of a particular and per- 
plexed nature are feldom fettled by general Treaties. When 
Matters of a general and national Concern are adjuAed, 
thofe of a particular or perplexed nature, fuch as Limiti, 
Damages, and the like, are ufually referred (o be adjuHcd 
by Pienipotcniiaries, Com mi Caries, or fome fuch Mi&iAeri, 
after the general Tjeaty hac been concluded ; but our late 
Convention with Spain wa& of an extraordinary kind ; for 
all the general Rights and Fretenfions in Difpute between 
the two Nations, fuch as the Freedom of our Trade and 
Navigition in the American Seas, our Right to cut Log- 
wood in the Bay of Campeachy) and all fuch, were left to 
be regulated by Plenipotentiaries; and that A&ir which waa 
the mult perplexed, and required the molt particular Difcuf- 
fion, I mean the Damages fullained by our Merchants, was 
ihe only Af&ir that was Anally adjolled by the general 
Treaty. I beg Pardon for faying finally adjufled ; for, in 
my Opinion, it was, on our Part, abfolutely given up. I 
therefore do not at all wonder that the great Claims our 
South Sea Company bad upon the Crown of Spain, on ac* 
count of Seizures, were left to be regulated by Plenipoten- 
liaries ; but I was lurprized to hear the Honourable Gcntle- 
juan lay, (hat the Accoaon between (he King of Spain and 

our 
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' Anno I), Geo oar South S« Comp»ny were ali teferred to the Pknipo- 

*' '7iP- ceniiaries. No, SI. j the King of Spaiii's Cfaim upon ilicm 

^i-^^iSm^ was not referred : We pofuivcl/ and cxpre'sly allowed it, bjr 

oar Miniller's ^iccepOog this Proten* as tiie Bafis of tbac 

Treaty. 

* The Court of Spain, Sir, were well upprfzed of the 
Neceffity bur Negotiators wCre ander towaids the End of 
laft Year, for having a Treiiy of foro- kind or other. The 
Minillcrs of Spain knew, that our MmiUers had fpeiit four 
or 500,0001. of the Natron's Money, in fitting out Squa- 
dtati of which they have made no manner of Ufe. From 
ihence :hcy knew that our Minifters were under a NeceiHty 
of having ibrncthing to flicw, Tome Excufe to ninkc, to Par- 
liamenti and they would grant tbcm nothing, they would 
give us nothing that looked like a Treaty, un^cfs our Mini- 
rter would ibandoo the South Sea Company. That Com- 
pany mud be entirely hf: to their Mercy : The Sam pre- 
tended to be due to them by the Company, mull not only 
be acknowledged, but paid within a (bore Term, otherwife 
(hey were to be Jeft at X^tbcrty to fufpend the Afliento of 
Negroes i whereas, the farge Sum due by them to the Com* 
pany, wxre to be left to a tedious Dircaflion. and not to be 
paid till their Plcnipoientiariej fliould agree to it, which, I 
am convinced, ihcy never would have done. All this ihey 
inflUed on. bc.'ore they would vouchfafe to give us any thing 
that looked like a rrr.it>\andfor this, they would nottruft 
10 our Minirtc'r'i Word; they would have it in Writing 1- 
and this Form of a Protell. which he was 10 accept of -in » 
folcmn manner, wis the Method agreed on : Nay, even fort 
liiis Acccpnrcc, they would not truft to his Word: Thiij 
too, they infilled upon having, by w&y of Letter, under hii I 
Hand. Does not this ftiew that our Miniftera, (0 tar as they ' 
duril venture, were willing to agrte to every thing propofcd I 
by the Miniltcrs of Spain ? Suppofe, Sir, the King of Spain ' 
has a Right to fufpend the Atfiinto of Negroes, in calc of 
any Failure on our Part, yet this cannot julliiy Mr. Kccnc'»; 
accepting of that Protell in the manni:r he did. By that j 
Acceptance, he not only acknowledgird the Right in t'le] 
King of Spain, but he acknowledged, that the South Seft j 
Company uouM be guilcy of a Failure on their Pari, uolcfr 
they paid the 6S,ooo!. within a ftiort Term ; aftd this he 
did, tho' he perfeflly kncNv, that, in Jurtice. ehty owed no 
foch Sum, nor had ever acknowledged, or promifcd to pa^ | 
{Uch a Sum, bat upon Condition of tbe Kmg of Spain*3 let* 
■^ tlingall Accounts with ihcm, and paying what might appcat* 

to be due upon the Balance. 

« What 
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• What I have faid. Sir, I have fpoke from ihe Pupcrj Anno 1;. Geo. 
row upon our Table. From liiem uur Ncgociaiion*, cl'pe- '*■ '7J* 
cially tbofc that relate to bis Catholic Majctty's Protert, '^-/'V'X*/ 
muft ftand condemned with every Man that pcrafes them, 
and them only. If Uicre be any other Papers which may, 
juilify EboJe Negotiations : [f tic Honourable GcDtteman 
knowi of any Aich : If he knows of any Letters, Inftrdc- 
tions, or other Papers, from whence it may appear, that Mr. 
KecDC dcclarcti, when he rcccii'cd this Proieil, that he did 
not receive It as any Article or Condition of the Treaty, 
chat he received It only 10 tmnfmit ic to his Cotirt. and to 
the SouCh-Sca Company : 1 lay. if tbc Honourable Gentle- 
man knows oF :iny fuch as, from what lie has faid. he 
would lecm to tnGnuate, 1 am fure he ought, as a Friend to 
Mr. Keene, to agree to their being iaiJ before us. The 
Objections he h'i& been pleated to make, the Dangers he 
has beea pleafed n> frighKo us with, arc, in my Opinion, 
mere Bugbears. The Banger of (hewing to Spain what 
ConcfHions wc were willing to make for the fake of Peace, 
is ao ObjcaioQ that operated as tlrongly againft layingbe- 
jbre us tite Letters and Inflrufiions to ourCumminarict, as 
ic c:ta do agjinlt laying before us the Letters and Iniiruc- 
tioRs to Mr, Kccne ; and yet, the former were laid before u« 
witaoutnay DilHcutty, and without producing any bad £f- 
&ft. And as no Power in Europe had the leaii Concern in 
(he Negotiations carried on between Sp>in and ui : As no 
Power m Europe bad any immedme Concern in (he Dif* 
putes between the two Nations J cannot conceive, what 
Oi:aiiion our \iiniliers could have to mention any other 
Power in Europf, in their Letters or Inliruflions to Mr. 
Keene; and [hcrcfore, from t^cir great Wjfiium, I muA 
fuppofc, that no other Power in Europe it (0 much as men- 
tioned iu any cf chufe Letters or Inftrufliont. For this 
Rc:iion, if they were all printed and publlfhcd, as well as 
laxl before this Ilgufc, I citinot fuppofc, thfti thofe wha ate 
willing ;a juin with Spain agaiult us, could, from thence, 
be furn'Ibed With any Pretence for fo doing; or that thofe 
who arc wi-.ing 10 aflill ub in the War. in csfc wc Ihould 
hav^ 0;ca£on ror it, coo'd, from any Reflections or Exprcf- 
fionsiM thole Letters or JulIrofUons, be rendered lefs willing 
tha-i they :ire ntp:clci.t to afliftus. 

* This. Sir, is a Danger that none of o*ir Mioifiere have, 
r am convinced, the lc:ilt C:xute to apprehend, fiiti there 
11 3Bo;lier Danger which fome of them may, ptrhapt, 
h^ve Oufe to apprehend. There nay be ExpretHont ia 
rr\at: of thofe Letters or Inltru^ions, chat might d.ibblige 
naay here nc Home, and niifc fuch a Spirit io chr Nsiion. 

Vol. VL D d d aa 
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(nnoif.Geo »s wtfald be of dangerous CoDreqncnce to our Kfinifltf^f, 
'^^^J' ir our Negotiations were carried on, not fo much with a 
lKyv'\^ View to prcccrc 9atijfflflion to the Nition, as w procure 
temporary Exjiedients for oar Minifters, this might appear 
from feme of thofe Letters or Inftruflions, if they ihoold all 
be laid before on ; nnd this, if there be uny fuch thing, is, 
I fliall grant, a Danger fvhich oiir Mininershave great Rea- 
fon to apprehend ; bat this is a Danger which, I am fure, 
ought to have no Weight with this Houfe. If it has any, 
it mull be in favour of the Motion ; and, for this Reafoit, 
I am the more janguinc for the Motion ; becaafe I find it 
oppofed by (ome who may, perhaps, think themfelvea C3i- 
poicd to this Danger.' 

Sir John Hind Cotton, 
Si r, 

(ir John Hind ' * ^'^*' not enter into the Qaeftion, whether oar Nego- 
Cotton. tiaiions ftand condemned or acquitted by the Papers now 
up«n our Tabic ; but, I muU obferve, that tho' feveral Para- 
graphs h;ive been read, and from thence federal Objcflions 
Uaritd, by ihofe who find fjultwiih our Negotiations, yet 
none of lliole who declare theinfelves Friends to our Nego- 
tiations, have attempted to read, or to draw an Argument 
Jirom any one of the Papers now before ui ; from whence it 
wouid feem r.\. if they were conscious, that our Negoiiationr 
cannot be jullifieJ from any of the Papers wc have, as yet, 
vpon our J able* and if they pLii a Negative upon this 
Motion* the whole World will conclude that they are con- 
fcious thofc Negotiitiinns can a little be juft.^icd from any 
Papers that can be laid before us ; therefore, for preventing. 
iueh an unlucky Inference, i hope they will agree to the 
Motion. I 

' Id liii^ Debate, Sir, we have heard Mr. Kcenc's Con- 
duft fo highly applauded by feme Gentlemen, and fo loudly 
bhuned oy other;, that, I confefs, it excites a very grcae 
Curioiiiy tn me, to Ice all that can be faid, both for and 
againil him ; and therefore, f.s I can fte no Dar.ger from 
our having all thofe Paperi laid before us, if there were no- 
other Kcafun, J fhould be for the Motion. But when 
contklcr the Duty v.c owe to our Country, if the Gentlcme 
n'ltole Condu<^ is crdlcd in QueUion, be guilty, and tlte fullice 
we owe to him if he be innocent, I think wc c^ht to have 
the Papirs now moved for laid btfore us, even rho' n fhoul- ' 
be atter.dcii with a!) the i^angers wc hriVebcen irighteneJ 
with* and thole who have any Regard for l)im,ntuA cer- 
binly, 1 chink, be for it, bec3til< his Cba.-a^cp. as a Mnt- 
Aefr mayt perhaps, be jiilii&ed by fomo ot tho PapcK now 
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called for ; ard ic cannot. I nm fuie* be rendered worfc than Anno, 1 1 Geo, 
il is already in the Eyei of many Gentlemen of this Houfe, ^l- i7^p- 
and, I believe, of moll Men in the Nation.' C^V^^J 

Tiiis Debate likewife ended with a Negative, without a 
Diviiion. 
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Lord Gage's Speech againft the Aogmectation of the Troops 

S I R, 

* The Honourable Gentleman thac made the Motion for 
an Augmentation to our preknt Army, of feven Regiments 
of Toot, did plainly tell you at the fame time, that he did 
likewife in[fnd to propofc the raifing alfo of four Regi. 
ments more of Marines : But as I am againil every Part of 
the Motion already made, fo I Ihall be againft thac intended 
to be made. 

* 1 am againft this Augmentation of Troops, becaufe no 
one Reafon has been given to (hew the NccelFity of it ; and 
was it nccciTiry, J (hould be fur tlie adding of fifteen or 
twenty Men to the Companies now in being, rather than 
the raifing of new Corps or Regimenis, tvhtch will be not 
only the moll bardcnlome and cxpcaHvc way to tbe Nation, 
bat may alfo prove the moH dangerous to our Conftitution. 

■ • The Honourable Gentleman that opened this Debate, 
feemed to liint that thcfc additional TroOps would, i^ rea- 
lity, be no Augmentation to our Army, being only to re- 
place thofe lent Abroad on the late Expedition to America. 
But I hope he will forg! re me, if 1 {ay, that it is a iallacioua 
way of arguing, and not true in Fa£l. 

* It is true, indeed, ihcy are pretty equal in Number to 
thofe fcnt Abroad, but iliey are fo many more than the Par- 
liament lajl Year ever intended keeping on foot in Eng. 
land ; for thofe very Troops fent on the Rjtpedition, were 
raifcd with no other View than to be f^nt Abroad, To that, 
in reality, this is an Addition of fo many more Men. 

* And I am fo far from agreeing to the raiOng of more 
Forces, that I would not even content to the keeping up the 
preient Number of ufelcfi Tioops, vvas it notwkhaView 
of making them of fome Service to their Country, by ad. 
dielftng his Majcfly to em ploy fome of the marching Regt- 
nenti as Marines on board fome of (he Men of War. 

* But now t am talking of Marines, where is the' Necef- 
^ty, fuppoQng it was even requilite Marines fhould be raifed, 
chat it fhould be done by way of Regiments, to put to unne- 
rcfliiry Charges a Nation already groaning under the heavy 
Load of Taxc, Dtities and Hxcifes ? Why not rather as 
independent Compinie^, and fo to be fent on board i\icii 
Ship where there may be a Deiicicncy of Sailors, by which 
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Apnnij, Ceo. means not only the Pay of the CoSoneU. Lieattnant Cilo- 

XI. iTjj^ nels. Majors, &c. would b; favrd. but alio theie would bo J 
l,/'^/^*^ more Seamen fpared for the Merchants carrying oa iKefr^ 
Trade? ^ 

* But aa T do not at prefent think any additional Marines 
nccdJul, iherc being. a« 1 faid before, marching Keg^i^^i^U 
fufiicient that may be fpared, to be employed that way in 
cafe of Ncccflity, fo I never will be for keepirg on foot s 
fingle Company more than h requifiie for ihr Support of 
the Government But when tnllcad of that, I think, the 
too great Increafe of tlic Army may become its Subverfion, 
by milking Slaves of a free People. I fhall always oppole 
iti and to fhew the Gentlemen of this HouTe from Hi f- 
tory, how all free Countries have bcenenHflved by Armirt. ^ 
woulJ betaking op of their Time to no Purpofe.aod telling ^j^ 
ihem what they know better than myfclf. 

* t rnuCI own.JSir. [ ran Tee but one Reafon for raifing, at 
this prefent Junflure, this arditirnal Number of Troop*, 
and that is. to Arengthen the Hands of the Minifter agatnft 
the next Eleflions, by givif^g him the Power of difpcfing of 
Commiffions to the Sons, Brothers, Nephews, Couftns. and 
Friendi of fuch as have Intereft in Borough?, into (ome of 
wh'ch, perhaps, Troops may be fent to procure the free 
Eledion of their Memberi, in Imitation of the late Czarina 
fending her TroopE into Poland to fecuie the fiec ElcAion 
of a King. 

' But Hill there is one thing more fatal than all [ have 
yet n-'ircd. th.t mull be the Conienaencc of fo great a Body 
of Troupe being kept on foot in Engl.ind, and wiU be the 
iii>'fhit.g Stroke to all our Liberties, for as the Towni in 
E^glmd will not be ab e muth longer to contain Quarters 
for (hem, moft cf ibofe who keep public Hoitfcs being near 
ruined by Soldier; bijietcdon them ; fo on Prrtencc of the lH 
NeccJEty o*" it. Barrack* will be bui't for quartering them, H 
which win be ss fb mar.y Forirefies, with llrong Carrirona 
in them, crefted in all Pons of England, which can terd to 
no'hing, bat by Pcgree^ to fubdue and rnAa%'e the Kiog- 
<?oin. 

* Bat if ever this Scheme fhoiild be attempted, it will be 
incumbent on every Englilhman to endeavour co prcvcnc it 
by all Methpds ; and as it would be (h« lalt Stacd that could 
be ever made for our l-ibcrticj, rather than fufiir ic to ho 
put in Execution, it would be our Duty to draw oarSwordf, 
and m'er put them up till our Liberties were iVcured^and 
(he Aathor^ of our intended i;i'avc;y brought to condign 
Funilhaicn:. 

•Sir. 
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r to Avhit tlic HonfJaraWe C 
iBcntioneil, who faid, there u-as not only a PoffiSil 
Prob-ibiliiy of the b'lencli »Hcmpling very foon to inrade \y'*\/^\J 
Rnghnd, I will no: difputc that Point with him, (ho* X do 
iwi t>c)icve it. but will, for Arguntciic Sake, gnnt it to be 
true, And thettfiDfC will, on thaeSuppofitiOfi, brgthe Genr* 
ml thnt fpoke lately, nnd f^id that the rninng of Troops tn 
Regim«ntf ivooW be cf more Service thin by adding a 
Number of Men to each Company of th*; Rfgimtnts now 
in being, to anfwer mcthis Queltioit. 

• Whether, if he was a Prince cf a ("malt Territory, 
and knew he was to be attacked by 8000 Men. nnd was very 
poor, and had very little Money to fpare. he would not 
rather chufc for bis Defence to raifc lO.coo Men, by add- 
ing more Men to every Company, thso only to raife 5000 
in the Method he propofed, fiiice the 5000, with (o great a 
Nntnber of Officers, would coft as m\Kh as the to,ooo in 
the other way? But a^ I am perfmded, without waiting for* 
the Gentleman's Anfwer. th:it he would cbufe (he 10.000,' 
(o 1 brg leave to brtng it to a Coinpnrifon of (he prefenc 
Situation of O'jr Affairs at Home. 

• Kngland is indebted forty eight .Millions ; [tho* afer 
near thirty Years Peace) there is no one thing left thai can 
be tixcd. but what b-^s already a heavy Duty laid on it, fo 
Ih.'t wuh the I.^nd Tax, Duilcs en SiU, Leather, Soap, 
Candles, and all otlicr Thing?, evtry Frfleholdcrof Eng- 
land pays near 14;. in the Pourd, and if the War continues, 
there will be no means left for the riifiiig Money but by the 
way of Lottery, of which People will foon grow tired, and 
the Jail Kccourle we can have mull be to mortgage (he SJnk- 
ing-Fund, which, perhaps, will rot rtnfwer, tiy reafon that 
tbc Produce ihcrcof by the Want of our rr^dc in Time of 
War, will come but to Hale, and therefore OEconomy is 
abfolutciy nccclTary, and if it is to be dctcntiined tbat 
Troops rrull be railed, it ought, ac leal^ to be done in the 
cbeapcll manner. 

• In anfwer to what another Honourah'e Gentleman faid, 
wbo told the Houfe he had been acquainted by a PerTon of 
Rank in the Emperor's Service, that the great Misfortune 
chat befcl the Emperor's Arms during the lad War, vfas 
found to be their having too many Men in each Company ; 
J do not in the leail doubt but chat he had been told fo, but 
fhi'l beg leave to give other Reafons for his haviog beeii 
conAantlybeat, than thofe that be has mentioned. 

• It is well known, Sir, that there were h'a^ioni at the 
Court of Vienna as well as at this, and that there was alfo 
(h?re a Priine-Minider who hid a^led like ours ac Home, 
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Anno I}, GeoancI tbathe had qumdied with the chief aad^reatefl Moo, 
11.17;$). and in Contradi£UoD to the general Voice of the People, 

K^'\''\0f %&ed in his own defpotic way, and had laid afide the beft 
Generals becauie they would not be his Tools, and em- 
ployed the bad ones, which 1 afcribe in great Part to be the 
l^te Emperor's Mi&fortuDes in hii laft Wars; and to prove 
what I fay to be true, I appeal to every body's Memory, 
whecherthe Emperor's Troops, when commanded by Prince 
Engehe, did not behave well, the* at that Time there was 
the fame Number of Men in every Company as in the laft 
« Wari fo the Fault muft be, as 1 {aid at£rft, in the tiene- 

nls. 

* Upon the whole, I am agaioft any Augmentation of 
Troops whatfoever, unlefi I hear better Reafons given, 
{England having already in, Pay near 77,000 Men) but 
more particularly by the way of eleven more Regiments ; 
and, I hope, I IhaU be forgiven, if during the Debate I ihall 
take the Liberty of fpealcing a^tn ; for I am determined 
to fight, Inch by Inch, every Propofition that tends, as J - 
t^ink this dof s, to the enflaving; my Country." 
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